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The  summit  of  life  is  reached  by  some  men  in  their  middle 
years  but  occasionally  there  is  one  who  through  a  long  lifetime 
makes  an  ever  ascending  grade  to  a  place  of  eminence  where  he 
not  only  enjoys  a  wide  perspective  of  his  time  but  where  he 
serves  as  a  beacon  to  his  fellow  citizens  who  look  to  his  broad 
knowledge,  firm  integrity,  balanced  judgment,  and  tolerant 
sympathies  to  temper  their  own  understanding. 

To  such  a  man,  JULIUS  H.  TUTTLE,  this  book  is  dedi¬ 
cated  with  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  wise  counsel  and  gen¬ 
erous  service  in  Dedham’s  Tercentenary  celebration  and  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  contribution  to  the  book  itself. 

The  only  surviving  member  of  Dedham’s  2  5  0th  anniver¬ 
sary  committee,  Mr.  Tuttle  is  distinguished  by  having  served 
on  both  the  2  5  0th  and  300th  anniversary  committees.  Al¬ 
though  nominated  chairman  of  the  tercentenary  committee  by  his 
fellow-members,  he  chose  to  forego  the  honor  and  to  lend  his 
assistance  in  less  conspicuous  ways. 

As  president  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  he  placed 
the  resources  of  the  society  at  the  need  of  those  intent  on  work¬ 
ing  out  plans  for  the  celebration.  By  his  own  knowledge  of 
town  history,  by  his  accomplished  pen,  by  constant  interest  and 
advice  in  all  phases  of  the  celebration,  he  quietly  and  effectively 
gave  his  support  to  the  development  of  a  program  worthy  of 
the  town’s  honorable  tradition. 

Mr.  Tuttle’s  contribution  to  the  tercentenary  observ¬ 
ance  is  his  latest  achievement  in  a  career  which  has  brought 
much  honor  to  himself  and  which  has  embraced  long  and  faith¬ 
ful  service  to  Dedham. 
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When  this  town  was  brought  face  to  face  with  the  fact  that  it 
was  to  be  three  hundred  years  old  this  year,  it  knew  that  its  civic 
pride  and  public  spirit  was  to  be  placed  on  trial.  On  the  one  side 
were  ranged  those  who  saw  no  apparent  reason,  from  a  utilitarian 
standpoint,  for  anything  but  a  gesture  of  recognition  —  certainly 
not  a  reason  for  an  increase  in  tax  rate.  To  their  credit  may  it  be 
said  that  this  feeling  was  mingled  with  enough  reverence  for  the 
deserving  past  of  the  old  town  to  make  their  stand  half-hearted.  On 
the  other  side  were  those  who  heartily  welcomed  the  challenge  to  their 
love  of  Dedham.  To  them  the  vision  of  a  staid  and  sturdy  past, 
founded  on  courageous  and  honest  purpose,  and  still,  up  to  now,  un¬ 
moved  from  that  foundation,  merited  a  whole-hearted,  almost  affec¬ 
tionate  observance  of  this  birthday  of  the  town.  Many  of  the  tercen¬ 
tenary  committee  are  natives  of  the  town.  Some  of  them  remember 
the  feeling  of  pride  and  the  thrill  they  felt  at  the  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  here  in  18  86.  They  realized  that  their 
love  for  Dedham  took  concrete  form  at  that  time,  and  was  ever 
to  remain  constant.  The  committee  resolved  to  so  conduct  the  cele¬ 
bration  as  to  make  the  townspeople,  especially  the  youth,  still  in  the 
formative  period,  justly  proud  of  the  town.  Another  aspect  was  the 
position  of  "Mother  of  Towns”,  held  by  Dedham.  We  wished  to 
extend  to  these  daughter  towns  our  message  of  pride  and  appreciation 
of  their  sterling  qualities.  Again,  as  the  shire  town  of  Norfolk  County, 
we  wished  to  emphasize  our  devotion  to  county  interests,  and  our 
appreciation  of  the  high  quality  of  its  administration  of  justice.  We 
have  found  our  townspeople  very  responsive  to  these  purposes,  very 
efficient  in  their  cooperation,  and  have  found  a  community  kindliness 
hitherto  only  partly  suspected.  In  this  volume  is  recorded  the  result 
of  our  efforts. 

Arthur  M.  Worthington, 
General  Chairman, 

Dedham  Tercentenary  Committee. 
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REV.  GEORGE  P.  O’CONOR 

Invocation 

By 

Rev.  George  P.  O’Conor 

iers  of  Dedham  in  the  past  3  00  years  have  placed  themselves  and  their 
hy  divine  guidance  and  protection,  so  do  we,  O  Almighty  God,  today 
that  are  to  come.  Direct  all  our  thoughts,  words  and  actions  to  Thy 
d  glory  and  for  the  welfare  of  our  town,  our  commonwealth  and  our 

iod,  to  us  all,  the  ardent  desire  to  see  justice  reign  and  righteousness 
lr  lives  in  this  generation  spread  beauty,  wisdom,  gentleness  and  peace, 
of  this  historic  town,  do  all  in  our  power  today  to  widen  opportunity, 
will,  to  move  in  the  light  of  higher  thoughts  and  larger  hopes,  to  en- 
and  art,  to  foster  industry  and  thrift,  education  and  culture,  reverence 
iurity  and  love,  honesty,  sobriety,  and  devotion  to  our  neighbors’  good, 
feguard  the  well-springs  of  American  life,  and  build  on  a  sure  founda- 
greatness  of  our  beloved  land. 

we  beseech  Thee,  O  Lord,  Thy  grace  into  all  our  hearts,  that  in  our 
ion  no  faith,  nor  courage,  nor  heroic  venture  may  ever  be  wanting  in 
elves,  or  in  giving  it  more  abundantly  to  others.  Amen. 
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.Address  Give  n  By 


Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington,  Gen.  Chairman 


FELLOW  TOWNSPEOPLE,  and  friends  of  Dedham — on  behalf  of  the  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Committee  1  welcome  you  to  Dedham’s  birthday  party!  Especially  I  extend  the 
Town  s  greeting  to  her  daughter  towns  clustered  about  her  and  to  those  distant  towns 
in  the  Connecticut  River  valley  that  own  Dedham  as  their  mother,  Deerfield,  Green¬ 
field,  and  Gill.  The  old  town’s  three  hundred  living  years  are  today  marching  along 
wi  th  us  to  new  experiences. 

The  Committee  express  their  gratitude  to  the  many  on  sub-committees  and  other¬ 
wise  who  have  worked  so  capably  and  enthusiastically  in  making  our  celebration  a 
success.  And  especially  do  we  wish  to  record  our  great  appreciation  of  the  creative 
genius  and  tireless  labors  of  Mr.  Rutledge  in  the  production  of  the  tercentenary  film. 

An  after-dinner  speaker  at  the  exercises  here  fifty  years  ago  told  the  story  of  two 
ladies  who  sat  together  in  an  audience  listening  to  the  playing  of  a  noted  violinist.  The 
elder  of  the  two  whispered  to  the  other  impressively,  "Do  you  know  his  violin  is  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  old!”  "Perhaps,”  replied  the  younger,  "some  day  he  may  earn 
enough  by  his  playing  to  buy  a  new  one.”  Let  us  hope  there  are  none  among  you 
who  cannot  differentiate  between  decadence  and  permanent  quality.  That  which  is 
honest  and  true  can  never  grow  old,  but  rather  it  becomes  more  and  more  priceless. 

We  have  a  "goodly  heritage.”  In  the  period  between  1629 — 1640,  King  Charles  I 
closed  Parliament  that  he  might  rule  alone.  Such  an  act  of  despotism  dismayed  the 
Puritan  party  in  England.  During  this  eleven  year  period,  therefore,  twenty  six  thou¬ 
sand  of  them  migrated  to  Massachusetts,  mostly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Charles  River. 
The  great  Puritan  migration  came  abruptly  to  an  end  in  1640  when  Parliamentary  gov¬ 
ernment  was  restored  in  England.  To  quote  Mr.  John  Fiske,  "The  emigration  was  pre¬ 
eminent  for  its  respectability.  Like  the  best  of  the  emigration  to  Virginia,  it  consisted 
largely  of  country  squires  and  yoemen.  In  all  history  there  has  been  no  other  instance  of 
colonization  so  exclusively  effected  by  picked  and  chosen  men.  The  colonists  knew 
this  and  were  proud  of  it  as  well  they  might  be.  It  was  the  simple  truth  that  was 
spoken  by  William  Stoughton  when  he  said  in  his  election  sermon  in  1688,  "God  sifted  a 
whole  nation  that  he  might  send  choice  grain  into  the  wilderness!” 

In  1  63  5,  some  of  these  Puritans  came  up  the  river  from  Watertown  to  explore.  It 
was  September.  We  can  believe  that  our  river  was  in  its  usual  peaceful  mood.  On  the 
banks,  autumn  was  just  beginning  to  paint  the  landscape.  Here  and  there  perhaps  a 
swamp  maple  blazed,  and  a  tupelo  tree  extended  a  flaming  bough  over  the  water  while 
a  few  fallen  leaves  floated  on  the  placid  surface  of  the  stream.  The  serenity  and  beauty 
brought  an  ineffable  peace  of  mind.  The  early  comers  called  the  place  "Contentment.” 
A  year  later,  when  the  new  town  was  incorporated,  the  General  Court  refused  to  let 
this  name  remain,  although  the  settlers  of  a  sister  town  were  allowed,  the  year  before, 
to  keep  a  similar  name — "Concord.” 

In  18  68,  a  Dedham  orator  said,  "The  current  of  events  in  the  old  town  has  generally 
moved  slowly  and  calmly  from  generation  to  generation  like  the  current  of  the  placid 
river  winding  through  yonder  meadows.”  As  a  boy,  I  loved  to  stand  on  either  of  the  two 
stone  bridges  and  watch  the  water  come  out  through  the  arches  in  tiny  eddies,  soon  to 
smooth  out  on  the  surface  of  the  current.  It  seemed  a  living  thing,  and  my  thoughts 
would  flow  peacefully  in  keeping  with  the  gentle  stream.  I  can  see  now  that  the  river 
symbolizes  human  history.  In  the  flow  of  the  river  under  the  bridge,  the  water  each  suc¬ 
ceeding  moment  is  absolutely  different  from  what  has  gone  before  and  what  is  to  follow. 
Ah!  but  how  alike  it  all  is!  Human  nature  in  its  mutations  at  times  seems  to  exceed 
the  bounds  laid  down  for  it  from  the  beginning,  but  later  there  is  a  return  to  its  former 
sanity  just  as  the  river  at  times  overflows  its  banks  only  to  shortly  resume  its  normal 
course.  To  the  historian  the  past  is  everliving.  He  will  not  let  men  die! 
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(GOV.  CURLEY  INTRODUCTION) 

By  Dr.  Arthur  M.  Worthington 

At  the  bicentennial  here  in  183  6,  Governor  Edward  Everett ,  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  Dedham  Everetts,  addressed  the  dinner  guests.  He  took  great  f>ride  in  his 
Dedham  ancestry  which  went  back  to  1636.  In  1886,  Governor  George  D.  Robinson 
brought  the  message  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  deplored  the  fact  that  we  could  not 
have  retained  the  name  " Contentment ,”  but  in  reality  he  found  signs  of  contentment | 
here. 

Today  we  have  the  honor  to  receive  the  greetings  of  the  Commonwealth  from  the 
present  Governor.  We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  his  address.  I  have  now  the  great 
privilege  to  present — His  Excellency  the  Governor,  James  M.  Curley. 


ADDRESS  OF 
His  Excellency  James  M.  Curley 
Governor  of  The  Commonwealth  Of  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Chairman,  Reverend  Fathers,  Honored  Members  of  the  Committee,  and  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen: 

This  is  one  of  a  number  of  notable  observances  conducted  principally  by  New 
England  cities  and  towns,  from  which  the  original  settlers  who  established  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Colony  migrated  three  centuries  or  more  ago. 

In  Boston,  in  193  0,  we  observed  the  Tercentenary  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  and  extended  invitations  to  all  of  the  officials  representing 
the  cities  and  towns  from  which  the  original  migrations  were  made,  and  interesting  to 
note,  they  not  only  accepted  in  their  own  behalf,  but  in  the  behalf  of  some  of  their 
fellow  citizens  and  countrymen,  and  for  all  their  relatives,  so  that  we  had  a  goodly  repre¬ 
sentation — and  like  all  good  relatives  and  friends,  they  remained  for  a  long  period  of 
time. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  in  connection  with  the  observance  of  the  Tercen¬ 
tenary  was  the  unusual  participation  by  all  classes  that  go  to  constitute  the  present  cos¬ 

mopolitan  population  of  Boston  and  the  Commonwealth. 

A  parade  starting  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  did  not  complete  its  extensive  line 

of  march  until  nearly  eight  in  the  evening.  More  than  70,000  persons  participated, 

representing  ever)-  racial  group,  beginning  with  those  who  came  on  the  Mayflower  to 
the  goodly  number  of  3,000  (although  the  capacity  of  the  ship,  I  understand,  was  only 
about  80)  then  continuing  with  the  newer  races  in  the  costumes  of  their  native  country; 
and  I  believe  the  most  interesting  contribution  of  all  was  the  contribution  made  by  the 
Chinese  race — more  than  5  00  Chinese  participating  in  the  parade  in  original  costumes 
such  as  one  rarely  finds  outside  of  a  museum. 
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Let  us  contemplate  our  sturdy  forebears.  They  left  England  forever  when  they 
embarked  for  these  shores.  Charles  I,  not  George  III,  caused  them  to  turn  their  backs 
on  kings.  They  had  a  passion  for  liberty.  They  bowed  their  heads  to  none  but  God, 
and  then  not  in  fear  but  in  faith  and  reverence.  In  the  three  hundred  years  other  racial 
strains  have  joined  themselves  to  the  Puritan  stock,  but  the  hall  mark  of  the  Puritans  is 
still  in  evidence,  and  the  liberty  they  established  here  still  lives. 

At  the  bicentennial  here  in  1836  the  orator  closed  his  address  with  this  peroration: 
"By  intelligent  and  Godly  ancestors  was  this  town  planted;  by  a  manly  and  virtuous  race 
has  it  been  nourished  and  sustained.  Its  sons  have  fought  the  battles  of  their  country — 
they  have  led  in  its  councils.  At  no  time,  in  no  manner  have  they  failed  to  contribute 
an  honorable  share  of  the  talent,  the  patriotism,  the  domestic  virtues,  which  created  and 
have  built  up  this  great  republic.”  1  shall  add  that  in  the  century  that  has  elapsed  since 
the  above  words  were  spoken,  Dedham  has  lived  up  proudly  to  her  past,  and  God  willing 
she  will  do  so  in  generations  to  come. 
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I  had  the  very  great  pleasure  of  acting  as  host  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  England,  a 
very  interesting  and  intellectual  man,  and  I  recall  that  after  watching  the  parade  for 
four  hours  I  was  tired  and  hungry,  so  about  two  o’clock  1  suggested  that  he  and  I  slip 
out  and  have  a  little  lunch.  To  my  suggestion  he  replied  "1  am  very  sorry,  1  would 
love  to  go  with  you,  but  just  think,  these  poor  people  have  been  waiting  for  3  00  years 
to  arrange  this  parade  in  honor  of  the  town  I  come  from,  and  I  must  wait  until  it  is 
o\er  before  I  go.  He  had  such  a  good  time  here  that  it  was  two  weeks  before  he  went 
home.  Before  he  left,  he  extended  an  invitation  to  the  officials  of  Boston  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  towns  to  visit  the  cities  and  towns  in  his  country  from  which  the  original 
immigrants  had  come  to  America. 


I  accepted  his  invitation  and  went  there  in  1931,  and  after  having  seen  the  won¬ 
derful  Lincolnshire  country  of  England,  with  the  beauty  of  its  forests,  its  hedges  and 
flower  growth,  its  temples  (if  I  may  call  them  temples)  or  places  of  worship,  I  can 
visualize  in  my  mind  those  days  dating  back  to  three  centuries  ago  when  Dedham  was 
first  settled,  and  I  really  am  not  surprised  when  I  hear  those  participating  today  in  the 
celebration  make  reference  to  the  name  originally  given  to  the  Town 'of  Dedham— 
Contentment. 

There  was  such  evidence  of  contentment  in  the  Lincolnshire  country  that  I  found 
it  difficult  to  understand  how  anyone  could  leave  those  beautiful  places  and  take  up 
residence  in  this  section  of  the  country'  where  Indians  were  more  numerous  than  at 
present,  and  the  settlers  were  less  sure  of  their  scalps  than  we  are  today. 

Throughout  the  many  cities  and  towns  and  places  of  interest  I  visited  in  England, 
there  was  a  similarity  in  one  respect  that  impressed  me  so,  that  I  believe  it  would  do  no 
harm  to  repeat  it  here.  I  have  never  seen  such  evidence  of  genuine  happiness  and  true 
brotherhood,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  parade  after  the  world  war,  between 
the  residents  of  England  and  the  residents  of  America.  In  Boston,  England,  alone, 
more  than  2,000  school  children  were  lined  along  the  streets,  their  faces  beaming  with 
happiness,  good  will  and  respect,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  every  American  Flag  that 
could  possibly  have  graced  the  counters  of  Woolworth’s  and  Kresge’s  had  been  pur¬ 
chased  for  these  children,  as  every  child  was  waving  either  a  union  jack  or  an  American 
Flag,  and  many  had  both  with  which  to  greet  us. 

Upon  my  return  to  America,  I  had  the  very  great  pleasure  of  visiting  Cotton 
Mather  Hall,  where  it  was  customary  for  young  Cotton  Mather  to  preach  in  the  early 
puritan  days,  and  where  he  later  had  been  incarcerated  for  giving  expression  to  his 
religious  views.  A  righteous  man  he  was,  of  sterling  character,  firm  in  his  convictions 
and  religious  beliefs,  and  it  is  the  puritan  women  and  men  of  similar  strength  and  zeal 
who  gave  to  their  posterity  the  will  to  carry  on  with  their  beliefs  and  views  at  whatever 
cost.  The  fact  that  every  city  and  town  in  Massachusetts  is  paying  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  these  women  and  men  through  whose  faith,  fidelity,  purity  and  indomitable 
courage  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  became  a  reality’,  is  in  my  opinion  the  best  test 
of  our  right  to  the  best  and  highest  title  ever  conferred  on  men — the  title  of  AMER¬ 
ICAN  CITIZEN. 
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If  we  could  live  just  a  little  more  in  what  is  best  of  the  past,  and  disregard  the 
weaknesses  that  are  common  to  humanity,  but  which  historians  and  biographers,  in 
order  to  sell  their  output,  always  retain  in  the  autobiography,  the  biography,  or  in  the 
history  whenever  it  may  be  written,  how  much  finer  we  could  be,  for  certainly  every 
heritage  left  to  us  by  our  forefathers  was  of  a  most  capable  nature.  They  gave  to  us 
a  faith  and  a  fortitude  without  which  in  all  human  probability  the  American  Republic 
even  might  not  have  become  a  reality,  or  the  blessings  of  Liberty  might  have  been  long 
delayed.  They  not  only  gave  this  to  us,  but  they  gave  us  the  means  of  keeping  it  alive. 
Yes,  they  gave  to  us  a  faith,  and  it  was  a  faith  that  the  world  is  sadly  in  need  of  in  the 
present  hour.  It  was  the  character  of  faith  that  is  a  predominant  characteristic  of 
generations  of  a  democratic  people;  faith  that  recognizes  the  necessity  for  belief  in 
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and  the  love  of  God,  faith  in  God,  faith  in  one’s  country,  faith  in  one’s  self — and  with¬ 
out  that  faith,  probably,  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  venture  would  have  been  a 
failure. 

I  had  the  very  great  pleasure  a  short  time  ago,  in  connection  with  an  Act  adopted 
bv  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  to  sign  an  order  for  the  revocation  of  the  Act  ban¬ 
ishing  Roger  Williams  from  Massachusetts  forever.  I  confess  I  found  it  rather  difficult 
to  understand  why  that  edict  had  been  allowed  to  remain  on  the  statute  books  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  for  3  00  years,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  only  wrong  thing  Roger  did.  as 
far  as  I  could  see,  was  to  give  a  glass  of  water  to  Ann  Hutchinson  when  Ann  had  been 
put  in  stocks  in  the  public  square  because  of  her  religious  activities  and  expressions.  We 
hav^,  done  our  penance,  and  should  Roger  through  some  act  of  Providence  ever  return 
to  Rhode  Island  again,  he  can  also  come  into  Massachusetts  without  fear  of  incarcera¬ 
tion  either  in  the  Dedham  Jail  or  elsewhere.  It  gives  us  some  idea  of  the  little  things 
we  permit  to  become  of  importance,  either  in  the  life  of  the  individual  or  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

I  attended  all  the  exercises  of  Harvard  University  within  the  last  week,  attended 
them  with  students  from  all  over  the  world,  who  came  to  pay  tribute  to  the  leading 
university  of  its  kind  in  America,  and  possibly  in  the  world,  and  here  I  learned  that 
while  the  Boston  Latin  School  was  established  one  year  prior  to  the  establishment  of 
Harvard  University,  first  free  public  education  can  be  traced  to  the  establishment  of 
Harvard  University,  and  Harvard  itself  might  never  have  continued  in  existence  were 
it  not  for  the  generosity  of  our  Legislature  in  Massachusetts  and  the  generosity  of  women 
and  men  comprising  the  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  Massachusetts  who  also 
realized  that  the  most  important  essential  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
democratic  government  was  a  higher  love  than  that  which  they  had  for  their  fellow 
man.  And  so,  we  may  trace  not  only  our  educational  system,  but  in  some  measure  the 
establishment  of  religious  liberty  to  the  founders  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  the 
blessings  of  both  ultimately  being  passed  on  down  through  the  years  to  these  United 
States. 

Certainly,  anyone  familiar  with  the  history  of  our  country  during  that  trying 
period  of  the  American  Revolution,  realizes  that  in  those  days  of  1774,  1775,  and  1776 
when  our  forefathers  had  their  important  decisions  to  make  and  battles  to  fight,  it  must 
have  required  the  sublimest  character  of  faith  to  throw  down  the  guage  of  battle  and 
challenge  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world,  and  for  a  time  be  strangers  to 
the  very  word  "Contentment.”  Such  an  undertaking,  they  realized,  would  only  be 
possible  through  the  capture  of  the  ships  of  the  enemy  country  and  their  arms  or 
ammunition.  That  our  forefathers  carried  on  for  eight  years  in  the  face  of  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  obstacles,  may  be  traced  back  to  the  primary  source  of  pioneering  implanted 
in  their  hearts;  the  source  of  faith — faith  in  God,  faith  in  their  fellow  man,  and  faith 
in  themselves. 

What  an  interesting  period  has  passed  over  this  nation  of  ours  during  the  3  00  years 
since  Dedham  was  settled.  What  a  kaleidoscope  of  events  without  number — pestilence, 
famine,  war — and  perhaps  in  the  present  hour  it  is  the  faith  of  the  fathers  that  founded 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  that  may  be  the  one  essential  to  our  salvation  in  these 
unsettled  days  when  we  live  in  a  world  where  apparently  the  most  popular  form  of 
work  is  disregarding  the  Maker  of  the  Universe  and  forcing  him  out  of  the  lives  of  the 
people.  The  result  is  that  today  the  spirit  of  communism  and  the  spirit  of  atheism 
prevail. 

Thanks  to  those  who  established  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony — I  was  going  to 
say  our  Puritan  ancestors  (they  were  just  a  little  ahead  of  mine) —  thanks  to  those  men 
and  women  who  brought  us  through  many  years  along  a  rough  but  safe  course  to  the 
pursuance  of  free  government  and  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  by  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth,  they  left  to  us  an  heritage  which  we  in  our  day  are  permitted  to 
enjoy — the  heritage  of  a  faith  that  knows  no  fear — a  faith  sufficiently  strong  to  over¬ 
come  all  obstacles — the  faith  of  our  fathers. 
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CONTENTMENT  AND  COMMUNITY  SPIRIT 


ADDRESS  DELIVERED  AT 
THE  TERCENTENARY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DEDHAM 
ON  SEPTEMBER  2  0,  1  9  3  6 

by 

Charles  Warren 


(HON.  CHARLES  WARREN  INTRODUCTION) 

(By  Dr.  Arthur  M.  Worthington) 

And  now,  wc  look  forward  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  hearing  from  a  fellow 
townsman,  who  like  myself,  has  watched  the  river  flow  under  the  bridge,  and  dreamed 
dreams  here  in  his  boyhood.  He  can  never  forget  Dedham,  and  Dedham  can  never  for¬ 
get  him.  We  are  glad  to  do  him  the  honor  of  delivering  the  principal  address  on  this 
memorable  occasion.  And  now  l  present  to  you,  for  a  renewal  of  acquaintance  the 
Honorable  Charles  Warren,  of  Dedham  and  Washington. 
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CONTENTMENT  AND  COMMUNITY  SPIRIT 


By 

Charles  Warren 


Twenty-two  years  before  the  founding  of  Dedham,  Captain  John  Smith,  visiting 
the  eastern  shores  of  Massachusetts  in  1614,  wrote:  "And  of  all  the  fair  parts  of  the 
world  that  I  have  yet  seen,  not  inhabited  ...  I  would  rather  live  here  than  anywhere.” 
and  John  Winthrop  wrote  from  Charlestown  in  163  0  (July  23):  "Here  is  as  good  land 
as  I  have  seen  there.  .  .  .  Here  is  sweet  air,  fair  rivers  and  plenty  of  springs,  and  the 
water  better  than  anything  in  England.”  Two  years  before  Dedham,  William  Wood 
wrote  in  1634  as  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony:  "It  is  for  certain  the  best  ground 
and  sweetest  climate  in  all  these  parts.”  Such  undoubtedly  were  the  sentiments  felt 
by  that  hardy  band  of  pioneers  who  struck  out  from  Watertown  and  crossed  the  Charles 
River  to  fix  their  settlement  here  on  the  edge  of  the  wilderness  and  upon  the  pleasant 
plateau  which  they  named  Contentment — three  hundred  years  ago.  And  such,  I  feel 
sure,  are  the  sentiments  of  all  of  us  who  gather  here  today. 

Three  hundred  years!  Do  we  realize  what  that  period  of  time  is?  It  is  nearly  one 
sixth  of  all  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  birth  of  Christ.  It  is  equal  to  the  whole 
period  of  the  might  of  the  Roman  Empire  from  Caesar  Augustus  to  Constantine  the 
Great.  It  is  exactly  twice  as  long  as  the  life  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  the  moving  picture  of  history  we  can  best  conceive  the  far-off  place  of  the 
pioneers  of  three  hundred  years  ago,  by  considering  them  in  relation  to  the  world  then 
around  them.  Most  of  Dedham’s  pioneers  were  alive  when  Queen  Elizabeth  died  (in 
1603  )  and  when  the  King  James’  version  of  the  Bible  was  first  issued  (in  1611).  All 
of  Dedham’s  pioneers  could  remember  the  death  of  Shakespeare.  John  Milton  was  only 
twenty-eight  years  old  in  163  6,  and  two  of  Dedham’s  pioneers  attended  Cambridge 
University  with  him— -Thomas  Carter,  and  Ralph  Wheelock,  our  first  schoolmaster. 
(1)*  In  the  world  of  art,  Dedham’s  pioneers  were  contemporary  with  Rembrandt  and 
Murillo;  in  the  world  of  music,  they  antedated  the  birth  of  Bach  and  Handel  by  half  a 
century.  All  modern  science  and  modern  invention  have  come  into  being  since  1636. 
The  Dedham  pioneers  had  not  heard  of  the  law  of  gravitation,  for  Sir  Isaac  Newton  did 
not  ascertain  it  until  1687.  They  had  just  been  informed  that  the  earth  moved  around 
the  sun,  but  they  did  not  yet  believe  it.  William  Harvey’s  discovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  in  1628  was  not  then  accepted  by  the  world.  Chemistry,  as  we  know  it, 
did  not  take  its  start  until  Robert  Boyle’s  book  in  1662. 

Such  was  the  world  in  which  our  ancestors  moved,  three  hundred  years  ago. 


Does  any  man  or  woman  of  this  town  need  to  go  to  Europe  to  find  the  romance  of 
age  and  historic  association?  Look  around  your  home  Town  and  recall  its  antiquity. 
Dedham’s  Town  government  is  older  than  the  government  of  any  State  in  Europe  (save 
Great  Britain).  The  written  Town  records  of  Dedham  embodying  the  liberties  of  its 
citizens  are  older  than  the  written  Bill  of  Rights  which  established  the  liberties  of  Brit¬ 
ish  citizens.  Dedham’s  Town-meeting  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  years  older  than 
the  first  public  meeting  ever  assembled  in  England  at  which  political  rights  of  English¬ 
men  were  discussed.  (2)  The  Fairbanks  House  is  older  than  the  Palace  of  Versailles. 

*  The  Notes  are  collected  at  the  end  of  the  Address. 
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The  Fisher-Whiting  house  is  older  than  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  Unitarian  Church 
building  is  older  than  Buckingham  Palace.  The  Powder  House  is  about  the  same  age 
as  the  British  Museum.  Court  Street  and  High  Street  are  older  than  the  famous  London 
Streets  of  Piccadilly  and  Pall  Mall.  A  French  Army  camped  in  Dedham  (on  the  land 
mainly  between  School,  Marsh,  an  Court  Streets)  in  1782,  thirty  two  years  before  it 
camped  on  the  field  of  Waterloo.  The  trees  in  front  of  the  Community  House  (  1789) 
and  those  at  the  corner  of  School  and  Court  Streets  (1790)  were  planted  when  Washing¬ 
ton  was  President  of  the  United  States  and  George  the  Third  was  King  of  England. 
Trees  on  Chestnut  and  Court  Streets  date  back  of  Dedham’s  200th  Anniversary  in 
1836.  (3) 

What  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  British  institutions?  Is  it  not  the 
House  of  Lords?  Yet  the  Dedham  descendants  of  Gay,  Kingsbury,  Fisher,  Everett, 
Dwight,  and  Fairbanks  and  of  so  many  other  pioneer  names,  familiar  to  us  all,  can  trace 
their  title  back  further  than  most  of  the  present  high  peers  of  Great  Britain;  for  only 
two  of  the  existing  Dukedoms  and  only  four  of  the  ISO  Earldoms  were  created  prior 
to  1636. 


Of  Dedham’s  early  history,  I  shall  treat  but  briefly,  as  it  has  been  fully  and  admir¬ 
ably  dealt  with  in  previous  Addresses;  but  three  points  it  may  be  of  interest  to  dwell 
upon:  first,  how  our  Town  happened  to  be  settled  here;  second,  what  were  its  original 
boundaries;  and  third,  how  it  received  its  name. 


I. 

How  did  the  town  happen  to  be  settled  here?  Before  163  0,  while  no  white  man 
had  traveled  or  settled  in  the  interior  of  Massachusetts,  the  coast  was  rather  well  known; 
as,  from  the  year  1602  (when  Captain  Bartholomew  Gosnold  landed  on  Cape  Cod),  it 
had  been  explored  by  Captain  Martin  Pring,  by  De  Champlain,  by  De  Poutrincourt,  by 
Captain  John  Smith,  By  Hendrik  Hudson,  by  George  Popham,  by  Captain  Robert 
Dermer,  and  by  the  Pilgrim  settlers  at  Plymouth.  Moreover,  between  1610  and  1628, 
scattered  settlements  had  been  made  at  the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot,  the  Kennebec,  and 
the  Piscataqua  Rivers,  on  Monhegan  Island,  and  at  Cape  Ann,  Salem,  Nantasket,  Winni- 
simnaet  (now  Chelsea),  Shawmut  (now  Boston),  Noddles  Island  (now  East  Boston), 
Thompson’s  Island,  Mount  Wollaston  (now  Quincy),  Weymouth,  and  Plymouth.  In 
addition,  the  coast  was  frequently  visited  by  fishing  vessels  (Captain  Smith  reporting 
fifty  in  1623  ).  Therefore,  when  the  colonists  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
landed  at  Salem  and  Charlestown  in  1629  and  1630,  they  did  not  come  to  an  unknown 
country.  And  it  was  a  peculiarly  fortunate  time  and  location  that  they  chose.  For, 
less  than  fifteen  years  before,  a  disastrous  disease  had  swept  away  nearly  nine-tenths  of 
the  Indian  population  in  Eastern  Maine  and  Massachusetts;  the  lands  which  the  Indians 
had  cleared  and  planted  with  corn  for  so  many  years  were  lying  fallow  and  easy  of  cul¬ 
tivation  by  the  white  man;  and  while  it  is  a  popular  impression  that  in  those  days  the 
lands  were  covered  with  impenetrable  forest,  William  Wood  wrote,  in  1634,  in  New 
England  Prospect  to  the  contrary,  as  follows: 

"There  is  no  under-wood  save  in  swamps  and  low  places,  for  it  being  the 
custom  of  the  Indians  to  burn  the  woods  in  November  when  the  grass  is  with¬ 
ered  and  the  leaves  dried,  it  consumes  all  the  underwood  and  rubbish.  ...  In 
the  Spring,  the  grass  grows  rapidly  on  the  burnt  lands.  .  .  .  The  woods  are  open 
and  the  forests  penetrated  without  difficulty.  The  only  obstruction  were 
streams,  hills  and  swamps.  .  .  .  Owing  to  the  destruction  of  many  saplings  by 
the  annual  burnings,  valuable  timber  trees  were  not  abondant.  They  grow 
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in  moist  places  and  low  water  courses  where  the  fires  were  less  severe.” 
Furthermore,  Wood  deemed  the  Boston  surroundings  particularly  favorable, 


as 


they  are  not  troubled  with  three  great  annoyances,  wolves,  rattlesnakes,  and  musketoes.” 
Under  such  conditions,  all  the  early  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  settlements  clustered 
along  the  coast  and  the  river  mouths;  and  by  163 6,  there  were  about  ten  thousand 
inhabitants  in  the  Colony.  North  of  Boston,  there  were  the  towns  of  Newbury,  Ipswich, 
Salem,  Marblehead,  Saugus  (Lynn),  Medford,  Watertown,  Newtowne  (Cambridge), 
and  Charlestown;  to  the  south  of  Boston  were  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  and 
Hingham.  Boston  itself  was  a  rather  small  peninsula  ending  at  the  Roxbury  line,  but 
possessing  farm  and  grazing  lands  in  what  was  known  as  "Muddy  River,”  (the  present 
Brookline)  which  lands  extended  southwesterly,  nearly  to  the  Charles  River.  Roxbury 
was  only  about  two  miles  in  width  and  also  extended  southwesterly  to  the  Charles  River. 
Newtowne  (or  Cambridge)  had  at  first  been  compressed  within  very  narrow  limits 
about  a  mile  in  width  north  of  the  River,  but  in  1634  it  had  acquired  territory  to  the 
south  of  the  River,  included  in  the  present  Brighton  and  most  of  the  city  of  Newton. 
Watertown  was  first  settled  in  163  0  on  the  River,  at  about  the  spot  now  covered  by  the 
James  Russell  Lowell  place  known  as  Elmwood  and  by  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery  now  in 
the  City  of  Cambridge;  in  addition,  Watertown  owned  the  lands  which  later  became  the 
towns  of  Weston,  Waltham,  and  Belmont. 

As  a  very  considerable  amount  of  land  was  needed  by  each  pioneer  family  for  graz¬ 
ing  and  for  crops,  the  settlers  at  Watertown,  Newtowne,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester  very 
soon  became  dissatisfied  with  their  boundaries.  "Land,  more  land,”  has  throughout  our 
history  been  the  cry  of  the  American  pioneer.  News  had  come  of  rich  lands  on  the 
Connecticut  River  which  some  of  the  Plymouth  Colonists  had  been  exploring.  In  1633, 
John  Oldham  had  followed  the  Indian  trail  west  from  Boston  to  that  river;  and  the 
next  year  several  other  men  going  overland  to  examine  that  territory  had  brought  back 
glowing  accounts.  (It  is  possible  that  the  Indian  Trail  which  they  followed,  later  known 
as  "The  Bay  Path,”  took  them  through  a  portion  of  Dedham  now  included  in  Natick.) 
Accordingly,  Newtowne  men  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  leave  to  remove,  com¬ 
plaining  of  "straightness  for  want  of  land,  especially  meadow,”  "their  want  of  accom¬ 
modation  for  their  cattle  so  as  they  were  not  able  to  maintain  their  minister  and  could 
not  receive  any  more  friends  to  help  them,”  and  also  "as  a  fundamental  error,  that  towns 
were  set  so  near  each  to  other”;  and,  as  a  final  (and  probably  the  real  reason)  "the  strong 
bent  of  their  spirits  to  remove  thither,”  i.  e.,  to  Connecticut.  Similarly,  at  the  same  time, 
the  inhabitants  of  Watertown  alleged  that  "there  be  too  many  inhabitants  in  the  town 
and  the  town  is  thereby  in  danger  to  be  ruinated.”  (4)  Accordingly,  the  General  Court, 
on  May  6,  163  5,  finally  recognized  these  conditions  by  ordering  that:  "There  is  liberty 
granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Watertown  to  remove  themselves  to  any  place  they  shall 
think  meet  to  make  choice  of,  provided  they  continue  still  under  this  government,”  and 
inhabitants  of  Newtowne,  Dorchester  and  Roxbury,  were  allowed  the  same  privilege. 
Acting  under  these  orders,  emigrants  from  these  towns  settled  the  towns  of  Hartford, 
Wethersfield,  Windsor,  and  Springfield  far  away  on  the  Connecticut  River;  and  at  the 
same  time,  Watertown  men  began  two  other  emigrations  into  the  interior  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  These,  the  General  Court  recognized  by  two  orders  of  September  3,  1  63  5 — one 
establishing  the  plantation  named  Concord,  and  the  other,  the  plantation  later  known  as 
Dedham  as  follows:  "That  there  shall  be  a  plantation  settled  about  two  myles  above  the 
falls  of  Charles  River  on  the  northeast  syde  thereof,  to  have  ground  lyeing  to  it  on  both 
sydes  the  ryver,  both  upland  and  meadows  to  be  layde  out  hereafter  as  the  Court  shall 
appoynt”  Under  these  orders,  the  first  two  frontier  towns  in  the  Massachusetts  Bav 
Colony  were  settled.  This  first  Dedham  grant  as  laid  out  in  detail,  April  13,  1636, 
provided  that: 

"the  bounds  of  the  town  shall  run  from  the  marked  tree  by  Charles  River  on 

the  northwest  side  of  Roxbury  bounds  one  mile  and  half  northeast  and  from 

[21] 


if 


THE  "KEYE 

DEDHAM  PLANTATION 


LANDING  PLACE  OF  THE 
FIRST  SETTLERS 


' 

.  !  i4rr;«0  i« .  »f»w *  /. 

jiwmA  aril  !o  via  arf)  na»d  yio  »rl 


DEDHAM 

1636 


TERCENTENARY  i? 


1936 


W'/- 
■- '  ■  iV 


i^C 


C‘\>  •  i  \ 
■■  I  .  V:  I  | 


1 

II  f  i; 


thence  three  miles  northwest  and  so  from  thence  five  miles  southwest  and  on 
the  southwest  side  of  Charles  River  from  the  southeast  side  of  Roxbury  bounds 
to  run  four  miles  on  a  southwest  line,  reserving  the  properties  to  several  persons 
granted  by  special  order  ol  Court.” 

These  boundaries  would  have  given  to  the  new  town  a  portion  of  the  present  city  of 
Newton  about  three  by'  one  and  a  half  miles  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  River  where, 
by  the  order,  the  plantation  was  to  be  settled;  and  it  would  have  also  possessed,  south  of 
the  river,  land  comprising  about  one  half  of  the  present  area  of  Dedham,  also  about  one 
half  of  Westwood,  Dover,  and  the  present  Needham.  (5)  This  limited  area  was  unsat¬ 
isfactory  to  those  Watertown  men  who  had  already  explored  the  lands  south  of  the 
River;  and  accordingly  twenty-two  of  them,  on  September  5,  163  6,  asked  for  further 
territory  as  follows: 

"May  it  please  this  Honoured  Court  to  Ratifie  unto  your  humble  petitioners 
your  grant  formerly  made  of  a  Plantacion  above  the  Falls  that  we  may  possesse 
all  that  Land  which  is  left  out  of  ail  former  grants  upon  that  side  of  the 
Charles  River.  And  upon  the  other  side  five  miles  square.” 

They  asked  the  Court  "to  distinguish  our  Towne  by  the  name  of  Contentment  or  other¬ 
wise  what  you  shall  please”;  and  the  spirit  of  their  petition  was  shown  in  its  final  para¬ 
graph: 


E3 
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(6)  And  lastly  we  intreate  such  other  helps  as  your  Wisdoms  shall  knowe  best 
in  favour  to  grante  unto  us  for  our  well  emproveing  of  what  we  ar  thus  en¬ 
trusted  withall  unto  our  particular  but  especially  unto  the  genrall  good  of  this 
whole  weale  publike  in  succeeding  times.” 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Court  begun  September  8,  1636,  the  petition  of  the 
settlers  was  granted,  on  September  10  according  to  our  Town  Records  as  follows: 

( 1 )  That  this  Plantacion  shall  have  3  yeares  Immunitie  from  publike  charges. 

(2)  That  our  Towne  shall  beare  the  name  of  Dedham. 

(3)  All  the  rest  of  ye  Peticion  fully  granted  by  a  genrall  voate  freely  and 
cheerefully  wihout  any  exception  at  all  whereupon  this  short  Order  was 
drawen  up  and  recorded  by  ye  Secretary,  Mr.  Bradstreete. 

Ordered  yt  the  Plantacion  to  be  settled  above  Charles  River  shall  have  3 
yeares  Immunitie  from  publike  charges  as  Concord  had  to  be  accounted  from 
the  first  of  Maye  next  and  the  name  of  the  said  Plantacion  is  to  be  Dedham. 

To  enjoye  all  that  Land  on  the  Easterly  and  southerly  side  of  Charles 
River  not  formerly  Granted  unto  any  Towne  or  particular  person.  And  allso 
to  have  J  miles  square  on  ye  other  side  of  the  River. 

And  our  Town  Records  further  state  that: 

This  Draught:  or  Tract  of  our  Plantacion  being  presented  unto  the  Court 
Genrall  after  publishing  of  our  Peticion.  It  pleased  the  said  Court  by  a  full 
consent  to  grante  our  said  Towne  of  Dedham  to  extend  every  waye  according 
to  the  same  forme  there  in  Delineated  without  any  contradiction  at  all  made 
of  or  concerning  the  same  being  viewed  by  the  whole  Courte. 

It  would  appear  from  the  above  that  a  map  or  plan  of  the  proposed  Town  was 
presented  to  the  General  Court — the  "draught  or  tract”  and  the  "forme  there  in  Delin¬ 
eated” — ;  but  no  trace  of  it  is  now  extant. 


And  thus  was  founded  our  Town — the  sixteenth  in  the  Colony;  and  for  their  "good 
successe  at  the  General  Court,”  the  petitioners  entered  in  their  records  a  "thanksgiving 
made  unto  God.” 
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Just  when  our  pioneers  actually  came  here  is  uncertain.  Their  early  Town- 
meetings  were  held  in  Watertown  on  August  18,  29,  September  5,  14,  November  2  5, 
December  3  1,  1636  and  January  28  and  February  2,  1637.  On  August  18,  1636,  when 
the  only  land  they  held  was  that  given  to  them  by  the  earlier  grant  of  September  3,  163  5, 
they  began  to  make  allotments  of  territory  extending  from  the  present  Haven  Street  to 
East  Street;  and  on  September  14,  163  6,  a  bridge  was  planned  over  Dwight’s  Brook 
(Little  River).  Building  was  begun  on  these  lots  before  any  general  settlement  was 
made  here,  as  appears  from  the  record  of  a  meeting  in  Watertown,  December  3  1,  1636: 

Whereas  certeyne  of  our  Company  are  gone  up  to  inhabite  this  winter  at  our 
Towne  of  Dedham,  and  that  other  materialls  are  not  well  to  be  had  for  the 
closeing  in  of  their  houses  at  such  a  season.  ...  we  doe  therefore  give  liberty 
only  for  every  such  inhabitant  abovesayd  to  make  use  of  Clapboards  to  any 
parte  of  his  house  for  his  present  necessety. 

By  March  23,  163  7,  however,  the  original  settlers  assembled  in  a  Town-meeting 
held  here;  and  at  this  first  Town-meeting,  the  first  regulation  passed  was:  "That  in  ye 
great  Iland  under  ye  Rocke  shall  a  yard  be  paled  in  for  Swyne.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  modest  area  assigned  for  lots  to  the  original  settlers — 
for  married  men,  twelve  acres  of  upland,  an  equal  amount  of  meadow  land,  and  five 
acres  of  swamp;  for  an  unmarried  man,  eight  acres  of  upland,  an  equal  amounc  of 
meadow,  and  three  acres  of  swamp.  Compare  with  this,  the  fact  that,  two  hundred 
years  later,  when  American  pioneers  settled  the  West,  they  each  preempted  or  bought 
usually  from  a  quarter  section  to  a  full  section,  i.e.,  from  160  to  640  acres;  and  west 
of  the  Mississippi  after  1862,  they  received  under  the  Homestead  Act  160  acres  each. 
The  total  individual  allotments  of  upland  and  meadow  to  all  the  original  proprietors 
in  Dedham  did  not  exceed  1200  acres.  These  original  proprietors  and  those 
who  later  became  proprietors,  however,  held  extensive  additional  rights  in  the  common 
lands  extending  over  the  wide-flung  area  of  the  Town.  (At  first,  new  settlers  in  the 
Town  received  their  share  of  the  common  lands,  but  after  1656,  it  was  voted  that  no 
further  rights  in  common  lands  should  be  granted  to  newly-admitted  inhabitants.) 


\ 
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As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  pioneers  came  here,  it  has  been  popular  tradition 
that  the  first  of  them  paddled  up  the  River;  but  as  there  was  then  a  road  in  existence 
from  Watertown  to  the  Upper  Falls  (in  the  present  City  of  Newton),  they  probably 
came  overland  as  far  as  the  Falls.  The  only  boats  at  that  time  were  dugouts,  each  made 
from  a  single  pine  tree;  and  boats  large  enough  to  take  the  settlers  would  not  have  been 
carried  around  the  Falls.  But  it  is  also  probable  that  many  of  the  settlers  soon  came 
overland  all  the  way  from  Watertown;  for  there  was  then  a  road  from  that  town  to 
Roxbury  and  Boston,  passing  through  the  present  Town  Square  of  Brookline  and  along 
Huntington  Avenue;  and  there  was  also  a  road  from  Boston  to  Jamaica  Pond  and 
thence  to  the  Upper  Falls  (probably  the  present  Center  Street),  which  followed  the 
old  Indian  Trail  to  Connecticut  known  as  the  "Bay  Path.”  The  difficulty  of  using  the 
River  was  noted  at  the  time,  in  a  letter  now  extant  from  Rev.  John  Davenport  and 
Theophilus  Eaton  to  the  General  Court,  March  12,  163  8,  in  which  they  say  that  they 
had  been  "pressed  with  much  importunity”  to  go  to  a  place  (undoubtedly  Dedham), 
but  they  objected  that  "a  boat  cannot  pass  from  the  bay  thither  nearer  than  8  or  10 
miles  distance.”  (6)  Samuel  Foster  Haven,  in  his  Address  at  the  200th  Anniversary, 
stated  that  the  new  settlement  was  "so  near  to  Watertown  and  Roxbury  as  to  admit  of 
going  backwards  and  forwards  from  one  to  the  other  in  the  same  day.”  Certainly,  they 
could  not  do  this  by  boat.  It  is  to  be  noted  also  that  the  General  Court,  on  June  1, 
1634,  had  made  a  grant  of  300  acres  to  Samuel  Dudley,  located  between  the  present 
Spring  Street  and  our  present  Town  east  of  Little  River  (Dwight’s  Brook),  and  there 
may  have  been  access  to  it  from  Boston  by  land.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that,  as  I 
have  said,  many  of  the  early  settlers  came  overland  from  Watertown  through  the  Muddy 
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River  parts  of  Boston  and  reached  Dedham  from  the  present  Spring  Street  section,  strik¬ 
ing  here  at  a  point  near  Dwight’s  Brook  (at  the  northeast  abutment  of  the  present  rail¬ 
road  bridge  where  East  Street  crosses  High  Street  where  they  located  John  Dwight’s  house 
among  their  first  houses). 


In  whatever  manner  they  came,  they  were  the  first  to  penetrate  and  settle  in  the 
unknown  wilderness  south  of  the  River;  and  their  frontier  situation  was  clearly  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  Town  Records  of  November  2  5,  163  6,  when  it  was  voted  that  the  lots 
should  be  resided  upon  and  "improved”  before  the  next  year,  "our  Towne  of  Dedham 
being  far  Remote  from  other  Townes,  soe  that  it  is  Requesite  we  should  enioye  what 
number  of  people  we  may  for  our  better  safety  from  danger  as  also  for  other  comp- 
forts  depending  thereupon.”  , 


Such  was  this  first  penetration  from  Watertown  into  the  wilderness  south  of  the 
River;  and  thus  early  did  our  settlers  furnish  an  example  of  that  characteristic  of 
Americans  in  all  our  history — the  urge  to  move  on  and  go  elsewhere. 


II. 


What  were  Dedham’s  original  boundaries? 


Its  northerly  line  was  the  southerly  line  of  the  towns  of  Newtowne  (Cambridge), 
Roxbury,  and  Dorchester,  the  latter’s  southerly  line  extending  straight  from  Roxbury 
corner  to  the  summit  of  Blue  Hill.  (7)  On  the  east,  Dedham’s  territory  would  have 
included  much  of  the  present  Milton,  Canton,  Stoughton  and  Foxboro.  On  the  west, 
it  extended  to  the  Charles  River  and  its  five  mile  square  on  the  other  side  of  the  River 
included  the  present  towns  of  Needham,  Wellesley,  most  of  Natick  and  also  Dedham 
Island.  (8)  Its  territory  to  the  eastward,  however,  was  greatly  diminished  within  two 
years,  when  on  May  7,  163  8,  the  General  Court  took  away  from  Dedham  and  granted  to 
Dorchester  the  lands  east  of  a  line  running  southerly  from  Roxbury  corner  and  west 
of  the  Neponset  River  to  the  Plymouth  Colony  boundary,  that  is,  practically  to  the 
present  line  between  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Counties  near  North  Attleborough.  (8) 


But  where  was  Dedham’s  southern  boundary?  It  is  an  astonishing  fact  that  no  one, 
not  even  the  General  Court,  knew  in  163  6  where  that  boundary  was.  And  this  for  a 
very  good  reason — because  neither  the  General  Court  nor  anyone  else  then  knew  how 
far  to  the  south  the  lands  extended  which  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  held  under 
their  Patent  from  the  King.  That  Patent  (granted  in  1629)  fixed  the  south  bpundary 
as  a  line  which  would  include  all  lands  extending  three  miles  "on  the  south  parte  of  the 
said  Charles  River  or  of  any,  or  everie  part  thereof,”  and  also  all  land  three  miles  south 
"of  the  southcrmost  part  of  Massachusetts  Bay”;  and  the  north  and  southern  lines  of  the 
Colony  were  to  extend  "from  the  Atlantic  and  Westerne  Sea  and  Ocean  on  the  east  parte 
to  the  South  Sea  (Pacific  Ocean)  on  the  west  parte.”  At  that  time,  "Massachusetts 
Bay”  meant  Boston  Harbor  and  a  line  drawn  due  west  from  a  a  point  three  miles  south 
of  the  southermost  part  of  Boston  Harbor  i.  e.  in  Weymouth,  would  run  a  little  south 
of  the  present  Canton  Junction  and  the  present  Medficld.  But  where  was  the  line  located 
which  would  lie  "three  English  Myles  on  the  South  parte  of  the  said  Charles  River,  or  of 
any,  or  everie  part  thereof?”  So  far  as  now  appears,  at  the  time  of  the  Patent  there  were 
only  four  maps  in  existence  showing  the  Charles  River — one,  a  map  made  by  De  Cham¬ 
plain  on  his  explorations  in  160  5  and  published  in  his  Voyages  in  1613;  Captain  John 
Smith’s  map  made  in  1614  and  published  in  1616;  a  Dutch  map  of  about  1614;  and  Al¬ 
exander’s  map  of  1624  in  Purcbas’  Pilgrims.  All  these  maps  showed  Charles  River  extend¬ 
ing  due  west  from  Boston  Harbor,  without  any  tributary  from  the  south,  and  apparently 
having  its  source  near  Lake  Champlain.  No  white  man,  prior  to  1629,  had  ever  pene¬ 
trated  the  interior  from  the  coast  so  as  to  know  actually  the  location  of  the  River.  None 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colonists  had  ever  explored  the  Charles  River  after  1629  much 
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further  than  the  present  site  of  Dedham;  for  the  only  two  maps  made  between  1630  and 
163  5  now  known  show  the  end  of  the  River  at  about  that  location.  (9)  No  one  apparent¬ 
ly  knew  that  the  River,  instead  of  extending  to  the  west,  turned  south  at  Needham  and 
that  the  main  stream  or  one  of  its  tributaries  extended  twenty  miles  to  the  south.  Hence, 
the  General  Court,  in  163  6,  probably  believed  that  Dedham’s  southern  boundary  would 
not  lie  much  further  south  than  a  line  running  through  the  present  Mcdficld.  And  as,  in 
163  6,  no  town  had  had  a  grant  of  land  extending  more  than  eight  miles  into  the  country 
from  the  town  meeting-house,  it  is  unlikely  that  Dedham’s  grant  was  intended  to  ex¬ 
tend  over  twenty  miles.  In  163  8,  however,  owing  to  a  dispute  with  the  Plymouth 
Colony  as  to  its  boundary  between  Hingham  and  Cohasset,  the  General  Court  decided 
to  find  out  how  far  to  the  south  Charles  River  actually  did  rise,  and  where  was,  in  fact, 
the  point  three  miles  from  the  River’s  most  southerly  part.  (10)  Accordingly,  it  ap¬ 
pointed  two  Commissioners  who,  with  two  appointed  by  Dedham  (John  Rogers  and 
Jonathan  Fairbanks),  were  "to  go  upon  the  discovery  of  Charles  River.”  These  Com¬ 
missioners  reported  (October  16,  1638  )  that  they  had  taken  an  observation  at  a  point 
41  degrees,  49  minutes  north  latitude  and  that  the  River  was  there  still  running  south¬ 
erly,  "but  wee  for  want  of  necessaries  could  not  at  that  time  try  the  utmost  end  of  the 
River.”  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  they  probably,  in  fact,  reached  the  southermost  part 
of  the  river;  though  they  were  poor  surveyors  and  their  figuring  of  latitude  was  wrong, 
as  the  actual  location  of  the  southermost  point  is  actually  nearly  fifteen  miles  further 
north  than  at  the  point  at  which  they  took  their  observation.  Four  years  later  (in  1642) 
two  agents  of  the  Colony,  Woodward  and  Saffery,  made  another  survey  and  fixed  the 
southern  line  of  the  Colony  by  driving  a  stake  "on  Wrentham  Plain”  at  a  point  (41 
degrees,  5  5  minutes)  just  about  seven  miles  north  of  the  point  reached  by  the  Dedham 
surveyors. 

Later,  after  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  was  chartered,  a  dispute  arose  between  it 
and  Massachusetts  over  their  dividing  line;  and  Commissioners  of  the  two  Colonies,  in 
1718,  relocated  the  Woodward  and  Saffery  line,  but  found  that  its  latitude  had  also 
been  incorrectly  surveyed  and  that  its  true  latitude  was  42  degrees,  3  minutes.  In  175  0, 
Rhode  Island,  having  made  another  survey,  rejected  this  line,  claiming  with  some  jus¬ 
tice  that  the  southermost  part  of  the  River  had  been  fixed  five  miles  too  far  to  the  south, 
owing  to  a  mistake  made  by  the  Commissioners  in  deciding  that  a  tributary  brook  was 
to  be  considered  as  the  River.  At  last,  eighty-four  years  later,  the  dispute  was  brought 
into  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  1834;  and  it  was  not  until  the  year 
1846,  that  that  Court  upheld  the  claim  of  Massachusetts;  and  thus,  after  a  lapse  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  years,  it  was  finally  decided  where  the  southern  line  of  Dedham  had 
been  in  163  6.  (12)  And  so  it  happened  that  our  Town’s  southern  boundary  was  the 

cause  of  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  the  decisions  ever  rendered  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  namely  that  which  established  the  right  of  the  Court  to 
determine  boundary  lines  between  States  of  the  Union. 


III. 


How  did  Dedham  receive  its  name?  When  the  first  settlers  under  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Colony  landed  in  Salem  in  1628,  there  was  in  existence  (so  far  as  now  appears) 
only  one  map  which  portrayed  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  New  England  coast. 
(13)  This  was  a  map  drawn  by  Captain  John  Smith  when  he  made  his  exploration  in 
1614,  and  published  by  him  in  1616  in  his  Description  of  Nciv  England.  On  this  map, 
at  the  time  of  making,  he  had  set  down  the  Indian  names  of  all  settlements  which  he 
then  found  here;  but  on  his  return  to  England,  he  petitioned  Prince  Charles  (second  son 
of  King  James,  the  First)  "to  change  their  barbarous  names  for  such  English  as  posterity 
might  say,  Prince  Charles  was  their  Godfather.”  In  compliance  with  this  request,  the 
Royal  youth  of  fifteen  years  of  age  affixed  English  names  to  the  Indian  locations;  and  at 
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the  top  of  the  map  as  published  there  appears  the  inscriptions;  "the  most  remarquable 
parts  thus  named  by  the  high  and  mighty  Prince  Charles,  Prince  of  Great  Britaine.” 
Had  the  early  settlers  followed  the  names  so  placed  on  the  map,  the  present  town  of 

York  in  Maine  would  have  been  named  Boston;  other  Maine  towns  further  eastward 

would  now  be  named  Edenborough,  Hull,  Ipswich,  Cambridge,  and  Dartmouth;  our 
Massachusetts  town  of  Hingham  would  now  be  named  London,  and  Marshfield  would 
be  Oxford;  the  Blue  Hills  would  be  known  as  the  Chevyot  Hills,  and  Cape  Cod  would  be 
Cape  James.  The  early  settlers,  however,  disregarding  the  opportunity  of  having 
Charles  known  to  posterity  as  "the  Godfather”  of  their  towns,  used  none  of  the  names 
so  carefully  assigned  by  their  King,  with  the  sole  exceptions  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  and 
Ipswich;  and  even  those  names  they  transferred  from  the  places  where  he  had  located 

them  on  the  coast  of  Maine  to  that  of  Massachusetts. 

When  the  General  Court,  in  its  order  of  September  10,  163  6,  gave  to  our  Town  the 
name  of  “Dedham”  (spelt  "Deddam,”  it  should  be  noted,  in  the  original  MSS  Court 
records),  they  probably  desired  to  solace  the  feelings  of  the  emigrants  from  the  English 
town  of  that  name  (John  Dwight,  John  Page,  and  John  Rogers).  Whether  in  England 
the  name  was  originally  Delheim  (the  house  in  the  dale)  or  Diddham  (the  home  of  the 
Didd  family),  the  English  town  had  many  romantic  historic  associations;  for  the  manor 
to  which  it  was  attached  had  been  part  of  the  marriage  endowment  of  three  queens  of 
Henry  VIII — Catherine  of  Aragon,  Anne  Boleyn,  and  Jane  Seymour.  While  the  name 
was  hardly  euphonious,  we  can,  at  least,  be  thankful  that  the  General  Court  did  not 
attach  to  our  town  here  and  to  the  other  new  settlements  their  early  uncouth  Indian 
names.  Certaintly  Concord  is  better  than  Musketaquid,  Wrentham  than  Wolomonopog, 
Weymouth  than  Wessaguscus,  Charlestown  than  Mishawum,  Salem  than  Naumkeag, 
Medfield  than  Boggestow,  Andover  than  Cochichowicke,  Newbury  than  Wessacucon, 
Groton  than  Petapawag,  Marlborough  than  Agaganquamasset;  Deerfield  than  Pocump- 
tuck;  and  though  the  name  of  Dedham  has  not  always  been  regarded  as  entirely  pleasing, 
it  is  at  least  as  attractive  as  the  Indian  name  of  Watertown  which  was  Pigsgusset. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  a  pity  that  the  General  Court  did  not  see  fit  to  grant  the  name 
which  the  pioneers  requested;  since  "Contentment”  (the  place  of  content),  like  Salem 
(the  place  of  peace)  and  Concord  (the  place  of  freedom  from  dissention),  represented 
very  fitly  and  appropriately  the  mood  and  sentiment  of  the  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts 
Bay.  For  content,  in  fact,  they  were — content  to  escape  from  England  to  a  land  where 
they  might  be  free  to  enjoy  their  own  form  of  religion  and  where  ample  land  and  ample 
means  of  livelihood  afforded  relief  from  the  serious  conditions  of  unem¬ 
ployment  then  prevailing  in  the  regions  of  Essex,  Dorset,  and  Suffolk  Counties  whence 
they  came.  (14)  And  this  content  with  their  new  conditions  here  was  often  emphasized 
by  the  pioneers.  Thus,  wrote  William  Wood  in  New  England's  Prospect  in  1634:  "They 
are  well  contented  and  look  not  so  much  at  abundance  as  a  competency.  And  Captain 
Roger  Clap  of  Dorchester  wrote  (in  1676)  as  to  his  hard  early  days:  "In  those  days,  God 
did  cause  his  people  to  trust  in  him  and  to  be  contented  with  mean  things.  I  took  notice 
of  it  as  a  great  favor  of  God  unto  me  not  only  to  preserve  my  life  but  to  give  me  content¬ 
ment  in  all  these  straits,  inasmuch  that  I  do  not  remember  that  ever  I  did  wish  in  my  heart 
that  I  had  not  come  unto  this  country.”  Thomas  Dudley  wrote  home  in  1631:  "If  any 
come  hither  to  plant  for  worldly  end  which  can  live  well  at  home,  he  commits  an  error, 
but  if  for  spiritual  ends.  .  .  .  He  may  find  here  what  may  well  content  him.”  Governor 
Winthrop  wrote  home  to  his  wife:  "I  thank  God  I  like  so  well  to  be  here,  as  I  do  not 
repent  my  coming.  I  would  not  have  altered  my  course  though  I  had  foreseen  all  these 
afflictions.  I  never  had  more  content  of  mind.”  And  likewise  the  settlers  in  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  Colony  when,  in  1627,  they  first  divided  the  land  amongst  them,  ordered:  "That 
whatsoever  the  surveyors  judge  sufficient  shall  stand  without  contradiction  or  opposition, 
and  every  man  shall  rest  contented  with  his  lot” — an  order  which  my  father  used  to 
say  contained  the  first  and  only  Pilgrim  pun  on  record. 
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And  that  civic  concord  and  contentment  were  leading  objects  of  our  own  pioneers, 
appears  in  the  Covenant  which  they  signed;  for  one  of  its  three  clauses  provided  that: 
"If  at  any  time  differences  shall  arise  between  parties  of  our  said  town,  that  then  such 
party  and  parties  shall  presently  refer  all  such  differences  unto  some  one,  2  or  3  others 
of  our  Society  to  be  fully  accorded  and  determined,  without  any  further  delay  if  it 
possibly  may  be.”  (IS)  And  in  our  first  Church  records,  it  is  written  that,  in  1637, 
the  pioneers  provided  for  weekly  meetings,  not  only  to  "prepare  for  communion  in  a 
church  society,”  but  "lovingly  to  discourse  and  consult  together  such  questions  as 
should  further  tend  to  establish  a  peaceable  and  comfortable  civil  society.” 


It  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  that  the  pioneers  of  163  6  were  not  tolerant  in 
religion.  They  did  not  pretend  to  be.  "  The  design  of  our  first  planters,”  wrote  Rev¬ 
erend  Samuel  Willard  in  1681,  "was  not  a  toleration.  .  .  .  Their  business  was  to  settle 
and  (as  much  as  in  them  lay)  secure  religion  to  Posterity  according  to  that  way  which 
they  believed  was  of  God.”  The  reason  for  this  lack  of  toleration  was  their  desire  for 
peace;  they  were  risking  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  a  distant  wilderness  and  an  instinct 
of  self-preservation  led  them  to  avoid  risks  of  discord  arising  from  any  source.  As  Rev¬ 
erend  John  W  hite  wrote  in  163  0,  in  The  Planters  Plea:  "Ill  humours  soon  overthrow  a 
weak  body  and  false  stones  in  a  foundation  ruin  the  whole  building;  the  persons,  there¬ 
fore,  chosen  out  for  this  employment  ought  to  be  willing,  constant,  industrious,  obedient, 
frugal,  lovers  of  the  common  good.  .  .  .  Care  must  be  had  ...  at  least  that  they  be 
willing  to  submit  to  authority;  mutinies,  which  many  times  are  kindled  by  one  person 
are  well  nigh  as  dangerous  in  a  Colony  as  in  an  Army.”  It  was  to  keep  out  all  elements 
of  dissension,  religious  as  well  as  civil,  that  our  Dedham  founders,  in  their  Covenant  of 
163  6,  provided  "that  we  shall  by  all  means  labor  to  keep  off  from  us  all  such  as  are 
contrary  minded  and  receive  only  such  unto  us  as  may  be  probably  of  one  heart  with 
us,  that  we  either  know  or  may  well  and  truly  be  informed  to  walke  in  a  peaceful  con¬ 
versation  with  all  meekness  of  spirit  .  .  .  seeking  the  good  of  each  other  out  of  which 
may  be  derived  true  peace.”  Whoever  had  views  and  objects  so  different  from  their 
own  that  his  presence  among  them  would  b;  an  occasion  of  weakness  or  strife  had,  in 
their  judgment,  no  claim  to  fasten  himself  upon  them.  To  use  a  phrase  of  Disraeli’s, 
"those  only  were  agreeable  to  them  who  agreed  with  them.”  For  this  reason,  it  was 
provided  in  Town  and  Colony  laws  that  no  settlement  could  be  made  without  consent 
of  the  General  Court,  and  that  no  person  could  be  later  admitted  to  a  settlement  with¬ 
out  consent  of  the  proprietors  already  admitted.  (16) 


It  is  to  be  especially  noted,  however,  that  none  of  the  harsh,  extreme,  and  narrow 
measures  that  were  taken  by  the  neighboring  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  against 
those  who  differed  in  religious  views  were  ever  adopted  in  our  Town  of  Dedham.  And  the 
best  illustration  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  preface  to  our  early  Church  records  in 
which  it  is  stated,  in  substance:  '  The  proceedings  herein  set  down  may  be  of  some  use  in 
after  times;  no  way  intending  thereby  to  bind  the  conscience  of  any  to  walk  by  this 
pattern,  any  farther  than  it  may  appear  to  be  agreeable  to  the  rule  of  the  gospel.” 

The  attitude  which  on  its  negative  side  has  been  termed  intolerance  had  a  positive 
side,  namely,  an  ardent  community  spirit  which  was  the  salvation  of  the  new  settle¬ 
ments.  No  man  was  allowed  to  work  for  himself  alone.  Everything  was  to  be  done  in 
and  for  the  local  community.  This  desire  for  the  common  weal  appeared  in  the  very 
petition  for  a  town  charter  which  our  settlers  presented  to  the  General  Court,  September 
5,  1636,  in  which  they  spoke  of  their  task  as  being  "the  well-improving  of  what  we  are 
thus  entrusted  withal,  unto  our  particular  but  especially  unto  the  general  good  of  this 
whole  weal  pubhek  in  succeeding  times.”  Action  for  the  common  weal  was  the  essence 
of  the  oath  which  every  freeman  had  to  take  as  follows:  "I  will  give  my  vote  and  suf¬ 
frage  as  I  shall  judge  in  mine  own  conscience  may  best  conduce  and  tend  to  the  public 
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weal  of  the  body,  without  respect  of  persons  or  favour  of  any  man.”  This  sense  that 
the  vital  need  and  the  safety  of  their  day  was  to  work  for  the  community  is  shown  in 
almost  every  vote  in  the  early  Town-meetings — the  first  of  which  was  "that  there  shall 
not  any  waters  within  the  compass  of  our  Towne  become  impropriated  unto  any  par¬ 
ticular  man  but  shall  rest  free  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole  Towne  for  matters 
of  fishing.”  The  common  welfare  was  the  object  of  most  of  the  succeeding  orders,  pro¬ 
viding  for  fines  for  absence  from  Town-meetings,  strict  regulations  as  to  cutting  of 
trees,  making  of  clapboards,  and  obtaining  fire-wood  (wood  being  a  prime  necessity), 
strict  requirement  of  every  man  to  construct  fences  and  gates  to  protect  the  lands 
against  roving  cattle  and  swine,  provision  for  common  lands  for  crops  and  common 
lands  for  cattle  "herd  walks,”  requirement  of  work  on  highways  by  all  inhabitants, 
provision  for  a  Town  training-field,  establishment  of  a  common  school  and  teacher  to  be 
supported  by  taxation,  common  contribution  to  establish  a  blacksmith — and  most  im¬ 
portant  of  all — provision  for  a  Town  Meeting-house.  Of  the  community  spirit,  the  true 
symbol  was  this  Meeting-house — a  word  the  meaning  and  significance  of  which  is  not 
always  borne  in  mind  by  us  of  later  days.  To  our  forefathers,  this  building  was  not 
merely  a  place  for  religious  service  but  in  it  were  held  the  Town-meetings,  the  Court 
trials,  the  celebrations  of  public  holidays,  and  the  discussions  of  political  events.  The 
Meeting-house  was  the  social  center  for  the  community;  for,  as  John  Adams  said,  "the 
New  Englander  was  a  meeting-going  animal.”  Community  spirit  was  especially  pro¬ 
moted  in  New  England  by  the  fact  that  the  Town  was  the  normal  unit,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  a  sense  of  fellowship  and  common  solidarity  which  did  not  exist  in  Virginia 
and  other  Colonies  (and,  later,  States)  where  the  civic  unit  was  the  County  and  not 
the  Tow  n. 


After  its  settlement,  the  history  of  Dedham  for  the  next  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  was  that  of  a  prosperous  farming  community,  steadily  developing  as  one  of  the 
prominent  towns  of  the  Colony.  That  it  was  in  the  forefront  of  Colonial  intellectual  life 
is  shown,  not  only  by  the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  to  establish  a  public  school  sup¬ 
ported  by  taxation  of  all  its  citizens,  but  also  by  the  notable  assistance  which  it  gave  to 
the  new  institution  of  Harvard  College;  for  on  the  list  of  subscriptions  to  the  College 
by  the  Colony  towns  from  1  6  5  3  to  1658,  Dedham  held  third  place;  and  it  appears  from 
the  years  1673  to  1709,  Dedham  sent  eleven  students  there  (only  four  towns  in  the 
whole  Colony  sending  more).  (17) 

Two  things  connected  with  Dedham’s  first  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  deserve 
notice — first,  the  steady  process  by  which  it  gave  birth  to  new  towns,  and  its  conse¬ 
quent  loss  of  territory  and  restriction  of  its  boundary;  and  second,  the  continual  train¬ 
ing  which  its  citizens  had  in  military  adventure. 

IV. 

The  first  territorial  child  of  Dedham  was  the  town  of  Medfield,  in  16  50.  The  fer¬ 
tile  grassy  meadows  in  that  part  of  the  original  Town,  though  six  miles  away,  attracted 
very  early  use  for  the  pasturage  of  cattle  (in  what  were  known  as  herd  walks).  In 
1640,  Dedham  granted  to  one  of  its  citizens,  Edward  Allyne,  3  00  acres  of  upland  and 
5  0  of  a  meadow,  in  that  region  known  as  Bogestow;  and  in  1643,  the  General  Court 
granted  to  Rev.  John  Allin  of  Dedham,  200  acres  at  "Boggestow  on  Charles  River,” 
which  were  laid  out  on  the  west  side  of  the  River.  In  1649,  Dedham  petitioned  the 
General  Court  for  a  further  tract  four  miles  by  three,  at  the  west  end  of  their  bounds 
next  to  Bogestow,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Chares  River,  stating  that  "they  are  straight¬ 
ened  at  their  doors  by  other  towns,  rocky  land,”  etc.  The  reason  thus  given  was  singu¬ 
lar;  for  though  they  might  be  "straightened”  by  the  proximity  of  Watertown,  Roxbury, 
Newton  and  Dorchester,  they  certainly  had  plenty  of  land  to  the  southward.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Court,  however,  October  23,  1649,  granted  Dedham’s  petition,  on  condition  that 
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a  distinct  village  be  erected  within  a  year;  and  Dedham,  on  November  14,  1649,  sei 
apart  the  land  to  the  new  town,  on  condition  that  the  grantees  should  pay  for  Dedham’s 
rights  in  the  meadows  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  (later  reduced  to  fifty).  In 
16  50,  thirteen  pioneers  went  from  Dedham  to  settle;  the  next  year,  twenty  six  more 
Irom  Weymouth  and  Braintree;  on  May  23,  1650  the  General  Court  incorporated  the  new 
town,  and  on  May  23,  165  1  gave  to  it  the  name  of  "Medfield” — the  forty-third  town 
in  the  Colony. 

In  1651,  Dedham  lost  further  territory  by  its  free  grant  of  2,000  acres  to  the 
Natick  Indians,  and  later  by  the  possession  taken  by  the  Indians  of  6,000  more  acres 
east  of  the  River.  As  a  recompense,  however,  for  this  loss,  the  General  Court  gave  to 
Dedham  8,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Colony  not  before  granted;  and  our  Town  had  the 
foresight  to  choose  some  of  the  most  fertile  lands  possible,  by  setting  them  out  at  Poc- 
umtuck  (now  the  town  of  Deerfield).  (18)  In  1670,  the  Dedham  proprietors  with 
five  others  laid  out  this  fine  valley  site  in  lots.  As  few,  if  any,  Dedham  men  became  per¬ 
manent  residents,  much  of  the  land  fell  into  the  hands  of  speculators.  Hence  in  1678 
the  inhabitants  there  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  made  a  separate  town,  saying 
that  nearly  one  half  of  the  land  and  almost  all  the  best  "belongs  unto  8  or  9  proprietors 
and  many  of  which  are  never  like  to  come  to  a  settlement  which  we  have  formerly 
iound  grievous  and  do  judge  for  the  future  will  be  found  intolerable  if  not  altered.” 
In  1682,  the  town  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Deerfield. 

The  third  constriction  of  Dedham’s  territory  occurred  in  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  Wrentham  by  the  General  Court,  October  17,  1673.  The  formation  of 
this  new  town,  like  that  of  so  many  others  in  early  days,  was  due  to  the  laws  relating  to 
the  religious  system  of  the  Colony.  Under  the  law,  residents  of  a  town  (whether  actual 
members  of  the  Church  or  not)  were  obliged  to  pay  in  taxes  their  share  for  the  support 
of  the  minister  and  of  the  school-teacher.  Furthermore,  by  law  all  persons  were  obliged 
to  attend  Church  services,  under  penalty  of  fine  (though  this  statue  was  not  always 
strictly  enforced).  These  obligations  naturally  became  very  onerous,  when  homes  were 
bu.lt  at  long  distances  from  the  Church  in  the  original  Dedham  settlement.  As  early  as 
1649,  the  grassy  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ponds  of  Wolomonopog  (or  Wollom- 
onuppoag)  (as  Wrentham  was  then  known)  had  attracted  settlers  from  Dedham  and 
two  Dedham  men  (John  Dwight  and  Francis  Chickering)  in  1647  had  given  notice 
of  hope  of  a  mine  near  the  pond.  In  1661,  at  a  Dedham  Town-meeting,  it  was  voted  to 
set  up  a  plantation  there  and  to  assign  600  acres  for  its  encouragement.  After  obtaining 
a  release  of  title  from  the  Indians,  twenty-three  men  appeared  willing  to  settle,  in  1 6 6 3 - 
but  failing  to  secure  promise  from  Dedham  of  sufficient  protection,  they  decided  not 
to  go  so  far  into  the  wilderness,  saying  that  "they  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  world 
altogether,  but  are  willing  to  proceed  if  the  town  will  enable  us  to  proceed  in  a  safe 
way  Finally  in  1669,  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Wolomonopog,  less  than  a  dozen  in 
number,  organized  to  build  a  separate  meeting-house  of  their  own  and  to  settle  a  minis¬ 
ter;  and  in  1673,  they  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a  charter.  Evidently,  Dedham 
was  Paymg  l>ctle  attention  to  its  citizens  in  this  distant  region;  for  they  stated  that  the 
constables  of  Dedham  were  not  willing  to  gather  taxes  to  pay  their  minister,  "so  that,” 
said  they,  work  is  like  to  fail  and  we  perish  for  lack  of  knowledge,  unless  it  please  God 
to  move  your  hearts  who  are  the  fathers  of  our  country,  to  take  care  for  us,  and  not  for 
us  only  but  tor  the  interest  of  God  here”  And  evidently,  believing  that  Dedham  was 
trying  to  profit  at  their  expense,  they  stated:  "Some  .  .  .  that  have  rights  here  seem 
only  to  be  willing  that  we  should  labor  under  the  straights  of  a  new  plantation  so  as  to 
bring  their  land  to  a  great  price,  which  no  other  can  regulate  (that  we  understand)  but 
yourselves.  .  .  .  Dedham  now  advising  us  to  be  of  ourselves,  declaring  that  they  cannot 
act  tor  us  as  is  necessary  in  divers  cases,  they  living  so  remote.”  Wrentham  was  incor¬ 
porated,  October  1  5,  1673. 
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The  fourth  loss  of  Dedham’s  territory  occurred  in  1711  when  Needham  was  incor¬ 
porated.  The  preceding  year,  45  families  in  that  section  applied  for  a  charter,  giving  as 
reasons,  the  fact  that  so  many  of  them  lived  from  six  to  ten  miles  from  the  Dedham 
Church,  rendering  it  “utterly  impossible  for  us  with  our  families  duly  to  attend  on  the 
public  worship  of  God  there  .  .  .  and  that  the  Lord  of  the  Universe  who  hath  made  man 
for  his  own  service  takes  no  pleasure  in  seeing  such  a  number  of  families  as  we  are 
arrived  unto,  content  themselves  like  the  brute  creature,  to  graze  upon  the  earth  and 
to  starve  our  own  soul  and  the  souls  of  our  poor  children,  whom  he  hath  given  us  the 
charge  of.”  And  further  they  described  that  "by  reason  the  water  being  high”  at  some 
seasons,  "we  can  neither  attend  Church  Meetings,  Town  Meetings,  nor  School  Meetings, 
and  so  lose  all  our  privileges  at  once.”  And  finally,  they  asserted  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  be  made  merely  a  precinct  of  Dedham,  since  a  precinct  being  usually  in  the  minority 
and  "the  weaker  party,”  has  frequently  "met  with  such  hard  measures  from  their  own 
as  are  hard  to  bear.”  Dedham  opposed  this  petition,  but  on  advice  of  the  General  Court 
exempted  the  petitioners  from  paying  taxes  for  support  of  the  Dedham  Minister,  pro¬ 
vided  they  would  supply  a  preacher  for  themselves,  and  Dedham  granted  to  them  a  13  3 
acre  lot  for  the  preacher’s  support.  The  General  Court  finally  granted  the  petition, 
November  5,  1711,  "provided  they  do  provide  and  honorably  support  a  learned  Ortho¬ 
dox  Minister  of  good  conversation  to  reside  with  them.” 


The  fifth  loss  of  Dedham’s  territory  occurred  in  1719,  when  the  town  of  Belling¬ 
ham  was  incorporated.  The  territory  included  in  it  lay  at  the  most  southwesterly  part 
of  Dedham.  In  1692  and  1698,  committees  sent  out  from  Dedham  reported  that  the 
land  there  was  exposed  to  Indian  attack  and  that  the  soil  was  poor  and  not  worth  while 
laying  out  in  a  dividend  (as  the  division  of  the  common  lands  was  termed)  among  the 
proprietors;  but  in  1698,  another  committee  reported  as  to  2100  acres  which  the  proprie¬ 
tors  decided  to  divide  by  lot  in  100  acres  portion.  A  few  years  later,  several  Baptists  from 
over  the  border  in  Rhode  Island  decided  to  purchase  and  settle  in  this  region.  In  1706, 
"Nicholas  Cook  on  behalf  of  himself  and  several  of  his  neighbors  being  new  beginners, 
and  some  of  them  very  poor,”  asked  Dedham  for  relief  from  town  taxes  for  two  years, 
and  it  was  granted.  In  1708  and  1714,  settlers  bought  from  Dedham  proprietors,  a  suf¬ 
ficient  number  of  acres  to  pasture  22  cows,  that  is,  22  "Cow  commons.”  Finally  in  1718, 
twenty  heads  of  families  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  incorporate  them  as  a  separate 
town,  since  they  "were  about  twenty  miles  distant  from  Dedham  and  being  very  remote 
from  the  publick  worship  of  God  .  .  .  and  that  they  have  little  or  no  benefit  of  town 
privileges  or  .  .  .  benefit  of  the  school”;  and  on  November  27,  1719,  they  became  the 
new  town  of  Bellingham. 


By  the  incorporation  of  Walpole,  December  10,  1724,  for  much  the  same  reasons, 
Dedham  suffered  her  sixth  loss  of  territory.  By  this  time,  since  all  these  new  town  char¬ 
ters  were  due  to  the  hardships  arising  from  the  obligation  of  distant  settlers  to  pay  for 
the  support  of  the  church  and  the  school  in  the  original  Town,  the  General  Court,  in 
order  to  prevent  further  splitting  up  into  separate  towns,  adopted  the  device  of  estab¬ 
lishing  new  parishes  or  precincts  in  the  old  town;  and  it  was  thus  that  Dedham’s  Second 
or  South  Parish  (called  Tiot)  was  incorporated  in  1730;  the  Third  or  West  Parish 
(called  Clapboardtrees)  in  1736;  and  the  Fourth  or  Springfield  Parish,  in  1748.  By 
this  device,  the  creation  of  the  new  towns,  respectively,  of  Norwood,  Westwood,  and 
Dover  was  postponed  for  over  a  century.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  parishes  like 
these,  not  only  Dedham,  but  many  other  Massachusetts  towns,  might  have  retained 
much  of  their  original  broad  areas,  had  it  not  been  for  the  rigid  law  as  to  taxes  for 
Church  support.  (19) 


And  now,  what  was  the  history  of  that  portion  of  the  Town  which  remained  after 
all  these  secessions  of  its  outlying  regions. 
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In  portraying  the  life  of  the  Town  since  those  early  days,  it  is  fitting  to  begin 
with  the  part  it  has  played  in  the  Nation’s  wars.  Its  early  settlers,  as  I  have  said,  were 
peacefully  minded;  and  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  their  neighbors,  a  vote  in  the 
early  town  records  of  Dorchester,  November  13,  1648,  gives  amusing  proof,  as  follows: 

Loving  neighbors,  whereas  we  understand  that  you  have  unawares  trespassed 
upon  a  swamp  lying  within  our  bounds  contrary  unto  a  court  order  and  that 
you  wish  it  may  not  be  offensive  unto  us.  and  for  that  end  you  propose  unto 
us  that  you  might  give  some  neighborly  consideration  for  that  which  is  fallen 
.  .  .  these  are  to  signify  unto  you  that  we  look  upon  what  is  done  with  as  much 
neighborly  patience  as  we  can  and  are  willing  to  correspond  with  you  upon 
fair  terms;  ...  to  agree  with  you  upon  neighborly  terms  about  it.  .  .  .  and  in 
the  meantime,  we  wish  you  to  trespass  no  further  upon  us  and  either  in  remov- 
ing  any  fallen  (trees)  or  felling  any  more.  And  so  we  rest  your  loving 
neighbors. 

But  the  Indians  did  not  permit  a  continuance  of  peace.  As  early  as  November  2  5, 
163  6,  Dedham  voted  that  "being  far  remote  from  other  towns  so  that  it  is  requisite  we 
should  enjoy  what  number  of  people  we  may  for  our  better  safety  from  danger  as  also 
for  other  comforts  depending  therein”  all  lot  owners  should  improve  their  lots  within  a 
year.  On  May  1  1,  1637,  it  was  voted  that  as  the  "evile  disposition  on  the  natives  hath 
caused  us  of  late  to  undergo  much  watching  and  wardings,”  all  were  ordered  to  pay 
two  shillings  for  munition  and  general  defence;  and  Thomas  Cakcbread,  "upon  con¬ 
sideration  of  his  knowledge  of  marshall  affayers,”  was  invited  from  Watertown  to  train 
the  Town’s  military  men,  and  (as  has  been  said)  "to  lend  the  terror  of  his  martial 
name”  for  the  security  of  Dedham.  On  August  12,  1645,  the  General  Court  ordered 
that  in  view  of  "the  great  danger  that  Concord,  Sudbury,  and  Dedham  will  be  exposed 
unto,  being  inland  towns  and  thinly  peopled,”  no  man  then  settled  in  those  towns 
should  remove  to  any  other  town  without  the  permission  of  a  magistrate,  "until  it  shall 
please  God  to  settle  peace  again  or  some  other  way  of  safety  to  the  said  towns.” 

From  that  day  to  this  a  fact  that  is  not  always  realized  by  those  who  believe 
that  Americans  are  a  peaceful  people— from  163  6  to  193  6,  no  person  born  in  Dedham 
l  cl  t<J  Jn  f'ffy~sccu,nl  ycar  without  having  passed  through  at  least  two  wars  in 
/Jose  fifty-tuo  years.  Before  our  100th  Anniversary,  Dedham  men  had  fought  in  the 
Pequot  Indian  War  in  1637,  in  the  expedition  against  the  Niantic  Indians  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  in  1  6  5  5  ;  in  the  bloody  fights  of  King  Philip’s  War  in  1675-1676;  and  Dedham  men 
had  served  in  the  Quebec  expedition  under  Sir  William  Phips  in  1690.  Between  the 
100th  and  15  0th  Anniversaries,,  the  first  war  in  which  Dedham  men  took  part  was 
m  South  America,  directed  at  the  capture  of  far-off  Carthagcna— an  expedition  com¬ 
manded  by  Admiral  Vernon  (under  whom  Lawrence  Washington  served  and  for  whom 
he  named  his  estate  Mount  Vernon”),  and  an  expedition  from  which  only  5  5  of  the 
<00  men  sent  out  by  Massachusetts  ever  returned.  Four  years  later,  Dedham  men  fought 
at  Louisburg  in  Cape  Breton  during  the  French  and  Indian  War  of  1745.  In  the  1 7 5 0’s 
they  fought  at  Ticonderoga  and  at  Crown  Point  and  in  Nova  Scotia  during  Queen 
Annes  War.  A  company  of  minute  men  and  four  militia  companies  from  the  different 
parishes  (nearly  300  in  all)  had  gone  from  Dedham  to  the  Concord-Lexington  fight 
on  the  morning  of  April  19,  1775;  and  over  650  Dedham  men  had  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  Between  the  15  0th  and  the  200th  Anniversaries,  there  occurred  the 
(20)S  Ret>C  ‘°n  m  1787,  the  Naval  War  with  France  in  1798,  and  the  War  of  1812. 

At  this  point,  let  me  make  a  slight  digression  to  recall  the  little  known  fact  that, 
in  1814,  war  came  fairly  near  to  the  borders  of  the  Town.  In  May  of  that  year,  Col.’ 
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Eustis’  regiment  of  flying  artillery  was  recruiting  here  and  had  its  barracks  on  West- 
field  Street,  opposite  the  corner  of  Haven  Street.  In  June,  the  British  burned  vessels  at 
Cohasset  and  Scituate;  Gloucester  and  Salem  harbors  were  blockaded,  Plymouth  attacked, 
and  Nantucket  captured.  In  July,  the  British  fleet  came  into  Boston  Harbor  and  lay 
off  Gallups  Island  and  the  Graves.  In  June  17,  our  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames  recorded  in  his 
Diary  that  "seven  loads  of  heavy  money  of  Union  Bank  of  Boston  was  lodged  in  Ded¬ 
ham  bank  vaults.”  On  September  17,  Dr.  Ames  recorded  "vast  stores  naval,  military 
lodged  in  Dedham”;  and  on  September  12,  he  noted  that  a  Dedham  company  moved  to 
Boston  for  defense.  (And  on  October  20,  "soldiers  return  from  garrison  at  Dorchester, 
South  Boston.”) 

To  resume  our  military  record — before  the  2  5  0th  Celebration,  the  War  with 
Mexico  had  been  fought;  and  the  Civil  War,  in  which  611  Dedham  men  were  enlisted. 
And  after  the  2  5  0th  Anniversary,  34  men  from  Dedham  served  in  the  Spanish  War  in 
1898;  and  642  men  in  the  World  war  (443  in  the  Army,  147  in  the  Navy,  and  5  2  in 
the  Marine  Corps). 

It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that,  as  each  Anniversary  has  arrived,  tribute  should  have 
been  paid  to  the  devotion  of  these  citizens  who  served  Town  and  Nation  so  well.  And 
no  man,  woman,  or  child  should  now  pass  that  tablet  in  Memorial  Hall,  or  that  monu¬ 
ment  in  the  Old  Burial  Ground,  or  that  memorial  in  the  American  Legion  grounds, 
without  bowed  head  or  raised  hat,  in  reverent  honor  to  those  who  gave  up  their  lives  for 
their  country. 

VI 

And  yet,  while  town  histories  should  contain  these  particulars  of  the  patriotism  of 
their  citizens,  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  wars,  while  affecting  the  destiny  of 

the  Nation  as  a  whole,  do  not  vitally  alter  the  character  and  development  of  the  town 

as  a  town.  Dedham  would  probably  be  much  the  same  town  that  it  is,  even  if  not  one 
of  these  wars  (other  than  the  War  of  the  Revolution)  had  occurred.  For  the  vital 

factors  in  the  growth  and  vigor  of  a  town  are  things  of  peace,  not  of  war.  It  is  to 

such  factors  that  I  now  wish  to  direct  your  attention.  What  are  the  real  matters 
which  have  changed  the  life  of  this  Town  and  the  lives  of  its  citizens? 

First,  let  us  look  at  Dedham  at  the  15  0th  Anniversary,  when  it  had  completed 
one  half  of  its  present  history.  The  Dedham  of  1786,  it  should  be  noted,  was  not 
essentially  different  from  the  Dedham  of  1686.  Although  it  had  lost  the  territory 
included  in  the  old  towns  of  Medfield,  Natick,  Deerfield,  Wrentham,  Bellingham,  and 
Walpole,  Dedham  in  1786  still  remained  a  scattered  farming  community,  having  less 
than  2,000  inhabitants,  with  a  central  village  consisting  of  less  than  one  hundred  houses, 
in  which  lived,  in  general,  mechanics,  farm  owners,  and  a  few  professional  men.  The 
chief  changes  since  1686,  had  been  the  establishment  of  an  Episcopal  Church  (in  1761) 
and  of  three  new  schools — the  East  Street  (in  1717,  renamed  the  Endicott  in  1867), 
the  Dexter  (in  1774),  and  the  Avery  (in  1784).  In  the  next  fifty  years  after 
178  6,  however,  very  vital  changes  occurred  here.  In  the  first  place,  in  1793,  Dedham 
became  the  shire  town  of  the  new  Norfolk  County,  and  this  brought  new  residents, 
traffic,  and  professional  business  to  the  Town.  The  Court  was  at  first  held  in  the 
Meeting-house,  whence  (on  January  7,  1799),  it  was  by  reason  of  coldness  imme¬ 
diately  adjourned  to  the  Sign  of  the  Law  Book’  ” — the  Ames  Tavern.  In  1796,  the 
first  Court-house  (a  wooden  building)  was  completed  on  a  site  across  Court  Street  next 
to  the  present  house  of  Mrs.  Walter  Austin;  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  was  not 
large  enough  to  accommodate  the  crowd  of  spectators  which  gathered  for  Dedham’s 
famous  murder  case  in  1801,  so  that  the  trial  was  actually  held  in  the  First  Parish 
Meeting-house.  The  wooden  jail  stood  near  on  Highland  Street,  and  a  tree  near  by 
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was  used  as  a  whipping  post,  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Court  Streets.  The  gallows 
were  erected  on  the  Town  Common  and  under  them  were  sometimes  buried  the  bodr-s  of 
criminals  executed.  (21) 

Accompanying  its  promotion  to  shire  town,  Dedham  acquired,  in  1794  its  first 
postoffice  (in  the  Shuttleworth  house  on  the  site  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society 
build. ng)  And  two  years  later,  in  1796,  its  first  newspaper  was  published— the 

( .0,11  mb, a  Minerva ,  since  which  date,  the  Town  has  lacked  a  paper  in  only  one  year 
(viz.  1812). 

! n  the  year  18  04,  came  the  opening  of  the  new  turnpike  road  to  Providence  (the 
Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike)  which  made  Dedham  a  center  for  travel;  and  shortly 
after  came  the  Middle  Turnpike  to  Hartford.  Already,  journey  by  foot  and  chaise  and 
horseback  had  given  way  to  the  stage-coach.  Times  had  changed  since  Johnson  in  his 
Wonder-Working  Providence  had  written  in  16  54:  "The  corn  and  commodities  of  the 
most  populous  town  (Boston)  allure  the  Dedham  people  to  many  a  long  walk.”  They 
had  even  changed  since  John  Adams  wrote,  July  25,  1775:  "Mrs.  Cranch  and  1  took 
on.  chaise  and  went  to  hear  Mr.  Haven  of  Dedham  and  we  had  no  occasion  to  repent 
eleven  miles  ride.”  In  1792,  the  Boston  stage  had  begun  its  regular  trips  from  Boston; 
and  the  New  'fork  mail  coach  ran  three  times  a  week  in  179  5  (and  daily  after  1814). 

i,  thc  >'car  1832’  thirty  coaches  were  leaving  Boston  early  every  morning  for 

lNcw  York. 

With  all  this  new  impetus  to  the  Town  as  a  center,  there  came  naturally  an  increas- 
in  its  taverns  and  to  the  old  Fisher  (Ames  or  Woodward)  Tavern  (torn  down  in  1817)' 
there  were  added  Policy’s  Tavern  (Alden’s,  or  Bride’s)  on  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  High  Streets;  Timothy  Gay’s  Tavern  at  the  corner  of  Court  and  Highland  Streets- 
the  Howes  or  Punch  Bowl  Tavern  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Court  Streets  (23);’ 

and  Martin  Marsh’s  on  Court  Street  (afterward  Gragg  and  Alden’s,  or  the  Norfolk 
House) . 

It  is  singular  to  recall  now  that  the  turnpike,  while  a  benefit  and  improvement, 
was  bitterly  opposed  by  the  conservatives  of  that  time  (as  one  hundred  years  later,  the 
street  railroad  was  opposed).  The  farmers  in  the  outlying  parishes  were  particularly 
hostile.  Dr.  Ames  in  his  Diary  makes  frequent  mention  of  this  antagonism.  On  February 
-5,  1802,  noting  that  Dedham’s  Representative  in  the  Legislature,  Ebenezer  Fisher 
voted  against  the  turnpike,  he  wrote: 

"It  seems  very  extraordinary  that  a  man  honored  with  the  confidence  of  this 
town  to  act  as  their  legislator  should  prove  such  a  traitor  as  to  wish  to  divert 
the  road,  the  travel,  all  that  animates  the  town.  It’s  part  of  an  ancient  preju¬ 
dice  against  the  Old  Parish,  I  believe.” 

On  May  19,  he  wrote:  "Great  commotion  about  the  course  of  turnpike  thro’  Dedham. 
Many  dread  it,  as  bad  as  a  standing  army,  to  spunge  them  of  money!”  On  Mav  3  1  he 
wrote: 

At  the  May  meeting  in  Dedham  to  choose  Representatives,  it  was  not 
Republicans,  or  Federalism,  that  governed  the  choice  but  the  rage  against 
turnpikes  that  induced  the  other  parishes  to  attend  early  and  precipitate  the 
choice  of  a  man  that  wished  to  leave  the  town  desolate,  to  turn  the  great  roads 
from  it  and  have  no  public  travel  thro’  it.” 


With  the  Courts,  the  post,  and  the  turnpike,  there  came  a  burst  of  housebuilding. 
In  1792,  the  land  which  now  lies  between  Court,  Norfolk,  Church  and  School  Street's 
anu  also  the  land  on  High  Street  between  Maple  Place  and  Wigwam  Brook  and  around 
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°utside  the  old  Village  and  whose  votes  controlled  the  town.  But  Erastus  Worthington 
m  h.s  History  of  Dedham,  wrote  in  1827:  "Not  many  years  will  expire  before  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  \  dlage  will  be  felt,  before  husbandry  will  be  of  much  less  comparative 
importance,  when  manufacturers,  traders,  professional  men  and  mechanics  will  exercise 
r  eir  influence.  And  he  called  on  the  farmers  ("the  yeomanry”)  to  depart  from  their 
rigid  exclusion  of  all  other  classes,  especially  from  "their  aversion  to  the  profession  of 
the  law.  For  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  he  said,  the  original  dislike  to  attorneys 
had  increased  and  gradually  became  a  distinct  trait  of  character,  transmitted  from 
generation  by  the  influence  of  habit  and  hereditary  sympathy  and  nothing  in  all  that 
time  has  occurred  to  counteract  it.”  And  he  added  that  "many  towns  like  Dedham  exhi¬ 
bited  a  strong  inclination  to  unite  in  some  scheme  to  blow  the  whole  legal  fraternity” _ 

the  Pettifogarchy,  as  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames  used  to  term  them  in  his  Diary.  (26) 

°ne  reason  for  the  anti-corporation  and  anti-lawyer  sentiment  was  the  political 
division  in  the  Town,  for  they  took  their  politics  very  hard  in  those  diys.  In  previous 
Town  Addresses,  little  notice  has  been  taken  of  this  topic;  yet  politics  play  a  consider- 
able  Part  in  the  life  of  a  community.  During  the  first  thirty  years  of  our  National 
life,  the  large  majority  of  voters  in  Dedham  were  strongly  Anti-federalist  and  Jeffer¬ 
sonian  in  their  views.  In  fact,  Norfolk  County,  together  with  Middlesex,  Bristol  and 
Northern  Berkshire,  were  the  strong-holds  of  the  Anti-federalist  party.  In  the  Town 
itself,  the  Clapboardtrees  Parish  (Westwood)  was  Anti-federalist,  the  South  Parish 
(Norwood)  was  Federalist,  and  the  main  Village  or  Old  Parish  was  divided.  In  general, 
the  farmers  and  the  older  men  who  recalled  the  Revolution  were  Anti-federalist,  while 
the  business  men,  the  lawyers,  and  the  clergy  were  mostly  Federalist,  with  Fisher  Ames 
leading  them  against  his  political  opponents,  whom  he  termed  "Jacobins,”  "Gallic  jack¬ 
als”  and  of  whom  he  wrote:  "For  talents  as  statesmen,  the  New  England  Jacobins  leaders 
are  despicable;  their  ignorance  of  commerce,  of  finance  ...  is  obvious.  ...  All  that  is 
base,  is  J’cobin.  In  1802,  he  wrote:  the  extinction  of  Federalism  would  be  followed 
by  the  ruin  of  the  wise,  rich  and  good.”  And,  again:  "the  only  chance  of  safety  lies 
in  the  revival  of  the  energy  of  the  Federalists  who  alone  will  or  can  preserve  liberty, 
property,  or  Constitution.”  How  familiar  those  words  sound  today!  On  the  other 
hand,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames,  his  brother,  was  a  leading  Anti-federalist  or  Jacobin  and 
indulged  in  equally  strong  epithets  as  to  his  Federalist  fellow-citizens,  whom  he  termed 
Royalists,”  "speculators,”  "disorganizers,”  "Lobster  princes,”  "the  British  party,” — 
M  The  re‘Sn  °f  Devilism.”  Politics  ran  so  high  in  1806,  1808,  1809  and  1810,  that  the 

two  political  parties  here  had  to  hold  separate  meetings  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July. 
Dr.  Ames  even  refused  to  attend  his  brother  Fisher’s  funeral  in  1808,  beause  it  was 
to  be  held  under  Federalist  auspices.  Politics  even  entered  the  Church,  and  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Mr.  Bates’  political  views  and  activities  had  much  to  do  with  the  dissentions  in 
the  old  First  Parish,  which,  combined  with  religious  difference,  led  to  the  establishment 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  1819.  As  I  have  said,  in  its  early  days,  Dedham  was 
strongly  Anti-federalist  and  Democratic  in  its  voting.  It  favored  Jefferson,  Madison, 
and  Monroe  for  President.  In  1S24  and  1828,  however,  its  support  was  given  almost 
unanimously  to  its  friend  and  neighbor  from  Quincy — John  Quincy  Adams;  and  owing 
to  the  influence  of  the  protective  tariff,  the  increase  of  mills  and  business  interests  in 
the  Town,  and  the  rise  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  it  cast  a  heavy  vote  for  Henry  Clay 
against  Andrew  Jackson  in  183  2,  and  for  Daniel  Webster  against  Martin  Van  Buren 
in  1836.  (27) 

Interest  in  politics  must  have  been  considerably  enlivened  in  the  Town  by  the  fact 
that  three  Presidents  of  the  United  States  were  entertained  here  in  the  seventeen 
years  between  18  17  and  183  3 — James  Monroe  who  spent  the  night  in  the  Edward 
Dowse  house  (now  owned  by  Dr.  Halsted)  and  who  received  the  citizens  at  Polley’s 
Tavern,  in  1817;  John  Quincy  Adams  who  attended  the  ceremonies  in  the  First  Parish 
Meeting  House,  in  1826,  in  commemoration  of  the  deaths  of  Adams  and  Jefferson;  and 
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Andrew  Jackson  who  dined  at  the  Norfolk  House,  in  1  83  3.  The  visit  of  General 
Lafayette  in  18  24  was  also  a  stirring  episode. 

From  the  description  which  1  have  thus  given  of  the  new  factors  in  the  life  and 
business  and  politics  of  the  Town  after  its  IS Oth  Anniversary,  it  will  be  seen  that  at 
the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the  200th  Anniversary,  Dedham  had  become  a  very  dif- 
ferent  place  from  what  it  was  in  1786.  \  et  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  orator  on 
that  occasion  did  not  even  mention  an  event  which  had  happened  only  two  years  before 
and  which  was  destined  to  affect  the  development  of  the  Town  more  than  any  other 
thing  that  had  happened  since  its  foundation.  This  event  was  the  opening  of  the  steam 
railroad  from  Boston  as  far  as  Canton  in  September,  1834,  and  its  connection  with 
Dedham  by  the  Readville  branch  in  December  of  that  year.  Failure  by  the  orator  in 
1  83  6  to  refer  to  that  event  was  as  extraordinary  as  if  an  historian  today  should  omit  to 
notice  the  arrival  since  then  of  the  telephone,  the  automobile,  the  radio,  and  the  air¬ 
plane. 

VII. 

I  have  thus  pictured  Dedham  conditions  at  its  200th  Anniversary — an  event  which 
our  local  newspaper  said  "was  celebrated  in  a  style  of  tasteful  elegance  and  rich  display 
rarely  excelled.”  What  changes  occurred  between  that  date  and  the  2  5  0th  Anniversary 
in  18  86?  Fewer  really  vital  ones  than  in  the  preceding  fifty  years,  and  fewer  than 
have  occurred  in  the  years  since  18  86. 

Dedham’s  manufacturing  interests,  centered  in  Mill  Village  and  in  South  Parish 
(Norwood),  had  so  increased  by  1848  as  to  include  two  cotton  mills,  three  woolen  mills, 
one  silk  mill,  a  shovel  factory,  a  furnace  for  iron  castings,  a  paper  mill,  one  factory 
for  fancy  and  marble  paper,  several  furniture  factories,  including  Russell  and  Baker  s 
at  Connecticut  corner — employing  about  five  hundred  people. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  progress  of  the  Town  was  in  the  growth  of  religious 
influence,  as  marked  by  the  building  of  the  Baptist  Church  (in  1843  ),  the  Methodist 
Church  (in  1843  ),  and  the  Catholic  Church  (in  1857),  and  in  the  increase  of  schools — 
the  High  School  being  established  in  185  1  after  long  and  hot  opposition,  the  new  Ames 
Schoolhouse  being  built  in  18  59,  the  Quincy  (in  1872),  the  Oakdale  (in  1873  ),  th,. 

Islington  (in  1876),  and  the  Riverdale  (in  1  8  8  5  ).  This  era  witnessed  also  the  estab¬ 

lishment  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  in  1  8  59  and  of  our  first  Public  Library  in 
1871,  and  the  dedication  of  the  new  stone  Memorial  Hall  in  1868  in  place  of  the  old 

wooden  Town-house.  Among  other  material  changes,  there  would  be  mentioned  the 

introduction  of  steam  power  on  all  railroad  trains  (in  1843  ),  the  building  of  the  present 
stone  jail  (in  1850),  the  organization  of  the  Fire  Department  (in  1  8  5  8  ),  the  beginning 
of  street  lighting  by  gas  (in  1869),  and  the  advent  of  our  first  steam  fire  engine  (in 
1872).  Probably  the  thing  which  most  clearly  changed  living  conditions  in  the  Town 
occurred  in  1882  when  the  Dedham  Water  Company  began  operation,  with  consequent 
hydrant  fire  protection  for  the  Town;  and  it  is  difficult  now  to  realize  that  only  a  little 
over  fifty  years  ago,  we  all  depended  on  private  wells  and  pumps  and  springs,  and  that 
the  only  protection  against  fire  were  the  small  scattered  town  reservoirs  and  the  brooks 
and  the  river.  Within  those  fifty  years,  living  conditions  were  also  vitally  altered  by 
the  arrival  of  the  telegraph  and  the  telephone.  In  that  period,  Dedham  lost  the  territory 
now  included  in  Norwood  (in  1872);  but  by  that  year,  it  was  stated  in  the  local  paper 
that:  "Oak  Dale  bids  fair  to  become  an  important  suburb.  Twelve  houses  have  already 
been  erected.”  The  disappearance  of  four  old  landmarks  should  be  noted;  first,  the 
destruction  by  fire  in  1874  of  the  Norfolk  Agricultural  Society  building  which  with 
its  Cattle  Shows  and  races  had  occupied  the  corner  of  Dexter  and  Common  Streets  since 
1  8  5  3  ;  second,  destruction  by  fire  in  1880  of  the  Phoenix  House,  which,  erected  on  the 
site  of  the  burned  Polley’s  or  Bride’s  Tavern,  had  for  fifty  years  been  the  chief  hotel 
in  the  Town;  third,  the  removal  of  the  old  wooden  railroad  station,  in  1882,  which  for 
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forty  fi\c  years  had  stood  opposite  the  fnnr  u  c 

rung  at  intervals  announced  the  departure  of  tri'  TY  treet>  and  the  bell  on  which 

took  its  place);  fourth,  the  removal  of  the  old  T  ““T  ,buiIt  °f  Dedha"  granite 
room  for  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  building SHutt,eWOrth  house  in  1  886,  to  make 

^ 

one  hundred  majority  over  Martin  Van  Burenin  X^,],43m  Henr>'  H/rrison  (Whig) 

Jxwt‘s  a,8ainst  James  K-  Polk  (Democrat),  'in  1X48  ’  T?  ^  Henry  ClaF 

i  *?  ’  bUt  tbe  ^position  was  split  nearly  evenlv  b  r  ^  V°Y  2‘,char>r  Taylor 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  running  on  a  Free  Soil  ticket  rhY  ^ T*  9*“  (Democrac) 
Taylor  s.  In  1852,  it  voted  for  Winfield  Scott  1WF  ur  combined  vote  exceeding 
Pierce  (Democrat)  combined  with  that  for  John  P 'f ^ ’/r^  9°,  V°te  for  Franklin 
"  ;  voted  for  rhe  Free  Soil  candidate  j„h„  p  5±<Fr“1,Sk,!1>  «»•« 

total  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  Democrat  fames  R,  -k  ’  'vl?°SC  VOtes  ^ceeded  the 

more.  In  1860,  Abraham  Lincoln  received  34  v  ^  th f  Whig-  Millard  Fill- 

h>s  opponents.  From  that  date  to  18  8-1  Dedh  •  m°re  tHan  the  combined  total  of 
Republican,  except  in  „7<  when VuTrford ‘fi “7,;°":  «  '“h  *«(o.  -»  strong 
Samuel  J.  Tilden.  (28)  '  Aes  bad  on^y  3  majority  of  30  over 

VIII. 

i  wiinXti'  lnZrztr(  occrcd' among  which 

tion  of  free  postal  delivery  (in  1900)-  the  build'  f  'n  89U);  rbc  inaugura- 

remodelling  of  the  Cour’t-houre  (in  f  902)  nd^the  'k 'i’T"  SP"m  '*>1)1  the 

Dt.  Naaramc,  A nres  in  1772.  and 

r:^i“tri^,h5b!ts of  *  -  *«* 

advent  and  also  the  complete  disappearance  of  a  rh  j  pcnod  bas  witnessed  the 
before  1886-the  electric  street  raXay  and  it  has  ^  °U  not  known 

railroad,  and  the  arrival  and  swift  increase  of  an  enrV  Y"  ^  re?UCed  USC  °f  the  steam 
the  motor  vehicle.  The  first  car  of  the' Norfolk  Sub  K^'c  °f  transPortation— 

tu  Hyde  Park  on  May  21,  1*94;  a^d  during  the  ^“t^en'v"  **“»*>'  ™ 

built  to  Norwood,  and  to  Medfield  (after  a  bitter  fieht  bv  yCarS’  railwa>'s  ^ere 

High  Street).  One  may  marvel  at  the  quiet  acceotin-  Y  Y°  °PP°sed  C3rs  on 

of  this  means  of  transportation,  within  thirty  five's^  *  f  °  PY  *C  tbe  sw‘6  end 

Srs, -rr  ** ,if'  -  -  r 

f~.  c^lL'ctltd^hot  IbuTt  m7,tPP“rCd  d“7«  P",od:  the 

bam  Public  Library  building  in  1888;  the  second  wh  Y  rCm°Ved  for  the  new  Ded- 

Temperance  Hall  Building  (formerly  our  first  On  b'  m  1891  destroye d  the  old 

Street  in  1827),  which  had  been  the  scene  of  the  ^  mOVed  ac™  Court 

Lincoln  spoke,  after  having  first  stopped  in  rh  '§  Y"  1848’  at  whlch  Abraham 
third,  when  the  old  Dixon  house  (built  probably  byT'  H°USe;  and 

removed  and  replaced  by  the  new  build, V,  f  \  Gay  in  tbe  1 790’s)  was 

During  There  pa,^ 3.  h  V ^  '"’'‘'“'i0"  S «,„gs  i„ 

1  1901  WM  defat'd  “  the  tepsla^;  and7 
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been  considerable  accretion  of  population  (especially  in  the  Riverdale  Section)  so  that 
in  the  last  one  hundred  years,  its  number  has  grown  from  about  3,000  to  over  1  5,000. 

From  1886  to  1936,  Dedham’s  vote  at  each  election  has  continued  strongly  Repub¬ 
lican,  though  in  1888,  it  gave  a  majority  of  only  5  8  to  Benjamin  Harrison  over  Grover 
Cleveland;  and  in  1912,  Woodrow  Wilson  received  a  plurality  vote  of  128  over  Taft; 
and  in  1916,  Dedham  gave  a  majority  of  only  46  to  Charles  R.  Hughes  over  Woodrow 
Wilson.  At  the  election  in  1920,  women  voted  for  the  first  time,  and  the  total  vote 
rose  from  168  8  at  the  previous  Presidential  election  to  3229.  (29) 

The  catalogue  of  changes  which  I  have  thus  given  is  a  dry  one,  but  its  recital  has 
been  necessary  to  mark  our  progress  from  163  6  to  1936. 

IX. 

Yet  while  all  these  physical  changes  have,  of  course,  vastly  improved  the  old  Town, 
increasing  its  size  and  prosperity  and  making  life  more  pleasant  and  healthful,  neverthe¬ 
less,  that  which  has,  in  reality,  made  the  Town  is  the  men — the  type  of  men  which  Ded¬ 
ham  has  nurtured.  Of  what  profit  are  physical  advantages  and  institutions,  if  the 
citizenry  of  the  Town  consists  not  of  men  of  sturdy  sense,  firm  integrity,  and  vigorous 
application  of  energy  to  civic  welfare?  Charles  Francis  Adams,  who  served  in  the  army, 
in  public  affairs,  in  railroading  in  the  West,  and  in  many  other  capacities,  wrote  in 
1S93:  "The  older  1  have  grown  and  the  more  I  have  studied  and  seen,  the  greater  in  my 
esteem  as  an  element  of  strength  in  a  people  has  character  become,  and  the  less  in  the 
conduct  of  human  affairs  have  I  thought  of  mere  capacity  or  even  genius.  With  char¬ 
acter,  a  race  will  become  great,  even  though  they  be  as  stupid  and  unassimilating  as  the 
Romans;  without  character,  any  race  will  in  the  long  run  prove  a  failure,  though  it  may 
number  in  it,  individuals  having  all  brilliancy  and  crowned  with  genius.” 

In  an  Anniversary  Address,  it  is  only  fitting  that  tribute  should  be  paid  to  the  men 
of  character  who  in  civil  life  have  been  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  Town.  I  wish  to 
cite  here  a  few  of  the  men  who  have  passed  away  since  1886  and  who  have  deserved  well 
of  their  Town.  First,  those  who  served  the  Nation  as  Congressmen — Frederick  D.  Ely 
and  George  Fred  Williams.  (3  0)  Second,  he  who  served  on  our  highest  State  Court — 
John  Lathrop.  (3  1)  Third,  those  who  so  long  served  Norfolk  County — among  them 
being  Augustus  B.  Endicott,  Erastus  Worthington,  Chauncey  C.  Churchill,  John  H.  Bur- 
dakin,  Janathan  Cobb,  John  D.  Cobb,  and  Charles  H.  Smith.  Fourth,  those  who  well 
and  worthily  acted  as  officials  of  the  Town  or  of  its  institutions,  or  who  equally  served 
their  Town  in  zealous  work  and  effective  debate  on  the  floor  of  our  Town-meetings — 
Don  Gleason  Hill,  for  thirty-two  years  our  Town  Clerk,  Howard  Colburn,  Lewis  H. 
Kingsbury,  Edwin  A.  Brooks,  J.  Everett  Smith,  Eben.  T.  Paul,  Dr.  John  P.  Maynard, 
Alonzo  B.  Wentworth,  Dr.  Andrew  H.  Hodgdon,  John  Crowley,  John  R.  Bullard,  Dr. 
Francis  L.  Babcock,  Calvin  Guild,  William  F.  Drugan,  Henry  O.  Hildreth.  Alfred 
Hewins,  Winslow  Warren,  General  Stephen  M.  Weld,  Daniel  A.  Lynch,  Lester  H.  New¬ 
comb,  Thomas  T.  Robinson,  Thomas  P.  Murray,  Hugh  H.  McQuillen,  John  L.  Wake- 
held,  Frederic  J.  Grady,  Clifton  P.  Baker  and  Joseph  A.  Laforme,  and  many,  many, 
other  equally  fine  public  servants,  who  ought  to  be  named  but  who  within  my  space 
limits  must  be  unfortunately  omitted.  And  with  them  should  be  recalled  the  courteous 
services  of  Dedham’s  railroad  men  like  Abner  Alden,  Moses  Boyd,  James  H.  Prince 
and  James  M.  McLaren;  and  the  long  teaching  of  Carlos  Slafter,  for  forty  years  principal 
of  the  High  School  (  1852-18  92);  and  the  devoted  fostering  of  Dedham’s  music  by 
Charles  J.  Capen  (founder  and  first  principal  of  the  High  School)  and  Arthur  W. 
Thayer.  (3  2) 

Dedham’s  continuance  in  the  forefront  of  towns  will  depend  on  whether  it  is  suc¬ 
cessively  raising  up  a  crop  of  citizens  of  the  type  and  character  of  those  men  who  have 
served  her  so  well.  There  must  be  soldiers  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war;  and  it  is  as  impor- 
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lant  that  every  man  should  perform  his  duties  in  the  civic  trenches  as  in  the  military, 
it  he  is  physically  able  to  be  present.  It  is  well  for  us  to  take  to  heart  today  the  words 
of  Governor  Rob.nson  spoken  here  fifty  years  ago:  "I  hear,”  said  he,  "from  time  to 
time  a  good  deal  said  about  this  Republic  of  ours  and  our  State  going  to  ruin;  and  it  is 
to  go  down  through  the  path  of  luxury.  ...  or  through  some  contest  between  labor  and 
capital.  or  in  one  or  another  of  many  different  ways.  But  I  tell  you,  no  such  thing, 
r  it  goes  down  at  all,  it  will  go  down  with  men  who  have  become  corpses  before  there 
was  any  struggle  at  all.  If  it  goes  down,  it  will  be  because  our  people  will  talk  of 
the  greatness  of  the  town  system,  will  extol  the  record  of  the  past,  will  boast  of  their 
.  uritan  ancestry.  .  .  .  but  will  not.  ...  go  one  step  aside  from  their  course  on  pleasures, 
to  keep  in  power  the  principles  that  the  grand  old  Puritans  established.”  Let  those 
words  again  sink  in.  We  speak  with  pride  of  Puritan  ancestry;  but  there  is  also 
pride  in  other  racial  ancestry  and  the  descendants  of  those  who  came  to  this  country 
in  later  days,  in  order  that  they  might  live  under  the  freer  principles  of  American  institu¬ 
tions,  have  an  equally  great  obligation  to  perpetuate  those  principles  by  full  perfor¬ 
mance  of  their  duties  as  voters  and  as  citizens. 

No  man  can  acquire  a  better  memorial  than  to  have  it  recorded:  "He  was  a  useful 
citizen.” 


I  have  spoken  of  the  fact  that  our  pioneers  did  everything  with  an  eye  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  It  was  their  devotion  to  the  common  welfare  which  alone  made  possible  the 
success  of  the  early  plantations  of  our  Commonwealth,  under  the  hard  conditions  of 
their  settlement.  It  is  this  sense  of  a  citizen’s  obligation  to  his  community  which  alone 
will  preserve  the  solid  character  and  self  respect  of  our  New  England  towns  We 
should  guard  against  anything  which  tends  to  lessen  that  community  sense,  that  home- 
town  spirit.  Since  1886,  one  factor  has  appeared  which  seriously  tends  to  weaken  it. 
Dedham  has,  in  the  past,  been  noted  for  having  a  distinct  individuality  of  its  own,  which 
has  preserved  it  from  being  transformed  into  the  ordinary  suburban  town.  A  danger 
which  threatens  this  common  town  spirit  is  the  automobile,  whose  universal  use  so  tends 
to  convert  residence  in  a  town  into  a  mere  night’s  resting  place,  instead  of  a  home,  and 
to  eliminate  town  boundaries  and  local  town  interests.  Let  us  beware  of  this  disinte¬ 
grating  influence,  as  well  as  of  the  same  influence  which  will  arise  from  the  private  air¬ 
plane  which  will  arrive  long  before  the  3  5  0th  Anniversary. 

...  A  fC°nd  dan8er  to  the  preservation  of  community  spirit  is  the  acceptance  by  the 
I  own  of  the  representative  form  of  Town-meeting.  This  action  in  1926,  while  probably 
necessary,  due  to  the  large  increase  in  population  and  in  voters  under  the  Women’s 
Suffrage  Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  has  undeniably  resulted  in  attendance  by  a 
smaller  proportion  of  our  voters  and  in  a  diminution  of  the  vivid  interest  aroused  by 
the  old-time,  heated,  spicy,  but  instructive  interchange  of  common  sense  discussion  and 
able  and  witty  argument.  A  third  factor  in  the  recent  past  must  be  deplored  in  its 
effect  on  community  spirit— the  lessening  of  social  and  group  activities.  The  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  crowds  of  bicyclists  and  of  bicycle  clubs  who  overran  our  streets  (and 
illegally,  our  sidewalks)  is  a  distinct  loss.  Such  a  loss  also  is  the  cessation  of  the  use  of 
our  River  by  the  flocks  of  canoes  which  gave  enjoyment  and  exercise  to  so  many  of 
our  citizens.  In  this  connection,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  how  far  back  the  social  use 
of  our  River  has  extended;  for  in  the  Columbian  Minerva  of  September  5,  1799,  there 
appears  this  news  item: 

On  Monday  last,  upwards  of  an  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  town  em¬ 
barked  on  a  large  convenient  boat  to  fish  cn  the  waters  of  Charles  River.  After 
having  toiled  some  hours  and  taken  an  almost  'innumerable  multitude  of 
fishes,’  they  disembarked  on  a  pleasant  green  about  a  mile  from  the  meeting 
house  and  under  the  spreading  oaks  and  elms  enlivened  by  music  and  good  cheer, 
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partook  of  an  elegant  repast  with  a  dissert  of  the  best  fruits  of  our  town 
country,  and  the  best  wines  of  others— A  ball  closed  the  festival  where  beauty 
wore  her  sweetest  smile  and  mirth  and  hilarity  displayed  all  their  charms  with¬ 
out  any  of  their  deformities. 

The  discontinuance  of  such  activities,  as  well  as  the  disappearance  of  the  Fisher 
Ames  Club,  the  Schubert  Club,  and  the  Dedham  Boat  Club  are  blows  to  the  community 

The  preservation  of  a  community  spirit  may  also  be  injured  by  the  increase  of 
organizations  based  on  racial  origins.  There  ought  to  be  only  one  kind  °f 
here— Americans  plain  and  simple,  without  any  other  national  name  attached.  At  our 
National,  State  and  Town  functions,  no  other  flag  should  be  flown  or  boJn*  eX‘CP 
the  flag  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of 

America. 

Finally,  one  method  of  cultivating  a  community  spirit  is  through  the  exercise  of 
tolerance  of  opinion.  1  have  spoken  of  the  fact  that  the  early  pioneers  were  not  tolerant 
in  religion.  We  have  improved  on  our  forefathers  in  that  respect  Freedom  of  religion 
opinion  and  of  its  expression  is  today  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  in  our  government. 

A  striking  example  of  our  progress  in  this  respect  is  the  fact  that,  while  one  of  teo'g 
inal  settlers,  Ezekiel  Holliman,  was  requested  to  leave  the  Town  (in  1637),  because  o 
his  free  views,  and  went  to  Rhode  Island  where  he  became  a  Baptist,  the  original  lot  ot 
land  which  he  owned  in  Dedham  has  since  his  day  become  the  site  of  a  Unitarian  Churc 
a  Congregational  Church,  an  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  Roman  Catholic  S|sters  Sc  0  ‘ 

But  while  we  of  today  are  more  tolerant  in  religion,  there  is  still  room  for  improvement 
in  civil  and  political  fields.  In  times  of  social  change,  intolerance  of  the  views  of  other 
is  a  distinct  danger.  On  Friday  last,  at  the  Harvard  Tercentenary  celebration, 
President  of  the  United  States  declared  the  duty  of  educated  men  and  women  to  act 
with  "tolerance,  self-restraint,  fair-dealing,  and  devotion  to  the  trut  .  t  vvou 
harm  if  each  of  us  should  undertake  a  little  self-exam.nation  to  ascertain  how  far  any  of 
us  is  acting  in  such  a  spirit.  Let  me  quote  to  you  a  few  words  from  another  era 
from  another  land-for  America  has  no  monopoly  on  right  thinking.  Thirteen  hund 
years  ago  the  following  was  promulgated  in  the  Constitution  of  Japan,  in 
’Jh  "Let  £  cease  front  wrath  and  refrain  frotn  angry  looks.  Nor  let  us  bo  resentful 
when  others  differ  from  us.  For,  all  men  have  hearts  and  each  heart  has  its  own  lan¬ 
guage  Their  right  is  our  wrong,  and  right  is  their  wrong.  We  are  not  sages,  nor 

they  unquestionable  fools.  Both  of  us  are  simply  ordinary  men  It  might :  promo ^e 
better  community  spirit  if  we  all  bore  in  mind  more  constantly  that  thought.  And 
sneaking  in  similar  vein,  sage  old  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  1787,  on  the  closing  day  of  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  uttered  these  words. 
“Having  lived  long,  1  have  experienced  many  instances  of  being  obliged  by  better  info  - 
m"  iT«  fuller  consideration,  to  change  opinions  even  on 

cnee  thought  right,  but  found  to  be  otherwise.  It  is,  therefore,  that  the  older  1  grow, 
Z ;  more  up.  1  am  .0  doubt  nay  own  judgment,  and  to  pay  more  respect  to  the  ,udg- 

ment  of  others.” 

It  is  time  for  me  to  end. 

Old  Captain  Roger  Clapp,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Dorchester,  writing  his  Memoirs 
for  his  children  in  1676,  said:  "You  have  better  food  and  raiment  than 
times;  but  have  you  better  hearts  than  your  forefathers  had?  If  so,  rejoice  in 
mercy,  and  let  New  England  then  shout  for  joy.” 

If  during  the  next  one  hundred  years,  we  shall  retain  a  little  of  the  honesty  of  heart 
the  toughness  of  fibre,  rhe  iron  the  blood,  as  well  as  the  sturdy  common  sense  and 
community  spirit  of  the  pioneers,  all  will  be  well  with  the  Town  ot  Dedh  . 
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NOTES 

(1)  f"’h°  Tas  at  rlare  < 'allege  in  Cambridge  1623-27,  settled  in  Dedham  in 

lt.2,  1  Ik. mas  <  alter,  who  was  at  St.  John's  College  in  Cambridge  11.29-33,  settled  first  in 

Unfveisitv'o  '^w  at‘*r  a‘,l,“tt*<1  a  f'foman  of  Watertown  in  1033.  Three  other  Cambridge 
UnneiMtj  men  vine  among  the  Dedham  pioneers  —  John  Allin  of  Cairns  College  1012-10; 
1  "iKith.v  Dalton  ot  St.  John's  College,  1  til 0-1 4,  each  of  whom  became  freemen  of  Dedham 
in  It...,  ;  am  John  1  hillips  of  Emanuel  College  1000-117  (the  College  which  John  Harvard 
attended)  who  lived  in  Dedham  in  10 10. 

<2)  'V  '.'o1*7;1.'11',’"  ‘"t  (1357)  by  Henry  T.  Buckle,  I,  31;  History  of  I'artv 

D\  (j.  \\  .  Cooke,  III,  p.  1S9. 

(3)  111  a  paper  on  "Ornamental  Trees  in  the  First  Parish"  read  before  the  Dedham  Historical 
Soiietj,  -March  ..,  I860,  by  D.  P.  Wight,  Dedham  Gazette,  April  28,  1800  it  is  said  -  "Fisher 
Ames  was  the  first  of  our  citizens  who  planted  trees  on  the  public  grounds  '  Many 
of  the  trees  and  shrubs  which  he  caused  to  be  placed  around  his  residence  still  'remain 

,  i,  ,  K  1  h,,se  venerable  elms  in  front  of  Dr.  I.amson’s  Church,  and  in  rear  of 
the  Punk;  were  planted  by  him  more  than  sixty  years  ago.  The  oldest  ornamental  trees 
IV  1  i-e  i  ^  l\-’  W1  lL  l  we  ^now  the  time  when  they  were  transplanted,  are  the  two 

Bullish  Kims  directly  in  front  of  the  mansion  now  owned  by  Mr.  John  Bullard  (now  Com- 
inunity  House)  one  on  each  side  of  the  gate.  Judge  Haven,  who  built  the  house,  and 
resided  there  many  years,  remarked  to  me,  that  he  set  out  those  trees  the  year  in  which 
lie  graduated  at  College.  That  was  in  17S9."  It  was  also  stated  that  elms  on  Court 
.street,  near  the  head  of  School,  were  planted  in  1790  ;  elms  in  the  Upper  Village  on  the 
road  leading  from  the  pond  to  Needham  Road  in  1805;  Scarlet  Maples  and  Elm  on  space 
between  Court  Street  and  Marsh’s  Lane  in  1S20. 

I  further  point  out  that  the  trees  on  Dexter  Street  date  back  to  1S58,  those  on  Village 
Avenue,  and  those  on  Mount  Vernon  Street  to  1846,  those  on  High  Street  near  Chestnut 
Street  to  1S58;  and  the  large  elms  which,  until  recently,  grew  on  the  Unitarian  Church 
lot  were  probably  planted  in  1762-3,  when  the  Meeting-house  was  built,  as  Mr.  Julius  H. 
Tuttle,  President  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  counted  ISO  rings  on  one  of  them 
when  it  was  taken  down  a  few  years  ago. 

(4)  See  John  Winthrop's  Journal,  I,  entries  of  May  15,  September  4-24,  1G34,  May  6,  1635.  Win- 
throp  wrote  that :  "The  occasion  of  their  desire  to  remove  was,  for  that  all  towns  in  the 
Bay  began  to  be  much  straitened  by  their  own  nearness  to  one  another  and  their  cattle 
being  so  much  increased.” 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


From  information  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Julius  H.  Tuttle,  from  a  study  made  by  Earl 
W.  Pilling,  the  boundaries  as  laid  out,  Abril  13,  1636,  were  as  follows:  "The  southeasterly 
line  ran  from  old  Roxbury  corner,  not  far  from  the  present  corner  of  Washington  and 
Curve  Streets,  to  a  point  not  far  from  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Westwood,  four  miles; 
thence  northwesterly  to  a  point  in  Dover  not  far  from  Pegan  Hill  ;  thence  northeasterly 
live  miles  to  a  point  easterly  of  Newton  Upper  Falls;  then  southeasterly  to  a  point  on 
the  Xewtown-Roxbury  line,  three  miles;  thence  southwesterly  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
Charles  River,  thence  southeasterly  by  the  River  and  on  a  line  to  the  old  Roxbury  Corner.” 

See  Peter  Prudden’s  Company,  by  Julius  H.  Tuttle,  in  Col.  Sue.  of  Mass.  Pult.  (1914)  XVII 
p.  244. 

As  to  the  Indian  trail  and  road  from  Boston  to  Upper  Falls  and  to  the  West,  see 
The  llay  Path  (1919),  by  Devi  Badge!'  Chase,  p.  223;  Interpretation  of  Woodward  anil 
Suffer} 's  Map  of  1642  —  the  Burliest  Hay  Path,  by  Levi  Badger  Chase,  New  Bngland  His- 
torical  and  Genealogical  Register  (1901)  LV. 

A  cart  bridge  over  the  River  to  Cambridge  from  Boston  and  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  for  March  4,  1635  ;  and  from  the  Boston  Records  of  July  24  1642 

it  appears  that  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  join  with  men  from  Dedham  Cambridge’ 
and  Watertown  to  lay  out  the  highways  “from  town  to  town." 

Reference  to  the  road  "between  Watertowne  and  Mr.  Haynes  his  farme"  is  to  be 
found  in  Dedham  lteeords,  September  14,  1636,  when  “every  man  of  our  societye”  was 
ordered  to  “perforate  one  dayes  work”  or  to  contribute  2s.  6d’  towards  the  same  work. 

In  Dedham  Records,  March  23,  1636,  it  was  ordered  that  millstones  be  brought  "from 
Watertowne  Mill  by  land  unto  the  boateing  place  near  Mr.  Haynes  his  farme".  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  General  Court  had  granted  to  John  Haynes,  April  1,  1634,  1,000  acres 
abo\  e  the  1- tills  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  River.  And  from  the  above  records  there 
was  evidently  a  road  from  Watertown,  to  this  farm. 

that  there  were  farms  existing  near  the  Dedham  line  to  which  access  was  probably 
by  land  is  shown  in  tile  Note  in  Dedham  Records,  November  25,  1636,  appointing  Thomas 
Bartlett  to  aid  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court  in  setting  out  "ye  bownds  of  Roxebery 
and  such  Karines  as  lye  neer  unto  our  Towne  of  Dedham.” 

In  1738,  the  Dorchester  line  was  moved  back  to  the  Xeponset  River  and  Dedham  gained 
considerable  territory  in  what  is  now  the  towns  of  Norwood  and  Westwood  and  in  the 
Endicott  and  Oakdale  portions  of  Dedham.  In  1780,  Dedham  gained  a  part  of  Stoughton, 
and  in  1868.  it  lost  a  small  territory  when  H}de  Bark  was  incorporated. 

As  early  as  January  23,  1636-7,  Dedham  acquired  from  some  of  its  settlers  300  acres 
bought  by  them  from  Samuel  Dudley,  lying  between  Little  River  and  the  Spring  Street 
section  of  Boston,  known  in  our  Town  history  as  the  "Purchased  Meadows." 

For  tlie  best  description  of  the  settlement  and  boundaries  of  the  early  Massachusetts 
towns,  see  How  May saeli usetts  Grew  (1936)  by  Albert  Harrison  Hall,  an  address  before  the 
Cambridge  Historical  Society,  April,  1930;  see  also  Northerly  Part  ol‘  the  Ancient  Line 
Between  Dorchester  mid  Dedham,  by  Charles  F.  Jenney,  Dedham  Historical  Register 
(1&90)  I,  41,  94. 
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See  vote  of  the  General  Court,  June  S,  1638:  “For  a  final  end  of  all  differences  between 
Watertown,  Concord,  and  Dedham.  concerning  the  bounds  between  the  said  towns,  it  is 
ordered  that  Watertown  S  miles  shall  be  extend  upon  the  line  between  them  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  so  far  as  Concord  bounds  will  give  leave,  and  that  their  bounds  by  the  river 
shall  run  8  miles  into  the  country  in  a  straight  line,  also  as  the  river  doth  for  the  most 
part  run  and  so  take  in  all  the  land  of  that  side  of  the  river  which  will  not  fall  into  the 
square  of  5  miles  granted  to  Dedham,  and  that  the  neck  on  the  same  side  of  the  river 
near  to  Dedham  shall  be  cast  into  the  said  square  of  5  miles  to  make  up  the  same,  so  as 
the  said  square  is  to  be  accounted  by  the  quantity  and  not  by  the  situation,  because  the 
place  will  not  bear  it,  and  that  their  8  miles  from  Watertown  Meeting  House  shall  be 
by  a  line  between  both  the  other  lines."  By  further  votes  of  May  1C,  1G38,  the  Pedbain- 
Koxbufy  bounds  were  rectified;  May  17,  1638,  the  Dedham-Dorchester  bounds,  and  May 
22,  1639,  the  Pedham-Watertown  lines.  There  was  much  dispute  as  to  the  Dedham- 
Boston  boundary  and  it  was  not  settled  until  1697.  Memorial  History  of  Boston  (18S0)  1. 
p.  401. 

After  1C30  and  prior  to  the  founding  of  Dedham,  there  were  only  two  other  maps  known — 
one  published  by  William  Wood  in  Xnv  England's  Prospect  in  1634  (reproduced  in  Pal¬ 
frey’s  History  of  Massachusetts  I,  360)  ;  and  the  other  known  as  the  "Waters-Winthrop 
Map”  made  in  1633  or  1634,  as  to  which  see  Mass.  Hist.  Soe.  1’roc.  (188)  I,  X.  S.  314, 
(i.s91)  VI,  X.  S.  259,  and  (1892)  VII,  X.  S.  335. 

It  is  evident  from  John  Winthrop’s  Journal  that  he  did  not  know,  prior  to  1638,  that 
Charles  Kiver  flowed  south  of  Cohasset  or  Scituate,  for  he  wrote,  December  13,  1639: 
"Another  plot  the  old  serpent  had  against  us,  by  sowing  jealousies  and  differences  between 
us  and  our  friends  at  Connecticut  ar  il  also  Plymouth.  This  latter  was  about  our  bounds. 
They  h;id  planted  Scituate  and  had  given  out  all  the  lands  to  Conyhasset  (Cohasset).  We 
desired  only  so  much  of  the  marshes  there  as  might  accommodate  Hingham,  which 
being  denied,  we  caused  Charles  Kiver  to  be  surveyed  and  found  it  came  as  far  south¬ 
ward  as  would  fetch  in  Scituate  and  more  ;  but  this  was  referred  to  a  meeting  between  us." 

The  source  of  the  Kiver  in  1791  was  stated  bv  the  Massachusetts  Commissioners  to  be 
just  above  Whiting  Pond  in  Wrentham  —  Stop  Kiver  being  found  to  be  the  most  southerly 
branch  of  Charles  Kiver. 

G2)  llhoile  Island  v.  Massachusetts  (1S41)  15  Peters  233;  (1846)  4  Howard  591. 

Besides  Smith's  map,  there  were,  prior  to  1630,  a  map  by  the  French  explorer,  Pe  Cham¬ 
plain,  published  in  1613,  and  illustrating  his  voyage  along  the  Xew  Kngland  coast;  a 
Dutch  map  of  Kill;  and  Alexander's  Map  of  1624,  appearing  in  Pnrclias’  Pilgrims,  III,  306, 
IV,  1872. 

See  as  to  Captain  Smith's  map  and  other  early  maps,  interesting  accounts  in  Memorial 
History  of  Boston  (1885)  Chapter  II.  pp.  46-57  ;  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  Kd.  by  Justin  Winsor  (1884)  III,  pp.  197-198,  381,  IV,  109-111. 


(14)  John  Winthrop  wrote  in  1629  in  his  General  Observations  for  the  Plantation  of  Xew  Eng¬ 
land:  "I  will  insist  upon  this  one  argument.  A  land  overburdened  with  people  may  ease 
itself,  by  sending  a  part  into  some  other  countries  which  lie  waste  and  not  replenished: 
but  such  is  the  condition  of  our  land.  .  .  .  Many  of  our  people  perish  for  want  of  sus¬ 
tenance  and  employment,  many  others  live  miserably  .  .  .  The  whole  land  of  the  Kingdom, 
as  it  is  reckoned,  is  scarce  sufficient  to  give  employment  to  one  half  of  the  people  ;  all  the 
towns  complain  of  the  burden  of  poor  people  and  strive  by  all  means  to  rid  any  such  as 
they  have  and  to  keep  off  such  as  would  come  to  them.” 

See  Religious  Persecution  by  Charles  K.  Banks,  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Pub.  (1930)  L.XIII, 
151  :  "The  real  reason  behind  tile  emigration  of  the  vast  proportion  of  those  who  came 
with  and  after  Winthrop  was  economic.  The  average  yeoman,  artisan  and  husbandmen 
belonged  to  a  class  who  had  hopelessly  slaved  for  generations  as  copyholders  of  the 
lords  of  the  manor.  Their  outlook  for  improvement  a  profit  was  hopeless  .  .  .  Winthrop 
himself,  in  a  letter  to  his  wife  just  prior  to  his  emigration,  confesses  that  the  compelling 
force  of  his  decision  to  leave  Kngland  was  economic.' 


(15)  In  the  Covenant  of  the  Dedham  men  who  founded  the  town  of  Medfield,  there  was  a 
similar  provision  in  1651  :  "That  if  differences,  questions  or  contentions  shall  fall  out  or 
arise  any  manner  of  ways  in  our  Society,  or  betwixt  any  parties  therein,  they  shall 
really  endeavor  to  resolve  and  issue  the  same  in  the  most  peaceable  ways  and  manner 
by  reference,  arbitration,  or  some  other  like  means,  before  it  shall  come  to  any  place 
of  public  judicature  except  it  be  in  our  own  town." 

<!6)  Watertown  by  a  town  vote  of  January  3,  1635,  "agreed  that  no  man  being  foreigner  com¬ 
ing  out  of  Kngland  or  some  other  plantation,  shall  have  liberty  to  set  down  amongst  us 
unless  he  first  have  the  consent  of  the  freemen  of  the  town.”  So  Medfield,  in  its  Cove¬ 
nant  of  1651  provided  that:  "We  shall  all  of  us  in  the  said  Town  faithfully  endeavor 
that  only  such  be  received  to  our  Society  and  Township  as  we  may  have  sufficient  satis¬ 
faction  in,  that  they  are  honest,  peaceable,  and  free  from  scandal  and  erroneous  opinions.” 

So  Braintree,  by  vote  of  1641,  ordered  that  land  in  the  town  should  be  sold  "only  to 
such  as  the  townsmen  shall  approve  on,”  nor  could  any  one  who  was  not  received  as  an 
inhabitant  build  within  the  town  limits  without  permission. 


(17)  Harvard  College  In  the  17th  Century  (1936),  by  Samuel  K.  Morison,  I,  449,  574,  648. 

(iS)  See  Controversy  over  Dedham's  Grant  to  Xatlek  Indians,  by  Frank  Smith,  Dedham  His¬ 
torical  Register  (1898)  IX,  p.  37. 

(19)  In  1728  a  law  of  the  General  Court  allowed  these  inhabitants  of  a  town  who  desired  to 
attend  Church  of  Kngland  services  to  have  their  taxes  paid  to  a  minister  of  that  church; 
and  in  this  wav  the  Kpiscopal  Church  in  Dedham  came  into  being  in  1761. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames  wrote  in  his  Diary.  October  4.  1805 :  “Chronicle  of  this  date  report 
of  case  —  Ebcnezcr  Smith  ».  In  bah.  of  Dedham  for  taxes  forced  from  Sam.  Whipple,  a 
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jfflalb,yC(o°ur «"“»>■  unanimously  decided  by  S(upre.„e) 

.-■0>  Whether  any  Dedham  men  took  part  in  our  Naval  War  with  France  in  1797-179S  is  unknown. 

,21>  here^for^n'urtler  '  VM*  ‘  v'"?’  O,'tober  7*  \™2  :  “Kbenezer  Mason  of  Med  field  hanged 
rie  s  w  ,  1;  ",  ,V  ^oHourse.  His  body  carried  off  by  his  relations,  not 

and  st  i  uggled '  niucln'  * .  '  ,he  PM,,e  bn’ke  :,"<1  b"  DuIKmI  up  the  second  time 

<22)  JlMoS  v?i,fil3.r  a  W‘"*k  to  1 i.lenee,  as  early  as  17,75.  See  Dedham 

(23>  burned*1  'on  ” October  30  '  aS  -?,a,,'s’  C*ragg's'  Smith's,  and  Bride’s,  was 

December  27  ,  1880.  ’  '  s,te  was  bullt  the  Dhoenix  House  which  burned 


(24) 


(25) 


(26) 


t -7 ) 


(2S) 


(29) 


CO) 


(31) 


}>y  Jedidiah  Morse  (1st  Ed.  1797,  2d  Ed.  1804).  it  is  stated 
},  i-T„.  A  1  l'11  s  K|m  furnishes  water  most  part  of  the  year  to  a  grist  mill  •>  sawmills 

j, Dedham  ^  A" lk  A"  i"  ,H'Mve  of  thre«  ‘l^rters  of  a  mi.e  WorUnngton  s 

,,it  /Y,>  111  111  p'-*  states  that  there  were  then  in  the  town:  woolen  factories  2 

caadges  P.ct,  ,■  v  ‘ £'" f  1>al,e1'  2  grist  »»•»«.  5  factories  for  making  chairs  and 

carnages,  a  ructoij  foi  machinery  and  one  to  make  ploughs.” 

iVieetX wi'ti! '“'AY!  ‘;Ls  Vii,r-V’  Jaluuu'v  1G-  ISH:  “Sundry  mechanics  of  Dedham 
t  i^  sa  d  to  f,  „,  at1.thr,r  he,!U,1  0,1  the  subject  of  «•  Dank  in  Dedham  and  subscribe 
S14  iva  f  n“  1  K  A.-  a,ui  Deacon  Bullard,  T.  Jay,  Jr.,  and  T.  Hichardson.  Feb. 

en’ng  JaAs^hdc.raA1  ‘‘YA1'"1  to  Ie5blish  Dank!  Granted,  Willard  Gay,  Jabez  Chick- 
enng,  James  Kichardson,  Phineas  Kills,  (Jen.  Klijah  CYane.” 

upon  a  fair  discussion  and  mature  deliberation,  such  a‘  measure  should^”,  !“  them'  If’ 
ttcable,  you  are  to  endeavor  that  the  order  of  lawyers  be  totalB iholiA  1  1 ,|,eaV  "nl>rac- 
preterable  to  their  continuing  in  their  present  mode?”  ^  y  abolM»«1.  aa  alternative 

The  vote  for  Governor  in  Dedham  in  1799  was— Heath  (  4ntif«l-r, ir.o  „  , 

eralist  7.7  ;  in  IS,  10  (the  year  of  Jefferson’s  election as FrlshhViD  it  w  ,  ’  bamntr  (fed- 
federalist)  150,  Strong  (Federalist)  42;  in  1804  Su  D  i  v  a n\p  fJli,  .  77° ? ‘,'ry  <Anti- 
( Federalist)  41;  in  ISOS,  Sullivan  (Antifederalist)’  247  Gore  (FederalNt)  1  -  ■  ■*’’  1?,t£°nK 
"as — Gerry  (Antifederalist)  299.  Strong  (Federalist)  1 7 ■>  •  in  10  /  •,  's  •  1,1  1M2,  it 

federalist)  2.72,  Brooks  (Federalist)  159  U  !<-.  »i  lSlb  ,.t  was— Dexter  (Anti- 

For  President  Dedham  voted  in  1S12  for  Madison  bv  223  to  15->  •  i„  i«i«  ,  , 

for  Monroe;  in  1820,  for  Monroe;  in  1824,  for  John  Ouincv  Adams  m-- 1  -  .  ,  A  ,.t  \utfd 
for  Adams  against  Jackson  bv  214  to  34  -  in  lSIl"  (w  V’  to,1S:  1,1 

v.  ,,11  1U7  votes  cast  for  William  Wirt,  candidate  "of  the  Anti-ffaTonic  ' '  pm'’  L  '  ‘A  AY 
for  A\  ebster  against  Van  Buren  by  245  to  197.  .  and  in  153b, 

Dedham's  vote  for  President  from  1810  to  1S«4  inclusive  was  as  follows-  m  u 

a  public. in)  4-1.),  ( it  eele\  (Democrat)  2(»2  ;  in  1870  Haves  ( Remihlh-i  n  i  'Pii.m..  ,n 

(uimOLi.il)  a.i.)  in  ls.it)  McKinlej  (llepublican)  909,  Brvan  (Democrat)  137  Palmer  (Xai 
ir1’  I1,1  -1' Vj  e>  (Depublican )  749,  Bryan  (DeiniK  ran  5,1.7  ;  h,  inoJ  T  1W 

(Democrat)  454*"  in  1912,  WiUori'  ‘(ilenmcnV  997,  T!ifV,'me?mbmin)‘77  “^Kolise^  “pro" 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  Dedham  have  been  _  v:„i,„  , 

J >ow;s»a  _1  SI 9-1 820  ;  William  S.  Damrell,  1855-1859;  Frederick  D  Klv  ISS’"  is 1';‘,Ward 
1-ied  Williams,  1891-1893;  and  Richard  Olney,  Jr.,  (now  alive)  1913-1917  S”"  7  1  <,eor&e 

Metcalf' “lsis^sr-^  Af  ,[he.  Su,,rt'"ie  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts, 

1S91-190G.  8  ’  h  nes’  180y-18S1:  Waldo  Colburn.  18S2-1885  ; 


have  been  Theron 
and  John  Kathrop, 
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REV.  FRANCIS  LEE  WHITTEMORE 


Benediction 


Rev.  Francis  Lee  Whittemore 

O  God,  our  Father,  we  remember  with  unfeigned  gratitude  that 
Thou  hast  guided  our  forefathers  in  the  past,  and  we  ask  that  Thou 
give  unto  us  Thy  blessings  and  lead  this  town  and  its  sons  and 
daughters  in  like  manner,  that  by  the  thoughts  of  our  minds,  the 
desires  of  our  hearts,  and  the  work  of  our  hands,  we  may  reach  far 
with  the  same  faith,  and  so  lighten  the  way  of  the  peoples  yet  to 
come,  that  Thy  increased  purpose  may  be  fulfilled  among  us,  now 
and  forevermore. 

Amen. 
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THE  DEDHAM  TERCENTENARY  FILM 


A  Motion  Picture  Entitled 

THE  SEVEN  LIGHTS 
OF  DEDHAM 

Three  Hundred  Years  or  Local  History 
Presented  by 

The  Dedham  Tercentenary  Committee 

Arthur  M.  Worthington,  M.  D.,  Chairman 
Dedham  High  School  Auditorium,  Sept.  18-19-20,  1936  —  8  p.m. 

Produced  by 

THE  FILM  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Ernest  J.  Baker  Mr.  Theodore  T.  Marsh 

Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Finn  Mr.  George  A.  Phillips 

Miss  Louise  R.  Gagliard  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Pratt 

Mr.  E.  Theodore  Hedlund  Mr.  George  C.  Willard,  Treasurer 

Miss  Rosanna  F.  Lynch,  Secretary  Mr.  John  J.  Smith 

Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  Director 

The  Committee  was  assisted  by — 

Miss  Rose  M.  Briggs  . 

Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Drew 
Miss  Marion  Hebblethwaite 
Miss  Mary  Kennedy 
Mr.  Robert  Olsen 
Mr.  Arthur  Thayer 


Costumes 
Costumes 
Personnel 
Office  Secretary 
Stagecraft 
Stagecraft 
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REV.  LYMAN  V.  RUTLEDGE 


A  Tribute 

As  the  Tercentenary  Film  Pageant  is  the  most  enduring  part  of  Dedham’s  Tercen¬ 
tenary  celebration  so  equally  enduring  in  the  story  ot  its  production  are  the  creative 
genius,  the  indefatigable  energy,  the  inexhaustible  resourcefulness,  administrative  skill 
and  mechanical  competence  of  its  director,  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  who  conceived 
and  instituted  the  pageant  project,  placing  his  time  and  talent  as  a  voluntary  offering 
at  the  service  of  his  townspeople.  Not  in  this  instance  alone  but  over  a  period  of  years 
Mr.  Rutledge  has  earned  the  recognition  accorded  him  as  one  of  the  town’s  most  con¬ 
structive  citizens  and  as  a  leader,  not  only  in  the  affairs  of  his  own  Unitarian  denomi¬ 
nation,  but  in  every  civic  and  cultural  enterprise  which  benefits  the  citizens  of  Dedham. 
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Synopsis  of  Scenes 

The  full  scenario  will  appear  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  Dedham  Tercentenary. 


PROLOGUE 


Scene 

1 

.  1636-1936 

Scene 

2 

Seal  of  the  Town  of  Dedham 

Scene 

3 

Dedham  Historical  Society,  entrance.  Arthur  M.  Worthing- 

ton, 

,  M.  D.  chairman,  greets  the  members  of  his  committee. 

Scene 

4 

The 

same,  interior.  The  committee  proceeds  to  plan  for  the 

cele 

brations  of  Sept.  18,  19  and  20. 

Scene 

5 

Church  Green — children  searching  out  Dedham  history 

Scene 

6 

The  Candle  of  the  Dawn 

ACT  I 

Scene 

1 

The  Vicarage,  Dedham,  England,  in  193  5 

Scene 

2 

Study  in  the  Vicarage  of  1634 

Scene 

3 

The  Enchanted  Forest,  Ludlow  castle,  England  (  1634). 

Scene 

4 

The  same — in  the  wilderness 

Scene 

5 

Rendezvous  of  Comus 

Scene 

6 

The  study  once  more. 

Scene 

7 

On  the  placid  Charles,  163  5. 

Scene 

8 

Great  and  General  Court,  Cambridge,  163  5 

Scene 

9 

Home  of  John  Dwight,  Watertown.  Writing  the  Covenant. 

Scene 

10 

Portage 

Scene 

11 

Home  of  John  Gaye,  Watertown.  Drawing  the  Petition 

Scene 

12 

The  General  Court,  Sept.  8,  163  6 

ACT  II 

The  First  Landing,  Sept.  10,  1636 

. The  Turkey 

.  The  Bear 

A  Winter  Excursion 
The  First  Town  Meeting — Exterior,  March  23,  1637 
The  First  Town  Meeting — Interior 
Millstone,  1  Iaynes  Farm 
Millstone  on  the  Charles 

. Landing  of  the  Millstone 

Arrival  of  John  Allin,  1637 
Building  the  Meetinghouse,  1637-38 
Digging  the  Canal,  163  9-40 
The  Wedding,  1644 
Going  to  Church 
By  the  River  Side 
Campfire 
Prowling  Indians 
At  the  Pillaries 
Cutting  Timbers  for  the  School,  1649 
Building  the  New  School,  1649 
Visit  of  John  Eliot,  1651 
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Scene  22 
Scene  23 
Scene  24 
Scene  25 
Scene  26 
Scene  27 
Scene  28 
Scene  29 


Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Scene  1 
Scene  2 
Scene  3 
Scene  4 
Scene  5 
Scene  6 
Scene  7 
Scene  8 
Scene  9 
Scene  1  0 
Scene  1 1 


Scene  1 
Scene  2 
Scene  3 
Scene  4 
Scene  5 
Scene  6 
Scene  7 
Scene  8 
Scene  9 


Washing  by  the  River  Bank 

.  The  Visit  of  King  Philip,  1669-70 

Butter  Making 
Sad  News  from  Deerfield,  167  5 
The  Three  Spinners 
Indian  War  Dance,  1676 
The  Burning  of  Mcdficld,  1676 
The  Massacre  of  the  Settlers,  1676 

ACT  III 

The  Comfort  Starr  Kitchen,  1702.  Early  morning 

Comfort  Starr  Chamber 
Same  as  Scene  3 

.  . With  the  Baby 

Building  the  Fire 
At  Breakfast 
Dipping  Candles  and  Spinning 
Arrival  of  John  Sabin 
Return  of  the  Woodsman 

ACT  IV 

Thanksgiving  Service  of  Nov.  23,  1738 

.  Powder  House,  1766 

Suffolk  Resolves.  Sept.  6,  1774 

.  Town  Meeting,  1775 

Pillar  of  Liberty,  (Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  July  22,  1 766.) 

George  Washington  on  the  Green.  April  4,  1776 
George  Washington  at  home  of  Samuel  Dexter 
The  Lexington  Rider,  April  19,  177  5 

.  Guild  and  the  citizen,  1775 

.  The  First  Flag,  1781 

.  The  French  Army,  Dec.  2-5,  1782 


ACT  V 

The  Haven  House  gardens,  1800 

.  The  Teamster 

Business  office  at  Norfolk  Cotton  Mfg.,  1807 
Business  office  of  Dedham  Bank,  1814 
Norfolk  Street,  Visit  of  Lafayette,  1824 

. Alden  House.  Lafayette 

Selectmen’s  Room,  18  27.  Horace  Mann. 
Dedication  of  Norfolk  County  Court  Flouse,  18  27 
Interior  of  No.  18  Norfolk  Street 
Dedham  Institution  for  Savings,  183  1 

ACT  VI 


Scene 

1 

Abraham  Lin 

coin  at  Haven  House, 

1848 

Scene 

2  . 

.  Abraham 

Lincoln  at  Temperance 

Hall 

Scene 

3  . 

C.  W.  Carroll. 

Recruiting  Volunteers, 

1861 

Scene 

4 

. Ch 

urch  Service,  August 

1862 

Scene 

5  . 

Dedication  of  Memorial  Hall. 

1868 
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Scene  1 
Scene  2 


Scene  1 
Scene  2 
Scene  3 
Scene  4 
Scene  3 
Scene  6 


ACT  VII 

Gay  Nineties 

Dedication  of  World  War  Memorial,  1931 
EPILOGUE  —  DEDHAM  TODAY 

The  Flood,  February,  193  6 
American  Legion  Service,  Stone  Park 
First  Church,  Memorial  Sunday,  May  24,  193  6 

. Fairbanks  Reunion,  August  19,  193  6 

.  Dedham  from  the  Air 

Finale 


Mrs.  Eleanor  Baker  Bates 
Mrs.  James  A.  Halsted 
Mrs.  Philip  Sherwood 


Sidney  Colburn 


ARTISTS 

Harvey  K.  Hill 
Manley  Butler 


AUTOMOBILES 


CASTING 

Marion  Hebblethwaite  Mary  Kennedy 


Mrs.  Eunice  Braaten 
Rose  M.  Briggs 
Frances  Bronson 
Mrs.  May  Baker  Brown 
Mrs.  Ernestine  Canning 
Mrs.  James  Cotter 
Mrs.  Marion  Drew 
Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Finn 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Fisher 
Louise  R.  Gagliard 
Maria  Galdii 


COSTUMES 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Hagen 
Mrs.  Anna  Hazard 
Mrs.  Mary  Ogden 
Mrs.  Myrna  Hodges 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Hutchinson 
Mrs.  Harry  Kubick 
Mrs.  Rodney  Larcom 
Helen  Lowden 
Rosanna  F.  Lynch 
Mrs.  Mabel  Luke 
Mrs.  Ernest  Marble 


Ellen  Cullen 
Barbara  Oir 
R.  Trent  Whitford 


Howard  Thompson 


E.  Theodore  Hedlund 


Mrs.  Georgia  McNeil 
Mrs.  Marion  Mosher 
Mrs.  Andrew  H.  Hodgdon 
Mrs.  Rose  Olsen 
Miss  Katherine  O’Neil 
Mrs.  Roswell  Phelps 
Mrs.  Lillian  Philbrook 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Scanlon 
Mrs.  Louise  Tibbetts 
Miss  Margaret  Warren 


Robert  M.  Bailey,  Jr. 
Ross  W.  Baker 
Carl  Benson 
A1  Breed 
Henry  M.  Carey 
W.  Col  pan 
Ernest  Daniels 
C.  L.  Dorr 
Isabel  French 


OFFICE  SECRETARY 
Alary  Kennedy 

PROPERTIES 

James  Haszard 
E.  Theodore  Hedlund 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Hodgdon 
Mrs.  Gideon  Holmes 
Charles  Liscom 
Daniel  A.  Lynch 
Gordon  Martin 
Charles  E.  Mills 
Leigh  M.  Nesbit 
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Hugo  E.  Petersen 
George  A.  Phillips 
Justin  L.  Rafusc 
Alaj.  Philip  P.  Sherwood 
Webster  Tyler 
John  F.  Veader 
James  Welch 
Forrest  Whitney 
George  C.  Willard 
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II 


Jonathan  Cobb 
Ernest  Daniels 
E.  Theodore  Hedlund 


Arlene  Hodges 
Helen  Lunsman 


STAGECRAFT 

Alfred  Longden 
Theodore  T.  Marsh,  Jr. 
Matthew  McGrath 
Harold  McGrath 

TYPING 

Mary  Nadolski 
Esther  Nelson 


Robert  Olsen 
John  Rutledge 
Mark  Sha  w 
Arthur  Thayer 


Agnes  Rutledge 
Esther  Rutledge 


PUBLICITY  AND  PRINTING 
The  Dedham  Transcript  The  Riley  Press 

SOUND  REPRODUCTION 
Wayne  Brenckman 


The  Rogers  Press 


Cast  of  Characters 


Two  films  were  produced,  one  for  presentation  at  the  Dedham  Tercenten¬ 
ary  on  the  evenings  of  Sept.  18,  19  and  20  at  the  Dedham  High  School  Audi¬ 
torium,  and  kept  thereafter  as  a  permanent  record.  The  other  in  the  form  of 
a  Film  Library  for  more  frequent  use.  The  cast  of  characters  here  presented 
includes  all  who  took  part  in  all  the  scenes  taken,  (except  in  general  views 
which  include  groups  of  citizens,  as  in  the  rededication  of  the  World  War 
Memorial).  Some  who  may  not  appear  in  the  Tercentenary  showing  may  be 
found  in  the  Film  Library. 

(The  asterisk  (*)  indicates  that  the  actor  is  a  lineal 
descendant  or  kinsman  of  the  character  which  he  represents.) 

ALLEN,  FREDERIC  C.  (::'Lieut.  Charles  W.  Carroll)  Act  IV,  Scene  3 

ALLENSPACKER,  PAULINE  .  Act  I,  Scene  3,  5 

AMES,  MRS.  THERON  B .  Act  IV,  Scene  2,  4 

AMIDON,  MRS.  R.  F.  .  Act  I,  Scene  9,  1 1 

Act  II,  Scene  5,  6,  10,  14,  16,  18,  22 
ANDERSON,  MRS.  GUST  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

ANDERSON,  MR.  GUST .  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

ANDRESEN,  CARL  .  Act  1,  Scene  3,  5 

AUSTIN,  DOROTHY  .  Act  VII,  Scene  l 

AUSTIN,  MRS.  WALTER  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

BAILEY,  ROBERT  M.,  Jr.  Prologue,  Scene  4 

BAILEY,  ROBERT  M.,  3rd  (John  Milton)  .  Act  I,  Scene  2 

Act  II,  Scene  4,  5 

BAKER,  ERNEST  J.  .  Prologue,  Scene  3 

BAKER,  JULIA . Act  VII,  Scene  1 

BAKER,  ROBERT  (William  Eaton)  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

BAKER,  ROSS,  Jr.  (::John  Allin) . Act  II,  Scene  13 

BAKER,  WILLIAM  (::'John  Allin) .  Act  I,  Scene  2 

BAKER,  WILLIAM  (John  Baker)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 
BATCHELDER,  DR.  HOLLIS  G . Act  IV,  Scene  6,  7 
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BIRCHALL,  JOHN 
BIRD,  FRANCES 


Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  V,  Scene  3,  6 
Act  V,  Scene  3,  6 
Act  I,  Scene  3,  3 


BOETJE,  MRS.  JOSEPH 


BATES,  MRS.  ELEANOR  BAKER  .  Act  y  Scene  ? 

BAYARD,  MRS.  EVA  (Gold  Star  Mother)  tcnc  l 

BECKFORD,  FREDERICK,  Jr.  (John  Sabin)  Act  III  Scene  8 

BEDARD,  BLANCHE  (.936)  Prologs  Scene’  5 

“““  InA«vnssA«c:rii 

LEDELL,  DAVID  (Minute  Man)  Act  II,  Scene  12 

BINGHAM,  MRS.  MARIA  A.  3>  4*  Yc’t  V’sl!^  " 

BIRCHALL,  MRS.  ETHEL  Act  VI,’  Scene  2,’  4 

Act  VII,  Scene  I 
Act  VI,  Scene  3 

. Maypole  Dance 

BISBEE,  BANCROFT  Act  II,  Scene  17,  27 

BISHOP,  ELEANOR  Act  V,  Scene  3,  6 

BISHOP,  GEORGE 
BISI IOP,  JEAN 
BISHOP,  NANCY 

BOETJE,  GERARD  (Nathaniel  Summer) 

Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VI  Scene  2  4 

BONNEMORT,  MRS.  HOWARD  (Mrs.  Samuel  Morse)  Act  I,  Scene  8,  11 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  5,  10,  13,  16,  18 
BOYD,  MARGARET  (Mrs.  John  Rogers)  Act  I,  Scene  11 

Act  II,  Scene  3,  10,  13,  16 
Act  V,  Scene  3,  6 

BREWSTER,  MRS.  BENJAMIN  .  Act^I  Vce™' 2  ’  4 

BRIDGES,  CHARLES  (-'Michael  Metcalf)  Act  I  Scene  2 

BRIDGES,  FRANK .  Act  I,  Scene  n 

BROAD,  MRS.  ELIZA  C .  A^t  Vlf&ene  i 

BRONSON,  FRANCES  Ac  y I 7  See™ 

BROWNE,  ANNE  A“  yil  See™  1 

BROWN,  BETTY  (-'Hannah  Starr)  .  Act  III,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  6  7 

BROWN,  MARTHA  (-'Mary  Starr)  Act  III,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 

Act  VII,  Scene  1 

BROWN,  MRS.  MAY  BAKER  .  Act  VI  Scene  2  4 

BROWN,  ROLAND  (-'Comfort  Starr,  Jr.) 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  11,  14,  13,  16,  18,  20 
^  Act  III,  Scene  2,  3,  3,  6,  9 

BROWNE,  WILLIAM  M .  Act  V  Scene  7  8 

BUTLER,  MANLEY  (Edward  Alleyn) .  Act  I  Scene  8  11  1  ? 

C^ON.  ’’  *  "  *’  *  “•  ™  ™ 

CAMPAGNE,  LUCY  (1886) .  Prologue,’  Scene  3 

„  .  „  „  Introducing  Act  VI 

CAMPBELL,  BETTY  MAY  (Torch  Bearer) . Prologue,  Scene  3,  6 

CAMPBELL,  MRS.  NORMA .  Act  VII,  Scene  ' 
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CANNING,  MRS.  ERNESTINE  (Mrs.  Abraham  Shawe)  Act  II,  Scene  5,  28 

Act  II,  Scene  26 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 

CAPEN,  MRS.  CHARLES  J .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

CAREY,  HENRY  M.  (Jonathan  Avery)  Act  V,  Scene  3,  4 

Act  VI,  Scene  5 

CARR,  ROBERT  .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

CARTWRIGHT,  ERNEST  (Jabez  Chickering)  Act  V,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  4 

CHAMBERLAIN,  EDWIN  S.  (Teamster)  Act  V,  Scene  2 

CHAMBERLAIN,  PHOEBE .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

CHARLAND,  EILEEN  Act  II,  Scene  1,  5,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  20 

CHARLAND,  ROSE  M .  Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  20 

CLARKE,  EDWIN  (John  Eliot) .  Act  II,  Scene  21 

CLARKE,  FRANK  .  Act  VI,  Scene  2 

CLARKE,  MRS.  FRANK  .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

Act  VII,  Scene  1 

CLARKE,  FRANK,  Jr.  .  Act  II,  Scene  18,  23 

COBB,  MRS.  FREDERICK  C.  . Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

COBB,  JONATHAN  ("  Jonathan  Cobb)  Act  I,  Scene  10 

Act  V,  Scene  9 

COLBURN,  MARK  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

COLBURN,  MRS.  MARK  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

COLE,  HENRY  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

CONANT,  JULIE-ELLEN  Maypole  Dance 

CONANT,  LINWOOD  (Pliny  Bingham)  Act  V,  Scene  3,  4 

CONLIN,  JOHN  .  Act  VI,  Scene  3 

CONNORS,  JOHN  W .  Prologue,  Scene  4 

COOK,  CHARLES . Act  VII,  Scene  1 

COOK,  MRS.  CHARLES .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

CORMERAIS,  MRS.  MARY  F .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

COSGROVE,  JACQUELINE .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

COSGROVE,  JAMES .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

COSGROVE,  MARY .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

COTTER,  MRS.  JAMES  (Mrs.  Joanna  Gaye)  Act  II,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  22,  24,  28 

Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  VII,  Scene  1,  2 

COTTER,  JAMES,  Jr .  Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  11,  14,  15,  16,  18 

COTTER,  JOHN . Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  11,  14,  15,  16,  18 

CUTTER,  ABBOTT . Act  II,  Scene  2,  3,  4 

CUTTER,  JOHN  P . . '. . Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  10 

CUTTER,  WALTER .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

DALRYMPLE,  RICHARD  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

DANIELS,  BETTY  (Mary  Everaud)  . Act  I,  Scene  8 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 
DANIELS,  ERNEST  ("Michael  Metcalf)  Act  II,  Scene  1,  15,  16,  17,  21 

Act  II,  Scene  13 

DANIELS,  IRVING  (Abraham  Lincoln)  Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2 

DANIELS,  KAY  . -Act  II,  Scene  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 

Act  IV,  Scene  1 

DANIELS,  RICHARD  Act  IV,  Scene'  1 
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DANIELS,  CARLTON  Arr  VT  Q 

DAvIs,’  REBECCA  1  Acc  VI,  Sce^T  l\  l 

DEAN,  MRS.  ELLEN  (Gold  Star  Mother)  ^A^t’ VnTcene  ' 

DEAN,  GLADYS  Act  vn,  bcene  2 

DEAN,  WALTER  (Calvin  Guild)  Arr  v  s  T  a 

DELANEY,  WILLIAM  P.  (William  Howe)  Act  V  Scene  3*  I 

dervan,  john  ;  A  ’ 4 

DETHLEFS,  MRS.  LOUIS  C .  '  Act  T  1 

DIMOND,  GEORGE  ("Samuel  Dexter)  Act  iv'  Scene  I 

DOANE,  CARL  (Comus)  ^c/T’  t?™  l’  1’  \ 

DOGGETT,  THOMAS  t!,  Jr .  Act  VI  Scene  l’  2 

DONAHUE,  MRS.  MARY  Ac!  vr?  *’  ’ 

DONALDSON,  EDGAR  F.  V  ’  S 

DONOVAN,  THOMAS  T .  Act  Vi  ’  Id™  a 

DREW,  NANCY  (-Hannah  Morse)  A't  S“”  * 

DREW,  PRESCOTT  (-  Joseph  Morse)  ^  ’*  **  {%£“ 

DURYEA,  MRS.  GRACE  A^V^X?  < 

EATON,  MRS.  RALPH  .  Act  VI  Sr  ’  ? 

EICHLER,  BEVERLY  JOAN  Maypole  Dance 

ELDRED,  CALVIN  P.  (Samuel  Lowder) .  Act  V  Scene  4 

ELLIS,  CHARLES  N .  Act  VI  1 

ELLIS,  GEORGE  .  Ac  V  ’  S  m  ’  \ 

ELWELL,  ARTHUR  W .  Ac/viT  Sr  ’  t 

™EhhJ!KS:  ARTHUR  W.  Act  VII,’  Scene  ! 

Prologue,  Scene  4 
Act  I,  Scene  12 
Act  II,  Scene  5,  13 

FAIRBANKS,  MRS.  IDA  (*Mrs.  Jonathan  Fairbanks) 

Act  II,  Scene  3,  6,  13,  24,  28 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

FAUNCE,  KENNETH  W .  AaVI,'  Sce'ne  1 

FINN,  DR.  JOSEPH  T.  (Reuben  Guild,  Lafayette)  Act  V,  Scene  3,  4 

Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  II,  Scene  24 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

F'SHER,  ELIZABETH  . .  Act  uXL'’ 

FISHER,  GARDNER  . Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2 

FISHER,  JOHN  E.  (-'Daniel  Fisher)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  10 


ENDICOTT,  H.  WENDELL 
FAIRBANKS,  HENRY  IRVING  (-'Jonathan  Fairbanks) 


FINN,  MRS.  JOSEPH  T . 

FISHER,  AIRS.  BENJAMIN 


FLETCHER,  MRS.  LAURA 
FRANCOEUR,  EVA 
FRENCH,  ISABEL  ( '"'Mrs.  John  Cobb) 
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Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VII,  Scene  I 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  V,  Scene  9 
Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2,  4 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
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FRENCH,  MARION 


GAGLIARD,  LOUISE  R. 


GALDII,  MARIA 
GEARVINELLA,  RAYMOND 
GEISHECKER,  ANDREW 
GENITTI,  ANITA 
GIBSON,  GEORGE 


.  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  VI,  Scene  4 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  II,  Scene  5,  10,  14,  15,  16 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  15,  16 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VI,  Scene  5 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 


GILLESPIE  EDWARD  (Minute  Man)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  1 1 
GRANT,  DR.  FREDERICK  E.  (Willard  Gaye)  Act  V,  Scene  1,  2 

GRAY,  MURRAY  ..  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  1 1 

GREARSON,  MRS.  ADELINE  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

GREARSON,  SUSAN  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

GUIGGIO,  MARIE  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

GUILD,  ANN  FIARRIET  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

GUILD,  FANNIE  . Act  IV,  Scene  1 

GUILD,  FRANCES  . Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2,  4 

Act  VII  Scene  1 

HALE,  ALBERT  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

Act  V,  Scene  8 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 

HALE,  MRS.  ALBERT  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

HALL,  MRS.  CHARLES  (*Mary  Starr) .  Act  II,  Scene  10,  15,  16 

Act  III,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 

HANNON,  THOMAS .  Act  I,  Scene  10 

HARRIS,  MRS.  SAMUEL . Act  IV,  Scene  1 

HATCH,  DEXTER  (John  Huggen)  Act  I,  Scene  8,  11 

Act  II,  Scene  7,  8,  9 
Act  III,  Scene  1  1,  12,  14,  17,  18,  19,  21,  22,  25,  28 

Act  IV,  Scene  2 

HAYNES,  H.  WEIMER  Act  I,  Scene  2,  6 

HEBBLETH WAITE,  MARION  (Ruth  Whiting)  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2,  4 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 

HEWINS,  ALICE  .  Act  II,  Scene  5 

Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

HEWINS,  HARRY  (::  John  Dwight) . Act  I,  Scene  7,  9,  1 1 

HEWINS,  JOSEPHINE  . Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

HILL,  HELEN  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

HILL,  MRS.  WOODMAN  C.  (*Lidia  Morse)  Act  I,  Scene  8,  11 

Act  II,  Scene  5,  14,  18,  24 
HINE,  GRACE  (Mrs.  John  Kingsbury)  Act  I,  Scene  8 

Act  II,  Scene  5 
Act  VI,  Scene  2 

HINE,  RODERICK  W.  (Horace  Mann)  . Act  V,  Scene  7,  8 

Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2 

HIRSCH,  JOHN  A.  . Prologue,  Scene  3 

HODGDON,  KATHERINE  (::Ruth  Starr) .  Act  III,  Scene  2,  6,  9 

Maypole  Dance 

HODGDON,  JOAN  (::Sarah  Starr) . Act  III,  Scene  2,  6,  9 

HODGDON,  JOHN  . Act  VII,  Scene  1 

HODGDON,  WALDO  C.  (::  John  Gaye,  *Hezekiah  Gaye,  ::'Waldo  Colburn) 
Act  IV,  Scene  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10  Act  II,  Scene  1,  7,  8,  9,  10  Act  VI,  Scene  5 
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HODGES,  ARLENE  (The  Lady  [Comus]) .  Act  I,  Scene  4,  5 

HODGES,  SIDNEY  BLAKE  (First  Brother  [Comus])  Act  I,'  Scene  4,'  5 

HODGES,  DRAPER  (Second  Brother  [Comus])  Act  I  Scene  4  5 

HURLEY,  CHARLES  J.  .  Act  V’,  Scene  7,  8 

HUSSEY,  HELEN  Act  II,  Scene  5 

IRVINGY,’sJUEAN  Act  II,  Scene  10,  14,  15,  16,  18, 

JAQUES,  MILDRED  N.  ZZZZIZIZZ:  ZZ!  AalV,  We  \\  6 

IPNIMEtd  T^r^o  ic  Act  \  I,  Scene  2,  4 

JLNNER,  DORIS  Arr  vn  ~  . 

JENNLR,  WINIFRED  ^  vn  l 

KELLEY,  KENNETH  II  Sc  , 

KELLEY,  WILLIAM  Act  II.  Scene  1 2 

KENNINGTON,  ALICE  A«  V.'sc’eneT  6 

Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

KIDDER,  SAMUEL  T.  Arr  VI  c  ’  ,  , 

KIMBALL,  MRS.  C.  H.  J.  Act  II,  Scene 'l  To!  h,"’, 6 

Act  IV,  Sc  ene  1 

KIMBALL,  EVELYN .  *"«  'iv'sc!™  ] 

KINSELLA,  LORETTO  Act  v,,'  7". 

KRUETEL,  HERBERT  A.  Act  Vl'  Se  n 

KUBICK  HARRY,  JR.  Act  II' Scene  11 

LANDR\,  JOHN  (Minute  Man)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7  8  9  10  1  1 

LANGONI,  MARGARET  . Act  V  Scene  5  6 

LARCOM,  GORDON  (Thomas  Carter)  Act  I  Scene  2  6 

TLFWKYmCALINTON  (ReV'  Ebenezer  BurSess)  Act  V,  Scene  7,  8*  9 

LiiwlS,  IDA  a  aM,  c 

LIDDELL,  FRANCIS  R .  Ac,  TS*  ?e"e 

LIDDELL,  MRS.  MARY  K.  Act  V  Sc  1? ?  l 

LISCOM,  CHARLES  (Samuel  Morse,  Ezechiel  Holliman)  Act  i’,  Scene  2,  6 

Act  I,  Scene  12 

Act  II,  Scene  6 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  7,  8,  9,  10,  15,  16,  20,  28 

Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

Act  VI,  Scene  1,  3,  4 

LONGDEN,  ALFRED  (Ralph  Shephard)  ACAcV!'  Scene  ] 

Act  II,  Scene  /,  8,  9,  10,  11,  14,  IS,  16,  17,  IS,  18,  21,  22,  23  2 >28 
LLKE,  MRS.  MABEL  (Gold  Star  Mother)  Act  VII  Seen  -  2 

LYNCH,  ANNA  Ac.  II,  S«ne  24,  26  28 

LL  NCH,  DANIEL  A.  (Edward  Dowse,  John  Endicott)  Act  V,  Scene  1,  2 

LSNCH,  MARION  (Mrs.  Francis  Austin)  Ac[  ]|  Scent'  6 

LYNCH,  MARY  A.  (Mr,  Lt”  )‘' /'  ^ 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  24,  25,  28 

Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2 
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LYNCH,  ROSANNA  F.  (Mrs.  Samuel  Morse)  .  Act  II,  Scene  6,  26 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  5,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  24,  25 

Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VI,  Scene  2 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 

LYNCH,  MRS.  \VM.  F.  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

LYNCH,  \VM.  F„  JR.  Act  IV,  Scene  3,4,  5,  6,  7,  8,9,  10,  11 

LUFFE,  DOROTHY  (1786)  .  Prologue,  Scene  5 

Introducing  Act  IV 

MacWHA,  NANCY  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

MAGGIONI,  MARGARET  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

MARBLE,  RUTH  . Act  I,  Scene  15,  16 

Act  II,  Scene  5,  14,  18,  25 

MARSH,  ADELAIDE  . Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  VII,  Scene  1 

MARSH,  ALICE  F.  Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2 

MARSH,  FRANCIS,  2ND  (John  Rogers,  "John  Gaye)  Act  I,  Scene  11 

Act  II,  Scene  6 

MARSH,  THEODORE  T.  (Samuel  Morse,  Comfort  Starr)  Prologue,  Scene  4 

Act  II,  Scene  6 
Act  II,  Scene  9 
Act  III,  Scene  1,3,6 
Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2 

MARSH,  THEODORE  T„  JR.  (Joseph  Shawe)  Act  I,  Scene  10 

Act  II,  Scene  6 

MATTA,  LYMAN  E.  Prologue,  Scene  4 

McCORMACK,  EDWARD  D.  . Act  VI,  Scene  3 

McCORMACK,  MRS.  ANNA  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

McDONOUGH,  MRS.  MARY  (Gold  Star  Mother)  Act  VII,  Scene  2 

McGANN,  CHARLES  L.  Act  VI,  Scene  3 

McGRATH,  MATTHEW  (Francis  Austin,  Phillemon  Dalton)  Act  I,  Scene  12 

Act  II,  Scene  6 
Act  I,  Scene  8 
Act  II,  Scene  1,  2,  7,  8,  9,  15,  16,  23,  25 

McGUIRE,  LOFTIS  . Act  VI,  Scene  3 

McMASTERS,  HELEN  Act  II,  Scene  14,  18 

McMASTERS,  VIOLET  (  1636)  Prologue  Scene  5 

Introducing  Act  I 

. Act  VII,  Scene  2 

.  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

. Act  II,  Scene  5 

Act  II,  Scene  14,  18 

. Act  I,  Scene  8,  12 

. Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  5,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 

. Act  IV,  Scene  1 

Act  VII,  Scene  1 

. Act  VII,  Scene  1 

. . Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 

. Act  VII,  Scene  1 

nathan  Avery)  Act  V,  Scene  1 

. Act  I,  Scene  10 

Act  II,  Scene  4 
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MILLS,  CHARLES  E . 

MILLER,  ELIZABETH  P. 

MINER,  CHERRIE . 

MINER,  DOROTHY 
MINOT,  HENRY  D.  (Sir  Harry  Vane) 
MITCHELL,  LAURA 
MONAHAN,  MRS.  JUSTINE 
MOORE,  DAVID 
MORMBEQUETTE,  MRS.  ANNA 
MORRISSEY,  MRS.  MARGARET 
MORRISSEY,  MARY 
MORSE,  GERTRUDE 
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NAY,  JOHN 
NELSON,  ROY 


NOYES,  JAMES  Y. 


Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10 

. Act  II,  Scene  28 

Act  VI,  Scene  3 

.  .  . Act  "V I  Scene  12  4 

^N^i.R.E^?fORGEP-  (Epi,°SUe>  Act  VII,  Scene  2 

OGDEN,  MRS.  MART  Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16  18  25 

nflrxfJI!EVT?,ER’  MRS-  KATHERINE  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

OLSEN,  LYDIA  Arr  v  t  ^ 

OLSEN,  ROBERT  (Richard  Everard)  Act  I,  Scene  3,  5 

Act  I,  Scene  8 
Act  I,  Scene  10,  1 1 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  1  1,  12,  14,  1  5,  16,  17,  18,  21,  23,  25,  28 

Act  IV,  Scene  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 
ORCUTT,  CARL  (John  Huggins)  I,  Scene  ,1 

Act  II,  Scene  11,  14,  17,  18,  19,  21,  23,  25 

^^UA^’EENA  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

I  AGE,  HELEN  Act  VI,  Scene  2  4 

1  ARKER,  HOW  ARD  R.  (Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames,  Jr.) 

Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8  9  10  11 
PARTRIDGE,  HARVEY  P.  L.  (Rev.  Bailey)  Ac  VI  Scene  4 

PENROSE,  THEODORE  E.  (Minute  Man) 

PETTENGELL,  MRS.  MARION  W.  ^  ^  ^  3.’ 4>  Act  Vl.Ve’neVi 


PETTINGELL,- CHESTER 
PETTINGELL,  MRS,  EMMA 
PETTINGELL,  TANE 


PETTINGELL,  HELEN 

PETTINGELL,  RALPH 

PHILBROOK,  MRS.  LILLIAN 
PHILBROOK,  MARY 
PHILLIPS,  AUDREY 


.  Act  II,  Scene  5 

Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 
Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  25 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  25 

Act  II,  Scene  20 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 

PHILLIPS,  GEORGE  A.  (John  Rogers,  Sr.,  Abraham  Shawe)  Prologue,  Scene  4 

Act  I,  Scene  2,  6 
Act  I.  Scene  9.  11.  12 
Act  II,  Scene  1,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  15,  16 

Act  II,  Scene  14,  17,  18,  19,  21,  23,  25,  28 

Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2,  4 

•t^TTYT,  „  Act  VII,  Scene  1,  2 

PHILLIPS,  POLLY  (Susanah)  .  Act  II,  Scene  6 

Act  III,  Scene  2,  4,  8,  9 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 

TYT  TTY  Y  Y  YY  Y.  ACt  V,  SCCOC  5,  6 

PHILLIPS,  WENDELL  (Joseph  Warren)  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 
PHILLIPS,  MRS.  WENDELL  Act  IV  Scene  1 

PHILLIPS,  WENDELL,  JR .  Act  II,  Scene  28 

PILLING,  EARL  W.  .  Prologue,  Scene  4 

PILLSBURY,  ADA  H.  (Mrs.)  .  Act  yj  Scene  1 

PORAZZO,  ESTHER  .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

PRATT,  DR.  FREDERICK  H.  (‘'Rev.  Samuel  Dexter)  Act  IV,  Scene  1 
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PUR  DON,  JAMES  Act  VII,  Scene  1,  2 

QUANN,  EDWARD  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

QUANN,  MRS.  EDWARD  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

RANDALI,  IRENE  . Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

REDMAN,  RALPH  W.  (Willard  Gaye)  .  Act  V,  Scene  3,  4 

REID,  ROLAND  (John  H.  Cobb)  . Act  V,  Scene  7,  8 

RENAUD,  LUCILE  (  1686) . Prologue,  Scene  5 

Introducing  Act  II 

ROBERTS,  JAMES  P.  .  Prologue,  Scene  3 

Act  II,  Scene  5 

ROBINSON,  CARL  .  Act  II,  Scene  10,  20 

ROBINSON,  EDITH  .  Act  II,  Scene  10,  20 

ROBINSON,  REV.  J.  FRANK  (John  Rogers,  Jr.,  Rev.  John  Allin) 

Act  I,  Scene  2,  6 
Act  II,  Scene  10 

ROBINSON,  MRS.  J.  FRANK  (Mrs.  John  Allin)  Act  II,  Scene  10 

ROBINSON,  HAROLD  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

ROBINSON,  MRS.  HAROLD .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

ROBINSON,  MARION .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

ROBINSON,  ROLAND  (Richard  Woodward) 

Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

ROSS,  CONSTANCE . Act  VII,  Scene  1 

ROTHFLJCKS,  RALPH  (Minute  Man).  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

RUGG,  WILLIAM  (-'John  Coolidge) .  Act  I,  Scene  8 

RUGG,  MRS.  WILLIAM  (-'Hannah  Dwight) . Act  I,  Scene  7,  9,  11 

Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 
Act  II,  Scene  1 

RUGG,  WILLIAM,  Jr.  (-Timothy  Dwight)  Act  I,  Scene  7,  9 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  15,  16 
Act  VI,  Scene  4 

RUSSELL,  DORIS .  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

RUSSELL,  JAMES  WARD  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

RUSSELL,  JOAN  . Maypole  Dance 

RUST,  HAZELJEAN  . Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

RUST,  MRS.  JENNIET . Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

RUTLEDGE,  ESTHER  . Act  I,  Scene  3,  5 

Act  II,  Scene  10,  14,  15,  16,  18,  25 
Act  V,  Scene  2,  4 

RUTLEDGE,  JOHN  (John  Cobb)  Act  I,  Scene  10 

Act  II,  Scene  3 
Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

RUTLEDGE,  LYMAN  V .  Prologue,  Scene  4 

RUTLEDGE,  MRS.  LYMAN  V .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

SANDERSON,  JANE  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

SANDERSON,  KENNETH  (Infant)  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

SCAMPOLI,  ROSE  Act  II,  Scene  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 

SCANLON,  MARION  Act  II,  Scene  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 

SCANLON,  ANN  Act  II,  Scene  10,  14,  15,  16,  18 

SCARRY,  MRS.  JOSEPHINE  (Gold  Star  Mother)  Act  VII,  Scene  2 

SCEWCZUK,  FRANCES  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

SCOTT,  MRS.  R.  G .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

SEUFERT,  MR.  ALFON  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

SEWELL,  SALLY  Maypole  Dance 

SHEA,  JOHN  J.  (Ezra  W.  Taft)  . Act  VI,  Scene  5 
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SHERWOOD,  MA J.  PHILIP  H.  (Samuel  Morse) 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  11,  15,  16 

SHERWOOD,  MRS.  PHILIP  H.  .  Act  II,  Scene  5 

SLAVIN,  JAMES  (Pianist)  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

SMITH,  ANSON  (Rev.  Alvan  Lamson)  .  Act  V,  Scene  7,  8,  9 

SMITH,  EDITH  .  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

SMITH,  EDWARD  L.  (Minute  Man)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,9,  10,  11 
SMITH,  PRANK  Prologue,  Scene  4 

SMITH,  JOHN  J.  .  Act  V,  Scene  7,  8 

SMITH,  RICHARD  E.  (Minute  Man)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,4,  5,  6,  7,  8,9,  10,  11 

SMITH,  WARREN  (Minute  Man)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  S,  6,  7,  8,9,  10,  11 

SPIERS,  JEAN  . Act  II,  Scene  10,  15,  16 

Prologue,  Scene  5 
Introducing  Act  V 


SPIERS,  NANCY  (  1836) 

STANTON,  EDITH  (Attendant  Spirit)  (Comus) 
STANTON,  LEONARD 
STANTON,  RICHARD 


STATON,  MRS.  FLORENCE 

STATON,  ROBERT 

STEARNS,  CHARLES  ("Daniel  Morse) 


Act  I,  Scene  3,  4,  5 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  II,  Scene  1 2 
Act  IV,  Scene  2 
Act  II,  Scene  12 
Act  IV,  Scene  2 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Prologue,  Scene  3,  4 
Act  I,  Scene  8,9,  11,  12 

STEARNS,  CHARLES  (John  Dwight) 

Act  II,  Scene  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  1  1,  14,  17,  18,  19,  21,  23,  25,  28 

Act  V,  Scene  1 

STEARNS,  MRS.  EDITH  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

STEARNS,  HELEN  (Mehitable  Morse).  Act  II,  Scene  1,  5,  10,  14,  15,  16,  lb 

STEARNS,  HELEN  (Susanah  Starr) . Act  III,  Scene  2,  6,  8,  9 

STEARNS,  PHYLIS  (Miss  Morse)  Act  II,  Scene  14,  18 

STREETER,  MRS.  F.  E .  .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

SWETT,  ELIZABETH  (:;'Mary  Fairbanks)  Act  II  Scene  13 

TAYLOR,  BETTY  Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  15,  16 

THAYER,  MRS.  ARTHUR  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

THAYER,  ARTHUR  (William  Barstowe) .  Act  If,  Scene  6 

Act  II,  Scene  28 

THAYER,  ARTHUR  (Minute  Man)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,4,  5,  6,  7,  8,9,  10,  11 

Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2,  4 

THORLEY,  BABARA  .  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

TRIPP  WUAM . Act  II,  Scene  17 

TULLOCK,  JOHN,  Jr.  (Ephriam  Cleveland) .  Act  IV  Scene  1 

TULLOCK,  MRS.  JOHN,  Jr.  (Ruth  Cleveland) .  Act  IV  Scene  1 

TUTTLE,  JULIUS  H.  (First  Citizen)  .  Prologue,  Scene  3,  5 

TYLER,  WEBSTER  Act  II,  Scene  1 1 


VOGEL,  ANNA 


Act  VII,  Scene  1 


!)’  .  Act  VII>  Scene  1 

\  OLK,  MRS.  ROSE  Act  VII  Scene  l 

WARD,  HELEN  Act  II,  Scene  1,10,  14,  15,  16,  18 


WARE,  ROBERT  (Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames) 
WARE,  MRS.  ROBERT 
WARREN,  MARGARET 


WEBB,  RUSSELL  ,Xcr 

WEBBER,  SHIRLEY . 

WEBSTER,  MRS.  JENNIE  K. 


Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  IV,  Scene  2,  4 


II,  Scene  12 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 
Act  II,  Scene  28 
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W'ETHERELL,  MRS.  BERTHA  ....  Act  VII,  Scene  1 

W'ETHERELL,  HARVARD  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

WETHERELL,  JOSEPH  B.  Act  I,  Scene  10 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  15,  16,  18,  19,  21,  23,  2  5 

Act  VII,  Scene  1 

WHEELER,  WARREN  (Fisher  Ames)  Act  V,  Scene  1,  2 

WHITE,  DORIS  .  Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 

WHITING,  BOYD  S .  Prologue,  Scene  4 

WHITNEY,  MRS.  RICHARD  (Gold  Star  Mother)  Act  VII,  Scene  1,  2 

WILL,  IRENE  (1736) .  Prologue,  Scene  5 

Introducing  Act  III 

WILLARD,  GEORGE  C.  (Lexington  Rider)  Act  I,  Scene  10 


Act  II,  Scene  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  21,  23,  25 

Act  IV,  Scene  8 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 

WILLARD,  LESTER  (Joseph  Guild)  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 
WILLARD,  RUSSELL  Act  I,  Scene  10 

Act  II,  Scene  2,  3 
Act  IV,  Scene  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11 

WOOD,  MARY  (* Joanna  Gaye) .  Act  I,  Scene  9 

Act  II,  Scene  1,  10,  12,  14,  15,  16,  18 

(Miss  Fairbanks)  .  Act  I,  Scene  13 

(::Abiah  Starr) . Act  II,  Scene  2,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 

WORTHINGTON,  ALICE .  Act  IV,  Scene  1 

Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 
Act  VII,  Scene  1 

WORTHINGTON,  ALVAN  F.  (*Erastus  Worthington)  Act  V,  Scene  3,  4 
W  ORTHINGTON,  DR.  A.  M.  (:'Erastus  Worthington)  Prologue,  Scene  3,  4 


Act  IV,  Scene  1 
Act  VI,  Scene  1,  2,  4 
Act  VI,  Scene  5 

WORTHINGTON,  MRS..  A.  M.  Act  II,  Scene  5,  10,  15,  16 

WORTHINGTON,  MRS.  COURTENAY  .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

WORTHINGTON,  COURTENAY  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

WTIAGG,  MRS.  CLARA  V .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

WEIGHT,  ELEANOR  Act  I,  Scene  3,  5 

WYMAN,  MARY  .  Act  I,  Scene  3,  5 

YOUNG,  FRANK  (Samuel  Haven)  Act  V,  Scene  1,  2,  7,  8 

TOUNG,  LUCIA  .  Act  V,  Scene  5,  6 

Act  VI,  Scene  2,  4 
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'The  Story  of  the  Film 

When  the  Dedham  Tercentenary  Committee  voted  to  present  the  historical 
live  of  the  town  through  the  medium  of  a  motion  picture.  The  challenge  could  not  be 
ignored.  If  the  film  were  successful  it  might  be  of  great  cultural  value  to  future 
citizens  of  Dedham.  What,  indeed,  could  stimulate  the  imagination  more  than  to 
think  of  asking  the  entire  town  to  cooperate  in  a  happy  re-living  of  its  own  colorful 
history.  Surely  one  could  be  pardoned  for  hoping  that  the  whole  venture  might  culti¬ 
vate  a  keener  appreciation  of  the  home  town,  and  incidentally  promote  good  feeling, 
and  a  closer  unity  of  spirit  among  all.  This  star  of  hope  must  be  ever  in  the  director’s 
eye,  no  matter  how  minute  or  vexatious  the  detail  which  demanded  his  attention  on  a 
hot  day. 

The  scenario  came  first.  Fortunately,  Dedham  counts  many  historians  among  her 
citizens,  and  the  Historical  Society  was  a  gold  mine.  The  president,  Mr.  Julius  H. 
Tuttle,  for  fifty  years  the  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  gave  of  his 
time  and  exceptional  talent  without  reserve.  He  provided  books  for  the  director,  spent 
many  hours  in  research,  and  read  the  manuscript  of  the  scenario.  Mr.  Charles  Stearns, 
curator  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  Mr.  Frank  L.  Smith,  author  of  the  History  of 
Dedham,  were  equally  quick  to  answer  every  call,  and  calls  were  often  exacting. 

Our  keenest  disappointment  is  that  we  cannot  finish  the  picture  as  originally 
planned.  The  introduction  to  the  Scenario,  dated  March  3  0,  193  6,  says: 

'  The  plan  is  to  write  our  full  history  in  scenario  form,  and  select  from  it  the 
most  important  scenes  for  the  film.  It  is  possible  that  three  subdivisions:  Industry, 
Churches,  and  Culture, — including  the  fine  arts;  music,  painting,  and  literature,  may 
be  filmed  separately.”  That  was  our  hope  in  March.  Now  on  August  31,  we  know 
that  the  three  sub-divisions,  Industry,  Churches,  and  the  Arts  must  be  left  for  others  to 
do.  We  had  completed  the  scenario  for  the  Churches,  and  had  gained  the  co-operation 
of  several  ministers  for  the  filming  of  their  various  histories.  We  had  secured  material 
from  various  other  organizations  in  Dedham,  and  had  begun  the  story  of  local  indus¬ 
tries.  Y  e  had  an  especially  bright  hope  for  Dedham  Pottery,  and  another  for  the  Ded¬ 
ham  Weavers.  We  planned  a  dramatic  scene  for  the  Emergency  Nursing  Association, 
and  expected  to  include  a  few  bright  sketches  of  the  Community  House,  and  a  story 
on  Stone  Park.  W  e  were  planning  a  view  of  the  Fire  Department  in  action,  and  the 
Police  on  parade.  And  then  there  was  that  other  Chapter  of  Dedham  History  which 
might  well  have  been  the  central  theme  of  the  entire  scenario, — Education.  What  other 
town  in  the  entire  country  could  present  so  complete  a  picture  from  the  first  vote  in 
the  town  meeting  of  1644  to  the  present  day! 

As  it  is  we  are  giving  the  Tercentenary  celebration  a  three-hour  performance,  and 
to  the  Town  of  Dedham  a  library  of  pictures  which  we  hope  will  be  useful  and  inter¬ 
esting,  but  the  pictures  left  untaken  will  stir  the  imagination  in  days  to  come. 

Costuming  was  the  next  major  problem.  The  Director  called  upon  various  organi¬ 
zations  to  assume  responsibility  for  this  detail,  but  there  seemed  to  be  no  one  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  undertake  it.  He  therefore  went  to  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New 
England  Antiquities,  where  the  late  George  Francis  Dow  gave  him  much  wholesome 
advice  and  encouragement  in  such  terms  as  these.  "If  you  try  to  make  your  picture 
historically  accurate,  you  will  be  sweating  blood  until  it  is  finished. ”  And  then  what! 

In  a  venture  of  this  magnitude  the  whole  town  must  be  brought  into  immediate 
action.  Churches,  fraternal  bodies,  women’s  clubs,  military,  social,  industrial  groups, 
all  with  known  leaders  and  listed  memberships  ready  at  hand  for  such  an  emergency 
as  this.  Accordingly  a  general  letter  was  sent  out  by  our  ever  faithful  secretary,* Miss 
Rosanna  F.  Lynch,  to  all  organizations  in  Dedham,  requesting  them  to  name  delegates 
who  would  officially  represent  them  in  producing  our  motion  picture.  The  delegates 
were  invited  to  meet  at  the  Historical  Society  rooms  on  the  evening  of  January  3  0th, 
1936  and  were  instructed  to  do  at  least  two  things. 
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1.  To  prepare  at  once  a  history  of  their  various  organizations.  This  would 
bring  to  light  many  anecdotes  of  pictorial  value,  and  would  complete  the 
history  of  cultural  life  in  our  town. 

2.  They  were  also  requested  to  help  us  secure  volunteers  for 

(a)  the  sewing  committee,  and 

(b)  the  casting  committee. 

Through  these  delegates  we  were  able  later  on  short  notice  to  invite  volunteers  to 
meet  at  the  Historical  Society  rooms,  where  on  February  21st,  1936,  Miss  Rose  Briggs 
taught  them  the  secrets  of  Puritan  costuming.  Later  on,  three  evenings,  Wednesday, 
March  18th,  Friday,  March  20th,  and  again  on  Monday,  March  23rd,  193  6,  and  stormy 
nights  they  were  outside,  volunteer  actors  were  enrolled,  and  our  project  gained  momen¬ 
tum.  Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Drew  was  the  guiding  spirit  in  these  sewing  meetings,  and 
from  her  capable  hands  the  first  designs  grew  into  finished  garments.  An  unfortunate 
illness  overtook  her  early  in  the  season — but  she  had  the  sewing  circle  so  well  trained 
that  the  work  continued  in  her  absence  without  serious  delay.  Miss  Louise  R.  Gag- 
liard  was  at  once  put  in  charge  of  the  sewing,  and  because  of  her  faithful  service  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Film  Committee. 

Our  sewing  circle  labored  almost  exclusively  with  the  first  period  covering  the 
Puritan  Epoch,  represented  in  Acts  One  and  Two  only  of  the  scenario.  The  heavier 
military  costumes  of  the  Revolutionary  Period,  the  quaint  styles  of  early  Nineteenth 
Century,  and  again  the  military  coats  of  the  Civil  War  were  rented.  We  pause  to 
thank  Wolff  Fording,  Marie  Krebs,  and  the  Hayden  Co.,  for  their  unfailing  courtesy. 
When  it  came  to  the  Lafayette  scene  (1824),  the  visit  of  Lincoln  (1848),  the  Civil 
War  Period  and  the  "Gay  Nineties,”  citizens  were  invited  to  provide  their  own  cos¬ 
tumes — which  they  did — largely  from  their  own  attics.  This  generous  co-operation 
added  brilliance  to  the  scenes,  and  at  great  saving  to  the  town. 

Next  came  the  problem  of  photography.  It  was  decided  to  use  color  film  at  least 
for  the  "master  picture”  and  to  make  a  second  film,  possibly  in  black  and  white,  for 
preservation.  The  black  and  whice  film  was  quickly  abandoned,  for  it  was  evident 
that  the  master  film  in  color  was  the  one  to  be  kept  in  perpetuity,  after  its  showing  as 
part  of  the  celebration.  Any  other  film  for  current  use  in  our  schools  or  elsewhere  as 
the  town  might  direct  should  be  in  color,  also. 

When  it  came  to  cameras  and  operators,  there  was  yet  another  problem  to  face. 
The  appropriation  granted  by  the  Town  could  not  possibly  cover  the  cost  of  cameras 
and  projectors,  not  to  mention  photographers  and  other  experts.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  town  expected  our  work  to  be  strictly  on  the  amateur  basis — and  volunteer! 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  all  amateur  photographers  in  Dedham  to  meet  in 
the  Historical  Society  Rooms  and  bring  motion  pictures  of  their  own  taking.  Only 
two  came.  It  was  evident  that  the  director  would  have  to  rely  upon  his  own  equipment. 
Dr.  Joseph  T.  Finn  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Camera  Squad,  and  a  set  of  regulations 
was  drawn  to  provide  for  any  emergency.  This  being  a  town  project,  there  was  every 
reason  to  invite  all  citizens  who  so  desired  to  take  pictures  for  their  own  private  use. 
The  opportunity  was  unusual  to  say  the  least,  with  the  town  providing  the  actors,  cos¬ 
tumes,  stage  and  all  arrangements.  Our  rules  were  to  the  effect  that  any  member  of 
the  Tercentenary  Camera  Club  might  take  pictures  at  any  time. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Finn  were  the  true  sportsmen  of  the  camera  squad.  Mrs. 
Finn  qualified  as  an  expert  in  the  use  of  her  cameras — both  for  still  and  motion  pictures. 
Her  keen  sense  of  proportion,  wide  experience,  careful  handling  have  enabled  her  to 
build  up  a  private  library  of  Tercentenary  pictures  which  will  be  greatly  treasured.  Dr. 
Finn  was  with  us  often  both  as  actor  and  camera  man.  The  town  cannot  fail  to  ap¬ 
preciate  their  interest  and  helpfulness.  Mrs.  Finn  was  active  also  on  the  sewing  com¬ 
mittee  and  was  made  a  member  of  the  Tercentenary  Film  Committee. 

The  first  scene  was  filmed  on  Saturday,  February  8,  193  6,  in  the  Church  Woodlot, 
back  of  the  Old  Pound  on  High  Street  near  the  Westwood  line.  There  was  deep  snow, 
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a  brilliant  sun,  and  a  good  breeze.  The  camera  had  just  returned  from  a  factory  over¬ 
haul,^  and  ,ts  od  grew  stiff.  The  delayed  motion  of  the  camera  causes  the  p^ture  on 

settles  o'n  a°  T*  'd^  corre5Pondingly  greater  speed.  We  were  picturing  the  first 
et tiers  on  a  winter  s  day  cutting  timber.  Their  actions  in  the  sharp  air  were  brisk  to 

altogether  foreign  to XTimes"  m°rC  *****'  3  hum°r°US  t0Uch’  "0C 

T>  p°°n  3  m^°r.  difficulty  arose.  How  could  we  take  interior  scenes  with  color  film 
he  Eastman  Kodak  Co  through  their  New  England  agent,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dockray  of 

!mhthamfhedKod  hS  tQ  d  3u  °Ut-°f-door  stag<A  and  take  all  our  interiors  by  sun- 
g  ‘  Kodachrome  film  then  in  use  required  a  filter  for  artificial  light  and  when 

c  came  to  estimate  the  amount  of  current  necessary  to  illuminate  even  a  small  stage 
the  results  were  staggering.  The  out-side  stage  was  the  only  answer  ’ 

A  platform  24  ft.  square  was  quickly  built  by  Mr.  George  C.  Willard  and  the 
stagecrafters  were  soon  at  work.  The  first  scene  was  to  be  the  inferior  of  John  Dwight’! 

and  f'n  TaTOWn*  Mea*uremencs  were  made  of  the  old  Fairbanks  House  in  Dedham 
and  of  other  houses  near  that  date,  and  the  simple  lines  of  our  first  scenes  established’ 
The  fireplace  would  have  a  nine  foot  mantle.  It  should  be  over  four  feet  h  gh  and 
almost  that  deep;  and  fireproof.  Mr.  Hugo  E.  Peterson  built  an  iron  frame  and  covered 

r^st^pir1  t0  ~  bnCL  THiS  "ith  3  of  water  color  pl^de 

of  wcrc U5ing.‘"8C [uncl5 

l._  j  ,  j  /  ana  must  Pamt  them  to  represent  pine  boards  All 

-«'•  h.u«i 

Th  dUu'CS-  The  S‘?8\was  “P  “h™  JmbTK  !he  fim  see™’ 

the  sails  of”’  ya’chT  Tn“"he  'nfiddl^YT'’  ''Sht  T'"*'  s"'a>'ed  ariJ  bellied  like 

Just  as  we  were  gaining  full  command  of  our  sunlight  stage  Mr  fWkm,, 

u,  a  note  announcing  a  new  film  which  svould  soon  be  on  th  mirk  '  k„ 

Type  A,  especially  adapted  for  artificial  light  He  did  °  j  .  Rodachrome 

had  been  tried.  We  went  rn  M  r  8  d  d  "ot„reCOmmend  its  use  until  it 

Edison  Co  ind  |j  l-  '  3r  es  ^  ine’  our  Dedham  Representative  of  the 

toison  Co.,  and  told  him  our  story.  He  answered  rhir  rF„  rv  .  ,  , 

special  installation  in  any  house  we  might  name  F  H  Company  would  provide 

ZTTi:ify‘6f  Pvt 

the  window.  The  interior  was  illunfi^eedh  °U'  '  T  ‘"’Si1'  ^  Pomted  'l’r0“Sh 
and  one  giant  of  the  species  drawine  innn  ’  twenty  ve  ordinary  photo  flood  lights 
light  which  tortured  their  eve  nd  a  l  ?Ur  chlr->,ct=rs  "»-d  in  a  blaze  of 

our  firs,  real  test  of  the  new  film  and  V  broW‘  *'ith  P»>Pita.ion,  This  was 

nr:™'  £F  ^ 

made  steady  use  of  the  huge  black  thr  Jw'i"«  cabT^ich’ 
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us.  Mr.  Howard  C.  Spiers  was  engaged  as  electrician,  and  we  had  to  .keep  him  on  call 
to  replace  blown  fuses — and  pull  us  out  of  occasional  difficulties. 

Our  electrical  outfit  greatly  extended  the  range  of  reflectors,  the  vermicelli  of 
connecting  wires  were  carted  successively  from  Medfield  to  the  Parish  House,  to  the 
Cobb  House  at  18  Norfolk  Street  where  the  scene  of  the  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings 
was  taken,  to  the  Grand  Ball  Room  of  the  Austin  House  for  the  Gay  Nineties  Party, 
to  the  Old  Fairbanks  House  for  the  wedding  of  1644 — (which  may  have  been  in  that 
very  room),  to  the  First  Church  for  the  Civil  War  scene,  to  Memorial  Hall  and  back 
to  the  Parish  House  for  many  more  interiors. 

When  the  last  interior  had  been  finished,  the  hand-painted  pine  was  taken  again 
to  the  scene  of  its  first  use,  but  this  time  for  an  exterior  view.  The  platform  of  the 
original  sunlight  stage  was  taken  down  and  its  nail-studded  planks  built  into  a  high 
framework  to  support  "the  First  Free  Public  School  in  America.”  The  panels  which 
had  served  for  so  many  interiors  now  became  the  outer  walls  of  the  quaint  little  house 
which  has  puzzled  so  many  craftsmen  during  these  later  years. 

As  the  world  comes  to  recognize  more  fully  the  importance  of  that  vote  which 
stands  on  our  town  records  under  date  of  1644,  it  takes  keener  interest  in  that  other 
record  under  the  date  of  11  mo.  15 — ’48,  whereby  the  first  schoolhouse  was  authorized. 
Just  how  shall  we  reconstruct  that  house  for  our  pictures.  Many  years  ago  an  artist 
drew  a  picture  which  has  been  modified  from  time  to  time;  but  any  craftsman  or  artist 
might  be  forgiven  if  he  fail  to  give  an  accurate  drawing  of  that  which  is  described  in 
the  quaintly  ambiguous  wording  of  the  original  vote. 

"A  school  house  to  be  built  as  folioweth:  together  with  a  watch  house  the 
length  of  18  foote  being  14  foote  beside  the  chimney,  the  widenes  15  foote;  the 
studd  9  foote  betwixt  Joynts.  one  floor  of  Joyce;  2  convenient  windows  in  the 
lower  roome  and  one  in  the  chamber,  the  plancher  layed.  the  floor  planked, 
the  stayers  made,  the  sides  boarded,  featheredged  and  rabbited,  the  doors 
made  and  hanged. 

"the  watch  house  to  be  a  leanto  set  at  the  back  of  the  chimney  sixe  foot 
wide,  the  length  thereof  2  foote  &  one  half  mor  then  the  house  is  wide,  so 
placed  that  the  end  therof  may  extend  past  the  corner  of  the  house  so  that 
the  watch  may  have  an  aspect  4  severall  wayes,  &  open  windowes  therein  suit¬ 
able  to  a  watch  house  &  covered  with  board,  up  to  those  windowes  &  upon 
the  roofe,  &  a  mandle  tree  hewn  and  fitted  for  the  chimney.”  (Vol.  3,  Page 
157  of  the  printed  records.) 

Having  puzzled  for  at  least  six  months  over  these  problem's"  of  design  we  built 

the  little  house  as  nearly  as  we  could  to  the  specifications,  and  assembled  the  cast  of 

puritans  for  the  last  scening  of  the  entire  program,  Thursday,  August  20. 

No  one  has  done  more  to  give  us  a  correct  view  of  the  first  schoolhouse  than  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Mills,  who  has  done  three  notable  paintings  representing  both  the  first 
meeting-house  and  the  school.  Mr.  Mills  combines  historical  veracity  and  artistic  sense, 
with  the  result  that  in  years  to  come  artists  and  historians  alike  will  be  indebted  to  him. 

Two  other  artists  of  ability  lent  their  talents  to  the  stage  scenery.  Manley  Butler 
not  only  helped  paint  the  backgrounds  but  favored  us  with  an  oil  painting  to  represent 
the  British  Coat  of  Arms  as  it  appears  on  the  front  of  Sir  Harry  Vane’s  desk.  The 
design  was  provided  by  Dr.  Harold  Bowditch,  who  lent  us  a  rare  and  valuable  book  on 
heraldry  from  his  own  library. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Baker  Bates  returned  from  New  York  just  as  we  were  working  out 
the  large  design  for  the  titleboard.  It  was  to  be  in  patriotic!  colors  resembling  the 

United  States  shield,  and  in  the  final  scene  to  have  seven  little  girls  dressed  in  red  to 

represent  the  red  stripes  of  the  flag.  Mrs.  Bates  spent  long  hours  in  research  and  study 
of  design  forms.  The  beautiful  execution  of  the  Town  Seal  which  opens  our  picture 
is  her  work. 

The  seven  candle  bearers  were  recruited  by  Mrs.  Theodore  T.  Braaten,  wlio 
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particular  to  select  one  from  each  school  in  Dedham.  Mrs.  Braaton  also  designed  their 
costumes,  giving  a  touch  of  Elizabethan  dignity  and  elegance. 

Before  we  had  traveled  far  the  need  for  systematic  records  became  imperative. 
Each  scene  presented  new  characters,  and  it  was  a  full-time  job  to  secure  the  necessary 
data  in  regard  to  each  one.  Then  too,  it  became  increasingly  important  to  assemble 
particular  casts,  and  make  sure  that  on  one  was  overlooked.  Two  efficient  helpers  came 
into  the  scene  at  about  the  same  time  and  brought  sunshine  every  time  they  opened  the 
door:  Marion  Hebblethwaite  and  Mary  Kennedy.  Miss  Kennedy  was  given  the  office 
work,  which  covered  the  exacting  task  of  listing  all  characters  and  properties  in  each 
scene  throughout  the  entire  picture.  She  also  kept  a  running  account  of  all  proceedings, 
made  a  scrap  book  of  news  items  about  the  work,  looked  after  correspondence  and  made 
out  the  list  of  names  for  the  certificates  given  by  the  Committee  to  each  person  who 
had  contributed  in  any  way  to  the  production  of  the  film.  The  cheerfulness  with  which 
she  carried  out  even  the  most  exacting  orders  was  equalled  only  by  her  accuracy  and 
thoroughness. 

Miss  Hebblethwaite  and  Miss  Kennedy  actually  built  the  cast  for  the  last  half  of 
the  film. 

Among  the  volunteers  Mr.  E.  Theodore  Hedlund  came  first  upon  the  scene,  and  has 
remained  to  the  last.  He  has  devoted  more  hours  to  the  work  than  any  town  ought  to 
accept  without  compensation.  He  proved  most  valuable  in  making  contacts  with  out¬ 
side  interest,  building  stage  scenery,  gathering  properties,  making  up  Indians,  and  run¬ 
ning  a  camera.  When  the  last  picture  was  taken  he  turned  at  once  to  the  task  of  publi¬ 
city  and  ticket  distribution  for  the  final  performance. 

Dramatic  action  was  by  no  means  the  easiest  of  problems.  There  was  no  time  for 
long  rehearsals,  and  no  means  of  recruiting  a  cast  of  experienced  actors.  No  money  to 
hire  a  coach,  and,  as  many  observed  at  the  time,  nothing  in  hand  to  begin  upon.  All  of 
which  turned  out  to  be  rather  to  our  advantage,  for  it  meant  that  we  should  invite 
citizens  of  Dedham  from  all  sources  to  take  part.  We  accepted  all  who  volunteered, 
and  then  sent  messengers  to  invite  additional  actors. 

When  it  came  to  coaching,  there  were  certain  fundamentals  which  had  to  be  kept 
in  mind;  chiefly  that  we  were  re-living  the  history  of  the  town,  and  must  therefore 
keep  the  action  natural  and  spontaneous.  Our  clue  was  to  tell  the  actors  the  story 
which  they  were  to  represent,  ask  them  to  go  through  it  once — or  possibly  twice — 
using  their  own  words,  or  any  that  came  to  their  mind,  but  making  all  action  direct  and 
natural.  The  director  must  preserve  the  same  feeling  of  spontaneity,  and  never  allow 
his  doubts  and  disappointments  to  poison  the  scene.  The  characters  entered  so  heartily 
into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  that  we  have  in  the  finished  film  a  remarkably  fresh, 
vital  and  happy  record — as  if  the  citizens  of  Dedham  had  spent  3  00  years  in  the  valleys 
of  joy  and  contentment.  Our  difficulties  came  on  those  rare  occasions  when  the  action 
should  express  grief  or  pain,  as  in  the  scene  where  the  messenger  brings  news  of  an 
Indian  massacre  or  where  Ralph  Wheelock  the  schoolmaster  is  flogging  a  boy.  The  boy 
would  not  cry. 

The  first  call  for  actors  carried  the  announcement  that  only  two  points  of  prefer¬ 
ence  would  be  observed; 

(a)  lineal  descendants  of  the  characters  to  be  represented  and 

(b)  those  who  occupy  official  positions  in  Dedham  today. 

The  response  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Keen  interest  was  taken  in  the  search  for 
lineal  descendants,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  jealousy  aroused  among  the  large 
number  who  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  have  marched  across  our  stage. 

The  spirit  of  the  cast  has  been  remarkable  throughout.  Many  citizens  have  sacri¬ 
ficed  personal  and  family  interests  to  answer  the  call  of  the  director.  Some  came  long 
distances,  others  cancelled  important  engagements,  or  gave  up  much  needed  vacations. 
It  seemed  a  crime,  often,  to  ask  these  people  for  so  much,  yet  without  their  immediate 
and  above  all,  cheerful  response  there  could  have  been  no  picture. 

When  it  came  to  properties  the  words  of  George  Francis  Dow  came  frequently  to 
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mind.  Much  blood  was  shed.  How  could  we  assemble  oxen,  millstones,  canoes,  tools, 
household  furniture — and  endless  variety  of  objects,  yet  each  to  appear  in  its  proper 
setting. 

Friends  came  immediately  to  our  rescue.  The  Dedham  Historical  Society  gave 
us  full  and  constant  access  to  its  library,  and  lent  some  of  its  most  valuable  possessions, 
the  old  Metcalf  Chair,  the  Lynch  spinning  wheel,  powder  horns,  whatever  we  asked,  but 
always  the  property  to  be  accompanied  by  Mr.  Charles  Stearns,  curator. 

Mrs.  Gideon  S.  Holmes  not  only  opened  her  house,  (The  old  Metcalf  House  built  in 
1680)  in  Medfield,  but  lent  us  a  store  of  antiques  which  Hollywood  might  bargain 
heavily  to  secure.  Mr.  Ernest  Daniels  opened  his  tool  shed  and  produced  old  planes, 
augers,  saws  and  hammers  exactly  appropriate  to  the  school  house  scene  of  1649.  He  also 
produced  an  Indian  Peace  Pipe  made  of  stone,  and  with  the  date  163  6  scratched  on  one 
side.  The  pipe  has  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  beyond  the  present 
knowledge  of  man.  It  is  used  in  the  King  Philip  scene. 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Bailey,  Jr.,  lent  his  pine  table  for  various  scenes  and  kindly  offered 
the  use  of  any  other  antiques  in  his  possession.  Priceless  treasures  from  the  Old  Fair¬ 
banks  House,  from  the  Austin  House,  and  many  homes,  were  placed  at  our  disposal. 

The  birch  bark  canoes  which  add  rare  distinction  to  the  early  scenes  were  lent 
by  Mr.  John  F.  Veader  of  the  New  England  Canoe  Racing  Association  on  condition 
only  that  we  have  Mr.  Al  Breed  put  them  in  good  repair,  and  insure  them  for  $100.00 
each.  Mr.  John  Lent  of  the  Dedham  Canoe  Club  gave  them  storage,  and  we  had  their 
use  for  six  weeks.  The  Samoset  Club  lent  a  trailer,  and  thus  our  canoe  problem  was 
solved.  The  canoes  were  built  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  on  exactly  the  pattern 
of  the  early  Indian  specimens. 

The  ox  team  was  equally  difficult.  Mr.  Hedlund  made  contacts  all  over  eastern 
Massachusetts  and  found  ox  teams  scarcer  than  Indian  canoes.  Finally  he  discovered 
the  team  so  often  driven  through  the  streets  of  Boston  for  the  Raymond  Co.  They  are 
owned  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Dorr,  and  were  out  to  pasture  on  his  estate  in  Framingham.  Mr. 
Dorr  readily  granted  the  privilege  of  picturing  the  patient  beasts,  and  on  May  16th  our 
cast  of  characters  in  a  small  fleet  of  cars  found  their  way  to  the  pasture  and  there  acted 
out  the  scene  of  "building  the  first  meeting  house.” 

Perhaps  the  largest  single  loan  of  properties  came  from  the  City  of  Salem.  It 
appears  that  in  193  0  when  the  Bay  Colony  was  celebrating  its  three  hundredth  anniver¬ 
sary,  Salem  decided  to  build  a  pioneer  village  as  part  of  the  general  program.  Mr. 
Christian  Lantz,  chairman  of  the  Salem  Park  Commission,  and  Mr.  George  Francis  Dow, 
were  the  chief  promoters  of  the  enterprise.  They  had  the  rare  good  judgment  (from 
our  point  of  view)  to  send  architects  to  Dedham  to  measure  the  Old  Fairbanks  House, 
and  study  the  records  of  our  early  history.  As  a  result,  the  Pioneer  Village  turned  out 
to  be  a  close  replica  of  the  first  Dedham  Village.  The  "Governor’s  Great  House”  is  of 
the  exact  size  and  pattern  of  the  original  central  portion  of  the  Old  Fairbanks  House. 
The  surrounding  cottages  are  just  such  as  were  doubtless  here  three  hundred  years  ago. 
Mr.  Lantz  readily  granted  our  request  and  put  his  department  to  the  trouble  of  opening 
the  village  for  us  on  April  13,  long  before  the  regular  season.  Our  cast  made  three 
pilgrimages  to  Salem  and  received  every  courtesy  on  each  visit.  The  last  scene  was  to 
represent  the  Massacre  of  Medfield,  and  we  told  Mr.  Lantz  that  we  were  coming  to  burn 
his  village. 

"All  right”  he  replied,  "We  shall  have  the  fire  department  out  to  welcome  you.” 
The  firemen  were  there,  and  were  a  bit  disappointed  to  discover  that  our  torches  and 
fires  were  well  enough  guarded  to  make  their  extinguishers  unnecessary.  In  our  thanks 
to  Salem,  we  should  not  forget  that  their  Pioneer  Village  cost  them  a  great  deal  more 
than  we  are  spending  for  our  entire  celebration.  These  valuable  and  historically  authen¬ 
tic  scenes  were  ours  for  the  cost  of  transporting  our  cast. 

There  was  ever  before  us  the  question,  where  next?  To  Medfield,  for  an  old 
interior,  to  Framingham  for  an  ox  team,  to  Salem  for  a  village — but  more  difficult, 
where  could  we  take  Dedham  scenes  true  to  early  history',  y'et  with  no  modern  build- 
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ings  highways,  bridges,  or  walls.  One  afternoon  was  spent  in  a  canoe  studying  the 
banks  of  the  Charles  from  Spring  Street  to  the  Needham  Avenue  Bridge  There  at 
last  was  a  place  where  the  first  landing  might  he  enacted.  And  it  was  the  only  place 
which  combined  proper  lighting,  favorable  landing  and  suitable  background  The 
largest  cast  of  the  entire  season  gathered  here  on  Saturday  May  16th  and  made  a  genuine 
picnic  of  it.  Some  of  our  most  attractive  scenes  were  taken  that  eventful  day. 

The  locale  for  the  Revolutionary  War  Period  was  even  more  difficult.  After  much 
searching  we  found  a  field  of  daisies  flanked  by  trees,  ideal  except  for  the  fact  that  we 
needed  greater  variety  It  was  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  James  Jackson.  Here  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  while  clouds  drove  the  camera  men  to  distraction,  the  Pillar  of  Liberty  was 
erected,  George  Washington  came  riding  in  on  his  famous  charge,  Joseph  Guild  recruited 
h,S  "J-nute  men  and  the  United  States  Flag  (new  Glory  then)  made  its  first  appearance. 

he  French  Army  Symbolized  by  two  officers  in  uniform  dickering  with  Nathaniel 
Ames  for  firewood,  made  its  camp.  Here  was  one  of  the  painful  historical  impossibili- 
,es.  The  French  Army  struck  camp  in  Dedham  in  December.  Our  picture  shows 

them  on  a  daisy  field.  Some  day  we  may  have  a  re-take  and  insert  a  new  French  Army 
scene  in  our  film.  } 

kV  t,0Zen  0tter  f?ries  which  0USht  t0  be  told,  and  countless  incidents 
°ng  rernerr|bered  by  workers  and  cast— for  example  the  millstone— that 
rolled  into  the  river  the  turkey  that  saved  his  own  life  by  his  superb  acting,  the  brilliant 

Hdl-°r  I83'  N,net'CS’  and  the  amval  °f  Lafa>'ette,  the  Dedication  of  Memorial 
nail  etc.  but  we  are  trespassing  upon  time  and  space. 

The  citizens  of  Dedham  gave  a  sigh  of  relief  when  word  went  around  that  the  last 
scene  had  been  taken  August  20th.  Many  were  kind  enough  to  say  that  "Now  the 
Director  might  have  a  brief  vacation  before  the  Celebration.”  Of  course,  every  movie 
fan  knows  that  taking  the  picture  ,s  only  the  beginning.  Every  foot  of  the  film  has 
to  be  edited.  In  our  project  .t  meant  weeks  of  careful  study  to  select  the  best  passives 
rom  each  scene,  and  then  at  last  to  cull  out  the  best  from  a  bewildering  maze  of  pic¬ 
tures.  \\  e  had  taken  about  five  miles  of  film. 

....  ,Thc  Master  Film  is  nothing  without  the  story.  How  should  it  be  told>  "Sound  on 
Film  was  too  expensive.  Electric  engineers  were  consulted.  The  Boston  Music  Co 
recommended  Mr.  Wayne  Brenckman  of  Winthrop,  to  make  a  record  of  music  and 
story  for  us.  Mr.  John  Austin  proved  to  be  a  valuable  consultant  because  of  his  own 
experiences  m  the  field  of  sound  reproduction.  In  the  end  Mr.  Brenckman  was  engaged 
ro  build  the  sound  transm.sss.on  set  and  make  the  records  which  accompany  the  film 

SlmUSM  1SpPr<Tfe£l,byJMr-1JW,lliam  R  Frank’  °rSanist  of  ^  First  Church  in 
Dedham,  Mr.  Frank  L.  Macdonald,  Violin,  and  Mr.  Attilio  di  Scipio  Cello 

That  the  entire  performance  could  be  produced  with  the  original  appropriation  is  a 
tribute  to  the  citizens  of  Dedham,  many  of  whom  are  not  even  mentioned  in  this  narra¬ 
tive,  who  have  worked  together,  often  at  great  inconvenience  to  themselves.  They  have 
earned  more  thanks  than  they  can  ever  receive,  unless  they  accept  these  few  words  of 
apprecm.on  as  carrying  the  sincere  gratitude  of  their  "Film  Director”  and  the  hearty 
nks  of  all  our  citizens  It  has  been  a  rewarding  tour  of  duty.  May  the  next  three 

cvc"„tw  d“”  SPiHt  °f  Unity  ”hich  *">»»  US  du„„g  these 

Lyman  V.  Rutledge, 


Aug.  30,  1936 


Film  Director. 
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T.  HEDLUND  REV.  L.  V.  RUTLEDGE 

The  Director  and  his  assistant  "shoot”  a  scene  on  the  improvised  out-door  stage. 
Scene — Gov.  Vane  Receives  Petitioners — Act  2 


HOME  INDUSTRIES— ACT  3 

Misses  Rosanna,  Mary  and  Anna  Lynch  with  their  grandmother's  spinning  wheel. 
(Now  in  the  Dedham  Historical  Society! 


Scene  3. 

Dedham  Historical  Society  Headquarters.  Entrance. 

Scene  4. 

The  same.  Interior. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  proceed  to  hneinpec  tl,  jj-  ■  >  , 

Miss  Rosanna  F.  Lynch,  Mrs  FrankH  ChrL-  S  L  adJtIonal 1  members  are; 

Smith,  Mr.  Boyd  Whiting Mr  TyLn  \fatta  w"  C  °  °r  1^'  Mr*  *  * 
Phillips,  Mr.  Frank  Smith  Mr  H  w  a  ii  t  j-  M  Ge°r§e  C  XV,llard>  Mr.  George 
V-  Rutledge,  Mr  John  W.  Connors  ^  EiH  Lyma'n 

Scene  5. 

Church  Green,  children  of  Dedham  searching  out  her  history. 

Mr.  Tuttle.  What  are  you  after* 

First  CF"«Xb1ic  sILt.d'St  SPOt  Mham'  WhjtiSlt?  the  Pillar  of  Liberty?  The 

?i“  "?  °lder  ,'h»"  'h'  »».  when  it  comes  to  that. 

M»  Tutt,  r  If  ^am'l  \  e“"y  is  tl“  «“«'  spoc  in  Dedham? 
the  past  we  mTght  see  "  *  ‘'ght  'hjt  "°uld  shmC  b“k  ‘he  dark  corners  of 

Children.  What  kind  of  light?  Where  can  we  find  one* 

the  „„d,  fo-h  Jftr*  ~  j-t 
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Scene  6. 

The  Canille  of  the  Dawn. 

First  Candle  Bearer — Betty  May  Campbell — now  seen  as  a  silhouette  against  the 
sunrise.  The  light  of  her  candle  reveals  the  first  episode. 

ACT  I. 

From  the  Beginning  to  Sept.  8,  16)6 
A — Dedham,  England 

Historical  Notes — Dedham,  England,  is  a  quiet  village  of  perhaps  1800  inhabitants 
on  the  banks  of  the  Stour  in  Essex.  It  was  a  city  of  weavers,  about  eight  miles  north 
of  Colchester,  — the  early  centre  of  the  weaving  industry  in  England.  In  the  Doomsdav 
Book  the  name  is  given  as  Delham,  meaning  evidently  the  hamlet  of  the  dell,  or  the 
home  in  the  dell;  but  in  other  references,  some  earlier,  the  name  appears  as  Didd  or 
Didd’s  ham,  meaning  the  home  or  hamlet  of  the  Didd  family.  Canon  Gerald  FI. 
Kendall,  who  is  now  engaged  in  writing  a  history  of  the  town,  accepts  the  latter  view. 

At  the  time  of  the  Puritan  exodus  to  America,  Dedham  was  a  flourishing  centre 
of  weaving,  and  the  Rev.  John  Rogers  was  attracting  large  numbers  of  people  from  the 
countryside  to  hear  his  fiery  denunciation  of  tyranny  and  extravagance.  Fie  was 
educated  at  Cambridge  University,  and  served  as  rector  of  the  church  in  Dedham  from 
1605  until  his  death  in  1636.  His  second  son,  Nathaniel,  (1598-165  5  )  was  likewise 
educated  at  Cambridge  and  in  163  6  came  to  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Cambridge  was  the  centre  of  the  Independents,  who  were  not  so  rigid  as  the 
Calvinists  nor  so  exacting  as  the  other  Puritans.  Her  sons  were  zealous  fighters  in  the 
cause  of  freedom  and  righteousness.  Nearly  100  ministers  in  early  American  pulpits 
were  nurtured  there. 

John  Milton  entered  Christ  College,  Cambridge,  in  1625,  and  remained  some  time 
after  receiving  his  degree.  He  became  the  great  literary  exponent  of  the  Independents, 
and  his  earliest  poems  are  charged  with  passion  for  freedom. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Dedham,  (Mass.)  we  find  the  names  of  five  men  who 
were  educated  at  Cambridge:  Timothy  Dalton  and  Thomas  Carter  took  their  degrees 
at  St.  John’s  College  in  1613  and  1629  respectively,  and  Ralph  Wheelock  received 
a  degree  from  Clare  College  in  1626.  John  Allin  took  his  master’s  degree  at  Cain’s 
College,  Cambridge,  in  1619.  Samuel  Morse  was  also  a  graduate.  Carter  and  Wheelock 
were  contemporary  with  Milton.  There  is  also  a  John  Rogers  in  our  American  annals. 
He  was  a  signer  of  the  town  covenant,  and  attended  the  first  town  meeting  on  Dedham 
soil,  although  he  did  not  tarry  long  among  us.  Tradition  has  it  that  he  came 
from  Dedham,  England.  If  so,  he  must  have  been  the  son,  doubtless  the  eldest,  of  the 
Vicar,  and  brother  of  Nathaniel,  who  went  to  Ipswich. 

Dedham  in  Essex  is  no  more  than  5  0  or  60  miles  from  Cambridge,  and  it  is 
therefore  entirely  possible  that  the  Rev.  John  Rogers  should  invite  a  group  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  men,  acquaintances  of  his  sons,  to  his  home  in  Dedham.  Such  a  possibility  we 
assume  for  the  opening  scene.  The  young  men  meet  in  the  Vicarage.  Milton  has 
just  composed  a  poem,  "Coinns, ”  (1634)  which  sets  forth  his  ideals  of  integrity  and 
freedom.  It  is  a  mask  to  be  presented  at  Ludlow  Castle  for  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 
The  battle  of  life,  as  Milton  saw  it,  was  to  save  human  intelligence,  and  the  graces 
of  man’s  highest  nature  from  the  seductions  of  greed  and  passion.  The  ideals  set 
forth  in  this  poem  were  fresh  and  strong  in  the  minds  of  those  who  settled  our  Dedham. 
We  need  no  other  evidence  than  the  clear-sighted  energy  with  which  they  set  about 
the  building  of  their  meetinghouse,  gathering  of  their  church,  and  establishing  of  a 
free  school,  — the  first  of  its  kind  in  history. 

The  party  in  the  Vicarage  is  discovered  in  animated  conversation.  Milton  is  urged 
to  read  his  poems.  As  he  reads  our  vision  is  opened  to  a  wooded  dell,  where  gods  and 
spirits  are  at  play. 
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Scene  1. 


G"»w  «•  *™"'  i*  /»*>  ™  /fc 


Scene  2. 

HS5DS52£Sr*»  «c*sas 

Allin.  That  the  fires  of  the  soul  are  unquenchable, 
new  Jay  ,  0tK'  '  **»  °“r  W°«d  *'»»  Merer  is  the  rising  s»„  of  a 

HSKr^F  ,5 l;  srJl  our  " 

be  stirred  by  music  as  wen^r^gumem.^’  AIlk°n'  LeC  the  he:,rt  of  our  enterprise 

^IlLTON.  It  is  A  litrlp  _ ,  1  iii 

Bridgewater.  He  must  have  "elves'  and  Sea  Tn  his  "wit  ’  We“ha7  *  ,7  -M  * 

avarfce^and5 deceit.  ^  ^  ^  y°U  WiH  fi”d  the  virtues  assailed  by  their^nciem  foe” 


Scene  3. 

The  Enchanted  Forest 
As  Milton  reads  the  scene  changes  to  a  wooded  dell. 


us  against  the  wiles  of^usTht^lfwh™  a^d  cTree  who V<>r’  dl'S"ndS  “ 

Excells  his  mother  in  her  mighty  art, 

Offering  to  every  weary  traveller, 

His  orient  liquor  in  a  crystal  glass.” 

The  magic  potion  changes  the  human  countenance  the  «nr,  i  i  r  , 

m.o  some  brutish  form  of  wolf  or  bear,  or  tiger,  hog,  or  beardeTgoa,  “  **- 

"Therefore,  when  any  favored  of  high  Jove 
Chance  to  pass  through  this  adventurous  glade 
Swift  as  the  sparkle  of  a  glancing  star,  ’ 

1  shoot  from  heaven  to  give  him  safe  convoy 
As  now  1  do.  But  I  hear  the  tread 
Of  hateful  steps;  I  must  be  viewless  now.” 

Coinns  followed  by  his  bewitched  rabble.  (Spirit  disappears ) 

Comus.  "What  hath  night  to  do  ’with  sleep? 

Night  hath  better  sweets  to  prove. 

Hail,  goddess  of  nocturnal  sport, _ 

Come  knit  hands,  and  beat  the  ground 
with  a  light,  fantastic  sound.” 

°f  a  •» ouster.  iolT)xa)ia[Tlbe  Thp roach  0 U  ^"^7  W  °f  cach  ,nto  thc  shape 
the  rabble  saying,-  ‘Pproatb  of  human  footsteps  and  hastily  dismisses 
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"Break  off,  break  off,  I  feel  the  different  pace 
Of  some  chaste  footing  near  about  this  ground. 

Run  to  your  shrouds,  within  these  brakes  and  trees.” 

(Spirit  vanishes ) 

"Now  to  my  charms, 

And  to  my  wily  trains” . 

“Thus  I  hurl 

My  dazzling  spells  into  the  spongy  air. 

I,  under  fair  pretence  of  friendly  ends, 

Shall  appear  some  harmless  villager.” 

( Changes  to  garb  of  villager.) 

"But  here  she  comes.” 


Scene  4. 

The  Wilderness 

The  Lady.  ( — wandering  lost  through  tvoods  and  by  the  lake  at  last  enters  the 

"This  way,  the  noise  was,  if  mine  ear  be  true, 

My  brothers,  when  they  saw  me  wearied  out, 

Stepped,  they  said,  the  next  thicket-side 
To  bring  me  berries — 

But  where  are  they,  why  do  they  not  return? 

A  thousand  fantasies 

Begin  to  throng  into  my  memory. 

O  welcome,  pure-eyed  faith,  white-handed  hope. 

Thou  hovering  angel,  girt  with  golden  wings. 

I  see  ye  visibly,  and  now  believe, 

That  He,  the  Supreme  Good, — 

Will  send  a  glistening  guardian 
To  keep  my  life  and  honor  unassailed.” 

Comus.  (entering  as  a  villager) 

"I’ll  speak  to  her,  and  she  shall  be  my  queen. 

Hail,  foreign  wonder! 

Dwellest  here  with  Pan?” 

Lady.  "Nay,  gentle  shepherd,  — but  I  am  lost,  and  hope  my 
brothers  to  regain. 

Comus.  "Were  they  of  manly  prime,  or  youthful  bloom? 

Lady.  "They  were  comely  youths. 

Comus.  "Two  such  I  saw.  If  those  you  seek,  It  were  a  journey 
like  the  path  to  heaven 
To  help  you  find  them. 

I  know  each  lane,  and  every  alley  green; 

Dingle,  or  bushy  dell  of  this  wild  wood. 

Lady.  "Shepherd,  I  take  thy  word;  lead  on.  (Exit) 

T wo  Brothers  enter. 

First  Brother. 

"Unmuffle,  ye  faint  stars,  and  thou  fair  moon. 

Or  be  it  only  a  rush  candle  of  some  cottage, 

To  guide  us  through  this  black  night. 

Second  Brother. 

"I  fear  lest  some  dread  circumstance  befall  our  sister. 
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First  Brother. 

"I  do  not,  brother. 

My  sister  is  not  so  defenseless  as  you  imagine; 

She  has  a  hidden  strength,  which  you  remember  not. 
Second  Brother. 

"What  hidden  strength.  Unless  the  strength  of  heaven, 
if  you  mean  that? 

First  Brother. 

"1  mean  that,  too,  but  yet  a  hidden  strength 
Which  if  Heaven  gave  it  may  be  termed  her  own. 

So  dear  to  Heaven  is  saintly  Chastity, 

That  when  a  soul  is  found  sincerely  so 
A  thousand  liveried  angels  lackey  her. 


But  when  lust 

Lets  in  defilement  ....  the  soul  grows 
Clotted  by  contageon,  and  embrutes 
Till  she  quite  lose 

The  divine  property  of  her  first  being. 

Second  Brother. 

"How  charming  is  divine  philosophy;  not  harsh;  and 
crabbed  as  dull  fools  suppose. 

First  Brother. 

"List,  list. — Some  roving  robber  calling  to  his  fellows. 
Second  Brother. 

"Heaven  keep  my  sister.” 

Enter  the  Attendant  Spirit 

Spirit.  "What  voice  is  that?  My  young  Lord?  Speak  again. 
Second  Brother.  "O  Brother,  ’Tis  thy  father’s  shepherd. 

Spirit.  "But  where  is  thy  sister? 

First  Brother.  "We  lost  her  as  we  came. 

Spirit.  "Oh  me  unhappy;  then  my  fears  are  true. 

And  I  must  tell  ye, 

Comus  dwells  within  this  wood, 

Here  waits  to  give  his  pleasing  poison  to  those  he  may 
allure,  which  when  they  drink  it,  transforms  the  face  from 
the  glory  of  reason  to  the  likeness  of  a  beast.  But  I  have 
learned  the  way  to  break  his  spell,  if  by  fortune’s  turn  we 
may  land  your  sister  ere  she  takes  the  cup.” 

Scene  5. 

The  Rendezvous  of  Comus. 

Comus.  "Nay  Lady,  sit;  If  1  but  wave  this  wand, 

Your  nerves  are  all  chained  up  in  alabaster,  and 
you  become  a  statue. 

Lady.  "Fool,  do  not  boast;  thou  canst  not  touch  the  freedom 
of  the  mind  with  all  thy  charms. 

Comus.  "Why  are  you  vexed,  Lady? 

Why  do  you  frown? 

There  is  no  danger  here. 

Fair  virgin,  drink  this,  and  be  restored. 

Lady.  "False  traitor;  ’Twill  not  restore  the  truth  and  honesty. 
None  but  good  men  can  give  good  things; 

And  that  which  is  not  good  is  not  delicious 
To  a  well  governed  and  wise  appetite. 
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Comus.  ( aside)  "She  fables  not,  I  do  fear 

Her  words,  set  off  by  some  superior  power. 

1  must  not  suffer  this.  I  must  dissemble. 

(to  Lmly)  "One  sip  of  this 

Will  bathe  the  drooping  spirits  in  delight, 

Beyond  the  bliss  of  dreams.  Be  wise  and  taste.” 
Enter  Brothers  and  Attendant  Spirit. 


(Comus  vanishes) 


The  Lady  and  Rabble  are  restored. 


Scene  6. 


The  Study  once  more. 

Rogers,  Sr.  Milton,  as  you  read,  my  eyes  were  open  to  a  new  vision  on  a 

distant  shore. 

Milton.  America? 

Rogers,  Sr.  New  England. 

Allin.  1  have  thought  of  it  often. 

Morse.  It  is  a  vision  never  to  be  lost.  We  must  plant  this  seed  of  virtue  in 
that  virgin  soil. 

Milton.  You  may  reap  the  harvest  of  a  new  civilization  there. 

Allin.  To  test  the  power  of  the  free  spirit. 

Morse.  The  Winthrop  fleet  is  making  up  her  crew. 

Carter.  We  shall  take  passage. 

Milton.  My  lot  is  cast  in  England.  Our  liberties  must  be  defended  here. 
Rogers,  Sr.  Old  Cambridge  shall  be  the  mother  of  a  New  Enterprise.  Would 
that  I  might  follow  you,  but  age  forbids. 

Morse.  But  I  shall  go,  and  if  Heaven  guides  my  steps  to  the  bank  of  some 
winding  stream  as  fair  as  the  Stour  there  shall  be  a  Dedham  on  it. 

Milton.  May  the  lamp  of  wisdom  guide  you. 

Rogers,  Sr.  A  home  in  the  wilderness. 


B — Contentment  Society 


Historical  Notes — The  true  history  of  Dedham  begins  with  the  early  meetings  in 
Watertown  among  citizens  who  were  not  permitted  to  remain  there  because  the  village 
was  becoming  overcrowded.  They  organized  a  society  which  they  called  Contentment, 
and  began  at  once  to  enter  all  items  of  civil  import  in  their  records.  The  first  entries 
are  of  John  Balden,  born  July  24,  163  5,  and  Mary  Dwight,  born  Aug.  25,  of  the  same 
year.  The  first  child  born  on  Dedham  soil  appears  to  have  been  Ruth,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Annis  Morse,  July  3,  1637. 

The  first  grant  of  land  open  to  these  settlers  was  dated  Sept.  3,  163  5.  The  General 
Court  was  then  held  at  Newtowne,  now  Cambridge.  Ensign  Jenmson,  Mr.  Danforth,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Spencer  were  deputed  to  set  out  the  bounds  of  the  plantation. 

During  the  year  following  the  citizens  of  Contentment  Society  perfected  their 
organization,  drew  up  a  covenant,  visited  the  meadows  along  the  banks  of  the  Charles 
far  beyond  the  areas  granted  to  them,  selected  individual  lots  and  began  to  cut  timber 
for  building.  At  last,  Sept.  5,  163  6,  they  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  General  Court 
for  a  larger  grant  of  land  and  for  the  privilege  of  naming  their  town  Contentment. 
On  Sept.  10,  the  Court  granted  the  petition  but  assigning  the  name  Dedham.  Twenty- 
five  men  signed  the  petition.  The  covenant  must  have  been  open  to  signers  some  time 
for  there  are  more  than  125  names  to  it,  many  of  whom  came  at  a  later  date.  The 
covenant  is  not  dated. 

The  first  settlers  held  eight  town  meetings  in  various  houses  in  Watertown,  dated 
Aug.  18,  (18  present);  Aug.  29,  (18);  Sept.  5,  (19);  Sept,  (do  date  given),  (13); 
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Nov.  25,  (14);  Dec.  31,  (15);  Jan.  28,  (16);  Feb.  1,  (13).  The  first  meeting  on 
Dedham  soil  was  held  March  23,  1636-7  and  there  were  upwards  of  40  men  at  the 
meeting.  The  meeting  of  Sept.  5  was  at  the  home  of  John  Gaye,  at  6  a.  m.,  and  that 
of  Jan.  28  was  with  John  Hayward  at  8  a.  m. 

Three  who  signed  the  Contentment  Covenant  never  came  to  Dedham.  They 
were  Robert  Feke,  John  Huggins  and  John  Coolidge,  (although  the  latter  has  descend¬ 
ants  in  Dedham  today.) 

Edward  Alleyn  was  a  man  of  some  education;  seemingly  the  scribe  of  the  group 
during  the  first  years.  John  Sherman,  (noted  in  Act  II,  Scene  1)  was  born  in  Ded¬ 
ham,  England,  in  1613,  and  came  to  America  in  1636,  but  never  to  Dedham,  Mass. 
John  Coolidge  was  brother  of  Mrs.  John  Sherman,  the  clerk  of  the  town  and  careful  re¬ 
corder  of  events. 


Scene  7. 


On  the  Placid  Charles,  163  5 


Birch  caneo  on  the  Charles.  Springtime.  John  and  Hannah  Dwight  and  their 
four-year-old  son,  Timothy,  put  out  from  shore  in  Watertown. 

John.  The  settlement  of  Watertown  is  already  over-crowded. 

Hannah.  Was  it  for  this  wilderness  that  we  left  our  beloved  home  in  England? 
John.  Aye,  — but  the  wilderness  is  ours,  — to  make  of  it  what  we  will. 
Hannah.  And  can! 

John.  I  mean  that  we  shall  have  a  home  of  our  own,  and  a  church,  and  a  school. 
Hannah.  A  school?  But  the  cost  of  it. 

John.  The  Town  should  build  it  and  pay  the  Master,  too. 

Hannah.  But  where?  Not  in  Watertown,  surely? 

John.  Is  there  not  a  fair  meadow  up  the  Charles? 

Hannah.  Thou  are  a  Dreamer  of  the  Wilderness. 


Scene  8. 


The  Great  and  General  Court,  Cambridge 
September  3,  163  5 


Clerk..  It  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  plantacion  settled,  about  two  myles 
above  the  falls  of  Charles  Ryver,  on  the  north  east  syde  thereof,  to  have  ground  lyeing 
to  it  on  both  sydes  the  river,  both  upland  and  meadowe,  to  be  layde  out  here  after, 
as  the  Court  shall  appoynet. 

Ensigne  Jennison,  Mr.  Danforth  and  Mr.  William  Spencer  are  deputed  to  sett  out 
the  bounds  of  this  plantacion. 

Scene 


9. 


The  Home  of  John  Dwight,  Watertown 
Writing  the  Covenant 
August  18,  1636 
Early  Evening. 


Neighbors  meet  at  the  home  of  John  and  Hannah  Dwight. 

Enter  Richard  and  Mary  Everard,  Edward  Alleyn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Shawe 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  Morse;  Phillemon  Dalton,  Ralph  Shephard  and  John  Coolidge;  Thomas 
Hastings,  Nicholas  Phillips,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kingsbury,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rogers, 
John  and  Joanna  Gaye,  Daniel  and  Lidia  Morse  and  Joseph  and  Hannah  Morse. 

John  Coolidge.  Watertown  is  already  overcrowded.  We  could  use  more  land 
ourselves,  and  there  is  no  room  for  our  children. 

Dalton.  There  is  a  broad  valley  up  the  river,  beyond  the  falls,  for  those  who 
will  settle  it. 
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Gaye.  The  Great  and  General  Court  hath  ordered  a  new  settlement  there,  but 
no  one  hath  taken  it. 

John  Dwight.  Some  of  our  freemen  have  been  there  to  blaze  out  the  trail. 
Shepherd.  Is  it  not  time  to  draw  a  covenant? 

Tabic  is  cleared,  ink  horn,  quill  pen,  paper  and  sand  are  brought. 

Dwight.  Edward  Alleyn  shall  write  for  us.  He  hath  a  fair  hand. 

Alleyn  writes. 

1.  We  whose  names  are  here  unto  subscribed  do  in  the 
fear  and  Reverence  of  our  Almighty  God,  Mutually 
and  severally  promise  amongst  ourselves  and  each 
other  to  professe  and  practice  one  trueth  according 
to  that  most  perfect  rule,  the  foundation  whereof 
is  everlasting  Love. 

2.  That  we  shall  by  all  means  Laboure  to  keepe  from  us 
all  such  as  are  contrarayre  minded. 

4.  That  every  man  that  now,  or  at  any  time  here  after 
shall  have  Lotts  in  our  said  Towne  shall  pay  his  share. 

5.  And  every  man  shall  subscribe  his  name  hereunto  as 
we  have  done. 

All  sign. 

Scene  10. 

Pioneers  explore  the  river. 

Scene  11. 

Home  of  John  Gaye,  W  atertown 
September  5,  1 636,  6  a.  in. 

Enter  citizens  as  in  Scene  10. 

Gaye.  We  have  been  over  the  grounds  but  they  lye  beyond  the  grant  allowed 
by  the  Court. 

Alleyn.  The  Great  and  General  Court  hath  made  a  large  grant  to  the  settlement 
called  Concord  to  the  north,  but  ours  is  small  and  ill-favoured. 

Shows  maps  of  grant  of  16)  5  and  of  area  desired. 

A.  Shawl.  We  must  send  a  petition  to  the  Court. 

Writing  materials  arc  produced  and  Edward  Alleyn  writes  as  before. 

May  it  please  this  Honoured  Court  to  Ratifie  unto  your 
humble  petitioners  your  grante  formerly  made  of  a  Planta- 
cion  above  the  Palls  that  we  may  possesse  all  that  Land 
which  is  left  out  of  all  former  grants  upon  that  side  of 
the  Charles  River.  And  upon  the  other  side  five  miles 
square. 

To  have  and  enjoye  all  those  Lands,  Meadowes,  Woodes, 
and  other  grounds  together  with  all  the  waters  and  other 
benefits  what-so-ever  to  us  with  our  associates  and  assignes 
for  ever.  To  distinguish  our  Towne  by  the  name  of 
Contentment  or  otherwise  what  you  shall  please.  To  be 
freed  from  all  Countrey  Charges  for  foure  years.  And  to 
assign  unto  us  a  Constable  that  may  regard  peace  and 
trueth. 

Subscribed  by  all  that  have  underwritten  in  Coven’t  at 
present. 

Petition  is  signed  by  all  present,  dried  with  sand,  carefully  folded  and  entrusted 
to  the  scribe. 

Gaye.  Goodman  Alleyn  shall  convey  our  Peticion  to  the  Great  and  General  Court 
and  others  may  goe  with  him  as  may  desire. 
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Scene  12. 

The  General  Court 
September  8,  1636 

Sir  Harry  Vane,  Got.,  presiding  with  attendants.  Receives  petitioners :  Edward 
Alleyn  and  others. 

Alleyn.  May  it  please  the  Honoured  Court. 

Court  gives  attention.  Alleyn  concludes. 

To  distinguish  our  Towne  by  the  name  Contentment  or  otherwise  what  you  please. 
Court  receives  Petition  from  Alleyn. 

Vane.  Your  answer  will  be  posted  in  due  course. 


ACT  II 

The  Pioneers  —  1  636-1686 

Historical  Notes.— -The  petition  signed  Sept.  5,  1 63  6,  and  presented  to  the  General 
Court  on  Sept.  8  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  was  granted  two  days  later,  designat¬ 
ing  the  name  Dedham,  granting  three  years  exemption  from  taxation,  and  in  other 
respects  meeting  the  desires  of  the  petitioners.  The  season  is  passing.  Citizens  blaze 
new  trails  and  set  out  the  boundaries  to  the  lots  which  have  been  assigned  to  them 
Several  primitive  houses  must  have  been  built  during  the  autumn  and  winter,  for  the 
hrst  town  meeting  on  Dedham  soil  was  held  March  23,  163  6-7.  The  eight  previous 
“™  n’“'ln*S  held  Watertown.  Rules  governing  the  aetton,  of  citizens 

their  own  Lking.  d*  **  •*■>««  were  orders  of 

All  rivers  and  ponds  should  be  kept  free  for  fishing  and  other  use. 
ltizens  half  an  hour  late  to  town  meeting  were  fined  12  pence.  Those  absent 
without  excuse  must  pay  three  shillings  and  fourpence.  (  1637). 

Fences,  "whether  of  Rayles  or  pales  or  whatsoever  other  manner  of  fencing  may 

be  alowed,  must  be  three  and  one  half  ft.  high,  and  must  be  kept  in  good  repair 

during  the  period  from  Mar.  20  to  Oct.  12  each  year. 

Every  householder  was  required  to  keep  "one  good  strong  and  sufficient  Ladder,” 

which  would  reach  to  the  top  of  h.s  chimney.  Failure  in  this  was  fined  five  shillings. 

Swine  found  running  at  large  without  yokes  were  driven  to  the  pound  and  the 
owner  must  pay  poundage  and  damage. 

All  corn  must  be  taken  in  before  Oct.  12.  Penalty  for  neglect,  five  shillings. 

Cutting  timber  was  carefully  regulated. 

,  LD;CreT,b7..31-’11636’  Nicholas  PhiHip-  was  fined  six  pence  for  every  tree  which 

he  had  felled  without  his  Lott,  without  license,  contrary  to  an  order.”  Ezechiell 
Holliman  was  fined  ten  shillings  for  cutting  one  large  timber  tree  which  he  had  felled 
contrary  to  law.  He  was  "moreover  Fyned  the  sum  of  Fiftene  shillings”  because  he 
had  covered  his  house  with  clapboard,  contrary  to  an  order. 

^llc  law  Provided  that  citizens  must  not  cut  trees  over  six  inches  in  diameter 
in  the  carfe,  except  on  their  own  land.  Violation  was  fined  20  shillings.  It  is 
also  ordered  that  a  citizen  who  cuts  a  tree  less  than  six  inches  in  diameter  within  one 
mile  of  the  place  where  the  meetinghouse  is  to  be  shall  pay  12  pence  for  every  tree 
so  feUed.  Citizens  were  allowed  to  cut  firewood  for  their  own  use  "alwayes  pro¬ 
vided  that  no  Oake  trees  be  felled.” 

Persons  taking  canoes  without  permission  of  owner  were  fined  five  shillings. 

Samuel  Morse  was  chosen  collector  at  the  fourth  meeting  at  Watertown  on  Sept 

14,  1636.  1 
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Wood  reeves  were  later  appointed  to  view  the  fences,  and  report  violations  of 
various  orders.  In  1643  it  was  ordered  that  the  constables  shall  performe  the 
office  of  Collector.” 

Feb.  21,  1636-7  Abraham  Shawe  was  granted  liberty  to  build  a  Cornmilh 
Edward  Alleyn,  Samuel  Morse,  Ezekiell  Holliman,  Thomas  Bartlet,  and  Nicholas 
Phillips  were  designated  to  help  him  find  a  convenient  place. 

Fines  against  N.  Phillips  and  Ezekiel  Holliman  were  remitted  at  that  time  and 
on  January  28. 

March  23.  Shaw  was  granted  60  acres  for  his  mill. 

April  25,  1637.  Daniel  Morse  was  chosen  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

July  18,  1637.  A  group  of  notables  were  admitted,  including  John  Allin, 
Michael  Metcalf,  Anthony  Fisher,  Thomas  Wight,  Eleaser  Lusher,  Robert  Hinsdall, 
John  Luson,  John  Fisher,  Thomas  Fisher,  Timothy  Dalton,  and  John  Morse. 

A  bridge  over  Little  River  was  considered  at  the  meeting  of  Aug.  1  1,  163  7,  and 
on  Nov.  2  8  of  that  year,  John  Kingsbury  and  John  Hayward  were  to  make  a  foot 
bridge  over  the  great  river,  "over  against  Mr.  Carter’s  lott  at  a  Common  Charge.” 
(Where  Cart  Bridge  was  built  in  1644.) 

Jan.  1,  1637-8.  Michael  Metcalf,  John  Luson,  Ant.  Fisher,  and  Jos.  Kings¬ 
bury  were  "Chosen  to  contrive  the  Fabricke  of  a  Meetinghouse  to  be  in  length  36 
Foote  &  20  foote  in  bredth,  &  between  the  upp  and  nether  sell  in  ye  studds  12  foote.” 

Jan.  18,  1637-8.  Thomas  Wight,  John  Dwight,  Nicholas  Phillips  and  John 
Eaton  undertook  to  fell  trees  for  the  building  of  the  meetinghouse. 

Samuel  Morse,  Philemon  Dalton,  Ferd.  Adam  and  Raffe  Shepheard  were  engaged 
to  saw  the  timber. 

John  Morse  was  empowered  to  secure  what  help  he  needed  to  dig  pits  for 
the  sawing. 

On  July  6,  163  8,  Present  site  of  the  Meetinghouse  was  decided  upon. 

Aug.  28,  1638.  Edward  Kempe  was  brought  to  Dedham  as  a  blacksmith.  And 
on  the  same  day  John  Hayward  and  Nicholas  Phillips  were  chosen  to  mowe  and 
gather  thatch  for  the  Meetinghouse. 

November,  163  8.  Abraham  Shawe  sold  some  of  his  Dedham  lands,  and  died 
before  March  25,  1639,  leaving  other  lands  to  his  sons,  John  and  Joseph. 

March  2  5,  163  9.  Vote  to  give  land  formerly  granted  to  Mr.  Shawe  for  a 
corn  mill  to  anyone  who  will  erect  said  mill. 

May  17,  163  9.  First  Board  of  Selectmen  chosen.  Seven  men:  Edw.  Alleyn, 
John  Kingsbury,  John  Luson,  Eleaser  Lusher,  John  Dwite,  Robert  Flinsdall  and 
John  Bacheler. 

Feb.  26,  163  9-40.  John  Kingsbury'  was  appointed  collector. 

Dec.  2,  1640.  John  Kingsbury,  John  Hayward  and  John  Bacheler  were  deputed 
to  search  for  brick  earth  and  provide  a  place  to  burn  brick  upon.  Thomas  Eames 
named  brickmaker. 

Jan.  1,  1644-4  5.  Vote  of  the  town  at  a  general  meeting  to  provide  maintenance 
for  a  Free  School  to  be  supported  by  public  taxation. 

Jan.  1,  1648-49.  The  First  Free  Public  School  house  is  ordered  to  be  built. 

The  first  church  was  gathered  Nov.  8,  1638,  and  Mr.  John  Allin  was  ordained 
as  its  minister  April  24,  163  9.  Mr.  John  Hunting  was  at  the  time  ordained  ruling 
elder. 

March  25,  1639.  It  was  ordered  that  a  ditch  be  dug  from  Charles  River 

through  purchased  meadow  unto  East  Brook  for  a  course  to  the  mill  site,  to  furnish 

water  power.  This  is  the  origin  of  Mother  Brook,  or  Mill  Creek. 

1646.  John  Eliot  of  Roxbury  began  the  Indian  Village,  Nonantum.  (East 

Newton.) 

16  51.  In  response  to  a  petition  by  Eliot,  the  General  Court  granted  to  the 

Indian  plantation  at  Natick  (then  a  part  of  Dedham)  2000  acres  for  a  village. 
Upon  motion  of  Dedham  the  Court  granted  Dedham  in  exchange  for  the  Natick 
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and,  8000  acres  which  they  might  select  for  themselves.  John  Fairbanks  and  Lieut. 
Joshua  Fisher  were  sent  Sept.  21,  1664  to  examine  a  tract  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 

om  Hadley.  On  their  favorable  report  the  land  was  accepted.  The  place  was 
called  Pocomtuck,  now  Deerfield. 

I  ,CT'  Python  of  Springfield  was  employed  to  purchase  the  land  from 

the  Indians.  The  three  deeds  are  now  carefully  preserved  at  Deerfield.  Dedham 
gave  96  pounds  10  shillings  for  the  deeds. 

Dedham.3  ^  3  Siml1  ficld  Piece  called  a  drake  to  the  town  of 

j  I6/0'  ThJ  ^egicides>  Goffe  a"d  Whalley  (escaped  from  Cambridge  in  1661 

sheltered  Wayrh°fkNeW  ZZ™  3  ^  yCars  later)  rcached  Hadley  where  they  wen- 
of '  Dantl,nFish" r^ ^ouse  of  Parson  Russell  and  were  cared  for  by  Lydia  Fisher,  daughter 

m  a  h  n  coon  back  o?Ch  T"  1  T  ”  3  trfditio"  that  thc  ^gicides  were  sheltered 
i-n  them  “P  ,br^  Havt  S  '  °"  LM,der  "reCt  while 

remoteness  reC1“'!S“,d  D'dh'1m  “  “"sid"  'heir  difficulties  and 

!™'  TL  plantation  was  set  off  as  a  separate  town  called  Deerfield. 

Inn  '  ll.,  sachem  ',t  the  Wampanoags  at  Pokanoket  claimed  land  at  Wnl 

”d  Mham 

of  w!r  'nCr:'1  COU"  °rd'rCd  Dedham  P“=  her  soldiers  in  a  posture 

Massa‘c6re’:,t  ILt^tu^ b;'Lrals.h,S  ki"ed  “  *'  B1“d>'  B™h 

were^Tthered  ’at  SfE*"*?  ‘"T  ^  **  “"d"  Gene">  Jo«  Winslo, 

ragansftts Tn  Rhod! P‘a,n  (n°W  3nd  ma~hed  ^  the  Nar 

JutyTc  1 676.  Dedham  Td  ^TThV)'^  Several.  settlers  kiI^d  and  wounded. 
Indians  defeated  and  killed  Pomham  a  Nhtra^ansJn  T'h  ^  ^  P™ymg 

were  killed  and  thirty-five  of  his  followers  captured  Cm’  ^  fifteCn  Indmns 

warfare’ LsrmklldusX-.jamin  ChUrChe’S  °"  A“*«  12*  blowing.  Indian 

ACT  II 

The  Pioneers  —  1636-1686 
Scene  1. 

tlJJZ  *"■>  '«"«*  fr . ■«»-, 

Char  at  t  ers  in  this  scene - — Edward  Ai  t  fym  Touxt  i_r  i 

Timothy  Dwi^u-r  ^  a  t  -I-l^n,  John,  Hannah  and  young 

>n„  Moitsc;  otbcn  aj  Z™''  J°HN  ^  Pl,,SC“'lA  a"d  Elula- 

n.trl.r  TIP  bC  th,!  P'“e-  Cln  “c  P“"  -p  to  a  stone  for  landing? 

Dwight.  There  is  no  stone.  Beach  the  canoe.  8 

Alllyn.  Steady,  boys. 

Timothy.  See  the  turtel.  —look,  look,  it’s  swimming! 

t"“H-  ,BooB  0ut'  porseif.  You  will  upset  the  canoe. 
uwight.  (Leaping  ashore).  Home! 

Alleyn.  Take  this  line,  (throwing  line  to  Dwight ) 

Elkabeth  Morse.  Is  it  all  mud  there?  Can’t  we  find  a  drv  nlace> 

Samuel  Morse.  ’Tis  better  just  beyond.  >  P  ‘ 
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Scene  2. 

The  wilderness  in  November.  Samuel  Morse,  Daniel  Morse,  Ezekiel  Hol¬ 
liman,  John  Kingsbury,  Richard  Everard,  Lambert  Generye,  John  Dwight, 
John  Haward,  Joseph  Morse. 

Pioneers  enter  the  woods. 


Daniel  Morse.  Look, 


-it’s  a  turkey! 
(80] 
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Hannah.  John,  take  this  child  before  he  jumps  into  the  river.  (John  takes, 
first  Timothy  and  then  the  infant  ashore,  then  helps  Hannah  to  land.  Others  have 
made  shore  beyond.) 

Samuel  Morse.  Goodman  Alleyn,  have  you  the  Grant?  We  should  give  it 
a  careful  look  before  digging  too  deeply  here. 

Alleyn  (Producing  grant  as  others  gather  around — reads)  ’1636  The  10th  of 
ye  7th  month  this  Peticion  was  published  in  a  full  General  Court  and  granted  as 
followeth:  vizt. 

1.  That  this  Plantacion  shall  have  3  years  Immunitie  from  publike  charges. 

2.  That  our  Towne  shall  beare  the  name  of  Dedham. 

3.  All  the  rest  of  ye  Peticion  fully  granted  by  a  generall  voate,  freely  and 

cheerfully  without  any  exception  at  all  where  upon  this  short  Order  was  drawen 

up  and  Recorded  by  ye  Secretary,  Mr.  Bradstreete.” 

Hannah.  Why  call  it  Dedham?  Was  not  Contentment  better  for  so  fair 
a  valley? 

Elizabeth  Morse.  O,  1  am  glad  it  is  to  be  Dedham.  That  was  our  home  in 
England. 

Alleyn.  Was  it  then  you,  Samuel  Morse,  who  moved  the  court  to  change  the 
name? 

Morse.  I  may  have  had  a  hand  in  it.  John  Sherman,  our  neighbor  in  Water- 
town  came  from  Dedham,  also.  He  has  favor  at  court.  I  spoke  to  him.  Rogers, 
here,  may  have  put  in  a  word.  His  father  is  vicar  of  St.  Mary’s  in  Old  Dedham. 

Alleyn.  What  say  ye,  John  Rogers? 

Rogers.  Aye,  — It  is  as  Samuel  Morse  has  said,  and  I  am  right  glad,  for  the 
River  Stour  and  the  River  Charles  are  as  like  as  two  furrows  in  the  same  field,  and 
if  there  is  a  Dedham  on  the  banks  of  one  there  should  be  a  Dedham  on  the  other  also. 

Alleyn.  Has  the  name  a  significance  that  ye  hold  to  it  so? 

Morse.  Some  have  it  as  given  in  the  Domesday  Book,  dell  and  ham,  or  the 
hamlet  in  the  dell.  But  there  be  older  records,  our  vicar  says,  that  it  is  a  family 
name,  the  hamlet  of  the  Didd  family, — Didd’s  ham,  Dedham  for  short. 

Piuscii.la  Rogers.  But  that  isn’t  why  we  hold  to  it  so. 

Morse.  Then  why? 

Priscilla.  It’s  because  the  birds  sang  to  us  there  when  we  were  small,  and 
all  the  village  paths  are  aching  for  our  feet. 

Alleyn.  Enough  —  Enough.  There  is  a  deal  to  do  before  sunset. 

Pioneers  establish  camp  near  the  river,  clear  space  for  campfire.  Men  deploy 
into  the  woods,  while  women  prepare  a  noonday  meal.  Characters  same  as  Scene 

Hannah.  There,  Timothy,  go  fetch  some  more  fagots  for  the  fire. 

Elizabeth.  It  was  right  plucky  of  ye  to  bring  the  childer  up  here  for  this 
day’s  work.  1  would  not  have  done  it. 

Hannah.  John  was  that  particular  about  his  lot  that  he  would  come,  and 
we  had  agreed  to  stake  it  out  together  the  first  day.  And  the  childer,  too,  all  of  us 
together  in  the  place  where  our  home  is  to  be. 

Priscilla  Rogers.  Our  New  Home! 

Elizabeth.  Now  let’s  get  these  beans  to  cookin’.  That’s  the  surest  way  to 
make  home  happy. 
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Samull  Morse.  This  might  be  for  a  canoe. 

Daniel.  Is  it  large  enough? 

John  Kingsbury.  It  will  do  for  Master  Timothy  Dwight 
Holliman.  I  mark  it  for  clapboards.  S 

Richard  Everard.  Is  it  on  your  bounds? 

DwiGHTANThHrC  "  thC  lT  Wl?ichuCUtS  °ff  T°hn  Ga>'e’s  lot  from  mine. 
Dnxight.  The  me  runs  through  the  tree.  Which  side  is  it  on> 

Holliman.  John  Gaye  should  be  here  to  look  out  for  his  lot  If  the  tree  fills 
on  my  side  it  is  mine,  and  I  shall  make  clapboards  of  it.  '  f 

Scene  3. 
and 

Scene  4. 

The  Wilderness  in  winter.  Samuel  Morse,  Dan.el  Morse,  Nicholas  Phil 

Chlrl  L  i  Ge.NI:rye’  J°seph  Kingsbury  and  Richard  Everard  ascend  the 

Charles  River  on  the  ice,  enter  the  woods  and  proceed  to  cut  timber  Th 
glassy.  Joseph  Kingsbury  falls,  but  is  unhurt.  °  “ 

Phillips.  This  be  my  lot,  and  here  is  a  lusty  tree  for  my  house. 

Dwight.  But  the  underbrush  will  have  to  be  cut  away  first. 

are  thrn^f  There’s  more  heat  in  chopping  wood  than  in  burning  it.  (Cafes 

Zr!!,l  fly  )  °"e  "m  m  MmmcJ  all  loSs 

Samuel  Morse  has  been  exploring,  and  soon  conies  upon  the  stump  of  a  tree 
to  d  acc„salb„mem'n‘  "  ^  "*  who  aosnrr 

m„reSAr„ELs“?„'cShes  b?  IT  k"°"'  N°  “» 

(fO-H-t  >o  each  turn.)  M  you  cut  ,hf  °"  ^  °W"  ,0t' 

Phillips.  I  cut  the  tree.  I  thought  it  was  on  my  land. 

Samuel  Ye  should  have  looked  more  diligently  for  the  boundaries-  it  is  not 

on  your  land,  and  ye  must  pay  six  pence  to  the  Town 

I  „„/Rirnl  RVCrarfi  CHh  !a&0h  f°r  a  Da'"cl  Morse  strikes  the  flint  while 

Lam/ erf  Gcncryc  shelters  the  spark  with  his  hat.  Soon  the  thin  wraith  I 

C"rSThc0tKh  thC  fr  KOtS  andia  Trm  hUze  Ca"S  thc  }™m  their  labors  ^ 

fliiJllk ^  i'SCOlCrl  a,huc.k  tbc  s”o“S  and  Samuel  Morse  fakes  aim,  but  'the 
flint  lock  misses  fire  and  thc  buck  makes  off. 

as  t/^skvM050  °f  thll  i?  tU'  Ca"'l>  fin’  h  exfi"  ^shed,  and  the  laborers  plod  home 
as  the  shy  glows  m  a  brilliant  sunset.  1 

Scene  3. 

Dedham  village  m  the  early  morning  of  March  23,  16)7. 

iman’s  house  for  the  first  town  meeting  on 


Citizens  gather  at  Ezechiell  Holli 
Dedham  soil. 


Scene  6. 

Interior  of  Ezechiell  Holliman’s  House,  Dedham. 
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r/jr  first  town  meeting  on  Dedham  soil.  Present :  Edward  Alleyn,  Abraham 
Shaw  1,  Samuel  Morse,  Philemon  Dalton,  Joseph  Shawl,  Ezechiell  Holli¬ 
man,  Lambert  Geneyre,  Nicholas  Phillips,  Raei  e  Shepheard,  John  Gave, 
Francis  Austen,  William  Barstowe,  John  Rogers,  Daniel  Morse,  John  Hug- 
gens. 

Alleyn.  Citizens,  will  ye  hear  the  reading  of  that  which  was  agreed  upon  at 
ye  last  assembly?  ( Reads)  Do  ye  confirm  the  same? 

Citizens.  Aye. 

Dwight.  Citizens,  it  is  my  desire  to  present  Jonathan  Fearebanke  to  become 

a  member  of  our  society. 

Alleyn.  What  hath  he  to  commend  him? 

Dwight.  Fie  cometh  from  the  settlement  of  Boston  with  six  children.  He  is  a 

Yorkshireman. 

Shawe.  Hath  he  letters? 

Dwight.  He  hath  a  certificate  from  ye  magistrate  according  to  ye  order  of  ye 
Court. 

Alleyn.  What  say  ye,  citizens? 

Citizens.  Aye,  let  him  be  welcome  among  us. 

Alleyn  Dwight,  ye  may  bring  him  in  that  he  sign  the  covenant.  (Fairbanks  is 
brought  in  and  signs.) 

Shawe.  Citizens,  at  ye  last  meeting  ye  granted  me  free  liberty  to  build  a  corn 
mill,  and  assigned  five  men  to  help  me  find  a  convenient  place  for  it. 

Citizens.  Aye,  it  is  so. 

Shawe.  We  have  explored  ye  rivers  and  have  paced  out  a  lot  of  sixty  acres, 
where  a  mill  could  be  built.  I  do  now  make  you  a  proposition,  that  I  will  build  the 
mill  if  ye  will  grant  me  the  60  acres  of  land  to  build  it  on,  and  help  me  to  get  a  stone 
for  grinding  corn. 

Alleyn.  Ye  have  heard  the  proposition  by  Abraham  Shawe.  What  will  ye  do 
with  it? 

Samuel  Morse.  Abraham  Shawe  has  made  us  a  good  proposition,  and  I  move 
that  we  grant  it  provided  it  be  a  water  mill,  else  not. 

Gave.  There  is  another  matter  too.  What  if  Abraham  Shawe  decided  to  leave 
our  town?  I  move  that  in  case  he  should  desire  to  sell  or  dispose  of  his  null  site,  that 
the  Town  shall  have  ye  first  refusal  of  it. 

Shawe.  That  is  reasonable.  I  grant  it. 

Alleyn.  Citizens  ye  have  heard  the  conditions.  Do  ye  favor  them? 

Dalton.  Aye,  all  of  them. 

Alleyn.  Do  ye  all  agree? 

Citizens.  Aye. 

Scenes  7,  8,  and  9 

Banks  of  the  Charles,  Haynes  Farm,  Watertown  (now  Newton).  Pioneers  float 
millstone  upon  a  raft  and  tow  it  up  river. 

Scene  10. 

Arrival  of  John  Allin. 

Banks  of  the  Charles  at  the  Kcyc  in  Dedham.  July,  1637.  John  and  Margaret 
Allin,  Eleazer  Lusher,  Timothy  Dalton,  Thomas  and  Alice  Wight,  Robert 
and  Ann  Hinsdale  and  John  Luson  land  from  canoes.  They  are  greeted  by  the 
first  settlers  and  proceed  to  the  t  illage. 

Samuel  Morse.  Goodman  Allin,  it  is  a  glorious  sight  ye  make,  with  your  goodly 
company. 

Alltn.  Brothers,  we  have  traveled  far  to  find  ye.  And  this  is  ye  fair  meadow 
that  -ye  were  minded  to  name  Contentment! 
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Morsk.  But  some  of  us  prevailed  upon  ye  court  to  call  it  Dedham 
Rogi  rs.  Docs  it  mind  you  of  old  Dedham  on  the  Stour? 

Da,  TON  Thn  1  l0°k  °nly  at  the  rive.r’~but  1  miss  the  towcr  of  St.  Mary’s. 
Milto“«Id his  JoZ\Zr:  a8°’  “  W“-  that  «  m«  *•  ^erc,  and  John 

Rogers.  Aye,  — the  spirit  was  strong  then. 

Allin  Rogers,  my  son,  it  is  sad  news  1  must  give  ve  Your  rmklf  fnrU  u 

fye7  toward1  h7ayvenh°SPd ah'Cy  h'S  fnC.t0.his  reWard'  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  wTthhis 
1  d  heaven,  and  his  hand  pointing  the  way. 

Rogers.  May  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  guide  us' in  the  wilderness 

Elizabeth  Morse.  Margaret  Allin!  And  ye  have  come  to  live  among  us! 

wife  1  H  GA'k  T  C  f'S  j  b  CSS'nS  to  see  ye’  Elizabeth.  And  here  is  Lydia _ Daniel’s 

w.fe.  How  have  ye  fared  in  this  wild  country?  * 

.rue  foZainTr^r  ^  °""  **  “  ‘°'d  “  '»"*  »S»  hope  i,  the 

Margaret.  He  is  fond  of  saying  things  of  that  sort. 

Priscilla.  There  is  little  else  than  hope  here. 

Elizabeth.  And  Memories. 

new  worhb  Bl"  What  y»»  have-you  mothers  of  a 

Ann  Hinsimll.  Is  this  your  town?  Where  are  the  Indians? 

1  RISCLLA.  They  trouble  us  little.  We  hardly  see  them 

there.  L™'ab.B„“t  ^  WOrd  °‘d  E"*,a"d’  »"d  '™nds 

MaRGARET-  *>"•  so  cl“d>-  doth  out  love  bind  us  to  those  far  away. 

Scene  11. 

B,ultli"X  <>f  the  Meetinghouse.  Spring  and  Summer  of  1638. 

of  Joseph^Kingsbury’s^ hat.'  *“  ^  l"”  ’“tfcd  lhis  *“•  «  *  »d 

nn  rKAlK'nAEiL  Metcalf-  }{  ^  be  the  corner,  John  Luson,  will  ye  measure  off  the 
lof '  m  ,S  t0  tu6  fCet  J°ng  by  20  Wide’  (They  measure  off  dte  area) 

or  Michael  Metcalf  J\\ T  T  ’  T*  T  ^  pitSLmUSt  be  du«  bX  the  week’s  end, 
or  ivncnael  Metcalf  will  be  piling  the  timbers  on  your  heads. 

ft  h20f'“y‘  TbC  """  WW’  sW"«  “  *>  of  stone  for  the  fonmUttoo 

sr  A“,h°"y  fhh'" w  !mcph  ****«>  m 

Metcalf.  Here,  Fisher,  put  a  hand  to  this  timber.  Along  the  north  wall 
bury  and  Luson,  place  the  west  timber.  Lad,  br.ng  me  thVtuger  Well  hasw  X 
up  before  the  next  town  meeting  day. 

w  ,oba Hw  w  “ 

Now^Nicholas  Ph1|hCre  f  thC  laddCr?  LherL  bring  ‘r’  b°y’  <Haward  climbs  to  roof.) 
Indlan  r  L  Ph'Ihps,  if  you  can  get  that  thatching  up  to  me  we’ll  have  a  roof  for  the 
Indians  to  shoot  at  with  their  burning  arrows. 

Phillips.  There  be  no  Indians  here. 

iLAI)'  ,  But/  SaW  °ne  this  morning  early.  He  was  hiding  behind  those  big  trees.  I 
saw  him  skoot  from  one  to  another  down  low. 

Hazard.  Lord  save  us! 
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Phillips.  They  say  as  it  is  best  to  make  friends  with  these  red  skins.  Pay  them 
for  the  land  we  have  taken.  Buying  a  wilderness,  (laughs) 

Lad.  A  string  of  beads  for  a  winding  river. 

Scene  12. 

The  Canal,  16)9. 

Pioneers  are  seen  digging  the  first  canal  in  America.  One  of  them  in  a  fit  of  temper 
rushes  upon  his  neighbor  and  is  deftly  tumbled  into  the  water. 

Scene  13. 

The  Fairbanks  House. 

Jonathan  Fairbanks  reads  from  the  Bible  while  his  family  awaits  the  arrival  of 
Michael  Metcalf  and  the  Rev.  John  Allin.  Michael  and  Mary  are  united  in  marriage 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  day. 

Scenes  14  and  15. 

Dedham  Village. 

Citizens  often  held  meetings  in  the  open,  under  the  trees.  They  gather  on  the 
morning  of  a  summer  day,  and  after  the  long  sermons  of  morning  and  afternoon  linger 
until  the  moon  appears  over  the  trees. 

Scene  16. 

By  the  Campfire. 

It  was  the  custom  often  to  build  a  campfire  on  warm  days  and  the  entire  village 
gather  for  a  common  meal. 

Scene  17. 

Indians. 

While  the  villagers  are  at  the  campfire,  Indians  prowl  around  the  houses,  but  are 
discovered  by  the  watchman  and  driven  off. 

Scene  18. 

At  the  Pillaries. 

The  "village  drunk”  is  brought  to  justice  and  pillaried  until  he  can  regain  his 
senses.  He  is  so  rudely  taunted  by  one  of  the  village  maidens  that  she  in  turn  is  dis¬ 
ciplined  for  her  unwomanly  conduct. 

Scene  19. 

At  the  Saw  Pit.  1649. 

The  men  of  the  settlement  who  have  been  deputed  to  cut  timber  for  the  first 
school  house  are  at  work  from  dawn  till  dusk. 

Scene  20. 

Building  the  School  House,  1649. 

Eleazer  Lusher,  John  Gaye,  Michael  Metcalf,  discovered  on  the  grounds. 

Lusher.  This  be  the  most  likely  place.  The  watchman  in  the  tower  can  see 
all  parts  of  the  village  from  here. 

Metcalf.  And  the  lads  will  not  have  far  to  walk. 
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L  i  you  build  it  so  close  to  the  meetinghouse  vmi  will  V.  ..  .  , 

while  the  town  meetin’  is  going  on.  8  }  have  t0  dismiss  school 

Lushi  n.  You  think  the  arguments  of  the  citizen*  would  disturb  the  boys? 


l.ntcir  John  Dwight  with  measuring  rod. 


Lushlk  Here.  Dwight,  measure  off  18  foot  to  the  east  ia  ( 

south  from  this  stake.  tne  east>  and  14  foot  to  the 

Enter  Jos.  Kingsbury. 

«  mcn  °nro  th!s  — 
deep .  °"T-  ACC°rdi"S  “  P-  the  chinrney  at  one  end,  4  foot 

hishSE^r“k~  six  foM  **•  “d 

£££  zr  -™ptr,2w^”<rr& 

Dwight  ’  SoWhe'fa  PM  L^  W.atCh  tOWer  on  the  sch°o1  bouse? 

Lush  k  T  f  \  *  "°VId  keCp  the  watchman  awake  with  their  noise 

providing  free  schools  fo^all  "htchTldr:„UP  ^  ^  ^  Col°^  W  the  -c'essicy  of 

Wheelock.  Yes,  and  in  Boston  too,  but  look  at  all  rH>  •  , 

f~  -h°°'  «d  *  ^  «.*».. 

subscripti“' 

B~"  FiS,rr8'  WC  P1”Cd  '™  d«"  *  Ac  bridge. 

Col  fH«  Umhr,  G„„„. 

I-a.kuanks.  There  they  are  under  that  tree’  Lucky Td'd' ““  /*  ^  ^  SUnd°Wn' 
Lusher.  Now  at  it,  men,  with  a  will  rve  asktd  th  "  '  °“  ^ 
extra  pot  of  beans  for  noontime.  '  k  d  "  women  t0  set  ye  out  an 

Scene  21. 

ro-iLmlrll"'  (AJ^T'u’o"  ,Mi"s  “"<>> 

cvery^ature? "G°  >"  *"  **  preach  the  gospel  unto 

Jn.  Kingsbury.  But  these  are  only  Indians. 

Lnor.  They  are  human,  sir,  and  many  are  learning  alreadv  rh»  ru  ■ 

~  "°W  tranSlati"S  “'ble  into  their  language.  V,  ere  “X g"  S  to 

dcsireJof"LALUN'  Th°U  afe  “  ’  "0ble  WOrk-  “™ther  Eliot,  end  what  is  it  that  you 

Indians!— P'Tlu;  ptcfoThit ""  »f  *>“■  >•  -  celled  Natick  by  the 
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Allin.  Where  be  they  now? 

Eliot.  At  Nonantum, —  (Newton)  to  the  north.  There  I  preach  to  them. 

Lushlr.  How  great  a  parcel  want  ye? 

Eliot.  About  2000  acres  we  made  it  out  to  be. 

Lusher.  Tell  the  Great  and  General  Court  we  will  grant  ye  the  parcel  if  they 
will  allow  us  an  additional  8000  acres  which  we  shall  choose  from  another  part  of  the 
colony. 

Eliot.  It  is  done. 

Scene  22. 

Riverside. 

The  women  do  the  family  washing  in  the  rippling  waters  of  the  Charles. 

Scene  23. 

Dedham  Village  (1662)  Philip,  Sachem  of  Alt.  Hope,  approaches  while  lillagers 
gather.  Circle  is  formed.  Pipe  is  passed. 

Philip.  White  man  take  land. 

Lusher.  Indans  not  here.  White  man  take.  Belongs  to  white  man  now. 

Philip.  Indian  no  fight — Indian  own  land.  Indian  want  wampum,  English 
money. 


Gaye. 

The  Indian  is  right. 

Allin. 

We  should  pay. 

Lusher. 

We  give  £20. 

Philip. 

Not  enough. 

Lusher. 

£24. 

Philip. 

White  money! 

Allin. 

He  wants  silver. 

Lusher. 

This?  (10s) 

Philip. 

Good. 

Scene  24. 

The  Door  yard. 

Making  Butter. 

Scene  25. 

Village  Green. 

Ensign  Daniel  Fisher  enters  bearing  news  that  John  Wilson,  John  Genere  and 
Elisha  Woodward  were  slain  at  Deerfield. 

Scene  26. 

Interior. 

Three  Spinners. 

Scenes  27,  28  and  29 
Med  field.  (1676) 

Village  is  burned.  Several  killed  by  King  Philip.  Huts  dimly  seen  in  twilight. 
Smoke  ascending  from  chimneys.  Men  after  late  chores  enter  houses.  Suddenly  burn¬ 
ing  arrows  are  fired  from  the  edge  of  the  forest.  Indians  descend  upon  the  village  and 
kill  and  wound  whites  as  they  rush  out  of  burning  houses.  One  house  remains  standing, 
the  so-called  Peak  House. 
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ACT  III. 

The  Hearthside,  1686 — 1736. 

Historical  data :  Comfort  Starr  probably  was  a  descendant  of  John  Starr  who  is 

Comfort"*  and* ' m"  *  p'  ^  ‘°r  C°'lege  wh“  *  ™  established  „  163 

m7!  5ov  23  U8 AwTiu  Dedham  Where  Cheir  ^irtcen  children  were  born. 

13  1691  2-'  W  I  V:  \ "*hQ:  v’  \6S7;*;  Hannah>  J‘ln'  13’  1690-91;  Sarah,  Feb. 

fort  Aug  9  1696  TVh  c^’  lived  onl>’  10  weeks5  Susanah,  Nov.  24,  1694;  Com- 
lort  Aug .  9,  1696;  Judith,  Sept.  2,  1698;  Martha  and  Ruth,  Oct.  S,  1700  —Martha 

7  ,7°o"  y  lz:‘ s’  'thi  w'’  '2>  1702;  U“-  »■  Mnriha  A  nl 

John  a„d'A“ce Eaton.  ^  William  —  «■»  »„  of 

Hannah  Starr  married  John  Sabin  November  3,  173  0.  The  scene  which  follows 
is  well  within  the  range  of  possibility,  but  is  entirely  imaginary.  The  purpose  is  to 
present  the  family  life  of  this  period.  There  are  no  outstanchng  events  in  the  history  of 

T‘Ury  bUt  ,lK  ""  whid,  Is  to  determine^  the 

‘  f  fc  'n  Amenca  for  generations  to  come  is  now  deeply  rooting  itself. 

Scene  1. 

(Interior)  Kitchen  large  fireplace,  early  morning.  Mary  Starr,  (age  19)  is  stirring 
ashes  in  the  fireplace,  blowing  gently,  trying  to  rekindle  from  the  embers.  Her  father 
Comfort,  comes  stamping  in  out  of  the  cold,  with  pails  of  water.  ’ 

Mary.  Why  didn't  you  start  the  fire  before  you  went  out,  Father’ 

Father.  I  did,  Mary,  but  it  must  have  died.  If  Comfort  had  got  up  earlier  he 
might  have  kept  it.  He  will  have  to  go  for  some.  (Calls  upstairs)  Comfort— lad- 
up — at  once,  ye  must  off  to  Metcalf’s  for  some  fire. 

Scene  2. 

Bedroom-Comfort  sleepily  emerging  from  the  trundle  bed.  Mother  is  making  up 

h  dreS5i”X  Kuth  (*&e  *)  “"‘I  Ahiab  (age  17)  is 
taking  Elizabeth  (age  2)  out  of  the  cradle. 

Hannah.  There,  Comfort,  your  father  is  calling.  Hear  that!  No  fire'  Out 
with  you. 

Ruth.  Out  with  you.  (Grabs  cover  from  Comfort,  but  he  snatches  it  back  ) 
Hannah,  (intervening)  Quickly,  Comfort,  into  your  clothes. 

Scenes  3  to  6 

Kitchen— Same.  Abiah  is  placing  Elizabeth  in  cradle  before  the  fireplace.  Mother 
'cloth'"*  "Ua  '"  “  ,<>WL  Ha,l"ah’  Ut  thl’  firePl*ce  working  with  flint,  steel,  and  old 

Hannah.  Now,  Sarah  this  should  teach  thee  a  lesson-no  tinder  in  the  box. 
No  fit  rags  to  make  it.  Breakfast  late  because  of  your  neglect. 

Sarah  But  Comfort  should  have  been  up  to  start  the  fire  from  the  embers  That 
was  his  to  do. 

Hannah.  Now,  Now!  Bear  your  own  burdens,— and  don’t  lay  them  on  another. 

Comfort  enters  with  coals,  which  he  throws  upon  the  heap  of  faggots  in  the  fire- 
pace.  lather  stirs  them  in  and  blows  until  smoke  and  blaze  appear.  Soon  the  room  is 

ridZVl  JC  firC  'Z  Mary  swings  kettle  of  water  over  the  fire.  Mother  brings  por¬ 
ridge  to  be  wanned  over  the  fire.  Abiah  and  Susanah  set  the  table  for  breakfast. 

[87] 


THE 

;dham 


'KEY  E" 
PLANTATION 


|f= 


_ : _ -C 


LANDING  place  of  the 
FIRST  SETTLERS 


M ft 


<J£c)i 


. 


\101TATHAJ1  VAH 


-  -  '--'  ^  -*  '  1  \ 


DEDHAM 
1  6  3  6 


TERCENTENARY 

1936 


,  ^»rr  ‘ 


pi 

*3 


Wm.  Eaton  is  admitted.  Hannah  is 
Is,  ah, — is  your  sister  at  home? 


I. a  ter  in  the  morning.  (Hannah  is  alone  in  the  kitchen  dipping  candles  and  spin¬ 
ning  yarn  by  turns.  There  is  a  tap  at  the  door, 
surprised.) 

William.  Good  morning  to  you,  Hannah. 

Hannah,  (coyly)  Which  one? 

William.  Need  I  say?  Mary. 

Hannah.  Do  you  really  want  to  see  Mary? 

William.  Yes! — and  quickly. 

Hannah,  (returning  to  her  candles)  She’s  well, — She’s — (lifting  candles  from 
the  dip).  Here,  hold  this  frame,  while  I  look.  (William  holds  frame  above  the  tallow 
awkwardly, — Hannah  peeps  through  a  knot  hole  in  the  door.  Returns  looking  con¬ 
cerned.)  What  would  you  do  if  I  told  you  there  was  some  one  else  in  there  with  Mary? 
(William  drops  candle  frame.  There  is  a  splash  of  hot  tallow  on  hands  of  both.  Mary 
and  Sarah  rush  in.) 

Sarah.  What’s  up?  Oh!  the  candles.  They  are  melting  off. 

Mary.  William!  What — - 

William,  (embarrassed )  My  hands — they  are  blistered. 

Hannah,  (returning  from  meal  barrel)  Here,  William,  douse  your  hands  in 
this,  it  will  take  out  the  fire. 

Mary.  But  what  happened?  (William  and  Hannah  look  at  each  other  sheepishly 
as  they  treat  their  burns.  Sarah  has  brought  some  bandages.  Mary  helps  do  them  up.) 


Mother.  Now  Hannah,  let  Judith  watch  the  baby  whilst  you  go  and  get  the 
candle  grease.  Such  a  day  as  we  have  before  us, — there’s  baking  for  the  Sabbath,  and 
1  want  Mary  to  get  that  scarf  off  the  loom  today, — and  there’s  yarn  to  be  spun,  and 
now  see  the  state  we  are  in  with  the  tinder  gone,  and  the  candles  burnt  out  and  com¬ 
pany  tomorrow.  Lord  help  us! 

Mary.  Why  Mother! 

Father.  (Enters  with  milk  pails — washes  hands)  Breakfast?  Comfort,  my  boy, 
there’s  a  long  winter  ahead,  and  there  will  be  many  cold  mornings.  The  wood  box 
must  always  be  full.  Ye  will  see  to  it  mornings  and  evenings,  and  on  baking  days  the 
girls  must  lend  a  hand.  (All  surround  the  table.) 

Father.  The  Bible,  Comfort.  (Comfort  brings  Bible  from  shelf  near  the  fire¬ 
place.  Father  opens  and  reads.)  "Upon  the  land  of  my  people  shall  come  up  thorns 
and  briers,  yea  upon  all  the  houses  of  joy  in  the  joyous  city.  Because  the  palaces  shall 
be  forsaken  the  multitude  of  the  city  shall  be  left.  Until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us 
from  on  high,  and  the  wilderness  be  a  fruitful  field.  And  the  work  of  righteousness 
shall  be  peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteousness  shall  be  quietness  and  assurance  forever. 
And  my  people  shall  dwell  in  quiet  resting  places.”  May  God  bless  the  reading  of  his 
word.  (The  passage  is  from  Isaiah  XXXII  and  was  used  as  text  for  a  sermon  by  Rev. 
William  Adams  in  1678.) 

(Breakfast  proceeds) 

Comfort.  I  know  who’s  cornin’  to  see  Mary  this  afternoon, — John  Sabin. 

Mary.  Can’t  you  hold  your  tongue,  you  little — 

Father.  Comfort! 

Mother.  Not  on  Saturday,  with  all  the  work  to  do! 

Susanah.  And  I  know  who’s  coming  to  see  Mary  to-morrow, — William  Eaton. 

Hannah.  Ho,  hum,  one  today  and  one  tomorrow,  and  I  have  none  at  all. 

Mother.  That  will  do,  now,  all  of  you.  Let  not  your  minds  be  filled  wi  th  si  lly 
thoughts.  To  work!  Hannah,  you  will  dip  the  candles,  Comfort  will  get  the  logs  on 
the  fire  against  the  baking.  Susannah,  do  the  dishes,  Sarah  tend  the  baby,  Abiah  tidy  up 
the  house,  Judith  help  me  clean  the  pewter. 

Scene  7. 
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Scene  8. 

Early  Afternoon. 

(Mary  at  loom  in  tears — trying  to  weave.) 

Hannah.  (soothingly)  I  didn’t  mean  to  Mary,  really  I  didn’t. 

Mary.  But  now  he  will  never  come  back.  He  will  go  off  to  Deerfield  or  some¬ 
where  else  and  get  killed.  All  because  of  you. 

Hannah.  I  tell  you  it  was  not  my  fault. 

Mary.  But  you  made  him  think  there  was  another — 

Hannah,  (looking  through  the  window)  Well,  there  is,  you  know,  and  he  is 
coming  up  the  field  right  now. 


m 


V 


BA 
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Sarah.  Was  it  hot? 

Mary.  But  what  brings  you  at  this  hour,  William?  I  was  not  expecting  you  till 
afternoon. 

William.  I  see  you  were  not.  I— 1  came  to  borrow  a  horn  of  powder  of  your 
father. 

Sarah.  Are  you  going  to  fight  the  Indians? 

\\  illiam.  Not  exactly;  no.  I  was  going  to  hunt  wolves. 

Hannah.  That’s  a  likely  story — 

William,  (nettled)  Haven’t  you  heard  of  the  new  bounty, — thirty  shillings 
for  the  pelt  of  a  wolf. 

Sarah.  New  bounty!  Father  has  been  getting  thirty  shillings  for  years. 

Mary.  Are  the  wolves  so  troublesome? 

William.  Where  is  your  father?  I  want  to  borrow  a  horn  of  powder  from  him. 

Hannah,  (brightening)  I’m  sure  you  can;  but  he  is  in  the  woods  beyond  the 
village,  and  I  don  t  know  where  he  keeps  his  powder. 

(William  edges  toward  the  inner  door  trying  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  room  whence 
Mary  came;  but) 

Hannah.  (pushing  him  out  of  doors )  Comfort  will  show  you  the  way. 

Mary.  Now  Hannah,  you  little  vixen,  what  does  this  mean?  What  happened? 

Hannah.  (hesitating)  Well — I  was — dipping  the  candles  and  William  came 
in  and  wanted — 

Mother,  (entering)  What’s  all  this  to-do  about? 

Hannah.  W  illiam  came  this  morning  and  I  was  dipping  candles,  and — and  we 
burnt  our  hands. 

Mother.  You  know  what  the  Good  Book  says  about  sinners, — that  boiling  tallow 
is  ice  cold  beside  the  fire  and  brimstone  that  will  blister  ye  for  eternity  if  ye  do  not  tell 
the  truth. 

Hannah,  (in  terror)  He  asked  to  see  Mary. 

Mary.  And  you  told  him  I  was  not  in! 

Hannah.  No.  I  had  him  hold  the  candle  dip  while  I  went  to  see  if  you  were  at 
the  loom,  and  then, — he — he  dropped  the  candles. 

Mother.  That  isn  t  all,  surely.  What  made  him  drop  the  candles? 

Hannah.  I, — I  said, — I  asked  him:  "What  would  you  do  if  I  told  you  there  was 
someone  else  in  there  with  Mary?” 

Sarah.  (dancing  with  delight)  And  then  he  dropped  the  candles  and  burnt 
you  both. 

Mary.  (wild  with  rage)  So  you, — O  you — may  the  brimstone  boil  hot  when 
you  go  down.  You  are  a  liar! 

Hannah,  (stoutly)  I  am  not.  There  was  some  one  else  in  there.  Besides,  I 
only  asked  him  what  he  would  do  if  I  told  him, — and  that’s  what  he  did.  (Indicating 
burnt  hands.)  * 

Mother  (seeing  the  humor-— grimly)  Thou  art  right,  Hannah.  Thou  art  burnt 

enough. 
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Scene  9. 

Later  Afternoon. 

Mother,  Mary,  Hannah,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth  in  the  kitchen. 

Mother.  Mary,  look,  in  and  see  if  the  oven  is  hot. 

Mary.  (looking  in)  It’s  piping  hot.  Where  is  Comfort?  He  should  help  rake 
it  out. 

Sarah.  He  went  over  to  the  woods  with  Mr.  Eaton  to  see  father. 

Mary.  They  should  be  home  before  this.  Sarah,  blow  the  horn.  (Sarah  takes 
cow  horn  and  exits.) 

Mother.  Are  the  beans  ready  to  go  in? 

Hannah.  I  haven’t  put  in  the  molasses  yet. 

Mary,  (examining  the  spinning  wheel)  I  don’t  see  how  you  ever  did  it,  Hannah. 
Hannah.  (mournfully )  It  was  an  accident. 

Mother.  And  that’s  your  pay  for  being  so  light-headed  and  frivolous. 

Sarah  (entering)  They’re  coming- — both  of  them. 

Mary.  Both? 


me. 


Sarah.  Mr.  William  Eaton  and  Mr.  John  Sabin,  and  they  are  not  coming  to  see 


Hannah.  What,  together? 

Sarah.  With  Father  and  Comfort. 

(Enter  the  four  of  them) 

Mother.  Ye  are  just  in  time— —and  not  a  minute  too  soon.  The  oven’s  to  be 
raked  out  for  the  baking. 

Father.  Comfort,  get  the  shovels.  Powder  is  dangerous  to  have  around  the 
house,  William.  Like  our  passions  it  may  do  us  damage  if  it  flares  up,  but  a  wonderful 
weapon  if  rightly  used.  (Fills  a  horn  of  powder  for  William.) 

John,  (going  to  the  spinning  wheel)  This  is  what  caused  my  fall. 

Father.  Mother,  the  boys  are  to  stay  for  supper. 


Mother. 
the  girls.) 

Hanna  ei. 
Mother. 
fill  the  oven) 


(startled)  Of  course  they’re  welcome,-— but — (stares  at  them  and  at 


Yes,  Mother,  I  am  sure  we  can  manage  it. 

Is  that  oven  ready?  We’ll  never  get  the  baking  done. 


(All  hands  help 


ACT  IV. 

1736  -  1786  - —  The  Revolution. 

Historical  Notes.  While  the  tide  has  already  turned  toward  the  Revolution  there 
is  little  to  suggest  it  in  the  opening  years  of  this  period.  The  most  fitting  scene  is  the 
Thanksgiving  service  of  Nov.  23,  173  8.  Our  characters  shall  be  drawn  from  those 
active  at  that  time.  The  sermon  delivered  by  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter  was  a  celebration 
of  the  first  century  of  Dedham  history.  Among  those  present  we  may  well  imagine 
Ruth  and  Ephraim  Cleveland,  who  were  married  by  Dr.  Dexter  only  two  days  earlier, 
(Nov.  21)  and  another  young  couple  who  are  to  be  married  sometime  in  the  spring, 
(May  3,  1739)  Ruth  Whiting  and  Nathaniel  Metcalf. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames,  who  had  come  from  Bridgewater  in  173  2,  has  already  become 
a  substantial  member  of  the  community.  His  sons  are  to  figure  largely  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1741.  He  followed  his  father’s  profession.  Seth, 
also  a  physician,  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  (Born  Feb.  14,  1743). 
Fisher,  born  April  9,  1758,  came  to  prominence  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  and  will 
be  noted  again  in  Act  V. 
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(Hannah,  blocking  his  way,  tips  over  the  spinning  wheel.  He  is  caught  in  a  tangle 
of  yarn.) 
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In  1745  a  number  of  Dedham  men  joined  expedition  against  Louisburg,  among 
them  Rev.  Thomas  Balch,  (Born  1711)  minister  of  the  South  Parish. 

The  Stamp  Act  of  1765  was  repealed  Mar.  1  8,  1766,  and  the  news  reached  Dedham 
May  16.  Three  days  later  (May  19)  a  general  celebration  was  held.  In  honor  of  the 
event  a  memorial  was  later  set  up  in  the  form  of  a  wooden  pillar  bearing  the  bust  of 
Sir  William  Pitt.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames  records  in  his  note  book  that  he  went  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Haven  and  Mr.  Battle  to  Boston  and  engaged  Mr.  Skillin  to  carve  the  bust.  The 
Pillar  of  Liberty,”  as  it  was  called,  was  erected  July  22,  1766,  by  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames, 
F.b.  ;nezer  Battle,  Abijah  Draper  and  other  patriots.  Daniel  Gookin  was  engaged  to  turn 
the  wooden  column.  The  Patriots  who  erected  the  Pillar  called  themselves  the  "Sons 
of  Liberty.” 

Abner  Ellis  was  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  before  the  Revolution. 

The  Suffolk  Resolves,  which  "lighted  the  match  that  kindled  the  mighty  conflagra¬ 
tion,”  had  their  beginning  in  Dedham.  On  Sept.  6,  1774  sixty  delegates  from  19  towns 
met  at  Woodward’s  Tavern.  General  Joseph  Warren  was  made  chairman.  The  next 
meeting  was  held  three  days  later  in  the  house  of  Daniel  Vose  in  Milton.  The  resolves 
were  finally  drawn  and  a  committee  of  fifteen  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  His  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Governor.  Two  Dedham  men,  Nathaniel  Sumner,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Wood¬ 
ward,  were  on  this  committee. 

Dedham  was  made  the  shire  town  of  Suffolk  County  by  act  of  General  Court  at 
its  November  Session,  1775, — beause  Boston  had  become  "the  common  receptacle  for 
the  enemies  of  America,”  and  repeated  at  the  November  Session,  1776. 

The  "Lexington  Alarm”  came  to  Dedham  at  a  little  after  nine  on  the  morning  of 
April  19,  1775.  Over  100  minute  men  immediately  responded  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Guild.  On  the  march  they  met  a  man  who  tried  to  counteract  the  alarm 
by  declaring  it  false.  Capt.  Guild  instantly  seized  and  gagged  him,  and  detailed  a  min¬ 
ute  man  to  keep  him  silent. 

Militia  companies  formed  quickly;  Capt.  Aaron  Fuller  led  the  First  Parish  Com¬ 
pany  with  67  officers  and  men.  Dedham  Island  and  part  of  West  Roxbury  sent  17  men 
under  Capt.  George  Gould,  and  Richard  Woodward.  Capt.  Wm.  Ellis  led  31  men  from 
Third  Parish.  Capt.  Wm.  Bullard  brought  60  men  from  South  Parish.  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Battle  brought  67  officers  and  men  from  Fourth  Parish  (Dover). 

In  May  the  town  voted  to  raise  120  men  in  the  Parishes,  and  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  prepare  the  great  gun  of  King  Philip’s  War  for  action. 

On  April  4,  1776,  General  George  Washington  spent  the  night  in  Dedham, — 
doubtless  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Samuel  Dexter,  who  had  offered  his  services  as  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  town  in  Congress  at  his  own  expense. 

The  54th  Encampment  of  the  French  army  on  its  march  from  Yorktown  to  Boston, 
was  in  Dedham,  Dec.  2-5,  1782. 

Scene  1. 

Inferior — Thanksgiving  address  by  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter,  Nov.  23,  17)8. 

"Where  is  that  holiness  and  love,  the  purity  and  faith,  which  the  first  planters 
of  these  New  English  settlements  were  eminent  for?  Our  fathers,  where  are  they? 

We  are  fallen  from  their  first  love,  and  we  do  not  the  first  works. 

Is  not  the  dissesteem  of  learning  too  evident  in  a  prevailing  temper  to  be  wholly 
without  a  grammar  school  (was  it  not  for  this  the  law  of  the  province?).  Do  not  we 
see  too  much  of  this  in  the  negligence  of  parents  and  masters  in  sending  their  children 
to  school? 

My  brethren,  what  will  the  next  or  succeeding  generations  be  in  our  country  towns, 
unless  a  love  to,  a  value  for,  and  esteem  of  learning  revive? 

I  entreat  you  to  bear  with  my  plainness  and  freedom  of  speech;  and  suffer  me  to 
add,  O  let  us  endeavor  to  recover  that  spirit  of  family  government  and  authority  which 
our  fathers  had;  they  ruled  their  houses  well,  and  had  their  households  in  good  subjec¬ 
tion. 
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Verily  in  family  government  is  the  foundation  laid  for  good  order,  peace,  and  a 
regular  conduct  in  church  and  state.”  (Page  269) 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  you  the  profit  and  advantage  of  a  serious  reflection  on 
the  great  good  things  which  the  glorious  God  hath  done  in  the  course  of  his  providence. 

Very  various  have  been  the  divine  dispensations  towards  our  fathers,  and  towards 
us,  as  their  and  our  ways  have  pleased  the  Lord.  Many  have  been  the  almost  insuperable 
difficulties  that  we  have  passed  through  from  the  tongues  and  pens  of  false  brethren, 
and  from  the  arrows,  guns  and  hatchets  of  a  barbarous  enemy. 

Very  threatening  the  time  when  our  charter  was  taken  away  from  us  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  dissolved.  Very  dark  the  time  when  the  land  and  churches  were  filled  with 
perplexity  and  concern  for  what  happened  by  the  righteous  permission  of  Heaven. 
Nevertheless,  through  the  patience  of  Heaven,  we  are  continued  a  people,  and  are  still 
in  the  enjoyment  of  very  valuable  privileges  and  from  small  beginnings  are  become 
great.” 

Meeting  closes — citizens  gather  outside  the  meeting  house.  Men  emerge  from  one 
door,  women  from  the  other. 

Nathaniel  Metcalf  and  Ruth  Whiting  furtively  drift  toward  each  other.  They 
are  to  he  married  in  the  spring.  ( May  5,  17)9) 

Ephriam  Cleveland  and  his  bride,  Ruth,  quickly  find  each  other.  They  have  been 
married  only  two  days.  (Nov.  21,  17)$) 

Ruth  Whiting,  (to  Ruth  Cleveland )  Good  day  to  you — the  new  bride,  and 

here  is  the  groom.  It  was  only  the  day  before  yesterday  that  you  were  being  married. 

Ruth  C.  It  seemed  to  me  this  blessed  Thanksgiving  day  that  Mr.  Dexter  was 
adding  a  blessing  to  our  marriage.  Is  it  true  that  you  and  Nathaniel  are  to  be  married 
in  the  spring? 

Ruth  W.  Yes,  but  here  comes  Dr.  Ames;  don’t  tell  him. 

Ephriam.  It  was  a  solemn  word  about  the  province  which  Parson  Dexter  gave  us 
this  day.  I  take  it  as  a  warning  that  we  have  storms  ahead. 

Nathaniel  Metcalf.  Is  it  not  so?  Our  ancestors  came  here  to  win  freedom, 
to  build  their  own  schools,  form  a  new  church,  and  to  govern  themselves,  as  they’d  a 
right  to  under  their  original  charter. 

Dr.  Ames,  (who  has  drifted  into  the  circle)  Well  said,  Nathaniel,  and  it’s  well 
1  remember  the  time  Daniel  Fisher  went  to  Boston  and  helped  to  capture  that  renegade, 
Andros,  that  King  Charles  sent  over  as  Governor. 

Rev.  Mr.  Dexter  appears  among  them.  "■  ' 

Dr.  Ames.  It  was  a  powerful  sermon,  Parson  Dexter,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  pre¬ 
served  for  our  children’s  children. 

Dexter.  It  was  the  children  of  this  generation  I-  had  under  my  eye,  Dr.  Ames. 
Our  liberties  are  fast  going.  The  Crown  of  England  hates  our  independence — Mark  my 
word,  the  time  will  come  when  we  will  have  to  defend  ourselves  more  against  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  crown,  than  the  hatchets  of  the  Indians  or. the  guns  of  the  French. 

Dr.  Ames.  Aye — they  plan  to  make  it  the  strongest  garrison  on  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  word  is  around  that  they  are  corning  up  the  great  river  of  the  west,  the 
Mississippi. 

Ruth  Cleveland.  Come  Ephriam — Thanksgiving  dinner  must  be  got.  Let  us 
be  grateful  while  we  have  it. 

Scene  changes  to  a  great  table  under  the  frees  with  about  thirty  people  gathered 
around.  Mr.  Dexter  returns  thanks,  and  all  partake.  It  is  a  time  of  general  rejoicing. 

Scene  2. 

Powderhousc,  1766. 

Men  building  powder  house  and  conveying  kegs  of  powder  to  it. 
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SCENE  3. 

Pillar  of  Liberty,  Church  Green. 

Danikl  Fisher.  The  Stamp  Act  is  an  outrage.  The  King  has  no  right  to  levy 
taxes  upon  us.  We  are  an  independent  colony. 

Samuel  Dexter.  I  was  to  a  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  a  short  while  ago  and  you 
should  have  heard  Samuel  Adams.  He  shouted  till  the  old  hall  rocked  like  a  cradle. 

Hezekiah  Gay.  I  says,  as  James  Otis  has  it  right,  "Taxation  without  representa¬ 
tion  is  tyranny." 

John  Baker.  Do  you  think  there’s  a  chance  the  King  will  repeal  it? 

Dr.  Ames.  If  he  knows  which  side  up  to  wear  his  crown  he’d  repeal  it — quick 
enough. 

Men  returning  to  tillage  green,  only  to  meet  a  horseman  who  shouts  News  from 
England  (May  16,  1766).  Men  gather  quickly. 

Courier.  The  Stamp  Act  has  been  repealed.  ’Twas  Sir  William  Pitt  as  fought 
it  through  for  us — They  say  as  he  is  defendin’  our  rights  in  Parliament  as  if  it  was  their 
own  homes  they  was  fightin’  for. 

John  Cobb.  A  monument  to  Sir  William!  ( The  cry  is  taken  up.  All  available 
men  are  brought  into  the  work.  A  granite  boulder  is  rolled  into  place  and  set  on  end. 
A  log  is  trimmed  and  set  upon  the  boulder.) 

Dr.  Ames.  There  is  a  ship  carver  in  Boston, — Skillin  by  name,  I  say  we  hire  him 
to  carve  us  a  head  of  Wm.  Pitt  to  put  atop  the  pillar.  (Dr.  Ames,  Rev.  Jason  Haven 
and  Mr.  Battle  arc  designated  to  see  Mr.  Skillin.) 

Daniel  Fisher.  Pillar  of  liberty — that’s  what  it  is. 

Dr.  Ames.  And  may  the  Sons  of  Liberty  defend  it  with  their  lives. 

John  Cobb.  It  is  our  solemn  vow. 

Dr.  Ames.  But  it  seems  to  me  boys  that  we  should  have  a  better  stone  than  that; 
and  a  turned  column,  if  it’s  to  stand  as  I  hope  it  will,  for  years  to  come. 

Daniel  Fisher.  Where’s  Dan’l  Gookin?  He  has  a  lathe  that  will  turn  us  a 
decent  column. 

Dr.  Ames.  And  we’ll  put  the  stone  cutters  to  work  on  the  boulder. 

Scene  4. 

Woodward’s  Tavern,  Dedham,  Sept.  6,  1774.  Citizens  of  Suffolk  County  framing 
the  Suffolk  Resolves.  Joseph  Warren,  Chairman.  Nathaniel  Sumner  and  Lieut.  Rich¬ 
ard  Woodward  officially  representing  Dedham. 

Warren.  Gentlemen,  we  have  met  to  consider  a  grave  matter.  The  conditions 
under  which  we  labour  have  become  intolerable.  Every  man  here  has  seen  the  insolence 
of  the  King’s  soldiers  to  citizens  passing  on  the  highways.  We  are  growing  more  and 
more  alarmed  at  the  fortifications  making  on  Boston  Neck.  It  means  that  the  power, 
not  the  justice,  the  vengeance  but  not  the  wisdom  of  Great  Britain,  which  of  old  perse¬ 
cuted  and  exiled  our  fugitive  parents  from  their  native  shores,  now  pursues  us,  their 
guiltless  children,  with  unrelenting  severity. 

This,  our  beloved  country  was  then  a  wilderness.  It  was  settled  by  the  toil  and 
treasure,  or  acquired  by  the  valor  or  blood  of  those,  our  venerable  progenitors,  who  con¬ 
signed  it  to  our  care  and  protection.  The  most  sacred  obligations  rest,  therefore,  upon 
us  to  transmit  that  glorious  purchase,  unfettered  by  power,  to  our  innocent  and  beloved 
offspring. 

Woodward.  Mr.  Chairman,  fellow  citizens, — These  eloquent  words  of  our  Chair¬ 
man  should  reach  the  ears  that  need  them  most.  We  are  of  one  mind.  I  move  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  and  that  they  draw  up  a  resolution  which  we  may  send  to  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor. 
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Sumner.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  second  the  motion  and  I  move  by  way  of  amendment 

that  we  meet  again  soon  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Warrkn.  Do  you  accept  the  amendment?  All  in  favor  make  it  known  by  saying 

Warren.  Where  shall  be  our  next  meeting-place? 

VosE-  Ye  are  welcome  to  my  house  in  Milton. 

v  NVxR<R|EN'  Sl?al1  'C,  be  then’  that  we  meet  on  SePc-  9  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Daniel 

\  ose  of  Milton  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  which  shall  now  be  appointed. 

Scene  5. 

Dedham  Town  Meeting,  1775. 

Moderator.  The  meeting  will  come  to  order.  Citizens  of  Dedham,  "these  are 
the  times  that  try  men’s  souls.”  We  have  suffered  and  endured,  but  the  time  has  come 
to  act.  Lieut.  \\  oodward  has  a  matter  to  bring  before  you. 

Woodward.  Mr.  Moderator,  and  fellow  citizens  of  Dedham:  First  I  have  th~ 
honor  to  announce  that  Dedham  has  been  made  the  Shire  Town  of  Suffolk  Counts^ 
The  dangers  about  Boston  have  grown  too  great.  The  records  have  been  brought  here 
for  safe  keeping.  May  our  town  prove  worthy  of  the  trust.  Second,  I  bring  to  you  a 
set  of  resolves  which  were  drawn  up  by  60  delegates  from  19  towns  who  met  first  in 
\v  oodward  s  Tavern  and  then  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Daniel  Vose  in  Milton.  These  Re¬ 
solves  protest  the  insolence  of  the  King’s  soldiers,  the  burden  of  taxation  unjustly  im¬ 
posed  upon  us,  and  a  long  list  of  abuses  which  we  now  suffer  at  the  hands  of  an  unjust 
t>'ra"t;  ■ *s  >;°ur  deleSate  to  that  convention  I  helped  to  frame  these  resolves  and  as  one 
of  15  1  helped  to  carry  them  to  His  Excellency  the  Gov.  Did  I  do  righH 

Citizens.  Aye — (Wild  applause) 

Moderator.  It  becomes  our  duty  next  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  Provincial 
Congress.  Nominations  are  now  in  order. 

1st  Citizen.  I  nominate  Abner  Ellis. 

I  nominate  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter. 

I  move  the  nominations  be  closed  and  these  two  be  voted  delegates 
You  have  heard  the  motion. 


2nd  Citizen. 

3rd  Citizen. 
by  acclamation. 

Moderator. 
favor  make  it  known  by  saying  aye. 
Citizens. 


What  will  you  do  with  it?  Those  in 


Aye- 

Lieut  Woodward.  It  will  be  necessary  to  defend  these  resolutions  which  we 
have  just  heard.  I  move,  Mr.  Moderator,  that  the  town  of  Dedham  raise  a  detached 

company  of  minute  men  to  be  at  command  in  a  moment’s  notice,  when  the  summons 
comes  to  defend  our  liberties. 

Citizens.  Aye,  Aye, — 


Scene  6. 

V diage  Green,  April  19,  1775,  9  a.  m.  " Lexington  Rider ”  on  foaming  steed 
shouts  the  news  of  the  British  attack.  Citizens  gather  at  the  call. 

Joseph  Guild.  What  news  is  this? 

Rider.  ( reining  horse)  The  red  coats  are  on  the  march — by  land — toward  Lex¬ 
ington.  All  minute  men  are  called.  Proceed  to  Cambridge. 

Guild.  Go  men,  to  every  door.  Assemble  the  minute  men  here. 

(The  cry  is  carried  from  door  to  door,  and  soon  100  men  are  on  the  t  illage  green  j 

Guild.  The  orders  are  for  Cambridge.  Keep  your  powder  dry.  Fall  in!  (He 
leads  the  way  and  the  company  marches  out.) 


Scene  7. 

Through  a  woods  road.  The  Dedham  company  of  100  minute  men  meet  a  citizen 
who  shouts — 
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1804— Fisher  Ames  chosen  President  of  Harvard  University,  but  declined  the 
honor.  (He  died  in  1808.) 


Citizen.  W  hat!  Capt.  Guild?  Where  be  ye  goin’? 

Guild.  To  Cambridge,  John,  have  ye  not  heard  the  call  of  the  Lexington  Rider? 

Citizen.  1  heard  the  bellowing  of  an  ox, — ’tis  a  false  alarm,  I  tell  ye.  There  is 
no  battle.  Why  take  these  men  from  their  fields? 

Guild.  Your  alarm  is  false! — Here,  stop  that  bray.  ( Guild  gags  the  citizen.) 
Stephen,  lead  this  man  home  and  guard  him.  See  that  his  foul  report  goes  no  further. 

Scenes  8  and  9. 

Residence  of  Samuel  Dexter.  Arrival  of  George  Washington,  Afril  4,  1776 

Scenes  10  and  11. 

Village  Green. 

Couriers  bear  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Yorktown,  1781.  The  Stars  and  Stripes 
are  seen  here  for  the  first  time. 

The  French  army  arrives  and  strikes  camp  on  its  return  from  Yorktown  in  178  2. 

ACT  V. 

1789-1  836,  The  Builders. 

Historical  Notes — Once  more  a  half  century  of  peace  and  industry.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Dedham  arc  said  to  have  been  in  sympathy  with  Shays’  Rebellion  in  1786.  Also 
in  the  War  of  1812  the  Dedham  Light  Infantry,  with  Abner  Guild  as  captain,  served 
for  some  months  in  South  Boston.  Willard  Gay  in  West  Dedham  packed  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  beef  and  pork  which  were  taken  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  by  ox-team, 
with  James  Petter,  Sam  French  and  Colburn  Ellis  as  drivers.  There  is  nothing  else  of 
military  note. 

The  first  important  event  of  this  period  is  the  act  of  the  General  Court,  March  26, 
1793,  incorporating  the  County  of  Norfolk,  including  all  the  towns  of  Suffolk,  except 
Boston  and  Chelsea,  and  making  Dedham  the  shire  town. 

Fisher  Ames  was  at  the  time  our  representative  in  the  National  Congress.  Elected 
in  1788,  he  served  during  the  whole  of  Washington’s  administration.  He  was  a  Fed¬ 
eralist  of  the  school  of  Hamilton  and  Jay.  In  1793  he  returned  to  Dedham  to  live,  and 
in  1791  he  built  a  house  on  the  corner  of  Ames  and  High  streets,  just  easterly  of  the 
Woodward  Tavern,  where  he  was  born,  on  the  easterly  part  of  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Registry  of  Deeds.  The  house,  remodelled,  is  now  owned  by  Hon.  Frederick  J. 
Stimson,  and  is  beautifully  placed  back  of  the  Registry  where  it  was  moved  in  its 
present  condition  many  years  ago. 

In  1795  the  wooden  court  house  and  jail  were  finished. 

1796 — The  first  newspaper,  Columbian-Minerva,  was  published. 

1798  Edward  Dowse,  a  retired  business  man  of  Boston,  bought  lands  on  High 
street  and  built  the  house,  about  18  02,  later  known  as  the  Quincy  House. 

18  00 — A  new  brick  schoolhouse  was  built  near  the  meetinghouse  in  the  place  of 
its  predecessor,  on  the  site  of  the  schoolhouse  built  in  1649. 

1801 — Fire  engine  purchased  by  subscription  and  presented  to  the  town.  Twelve 
men  were  appointed  to  take  charge  of  it. 

1  MR  A  second  fire  engine  was  bought,  and  18  men  were  delegated  to  care  for  it. 

1  8  02  Building  of  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike,  from  Boston  toward  Providence 
as  far  as  Dedham  Village.  Fisher  Ames,  president. 

1  803 — Rev.  Joshua  Bates  was  installed  as  minister  of  the  First  Church  and  Parish 
in  Dedham.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Katharine  Lee  Bates,  author  of  "America  the 
Beautiful.” 
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Cashier  Bank  ™  formcJ-  ''Vill"d  <5>y.  President;  Jabez  Chickening, 

1818— Rev.  Joshua  Bates  resigned  as  minister  of  the  First  Church  md  p  •  i 

SKS  ^  Al™  ~ 

f  I,  .  1  r  remaining  Church  members  supported  the  call  of  the  Pi  rich  Th 

remaining  Chu^TaVd'^cons^to  be  "thTlega'uwners^  t 

the  historian,  Erastus  Worthineton  rn  he  rb  ■  r  .  ,  c  decision  is  said  by 

of  Dedham.  °rthington,  to  be  the  most  significant  single  event  in  the  history 

Those  who  withdrew  from  the  C'hurrK  /icio\  i  xt 

Society  ”  now  known  as  the  Alim  Congregation  Ch  ^h  Th  n  ^ 
remodelled  parsonage  in  the  meantime,  and  in  1820  Sled  Rev  Eben^  B^  m  ^ 

Ld  Parish  in De^him “in  m d^’"^  ^  installed  as  minister  of' the  Fi’rT Church 
.mi  m  utanam  in  18  18,  and  served  until  1860. 

of  thJold  "Th^lth8 r!hetCC“d  f\'82lt  iB  “Uthcm  B«  being  on  that 

presented  fo  a  serrate  scetiarif  '  h'"0ry  °f  'hC  °thCr  d""‘h«  °f  will  be 

18  19— George  Bird  became  owner  of  the  paper  mills. 

mitt«,“lL  wrk”°^'rdMoafn"  '°  De,dham’  WM  S0°"  d“"d  '»  'he  school  com- 

in  Franklin,  Mass  ,  aVd  as  a  ^^1  T  n  I*27  *•  He  seas  born 

of  the  fundamental  ideas  retrsrdin  ,  ed°  '  •'  SCh001  comm,tt“  arrived  at  some 

out  the  entire  country  8  8  wh'ch  W  into  effect  through, 

to  1  l-tn"*  T,1C  MeV|"1'  de  Lafayette  paused  for  one  hour,  on  August  2J  from  10-10 
since  three' ^m'the". tL" on “te'hm"  'd  Y  **00!  child™  had  waited 

on  the  riverbank  near  the  highway’ a,’  he  pissed.  ”  ”  "  ‘  "'0n  ‘h"  h'  Plantcd  a  will°w 

dedic.!,8edYTlh8C27.0mer  °f  'hC  Pre“"t  hous'  »'a!  laid-  The  building  was 

as  President  ™  ^  »“  **»  Bndieor, 

MeerSosfXh^d^^^/S^'^-  *  place  of  the 

banking  room  in  the  easterly  end  of  his  own  house'on  Norfolk  ° 

paaJVhrou*hdShaTon‘wf™"LAW^  ]“!T’  Pr^idcnt  5 ,f  [ha  United  States, 

...  A  7  or  tlle  Alavy,  Ciovernor  Marcy  of  New  York-  Gener-,1  wril-  r 

Mississippi  and  others.  The  partv  arrived  ir  ,K  i  °  *’  °  ,  1  ^  l,liams  of 

Walpole  artillery  (24  guns).P  d  b  VC’  announced  bX  a  salute  of 

livcre^'byCHor|SS  Janies^  Richardstm"  pT“  “  7  ^  »■>*"  an  address  was  de- 

in  ^ 
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183  6 — Dedham  celebrated  its  second  centennial.  Bells  were  rung  at  sunrise  and 
salute  of  100  guns  fired.  At  10:30  a  procession  was  formed  under  the  escort  of  the 
Dedham  Light  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  William  Pedrick,  with  the  Boston  Brass 
Band,  to  the  First  Parish  Church,  where  His  Excellency,  Edward  Everett,  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  attended  services.  The  address  was  by  Samuel  F.  Haven  of  Worcester, 
great  grandson  of  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Jason,  both  ministers  of 
the  Dedham  Church.  Governor  Everett  was  a  descendant  of  Richard  Everard,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Dedham. 

Scene  1 

Time  About  1800 

The  sunken  garden  back  of  Haven  House.  Samuel  Haven  poking  about  his  shrubs. 
Fisher  Ames,  Samuel  and  Eduard  Dowse  in  conversation.  Boys  playing  about. 

Ames.  Of  course,  Dedham  is  a  country  town;  all  the  better.  Life  is  richer  in 
these  villages. 

Dowse.  Glad  to  hear  you  say  that,  Ames.  My  wife  and  I  came  out  here  a  few 
years  ago  and  liked  it  so  well  that  we  are  building. 

Haven.  One  thing;  the  roads  are  so  rough  that  once  a  person  arrives  here  he 
never  wants  to  endure  the  torture  of  getting  out. 

Ames.  We  do  need  roads.  I’ve  been  talking  it  up  among  the  men  along  the  line 
and  we  propose  to  organize  a  company  to  build  a  turnpike  from  Boston  to  Providence. 

Dowse.  Fire  protection  is  what  this  town  needs  more  than  anything  else.  I  say 
we  ought  to  take  up  a  subscription  and  present  the  town  an  up-to-date  fire  engine. 

Jonathan  Avery.  ( entering )  When  it  comes  to  improvements  I  wish  I  could 
interest  you  gentlemen  in  our  new  industries.  We  ought  to  make  better  use  of  our 
water  power.  Cotton  is  the  big  thing  now.  It  grows  like  weeds  down  south,  but  this 
is  the  place  to  make  it  into  cloth, — right  here  in  Dedham.  I'd  like  to  see  some  of  these 
old  mills  made  over. 

Ames.  Worth  doing,  Avery.  Why  don’t  you  organize  a  company. 

Avery.  1  think  I  will. 

Ames.  But  what  worries  me  more  is  the  neglect  of  our  schooling.  Here  we  have 
a  new  brick  schoolhouse  right  on  the  spot  where  the  first  free  public  school  in  America, 
supported  by  general  taxation,  was  built,  and  our  children  get  little  use  of  it.  I  tell 
you  this  hap-hazard  way  of  keeping  school  whenever  the  teachers  feel  like  it  is  a  great 
waste.  The  town  should  vote  to  have  school  a  certain  number  of  months  each  year. 

Haven.  And  see  to  it  that  every  child  attends. 

Willard  Gay.  ( sauntering  in)  Good  morning,  gentlemen, — I  see  you  have  an 
illustrious  crew  of  workers  in  your  garden  this  morning. 

Haven.  I’m  cultivatin’  roses;  they  are  cultivatin’  fancy  notions  for  the  good 
of  the  town.  Ames  wants  a  turnpike,  Avery  wants  to  built  a  cotton  mill, — what  next? 

Gay.  If  you  ask  me,  I’d  say  a  bank.  There  is  enough  business  in  this  town  to 
make  it  go,  and  the  bank  would  help  business. 

Ames.  I  believe  it’s  coming. 

Jabez  Chickering.  You  know  what  I  think  would  do  this  town  more  good  than 
anything  else?  A  newspaper.  The  people  who  live  here  would  think  a  lot  more  of  their 
town  if  they  knew  more  about  it,  and  there  is  nothing  to  equal  the  columns  of  a  local 
newspaper  for  that. 

Ames.  Why  don’t  you  see  Theron  Metcalf,  Jabez?  He  is  a  likely  fellow, — good 
at  writing.  You  might  set  him  up  as  editor. 

Haven.  Ames,  all  joking  aside,  you  have  seen  a  lot  of  the  world,  and  I  notice 
that  you  always  come  back  to  Dedham  with  some  new  idea  of  improvin’  the  place.  I’ve 
watched  you  a  long  time  now,  and  it’s  my  opinion  that  if  your  ideas  were  carried  out 
Dedham  would  be  the  finest  town  in  the  country. 

[98] 


,  (  •• 

c)Ed  I 


■  ■  !.  )  i 


!..  1)1  VI  Jfl  j/u  ;  ■  :  ,  ■  ■■•:..  :  5  3  'J7< 

grjH|T»j|  Vo  LlEStfl-qnfi  'iHj  UOy 

ii  f  1 1  bluorlt  o  voi  ariT  .aiecw 

.jjninnjm  eidi  mlvu.^  icoy  ni  noJiov?  to  wn» Hw.Drulli 

on  a  <*•  bnt  ii  1 1 : \yi c  atom  ii  y»<!  i  nw< 

.icHj  io!  i9q;;qz'#on 

.lojffo  /»;  qu  ii.  70?  rHjiiffi  ijoY  .jtniiii  v  sl 

wan  smoi  \s  v  tcrli  :  ocd  an’oo  zvewIq  uo  /  Jtcb 


HOiTat:  ,i 


r,^J 


vl 


DEDHAM 
i  6  3  6 


TERCENTENARY 
1936 


Ames.  It’s  that  already.  Haven.  But  to  keep  ahead  it  must  always  grow.  Just 
as  your  roses  and  trees  must  keep  growing, — so  with  the  town. 

Scene  2 

Teamster,  (driving  by)  I  hear  ye  was  goin’  to  build  a  turnpike,  Senator  Ames- 
suppose  I  could  get  a  job? 

Scene  3 

Business  Office  (1807) 

Samuel  Lowder,  Jonathan  Avery,  Reuben  Guild,  Calvin  Guild,  Pliny  Bingham  and 
W  m.  Howe, — organizing  the  Norfolk  Cotton  Mfg.  Co. 

Scene  4 

Business  Office  (1814) 

Willard  Gay,  Jabez  Chickering  and  others  forming  the  Dedham  Bank. 

Scenes  $  and  6 
(Aug.  2 3,  1824) 

Ah/ens  Tavern,  10:10  p.  in.  Visit  of  Lafayette. 

Scene  7 

(1827)  Selectmen’s  room.  Horace  Mann,  John  Endicott,  Erastus  Worthington 
amt  others . 

Endicott.  We  have  come  to  congratulate  you,  Mr.  Mann,  on  your  election  to 
the  Great  and  General  Court.  It  is  a  distinction  to  any  man,  to  hold  the  office,  but  it 
is  a  distinction  to  our  town  to  have  you  fill  it. 

Worthington.  You  have  done  so  much  for  our  schools  here  in  Dedham  that 
we  hope  you  can  carry  your  ideas  into  the  legislature. 

Mann  I  remember  with  pride'  that  the  town  of  Dedham  was  the  first  to  vote 
or  a  free  school,  open  to  all  its  citizens,  and  supported  by  public  taxation.  You  were 
the  first  to  give  that  concrete  expression  to  the  desire  which  was  rapidly  growing  in 
every  town  of  that  day.  You  gave  that  ideal  to  the  whole  colony,— and  it  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  nation.  Today  it  is  the  corner  stone  of  our  great  republic. 

Worthington.  But  it  is  far  from  perfect  as  we  have  it  today,— or  as  it  was 
before  you  served  on  our  school  committee. 

Mann.  There  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  done.  You  know  my  ideals,— that  all  our 
schools  throughout  the  country,  should  be  brought  up  to  standard.  We  ought  to 
have  a  board  of  education  in  every  commonwealth.  There  should  be  an  organized  sys¬ 
tem  of  common  school  education  which  should  become  at  once  thorough  and  universal 

Endicott  If  you  can  carry  it  through  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  every  stat¬ 
in  the  union  will  follow  suit.  ; 

Mann.  I  dare  to  hope  so. 

Lamson.  (entering)  Gentlemen,  are  you  to  witness  the  dedication  of  our  new 
stone  court  house.  It  is  the  finest  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Scene  8 

After  the  Dedication,  group  of  citizens  discovered  in  conversation. 
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Samuel  Havfn.  I  remember  when  I  was  much  younger,  that  one  fine  morning 

n  June,  Edward  Dowse,  Fisher  Ames,  and  a  few  others  of  their  kind  fell  to  talking 

about  the  future  of  Dedham.  Fisher  Ames  was  just  about  to  build  his  turnpike. 

Worthington.  It  would  have  done  his  soul  good  to  see  the  dedication  of  this 

Court  House. 

Mann.  They  tell  me  he  was  much  interested  in  education. 

Endicott.  Harvard  College  tried  to  get  him  for  President,  but  his  health  was 
poor,  and  he  declined  it. 

Mann.  It  means  much  to  a  town  to  have  men  of  vision  thinking  always  of  its 
future. 

Haven.  And  I  remember  on  that  June  morning  in  my  father’s  garden  each  of 
the  men  told  what  he  would  like  to  see  happen  in  this  town, — turnpike,  cotton  mills, 
newspaper;  but  none  of  them  thought  of  a  railroad. 

Cobb.  Nor  a  saving’s  bank.  I  will  take  the  lead,  and  I  believe  we  can  start  a 
savings  bank  here; — do  the  town  as  much  good  as — 

Dr.  Burgess.  As  my  sermons? 

Alvan  Lamson.  Saving  grace? 

Burgess.  Lamson,  if  a  savings  bank  is  started  you  shall  have  the  first  account 

in  it. 

Scene  9 

Interior  of  the  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings.  Rev.  Ebenezer  Burgess,  President; 
Jonathan  H.  Cobb,  Treasurer;  Rev.  Alvan  Lamson  making  a  deposit.  1831) 

Act  VI 

The  Union — 1836-1886 

Historical  Notes — The  events  of  this  period  culminate  in  the  Civil  War.  Items  of 
local  history  are  for  the  most  part  overshadowed  by  the  response  of  Dedham  citizens  to 
the  call  of  the  Union. 

Sept.  20,  1848 — Abraham  Lincoln  visited  Dedham  on  his  way  to  Cambridge.  He 
was  speaking  in  behalf  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore,  Whig  candidates  for  the  Presidency. 
There  were  two  conventions  in  Dedham  that  day.  The  Eighth  District  Convention  at 
which  Horace  Mann  was  renominated  to  Congress,  and  the  Norfolk  Co.  Whig  Con¬ 
vention  at  which  Lincoln  spoke.  Hon.  James  Richardson  was  elected  President  of  the 
Whig  Convention  at  its  meeting  in  the  Norfolk  Hotel. 

Lincoln  arrived  by  train,  3:30  p.  m.  and  was  escorted  on  foot  by  the  "Dorchester 
Band  of  Musicians,”  leading  a  procession  of  about  100  citizens  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Taylor  Club.  The  Roxbury  Gazette  says  Mr.  Lincoln  was  accompanied  on  the 
cars  by  fifty-one  persons,  among  them  Hon.  George  H.  Monroe,  who  escorted  Mr. 
Lincoln  from  the  Tremont  House  in  Boston.  The  procession  went  first  to  "one  of  the 
finest  private  houses  in  Dedham,—”  (undoubtedly  the  Haven  House, — now  the  Com¬ 
munity  House)  and  later  to  Temperance  Hall  where  Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  the  first 
part  of  his  address.  He  was  interrupted  by  the  bell  of  the  Boston  train  and  excused 
himself  on  the  grounds  that  he  must  make  an  address  that  evening  in  Cambridge.  He 
was  escorted  to  the  station  by  about  5  0  men  who  afterward  returned  to  the  hall.  He 
was  in  a  black  alpaca  coat  and  turned  up  his  sleeves,  also  the  cuffs  of  his  shirt,  then 
removed  his  necktie  while  speaking. 

Officers  of  the  Dedham  Whig  Club  included:  President  Hon.  James  Richardson; 
Vice  Presidents,  Ezra  W.  Taft;  Alvan  Fisher;  John  Gardner;  Secretaries,  Enos  Ford, 
George  H.  Monroe;  Treasurer,  Abiather  Richards;  Directors,  Samuel  C.  Mann,  Stephen 
Bates,  Merrill  D.  Ellis,  John  King,  George  Winslow,  William  Smith,  Oliver  Capen, 
Carmi  Richmond,  Charles  Ellis,  Eben  S.  Fisher. 
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1849.  The  Norfolk  Co.  Railroad  to  Blackstone  was  opened. 

18U.  Sept.  15,  First  High  School  was  opened  in  Masonic  Hall  with  Charles  J. 
Capen  first  Master.  (Served  one  year  and  was  followed  by  Carlos  Slafter. ) 

1  8  5  5.  First  High  School  building  erected.  (Dedicated  Dec.  10.) 

1861.  Lincoln’s  call  for  75,000  volunteers. 

April  23.  Ladies  of  Dedham  sent  60  flannel  shirts  to  the  Governor  for  the  soldiers. 
May  6.  Town  meeting  called  and  voted  "to  stand  by  the  volunteers  and  protect 
their  families  during  the  war.” 

First  company  of  volunteers  formed. 

Aug.  Dedham  volunteers  mustered  into  service  of  the  United  States  as  Co.  F., 
Eighteenth  Regiment,  Mass.  Volunteer  infantry.  Regiment  commanded  by  Col.  James 
Barnes.  All  commissioned  officers  and  fifty-six  men  of  this  company  belonged  in  Ded¬ 
ham.  Henry  Onion,  Capt.,  Chas.  \V.  Carroll,  1st  Lieut.,  Fisher  A.  Baker,'”  2nd  Lieut. 
Nine  Dedham  men  were  in  Co.  H  of  the  same  regiment. 

Aug.  26.  Volunteers  left  for  the  front. 

Oct.  2  8.  Capt.  Onion  resigned  his  commission.  Chas.  W.  Carroll  was  com¬ 
missioned  captain. 

Scenes  1  and  2 

Court  Street,  Norfolk  Hotel  and  Temperance  Hall 
(Sept.  20,  1848.  A  hot  day). 

Delegates  are  in  convention.  Hon.  John  Richardson  elected  President.  Hon. 
Horace  Mann  is  renominated  to  Congress — (by  the  eighth  District  Convention). 

4:30  p.  m.  Abraham  Lincoln,  M.C.  from  Ill.,  (black  alpaca  coat),  is  escorted  on 
foot  through  the  streets  by  Hon.  George  H.  Monroe,  brass  band,  and  about  5  0  citizens. 
The  procession  is  to  Haven  House,  where  Mr.  Lincoln  is  received  by  host.  Mr.  Lin¬ 
coln  walks  over  to  Temperance  Hall,  makes  an  address,  but  on  hearing  the  bell  on  the 
Boston  bound  train,  breaks  off  his  address  abruptly  and  rushes  to  the  train — because  he 
nas  to  speak  in  Cambridge  that  evening. 

Civil  War  Period 
Scene  3 

Dedham  Common,  (Aug.  1861) 

Lieuts.  Charles  W.  Carroll  and  Fisher  A.  Baker,  in  command  of  a  company  of 
men,  take  leave  and  march — to  the  front.  (Co.  F.  18th  Reg.  M.V.L.) 

Scene  4 

Dedham  Church  Service,  (Aug.  )1,  1862) 

Courier  appears  with  message.  Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Bailey  reads  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion. 

A  desperate  battle  was  fought  at  Bull  Run.  Many  of  our  gallant  boys 
who  left  just  a  year  ago  have  been  severely  wounded,  some,  we  fear  have  given 
up  th  eir  lives  to  save  the  Union.  We  must  meet  this  tragic  news  with  the 
same  courage  that  fires  the  breasts  of  the  boys  who  are  still  at  the  front  de¬ 
fending  us. 

Our  noble  President  calls  for  more  volunteers — and  for  medical  supplies — lint, 
bandages,  and  whatever  your  hearts  prompt  you  to  send. 

Selectman.  May  I  rise  to  second  all  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey  has  said,  and  to  re¬ 
mind  you  that  this  is  the  third  call  for  volunteers.  I  wish  you  could  have  been  in  the 
town  house  when  we  were  recruiting  for  the  second  call.  Old  Jordan,  whose  boy  was 
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killed  in  action  at  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  was  the 
56  men  in  Co.  F.  of  the  18th  who  left  us  a  year  ago. 
captain,  in  place  of  Capt.  Onion  who  resigned.  69  m 
Co.  1.  of  the  3  5th.  Now  this  is  the  third  call  and  wo 
President  wants  122  more  men  from  Dedham. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bailey.  You  have  heard  the  appeal.  ' 
in  the  Parish  House  to  prepare  bandages.  May  we  dost 
tioti  rises).  May  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 


Scene  5 

The  Dedication  of  Memorial  Hall,  (Sept.  29,  1869) 

Address  by  Erastus  Worthington. 

Keys  delivered  by  Waldo  Colburn  to  Ezra  W.  Taft,  chairman  of  the  selectmen. 

Chairman  Taft  unveils  Alvan  Fisher’s  copy  of  the  Stuart  equestrian  portrait  of 
George  Washington. 

Act  VII 

Historical  Notes:  The  period  from  1886  to  1936  witnessed  the  Spanish  War  of 
’98  and  the  World  War  from  April  16,  1917  to  November  11,  1918.  Dedham  did 
her  share  in  these  as  in  all  previous  national  emergencies.  Our  scenario  takes  account 
of  the  World  War  memorial  dedication  service  which  was  held  May  17,  193  1.  Music 
was  provided  by  the  Weymouth  Post  Band  and  the  Dedham  High  School  Glee  Club. 
Rev.  Francis  Lee  Whittemore  made  the  invocation.  Daniel  R.  Beckford,  Jr.,  chairman 
of  the  Memorial  Committee  presided.  Commander  Albert  Werner  of  the  American 
Legion  unveiled  the  monument,  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Beckford  in  behalf  of 
the  committee  to  Mr.  Anson  H.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Com¬ 
mander  John  F.  Dervan  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  placed  a  wreath  of  Laurel  at 
the  base  of  the  monument.  An  address  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Francis  J.  Good, 
past  Department  Commander  of  the  American  Legion.  Rev.  George  P.  O’Conor 
pronounced  the  benediction,  the  salute  was  fired,  taps  sounded,  and  the  ceremony 
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The  Fairbanks  Family  held  its  annual  reunion  at  the  old  homestead  August  19. 
Members  of  the  great  family  gathered  from  all  quarters  to  form  their  "Circle  of 
Friendship  around  the  oldest  frame  house  now  standing  in  America.” 

Scene  1 

Charles  River  basin,  showing  floods  of  March,  193  6. 

Scene  2 

Stone  Park,  Sunday,  May  17,  1936.  American  Legion  Posts  of  Norfolk  County 
assemble  for  service  of  commemoration. 

Scene  3 

First  Church,  Sunday,  May  24.  Military  bodies  of  Dedham  escort  Commander 
John  E.  Bronson  to  annual  Memorial  Day  service. 

Scene  4 

The  "Old  Fairbanks  House,”  August  19.  Reunion  of  the  Fairbanks  Family. 

Scene  5 

Finale 

NOTE — Pictures  of  the  Tercentenary  Parade  were  made  on  Sept.  lii.  and  are  now  included 
as  part  of  the  Tercentenary  Film. 
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Dedham  Tercentenary  Parade 

Parades  are  always  expected  and  conceded  to  be  the  most  spectacular  and  popular 
feature  of  any  celebration.  The  parade  which  celebrated  Dedham’s  Tercentenary  ful- 
hlled  all  expectations.  It  took  place  Saturday  afternoon,  Sept.  19,  and  was  witnessed 
by  a  throng  of  seventy-five  thousand  people  lining  the  two-mile  route  of  the  parade 
and  congregating  in  greatest  numbers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reviewing  stands  at  the 
Norfolk  County  Court  House  and  Norfolk  Registry  of  Deeds.  From  these  vantage 
points,  town,  county,  state  and  national  officers  reviewed  the  thousands  of  marchers, 
bands,  military  units,  civic  and  commercial  floats,  and  decorated  cars  of  the  parade 
which  took  more  than  an  hour  to  pass.  Close  by  the  stands  two  twenty-five  piece  bands 
took  turns  in  playing  the  parade  by. 

The  afternoon  sun  of  an  equable  September  day  lighted  to  resplendency  the  color¬ 
ful  festoons  and  drapings  of  tri-color,  and  blue  and  buff  on  all  public  buildings  and 
many  private  homes;  the  national  banner  swirled  in  the  breeze  over  the  heads  of 
paraders  and  spectators;  lending  distinction  to  the  occasion  was  the  Tercentenary  seal 
in  silver  on  a  blue  ground,  forming  part  of  the  decoration  on  many  buildings;  the 
thronged  sidewalks  held  a  happy  citizenry  increased  in  number  by  visitors  from  daughter 
towns  and  Dedham’s  own  sons  and  daughters  returning  from  many  near  and  far-distant 
places  for  the  birthday  party;  laughter,  applause,  community  pride,  neighborliness,  and 
music  mingled  as  the  notable  spectacle  of  Dedham’s  past  and  present  moved  by. 

The  parade  was  the  fruition  of  plans  made  early  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  program.  Dr.  Hollis  G.  Batchelder,  a  prominent  physician  of  the  town,  an 
over-seas  World  W'ar  veteran  and  ranking  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Medical 
Reserve,  was  elected  chief  marshal  and  chairman  of  the  parade  committee.  Charles  S. 
Liscom  was  his  able  secretary.  From  Mr.  Liscom  we  have  the  following  account  of 
the  event:  It  was  planned  to  have  five  divisions  —  military,  veterans’  organizations, 
schools  and  Scouts,  civic,  fire  and  police  departments.  The  towns  formed  out  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  Dedham  grant,  14  in  number,  were  invited  to  participate.  In  order  to  facilitate 
organization,  circular  letters  and  entry  blanks  were  distributed  to  local  societies  and 
business  men.  As  an  example  of  the  lively  interest  in  the  parade  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  although  the  committee  had  hoped  to  complete  all  arrangements  by  Sept.  1, 
so  many  applications  for  place  in  line  were  received  after  the  printed  roster  was  issued,' 
Sept.  9,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  revised  list  printed  in  the  Dedham  Transcript 
of  Sept.  18,  and  at  parade  time  other  unclassified  displays  were  found  in  line. 

An  effoit  was  made  to  have  as  many  as  possible  of  those  who  participated  in  the 
parade  of  fifty  years  ago  (  1886)  even  as  school  children,  take  part  in  this  parade.  Mr. 

Henry  M  Carey  and  Mr.  William  A.  Moore  were  in  charge  of  the  unit.  The  response 

was  gratifying.  Among  those  who  either  marched  or  rode,  as  their  physical  capabili¬ 
ties  permitted,  were:  John  E.  Fisher,  Dr.  Walter  H.  Young,  Frank  B.  Young,  Erastus 
Worthington,  John  H.  Sullivan,  George  G.  Darling,  Jeremiah  J.  Sullivan,  Austin  Bur- 
•ii m*  Reubcn  A'  Richards’  J°hn  P.  Cavanaugh,  John  E.  Moore,  Richard  A.  Mande- 

ville,  James  J.  Mandeville,  Frank  L.  Leonard,  John  J.  Morrissey,  Francis  W.  Lyons, 

Fred  Poch,  Thomas  J.  Brennan,  Henry  M.  Carey,  Wfilliam  A.  Moore,  all  of  Precinct  1. 

Also  Willis  Van  Wagenen,  now  of  Holyoke;  Frank  Powers,  now  of  Needham; 
Emile  Vautrinot,  now  of  Cambridge;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Fellows,  now  of  Hyde  Park;  Mrs! 
Waldo  Wcatherbee,  now  of  Auburndale;  and  Miss  Winifred  E.  Sanborn,  now  of  Chico- 
pee;  James  E.  Sullivan,  William  Dellmuth,  Julius  Dellmuth,  John  A.  Hirsch,  John  W. 
Leonard,  Carl  Wagner,  George  WL  Withington,  Daniel  Beckford,  Henry  A.  Pippin, 
Joseph  J.  Ross,  Charles  H.  Collins,  Charles  S.  Liscom,  Herbert  Crosby,  Fred  A.  Kings¬ 
bury,  John  Foley,  Benjamin  H.  Greenhood,  Luke  C.  MacGuinness,  Matthew  J. 


r— 


t 


LANDING  PLACE  OF  THE 
F-IRST  SETTLE  f<S 


(-1— _  :  i  iTnnnnr 

.i..tuiui an nuuma 4mfiiuifi/>imi^J  i  j|[ 


■  ■  . 


■ 

y"n'J  ■nur^ 

A™] 


m 


DE  1)1 1  AM 

1 6  3  6 


TERCENTENARY^^* 
1936  ^ 


m 


106 


SKjBa&sS 


&  — 


=i 


Mac  Guinness,  Rosanna  V.  Nolan,  Katherine  F.  Kennedy,  Ann  Kennedy,  Dolly  L.  Wales, 
Charles  M.  Cox,  George  Goding,  Walter  Chambers,  Mrs.  Loring. 

When  the  day  of  the  parade  arrived  after  weeks  of  planning,  details  well  worked 
out,  decorations  in  place,  it  looked  almost  up  to  the  last  minute  as  if  no  parade  would 
take  place.  A  storm  of  terrific  wind  and  rain  set  in  Friday,  the  day  before,  and  con¬ 
tinued  all  night  into  the  mid-morning  hours.  At  the  very  latest  minute,  however,  the 
fates  relented,  the  weather  cleared  and  Dedham  was  granted  a  well-nigh  perfect  day 
tor  her  major  event. 

Reviewing  the  parade  officially  were  His  Excellency,  Governor  of  Massachusetts 
James  M.  Curley,  Chairman  of  the  Tercentenary  Committee,  Dr.  Arthur  M.  Worthing¬ 
ton,  Congressman  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth,  Rev.  George  P.  O’Conor,  Com.  John  E. 
Bronson,  Brig.  Gen.,  Dwight  E.  Fullerton,  foimer  U.  S.  Asst.  Attorney  General  Charles 
Warren. 

Through  the  fine  cooperation  of  Chief  of  Police  John  Cahill  and  his  assisting 
officers  along  the  route  of  the  parade,  the  streets  were  kept  clear  of  automobile  parking, 
making  it  possible  for  the  watchers  to  have  unobstructed  view  and  eliminating  confu¬ 
sion.  Owing  to  police  efficiency,  the  careful  planning  of  the  committee  and  the  fine 
holiday  spirit  of  the  immense  concourse  of  townspeople,  practically  no  incident  occurred 
to  mar  the  spirit  and  dignity  of  the  occasion. 

The  parade  was  formed  on  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  Oakdale  Square,  a  place 
well  suited  to  the  purpose.  Starting  at  three  o’clock  from  this  point  the  column 
marched  along  Oakdale  avenue  by  way  of  Walnut  st.  to  Hartnett  sq.,  thence  along 
High  st.  to  the  reviewing  point  at  the  Court  House,  proceeding  thence  to  designated 
disbanding  points.  At  the  church  green,  High  st.,  motion  pictures  of  the  parade  were 
taken  by  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  for  permanent  record  of  the  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mittee.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Finn  and  many  newspaper  photographers  also  recorded 
the  parade  with  their  cameras. 

The  Dedham  Rotary  Club  offered  a  prize  for  the  best  float  entered  by  towns 
originally  part  of  Dedham.  Fifteen  towns  competed,  their  entries  original  and  strikingly 
beautiful.  The  Tercentenary  committee  offered  prizes  for  the  best  entries  in  the  Civic 
division.  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Pratt,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Mills  and  Mr.  Earl  W.  Pilling  acted  as 
judges. 

The  prizes,  sun-gold  plaques,  were  awarded  in  three  classes  as  follows:  Class  1, 
Historical  floats  entered  by  towns,  once  part  of  Dedham  territory,  First  prize,  Walpole, 
"Old  Sawmill”;  Second  Prize,  Millis,  "King  Philip  Trees”;  Third  Prize,  Westwood,  "The 
Old  Town  Pound.”  Class  2,  Historical  Floats  entered  by  local  firms  and  organizations: 
First  Prize,  Edward  J.  Keelan  and  Son,  "The  Minute  Man”;  Second  Prize,  Catholic 
Women's  Club,  "Women’s  Occupations  in  Colonial  Days”;  Third  Prize,  East  Dedham 
Improvement  and  Athletic  Club,  "Replica  of  163  6  House.”  Class  3,  Best  decorated 
business  truck  or  car:  First  prize,  Campanella  Bros.,  "The  Birthday  Cake”;  Second  prize, 
Norwood  Rotary  Club,  "Rotary  International”;  Third  prize,  A.  T.  Chase  Corp.,  "Birch 
Bark  Canoe.” 

Special  prizes  for  high  excellence  were  also  awarded  the  following:  Class  1,  Need¬ 
ham,  "Town  Seal”;  Norwood,  "Ezra  Morse  Mill”;  Medfield,  "Peak  House”;  Wrentham, 
"Town  Seal”;  Wellesley,  "Town  Seal”;  Norfolk,  "Old  Choir.”  Class  2:  Italian  Kitchen, 
"Settlers  Buying  Land  from  Indians”;  Dedham  Hunting  and  Fishing  Association, 
"Huntsman  Hut  and  Skins.” 

The  scores  of  floats  depicting  life  in  Dedham  through  three  hundred  years  drew 
thunderous  applause  as  they  passed  by,  some  motorized  and  some  horse  or  ox-drawn.  Not 
all  could  receive  a  prize  but  all  seemed  to  merit  one.  Among  the  many  floats  worthy  of 
note  was  that  of  Wildey-Rebekah  Lodge,  a  pert  old-time  buggy  drawn  by  a  smart 
stepping  roadster  in  which  were  seated  in  costume  "John  and  Priscilla  Alden”,  the  for¬ 
mer,  Amasa  Alden,  direct  descendant  of  John  and  Priscilla  Alden,  and  the  latter 
Miss  Luella  Schaefer. 
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The  Associated  Italian  Clubs  on  their  float  showed  "Christopher  Columbus  and 
Queen  Isabella.  The  Society  in  Dedham  for  the  Apprehension  of  Horse  Thieves  pre¬ 
sented,  "A  Thief  Caught  by  its  Officers”;  the  Tuesday  Nite  Club,  an  old  Tallyho  with 
thirteen  members  of  the  club  in  old  time  costume  riding  on  top.  Dedham  Council, 
K.  of  C.  depicted,  Transportation  in  1790.”  Dedham  Grange  presented,  "The  First 
Public  School”;  Riverdale  Improvement  Society,  "Powder  House  atop  Dedham’s  Historic 
Rock  ;  The  Dedham  Transcript,  How  the  Dedham  Transcript  Plant  Looked  When 
Grandpa  Courted  Grandma  ;  the  Contentment  Tea  Room  brought  to  life  its  well 
known  sign  of  the  two  little  old  ladies  and  their  cat;  Dedham  Community  House 
showed  in  the  limited  space  of  the  float  its  many  adult  and  youth  activities;  the  Manor 
Women  s  Club,  A  Hayrigging  Scene.”  Each  float  deserves  special  mention  and  all 
will  be  found  in  the  parade  roster  which  follows. 
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PARADE  ROSTER 

Chief  Marshal— Lt.  Col.  Hollis  G.  Batchelder,  Med. -Res.,  U.  S.  A.,  Past  Commander 

Dedham  Post  18  A.  L. 

Chief-of -Staff  Lieut.  (J.  G.)  James  R.  Hooper,  U.  S.  N.  (Ret.) 

Adjutant—  1st.  Lieut.  Anson  H.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Past  Commander  Dedham 

Post  18  A.  L. 

Liaison  Officers — Patrolman  Thomas  F.  Bready,  Comrade  John  Keegan,  Dedham  Post 

No.  18,  A.  L. 

Honorary  Staff—  Brig.  General  E.  Dwight  Fullerton,  M.  N.  G.  (Ret.);  Post  Commander 
John  E.  Bronson,  Charles  W.  Carroll  Post,  No.  144,  G.  A.  R.;  Major  George  P. 
O’Conor,  Chaplain  102nd  F.  A.,  M.  N.  G.;  Major  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth,  U.  S. 
A.  (Ret.),  U.  S.  Congressman;  Captain  Arthur  M.  Worthington,  M.  C.,  U.  S.  A. 
Ret.),  Chairman  Dedham  Tercentenary  Committee;  Thomas  T.  Doggett,  Jr.,  U. 
S.  N.  (Ret.),  Selectman  of  Dedham;  Andrew  G.  Geishecker,  Selectman  of  Dedham; 
Lieut.  John  J.  Shea,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Selectman  of  Dedham. 

Staff — Col.  Thomas  F.  Murphy,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Past  Commander  Dedham  Post  No. 
18,  A.  L.;  Major  Frederick  Breen,  M.  N.  G.;  Major  Harold  L.  Babcock,  U.  S.  A. 
(Ret.);  Capt.  Arthur  Williams,  A.  C.,  Res.  U.  S.  A.;  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Tiede.  Med. 
Res.,  U.  S.  A.;  Capt.  Robert  Bishop,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Past  Commander  Dedham 
Post  No.  18,  A.  L.;  Capt.  Herbert  R.  Gould,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.);  Capt.  Edward 
Wright,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.);  Lieut.  Alexander  Strong,  U.  S.  N.  (Ret.),  Past  Com¬ 
mander  Dedham  Post,  No.  18,  A.  L.;  Lieut.  George  W.  Gibson,  3  02nd  Inf.  Res.; 
Lieut.  James  E.  Sullivan,  Dent.  Res.,  U.  S.  A.;  Lieut.  Sidney  S.  Batchelder,  U.  S. 
A.  (Ret.);  Lieut.  Robert  St.  B.  Boyd,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Past  Commander  Dedham 
Post,  No.  18,  A.  L.;  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Donovan,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Commander 
Dedham  Post,  No.  18,  A.  L.;  Lieut.  James  E.  Gould,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.);  Lieut. 
Charles  J.  Hurley,  Jr.,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.);  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Harris,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.), 
Past  Commander  Dedham  Post,  No.  18,  A.  L.;  Lieut.  Ralph  D.  Pettingell,  U.  S. 
A.  (Ret.);  Lieut.  Mason  Sears,  U.  S.  A.  (Ret.),  Past  Commander  Dedham  Post, 
No.  18,  A.  L.;  Ensign  James  E.  McGowan,  U.  S.  N.  (Ret.),  Past  Commander 
Dedham  Post,  No.  18,  A.  L.;  2nd  Lieut.  E.  M.  Fagioli,  376th  Inf.  Res.;  2nd 
Lieut.  W.  V.  Caroselli,  Jr.,  3  02nd  Inf.  Res.;  Past  Commander  Lucius  Cummings, 
Dedham  Post,  No.  18,  A.  L.,  Past  Commander  Frank  Fay,  Dedham  Post,  No.  18, 
A.  L.;  Past  Commander  Albert  Werner,  Dedham  Post,  No.  18,  A.  L. 

Formation 

1.  Honorary  Police  Detail — Chief  John  F.  Cahill,  Dedham;  Chief  Thomas  P. 
Evans,  Natick;  Chief  Coleman  J.  Hogan,  Medfield;  Chief  Leo  F.  Cassidy,  Medway; 
Chief  Arthur  T.  Scholl,  Millis;  Chief  Perley  Dexter,  Wrentham;  Chief  Walter  P.  Burke, 
Franklin;  Chief  Douglas  Rockwood,  Norfolk;  Chief  Chester  A.  Meyer,  Plain ville ; 
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Chief  Arthur  T.  Bliss,  Needham;  Chief  William  J.  Fleming,  Wellesley;  Chief  Wilfred 
N.  Dufresne,  Bellingham;  Chief  Levi  S.  Thompson,  Walpole;  Chief  Wendell  B.  Hig¬ 
gins,  Dover,  Chief  William  H.  Sullivan,  Norwood;  Chief  George  M.  McGilly,  Westwood. 
Chief  Marshal  and  Staff  —  Colors:  white  and  gold;  Lilly’s  Dedham  Band;  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  James  M.  Curley  and  Staff;  Dedham  Tercentenary 
Committee,  Capt.  Arthur  M.  Worthington,  chairman. 

Honorary  Staff;  Invited  Guests;  Parade  Committee;  Paraders  of  18  86;  Mill  Village 
Old  Home  Association. 

2.  First  Division  —  Staff  Colors,  light  blue  and  gold;  Battalion  Staff  13th  Infan¬ 
try;  Battalion  13th  Infantry  and  Band;  U.  S.  Marines;  Provisional  Battalion  101st 
Infantry  M.  N.  G.  and  Band.  First  Division  will  form  on  Cedar  street  south,  right 
resting  on  Daniel  R.  Beckford,  Jr.,  square.  Upon  detrucking,  the  trucks  will  proceed 
under  police  escort  to  vicinity  of  the  Dedham  Common. 

3.  Second  Division  —  Staff  Colors,  dark  blue  and  gold;  Marshal  James  Purdon, 
Commander  U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Jones  Post,  V.  F.  W.;  Chief  of  Staff  Frederick  Schortmann, 
Commander  Norfolk  County  Council,  V.  F.  W.;  Adjutant  Jacob  Schaefer,  John  A. 
Cleary  Camp  34,  S.  W.  V.;  Bostonia  Band;  Color  Guard  Post  144,  G.  A.  R.  —  sons 
and  grandsons  uniformed  and  equipped  as  of  Civil  War  period;  Massed  Colors,  V.  F. 
W.;  John  A.  Cleary  Camp  34,  S.  W.  V.  and  visiting  comrades — auto;  U.  S.  S.  Jacob 
Jones  Post  2017,  V.  F.  W.  and  visiting  comrades;  Sons  of  Legion  Band,  Norwood;  Ded¬ 
ham  Post  18,  A.  L.  and  visiting  comrades;  Gold  Star  Mothers;  Spanish  War  Veterans’ 
Auxiliary  and  visiting  sisters;  U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Jones  Post  2017,  V.  F.  W.  Auxiliary  and 
visiting  sisters;  Dedham  Post  18,  A.  L.  Auxiliary  and  visiting  sisters.  Second  Division 
will  form  on  Sanderson  avenue,  right  resting  on  Daniel  R.  Beckford,  Jr.  square. 

4.  Third  Division  —  Staff  Colors,  yellow  and  gold;  Marshal,  Ray  W.  Spalding; 
Chief  of  Staff,  Newton  M.  Kimball;  Adjutant,  William  Polishook;  Staff,  Lawrence  L. 
Brown,  William  Sutherland,  Frank  C.  Heald,  Elsie  Moody,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Robinson;  Rose 
Bauer,  Drum  Major,  of  East  Dedham-Norwood  Band;  Ames  Junior  High  School;  Avery 
Junior  High  School;  Needham  Girl  Scouts  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps;  Oakdale  Junior 
High  School;  Boy  Scouts;  Sea  Scouts  under  Com.  Walter  Quinn;  Girl  Scouts  Bugle 
Corps,  Leader,  George  Carter;  Girl  Scouts  and  Girl  Scouts  Float.  Third  Division  will 
form  on  Fairview  street,  right  resting  on  Oakdale  avenue.  After  passing  the  reviewing 
stand  at  the  Court  House  this  division  will  turn  left  on  Court  street,  disband  and 
occupy  space  reserved  for  them  on  the  Court  House  lawn. 

5.  Fourth  Division  —  Staff  Colors,  green  and  gold;  Marshal,  Lyman  E.  Matta; 
Chief  of  Staff,  Oliver  A.  Richards;  Adjutant,  Harold  E.  Rosen;  Staff,  Joseph  E.  Ben¬ 
nett,  Andrew  B.  Brindley,  William  Hemming,  John  F.  McDonough,  Festus  M.  O’Don¬ 
nell,  Arnold  Ross,  Frank  Schoener,  William  P.  Shea,  Joseph  F.  Shevory,  B.  Norman 
Westgard;  241st  Coast  Artillery  Band;  Floats  from  Towns  set  off  from  Dedham:  led  by 
Robert  Bailey  and  George  Willard.  Lawrence  Hart,  descendant  of  Fairbanks  Family, 
impersonating  George  Washington  on  his  horse;  Medfield,  replica  of  Peak  House;  Med¬ 
way;  Millis,  King  Philip  Tree  and  Indians;  Wrentham,  Town  Seal;  Franklin;  Norfolk, 
Choir;  Needham,  Town  Seal;  Wellesley,  Town  Seal;  Walpole,  Old  Saw  Mill;  Norwood, 
Old  Mill,  first  industry;  Westwood,  Town  Pound;  Holy  Name  Society,  West  Roxbury 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps. 

Floats 

Dedham  Post  18,  A.  L.  and  Legion  Auxiliary  —  History  of  the  Amercan  Legion 
and  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

H.  L.  Wardle  Drug  Co.  — —  Decorated  business  truck.  Replica  of  original  drug 
store,  when  owned  by  Benjamin  F.  Smith. 

Dedham  Antique  Shop  —  Decorated  business  truck.  Antique  Gov.  Winthrop 

desk. 


[108] 

(•  j _ ...  I _ M  1 


w 

% 


I  E 


| 

m 

\  \ 


H 


\{f  THE  "K EYE" 

0  DEDHAM  PLANTATION 


1  I  -- 


|ni  LANDING  PLACE  OF  THE  ''Y  , 
b,  FIRST  SETTLERS  Q, 

r 


•  rnr n ■  ■aril  to  >oma 

/fi!_  •:*.<  •  ' 

•qicQ  aijiui!  Ini  f.  ;  ■  ‘ 


y  .»/  A  iioijjvI  .  i  .A  ,81  JeoH  rn i 

.\iril  :uA  nrnjji  I  ntaintn/  n« 


>jiAl  —  q. ■  .r  auj  JnA  rneift>‘jG 


HOITATH  Jf)  ./I/-  --'Ctd 


BED  I  S  AM 
1636 


TERCENTENARY 
I  9  3  6 


t  d 

vV'iu  i 


Thi 


is  year 


Period  costumes. 


Samuel  Dexter  Lodge,  I  O.  O.  F.  -  Historical  display  _  Amasa  Alden,  one  of 
our  oldest  citizens  John  and  Priscilla  Alden”,  with  Miss  Luella  Schaefer,  in  buggy. 

edham  Catholic  Women’s  Club  —  Float  depicting  the  occupations  of  the  women 
16  ;6. 

Dedham  Council  K.  of  C.  —  Ox  team.  Old  method  of  transportation.  "Uncle  Eph  ” 

Dedham  Hunt  and  Fish  Club.  "A  log  house  in  163  6,”  covered  with  skins. 

Sons  of  Italy  —  Boys  Junior  Lodge  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps. 

Associated  Italian  Societies: — 

Sons  of  Italy  —  Boys  Junior  Lodge,  Girls  Junior  Lodge,  some  in  Italian  costume. 

I ta  un-American  Citizens’  Club  —  Float,  "Columbus  and  Queen  Isabella.” 

Italian  Kitchen  —  Historical  Float,  "Settlers  buying  land  from  Indians.” 

Campanella  Bros.  —  Historical  subject.  Huge  birthday  cake 

Dedham  Transcript  —  "As  of  1870.”  Printing  Press,  and  helpers. 

Black  s  Auto  Service  —  "State  House  Replica.” 

Tuesday  Nite  Club  —  Four-Horse  Tally  Ho  group  in  costume. 

East  Dedham  Improvement  and  Athletic  Club  —  "A  house  in  1636”  also  group 
Guarding  wife  and  children  to  church  in  1690.” 

Edward  J.  Keelan  —  "Concord  Minute  Man.” 

Mr.  E.  J.  Keelan,  Sr.  depicted  this  scene  in  parade  of  50  years  ago. 

his  grandson  took  his  place. 

A.  T.  Chase  Corp.  —  Birch  bark  canoe. 

Dedham  Grange  —  "First  school  in  Dedham,  1637.” 

Colonial  Girls  June  Reith,  Eleanor  Stewart,  on  horseback. 

Riverdale  Improvement  Association  —  "Old  Powder  House.” 

Norfolk  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  —  Historical  subject,  "First  Insurance  Building.” 

Norfolk  County  Agricultural  School.  Float.  4-H  Service  Club  and  Alumni, 
edham  Postal  Association  with  delegations  from  towns  in  county. 

Marching  led  by  Postmaster  J.  R.  Delaney. 

Dedham  Savings  Bank  —  Historical  subject,  "First  Deposit  183  1.” 

Society  in  Dedham  for  the  Apprehending  of  Florse  Thieves.  Cavalry  Escort 

Boston  Lightning  Rod  Co.  — •  Historical  Float,  "The  Old  Church.” 

Dedham  Community  House  —  Float. 

Contentment  Tea  Room  —  Float. 

Manor  y  omen's  Club  —  Hayrigging  with  groups  of  young  people. 

August""'"  ,»62  ~,rbankS  Tent'  °-  U'  V'  -  F1°«'  "Work  of  Dedham  Women. 

Decorated  Cars 

St.  Catherine  s  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  of  Norwood,  Ladies’  Auxiliary  A  O  H 
auto  with  officers;  St.  Mary’s  Branch,  L.  C.  B.  A.  1436;  King’s  Daughters’;  Daughters 
of  Isabella;  Quincy  Parent  Teachers  Assn.;  Dedham  Curtain  Shop;  Dedham  Emergency 
Nursing  Association;  Social  Service  Board;  Young’s  Beauty  Shop  —  Horse  drawn 
hay  wagon  and  auto  display.  Old  and  new  way  of  going  to  the  hairdresser;  Dedham 
Custom  Laundry  —  one  horse  wagon,  three  trucks;  Mitchell’s  Taxi  —  old  depot  car¬ 
nage,  modern  sedan  taxi;  Fisher  Dairy  —  two  decorated  trucks;  Holmbergs  —  deco- 
lated  auto;  Geishccker’s  Store;  Dedham  Insurance  Partnership  —  four  business  cars; 
Colburn’s  Garage  —  decorated  car;  Francis  Walley  —  Cape  Cod  cottage;  Rosen  Bros.’, 
Inc.  — -  decorated  truck;  D.  F.  Maher  Co.  —  decorated  truck;  La  Favorita  Stores  — 
decorated  truck;  Boston  Lightning  Rod  Co  —  two  trucks;  Fisher  Churchill  Co.  —  three 
or  four  trucks;  Metropolitan  Oil  Co'.  —  truck;  D.  D.  Sullivan  —  three  trucks;  Colonial 
Beacon  Oil;  East  Dedham  Garage;  Town  of  Dedham  Trucks;  Cities  Service  Co.;  Ded¬ 
ham  Lumber  Co.;  Swanson  Ice  and  Oil  Co.;  La  Roma  Cafe;  Vitelli  Market;  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Heating  Co.;  Elmer  Schriwer  Oakdale  Ice  Co.;  4-H  Club;  Cetlin’s  Service  Station; 

L.  J.  Brody  —  truck;  O’Meara  Motors;  Gulf  Oil  Corp.;  Edison  Electric  Light;  Nor¬ 
wood  Veterinary  Hospital. 
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6.  Fifth  Division  —  Staff  Colors,  red  and  gold;  Marshal,  Chief  Henry  J.  Harri- 
gan;  Chief  of  Staff,  Joseph  C.  Nagle;  Adjutant,  Francis  O’Neil;  Aide,  John  Lyons. 
Fire  Departments:  Dedham  —  Chief’s  car  with  Deputies,  four  pumping  engines,  two 
ladder  trucks;  Watertown  —  Chief  John  W.  O’Hearn,  pumping  engine;  Medway  — 
Chief  John  P.  McGowan,  combination;  Millis  —  Chief  Arthur  Tost,  two  old-fashioned 
hand  tubs;  Franklin  —  Chief  L.  S.  Wiggin,  pumping  engine;  Needham  —  Chief  T. 
Robert  Quinlan,  pumping  engine;  Wellesley  —  Chief  Thomis  H.  Slaman,  pumping 
engine;  Walpole  —  Chief  Chester  I.  Donnell,  combination;  Norwood  —  Chief  Alonzo 
Earle,  pumping  engine;  Westwood  —  Chief  Henry  Abel,  combination,  hand  tub. 

Judges:  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Pratt,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Mills,  Mr.  Earl  W.  Pilling. 

Attendbur  the  Histone  Exercises 
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Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington,  Hon.  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth,  Hon.  Frederic  J.  Stimson. 
Mr.  Charles  Warren,  Mr.  Julius  H.  Tuttle 


Mr.  Charles  Warren 


Gov.  James  M.  Curley 
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1936 


American  Legion  Parade 

The  American  Legion  Military  Parade  took  place  on  September  12.  Owin<*  to  the 
act  that  the  national  convention  of  the  American  Legion  was  to  be  held  in  Cleveland, 
the  week  of  Dedham  s  Tercentenary  celebration,  and  many  of  the  local  Post  were  plan- 
mng  to  attend,  the  Post  chose  Saturday,  preceding  the  week  of  celebration,  for  a  military 

held  inCn  db°r  M3m  S  TerCentfn37-  k  far  exceeded  ^thing  of  the  kind  previously 
dm  Dedham.  Many  thousands  of  people  from  surrounding  towns  assembled  along 

the  route  of  the  parade  to  show  their  admiration  by  enthusiastic  applause  for  the  smarf 
bugle  c„TpP;n,nd  bf„I'°  mlmal  m"SiC  °!  ,hc  Va™“s  <<"'"■  -d 

,  The  reviewing  stands  on  the  steps  of  the  Norfolk  County  Court  House  and  on  the 
s.eps  of  the  Norfolk  bounty  Registry  of  Deeds  were  occupied  by  distinguished  guests 
and  many  of  the  townspeople.  Among  those  officially  reviewing  the  parade  were  the 
Chairman  of  the  Tercentenary  Committee,  Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington;  Dr.  William  P. 
>an,  State  Commander  of  the  American  Legion,  and  Governor  James  M.  Curley. 

Among  the  distinguished  guests  who  witnessed  the  parade  from  the  court  house  re¬ 
viewing  stands  were  Cong.  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth,  Sen.  Samuel  R.  Wragg,  Norfolk 
County  Commissioners,  Dedham  Selectmen  and  other  town  officials,  Commander  fames 
Purdon  and  staff  of  the  Jacob  Jones  Post,  V.  F.  W„  Commander  John  E.  Bronson  of  the 
Charles  W  Carroll  Post,  G.  A.  R„  sole  surviving  Civil  War  veteran  of  this  town;  mem¬ 
bers  of  John  Cleary  Camp,  U.  S.  W.  V.,  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  Dedham  Post,  A.  L.,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  towns  that  were  in  the  original  Dedham  land  grant  and  Dedham  Gold  Star 
Mothers.  Among  the  latter  were  Mrs.  Mary  McDonough,  Mrs.  Josephine  Scarrv,  Mrs. 
toward  1..  Dean,  Mrs.  Eva  Bayard,  Mrs.  John  Ruddiman  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Luke.  The 
police  escort  at  the  reviewing  stands  was  made  up  of  Legion  comrades  Chief  John  F. 
Cahill,  Sergt.  Albert  Rafferty  and  Officer  Charles  McAuliffe.  The  first  prize  for  the 
best  band  in  the  line  of  march  was  awarded  to  West  Roxbury  Post,  176,  A.  L  and 
first  prize  for  the  best  drum  corps  went  to  Old  Dorchester  Post,  6  5,  A.  L.  Judges’were 
iliomas  Lilly,  Benjamin  Pickett  and  Joseph  Vogel. 

Prior  to,  and  during  the  parade,  three  army  bombing  planes  thrilled  the  crowd  while 
stunting  over  the  town  and  flying  along  the  route  of  the  parade.  Commander  Thomas 
J.  Donovan  of  the  Dedham  Legion  Post  was  chief  marshall;  past  commander  Robert  R. 
Bishop  of  the  Dedham  Post  was  chief  of  staff;  past  commander  Francis  W  Fay  was  ad 
jutant;  and  liaison  officers  were  Comrades  John  Keegan,  Thomas  Sullivan  and  Thomas 
Bready  of  the  Dedham  Police  Department.  The  Chief  Marshall’s  staff,  all  astride  spirited 
horses  as  were  the  Chief  Marshall,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Adiutant,  included  Dr.  Elton  V 
“as**  DePan cment  Vice  Commander;  George  Curtin,  another  Department  Vice  Com¬ 
mander;  Edward  T.  DeBruyn,  Commander  Norfolk  County  A.  L.;  Edmund  R.  Dewing 
Norfolk  County  District  Attorney;  Dr.  Winifred  Overholser  and  Rev.  George  p’ 
O  Conor,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Church.  Fr.  O’Conor,  World  War  veteran  and  a  Major! 
.N.G.  more  or  less  stole  the  show  as  he  rode  along  on  a  coal  black  steed  and  was 

gV,e"  aRfin,C  tnbuV”  a'on§  thc  linc-  Aid*  included  James  V.  Cotter,  Sidney  Colburn, 
Aiiiton  Robertson,  John  Burke  and  John  Sargent. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  parade  there  was  open  house  at  the  local  Legion  headquar¬ 
ters  and  Dedham  Post  and  its  Auxiliary  played  host  to  the  marchers. 

The  parade  formed  in  Oakdale  Square  and  proceeded  along  Walnut  Street  to  East 
Dedham  Square,  up  High  Street  through  Dedham  Square  past  thc  reviewing  stand  and 
across  Chestnut  Street  on  to  Village  Avenue  where  the  marchers  disbinded.  Others  in 
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the  parade  roster  included:  1st  division — James  F.  McGowan,  marshal;  Howard  Hager, 
aide;  Norwood  Post,  band  and  members  of  the  post;  Needham  Post,  Beckwith  Post,  Med- 
ficld;  Wellesley  Post,  band  and  members;  Millis  Post,  George  W.  Maclnnis  Post,  Wrcntham; 
John  Edward  McNeill  Post,  Plainville;  Thomas  H.  Crowley  Post,  band  and  members  of 
Walpole;  Edward  L.  Grant  Post  of  Franklin;  George  B.  Preston  Post  of  Dover,  Arnold- 
Spencer  Post  of  Bellingham,  Navy  Post  29 7.  2nd  division — Robert  H.  Luke,  marshall; 
Harold  Marsh  and  Reese  Aucker,  aides;  West  Roxbury  Post,  band  and  members;  Brook¬ 
line  Post,  Wollaston  Post,  Weymouth  Post,  Ft.  Thomas  W.  Desmond  Post;  Randolph; 
Old  Dorchester  Post,  band  and  members;  Braintree  Post,  George  H.  Mealy  Post  of  Co- 
basset,  Lawrence  W.  Foster  Post  of  Foxboro,  Stoughton  Post,  Quincy  Post  drum  corps, 
Cyril  P.  Morrissette  Post  of  Quincy,  Edward  J.  Beatty  Post  of  Canton,  William  B.  Dalton 
Post  of  Holbrook,  Charles  R.  Wilbur  Post  of  Sharon,  Charles  W.  Whiting  Post  of  Avon, 
Lewis  V.  Dorsey  Post  of  Abington  and  Dedham  Post  drum  corps  and  members. 

Third  division — Mason  Sears,  marshall;  Albert  Werner,  aide;  Sons  of  Legionnaires 
and  other  junior  units  including  the  St.  Catherine’s  Fife,  Bugle  and  Drum  Corps  of  Nor¬ 
wood.  These  junior  musical  units,  nattily  attired  in  brilliant  costumes,  were  wrell  re¬ 
ceived  all  along  the  line.  The  crack  All  Navy  Band  was  at  the  head  of  the  parade,  behind 
the  chief  marshall  and  his  staff. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  PARADE 
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Decorations  and  Fireworks 

The  Committee  on  Fireworks  and  Decorations,  James  P.  Roberts,  Chairman,  as 
well  as  the  Dedham  Tercentenary'  Committee,  began  planning  for  the  Tercentenary  early' 
in  193  5.  Mr.  James  P.  Roberts  proposed  the  installation  of  an  alternating  electric  sign 
on  the  tower  of  Memorial  Hall;  and  prior  to  the  first  of  January,  193  6, — when  it  first 
flashed  forth, — the  Dedham  Historical  Society',  at  an  expense  of  several  hundred  dollars, 
presented  to  the  Town  as  one  of  its  contributions  a  sign  which  read: 

1636 

DEDHAM 

1936 

in  letters  8  feet  tall.  The  sign  was  so  advantageously'  placed  that  all  travelers  either  on 
old  Washington  street  or  the  new  Route  1  were  appraised  by'  its  blinkings  of  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  celebration. 

The  Committee  also  caused  to  be  erected  early'  in  the  summer,  streamers  or  signs 
across  all  the  principal  highways  entering  the  Town,  inviting  all  to  celebrate  with  Ded¬ 
ham  the  week  of  September  13-20,  193  6.  All  the  local  institutions,  as  well  as  citizens 
generally',  were  invited  to  decorate  public  buildings  and  homes  during  Tercentenary'  Week, 
and  prior  to  the  American  Legion  Parade,  held  on  September  13.  Co-operation  followed 
and  all  public  buildings  in  Old  Dedham  Village  were  beautifully  decorated  as  were  many' 
homes.  It  was  suggested,  and  the  suggestion  was  followed  in  many  instances,  that  build¬ 
ings  erected  prior  to  the  American  Revolution  be  decorated  in  buff  and  blue,  while  later 
buildings  could  be  appropriately'  trimmed  with  the  stars  and  stripes.  The  Committee  de¬ 
signed  and  caused  to  be  prepared  by  the  New  England  Decorating  Company',  and  used 
on  public  buildings  and  the  residences  of  Town  officials  and  members  of  the  Tercentenary 
Committee,  a  blue  banner  about  30  inches  square,  with  a  facsimile  of  the  Town  Seal  in 
buff  to  which  the  word  WELCOME  was  added  and  this  expression  of  our  spirit  of  re¬ 
joicing  was  popular  and  prized. 

At  Tercentenary'  Headquarters  in  the  K.  of  C.  Building,  the  Committee  displayed, 
as  a  Tercentenary  suggestion,  a  design  for  a  Town  flag.  The  sample  was  5x8  feet,  and 
showed  three  vertical  bars  (two  of  blue  and  one  of  buff)  with  the  Town  Seal  showing 
in  the  center.  The  suggestion  may  lead  to  action  by  the  Historical  Society  and  other 
patriotic  groups  and  finally  to  adoption  by  the  Town,  of  a  flag  that  can  join  the  stars  and 
stripes  and  the  flag  of  the  Commonwealth  on  future  days  of  rejoicing. 

On  Saturday  night  September  19,  at  9:3  0  a  wonderful  display  of  fireworks  was 
held  at  Stone  Park  where  an  estimated  crowd  of  5  000  people  gathered  from  Dedham  and 
nearby  towns  of  Norfolk  County  to  enjoy  the  exhibition  sponsored  by  the  Fireworks  and 
Decorations  Committee  of  the  Tercentenary  celebration.  The  display  opened  with  a 
three-bomb  salute  to  notify  the  residents  that  the  fireworks  were  about  to  be  set  off.  Ten 
minutes  later  the  display  began — the  first  piece,  a  large  shield  of  the  town  3  0  feet  high 
and  20  feet  wide  in  colored  lights.  This  was  followed  by  a  large  sign  reading  "1636” 
and  then  "1936”.  A  movable  horse  and  buggy  next  traveled  across  the  park  showing 
the  transportation  of  the  olden  days  to  be  followed  by  an  exhibition  of  an  automobile 
which  circled  the  park,  then  reversed  and  backed  up.  After  these  special  Tercentenary 
pieces  had  been  vigorously'  applauded,  a  second  group  of  set  pieces  were  put  off — 20  in 
all — showing  Niagara  Falls,  the  American  Flag  and  other  beautiful  designs,  all  of  which 
drew  a  loud  applause  from  the  assembled  throng.  Then  came  a  display  of  aerial  bombs 
lighting  the  sky  with  colored  flares,  bursting  bombs  and  stars.  The  final  barrage  con¬ 
sisted  of  80  separate  bombs  bursting  in  the  heavens,  alternately'  and  sky  rockets  shooting 
into  the  sky'  from  every  angle  of  the  park.  Ir  was  the  best  display  of  fireworks  heretofore 
seen  with  the  exception  of  that  at  the  Harvard  Tercentenary  celebration  which  took 
place  a  week  earlier  on  the  Charles  River  Basin. 
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Tercentenary  Observance  in  Dedham  Schools 

Even  before  the  Tercentenary  year  had  arrived,  pupils  in  Dedham  schools  were 
directing  their  thoughts  to  its  meaning  and  observance.  Under  the  stimulation  of  the 
193  5  Dedham  Transcript  Historical  Essay  Contest,  Junior  High  and  Senior  High  School 
pupils  delved  into  Dedham’s  past  to  produce  stories  of  the  early  history  of  their  native 
town  that  were  much  enjoyed  by  their  elders  and  which  disseminated  much  general 
information  through  the  town.  Winners  of  prizes  in  this  contest  which  covered  a 
period  of  many  months  were  Elizabeth  Wright,  Ruth  Perry,  Alice  lielk,  Donald 
Cheetham.  Hugh  Staples,  Joan  Williams,  Warren  Wheeler,  and  Waltraud  Volkmann. 

The  opening  of  the  Tercentenary  year  was  the  occasion  for  further  written  work 
and  hand-construction  in  the  schools.  Superintendent  John  Anthony  was  requested, 
early  in  the  plans  of  the  Tercentenary  committee,  to  perpare  the  school  children  to 
take  part  in  the  musical  part  of  the  celebration. 

At  the  time  of  the  High  School  graduation  in  June,  193  6,  the  Tercentenary  Class 
honored  the  school’s  oldest  living  High  School  graduate,  Miss  Ann  Hattie  Guild  of 
the  Class  of  1  8  5  5.  Miss  Guild  was  presented  a  gift  of  flowers  by  the  president  of  the 
graduating  class,  Howell  Morris.  An  original  Tercentenary  hymn  by  Miss  Sue  Irving, 
music  by  Robert  W.  Gibb,  was  sung  by  the  class.  The  Dedham  Teachers’  Association 
presented  two  Tercentenary  scholarships  to  members  of  the  class,  Miss  Jean  Taylor 
and  Francis  A.  Smith. 

A  general  school  exhibition  of  handwork,  planned  for  sometime  during  the  year, 
was  deferred  until  after  the  long  summer  vacation.  It  was  held  in  the  various  build¬ 
ings  in  connection  with  an  open-house  day  during  the  tercentenary  week  at  which  pro¬ 
grams  commemorating  the  Tercentenary  were  also  presented.  Among  the  most  novel 
of  the  exhibits  was  a  planetarium,  made  of  heavy  paper,  large  enough  to  admit  adults. 
The  planetarium  was  the  work  of  Ames  Junior  High  School  pupils. 

Pupils  from  the  Junior  High  Schools  of  the  town  marched  in  the  Tercentenary 
parade. 

A  sports  program  at  Stone  Park  was  arranged  by  the  Sports  Committee  for  Friday 
afternoon,  Sept.  18.  A  rainy  afternoon  caused  it  to  be  changed  to  Monday,  Sept.  21. 

A  cantata  depicting  the  history  of  music  was  written  for  the  Tercentenary  observ¬ 
ance  by  the  music  director,  Robert  W.  Gibb.  Parts  of  this  were  presented  during 
National  Education  Week  in  November.  It  will  be  presented  in  its  entirety  at  a  later 
time. 
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•  C.  (precinct  4),  and  the  Manor  A.  A  (precinct  SI  Alrl-.  U  u 
Manor  team  won  the  most  games  of  the  series,  it  seas  beaten  by  the  E.ist  Dedham  I  & 

«  of  1  m^recTed  the  ^TcI^Xm  ' "  =“  ““"T  W°"  b>'  'hc 

Throughout  these  games  Harry  Green  was", he  offi“  lTo^anT  Emin^ucker'the 

sc  2LM  ‘Z'&Z 

SS,^  s(ar°e't"  Tho^l ^T" ’  k^USSlS 

£  2=  JF:  ■ S^&.'SS: 

i."ooAee^sh^^^M*ti:^dr^:hrfi  h  Af  A'  v- 

s=  £  «£s£- '£^3?  ™“ 

jSaiaaaf^ijSMS 

Facey  referee-  H,r„H  r  /  P  ,  £  officials  included  the  following:  J.  Frank 

Hatfield  Frink  McGd  b  Th“'  T n  ’  °Kw  A-  ^  clerk  *f  course  George 
1  Cl,.  J  .  I.  m  I Th°maS  T'  D°8S'“,  J'-  Charles  Leahy,  Melvin  Reid  John 
|  Shea  and  John  J.  Gaynor  judges;  Alfred  j.  Lill,  chief  timer;  John  McKitoic’k  and 
James  Fdenmgan,  timers;  Josiah  Lewis,  chief  scorer;  Edward  A  Putnim  W'  l!  c  u 
John  Casey,  Francis  Spillane,  Joseph  Paglucca,  Timothy  W.  Costello  j'ohn  McDonoull]' 

G.  Ge  ,hed,°e"re's!am“  P  A°'ch  J°“P|’  Sh.vory,  a, ad  Arthur  Levangie,  scorers;  Andrew 
physician  Chamberlain,  custodian  of  prizes;  and  Dr.  John  J.  Carroll, 

I  itnleAr^wJVa.”.'  *  “Tl  nd  »™««.  from  the  West  Roxbury 

P  ramidT  Th  T  =xh;H,r,on  of  marching  tactics,  calisthenic  drills,  and  group 

of  "hl  group  l-dwin  K„W“  “"t  ,h'  *'«'<>"  °f  'coder  and  inst/uctol 

Willard  Tom  °f  hrShc°C  PltCh^,S  C°nteStS  WCre  held  on  the  ^urts  at  the  George  C 
WII  pT  °n  LaSt  S.Creet'  The  singIes  was  won  b>'  Fred  DeSalvo  the  doublfs  bv 
W  WaUcr'B  MaT  ’"V0*"  S""iV“-  ’"d  *•  b«t  “ore  ,00  ^tch.d  thm^ 

others  The  nffir'  I  ^  U  CUP  wasawarded  for  the  singles  event  and  ribbons  for  the 
others  The  official  in  charge  was  George  C.  Willard,  the  referee  Joseph  B  wprLproll 

Rober^Patterson'^'  '3m  G~*'  "•  T' 
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In  the  track  meet,  which  had  to  be  postponed  because  of  rain,  there  was  close 
competition  between  past  and  present  schoolboy  athletes.  There  were  races  for  seniors 
and  juniors,  the  former  winning  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals,  the  latter  inscribed 
badges.  In  the  junior  division  the  5  0  yard  dash  was  won  by  Campa,  the  5  0  yard 
hurdles  by  McGuire,  the  100  yard  dash  by  Delapa,  the  100  yard  walking  race  by  Cot¬ 
ton,  the  obstacle  race  by  Tate,  and  the  relay  race  by  the  Avery  School  (Bonseck,  Delapa, 
Tate,  and  Bartlett).  In  the  senior  division  the  100  yard  dash  was  won  by  George 
Rose,  the  220  yard  dash  by  Lyman  Avery,  the  440  yard  run  by  Robert  Delaney,  the 
S80  yard  run  by  George  Linfins,  the  mile  run  by  George  Linfins,  and  the  60  yard 
hurdle  by  Arthur  Eklund.  Edwin  T.  Peterson  was  in  charge  of  the  senior  meet  and 
George  Guyette  the  junior.  Other  officials  were  Edward  J.  Keelan,  Jr.,  Thomas  O’Don¬ 
nell,  Harold  Rosen,  and  Albert  P.  Turner. 

The  canoe  regatta,  which  was  held  near  the  Spring  Street  bridge  on  September 
13,  attracted  the  largest  audience  to  attend  any  of  the  sport  events.  Over  eight  thousand 
spectators,  many  from  surrounding  towns,  came  to  see  the  seven  canoe  clubs  compete 
for  the  Tercentenary  Trophy.  Competition  was  close  up  to  the  end,  but  in  the  last 
event  of  the  program,  the  war  canoe  race,  Needham  finally  won,  thus  taking  the  point 
lead  from  Breed’s  Canoe  Club  of  Dedham,  its  closest  competitor.  The  final  standing 
of  the  clubs  was:  Needham  2  5,  Breed’s  22,  Crescent  16,  Dedham  9,  N'ite  Owl  9,  Samo- 
set  6,  and  Moricon  Delta  4.  The  senior  single  blade  tandem  was  won  by  Hickey  and 
Howes  (Crescent);  the  junior  single  blade  four  by  Brown,  Kent,  Mansour,  and  Church¬ 
ill  (Breed’s);  the  intermediate  double  blade  single  by  Newhall  (Breed’s);  the  junior 
single  blade  single  by  Dibbern  (Needham);  the  senior  double  blade  four  by  Volante, 
Blackman,  Hasenfus,  and  Hasenfus  (Needham);  the  intermediate  single  blade  four 
by  Dibbern,  Volk,  Volk,  and  Dennison  (Needham)  ;  the  junior  double  blade  tandem 
by  Birchall  and  Malewicz  (Dedham)  ;  the  senior  single  blade  single  by  Hickey  (Cres¬ 
cent);  the  war  boat  by  Volante,  Hasenfus,  Barnes,  Volk,  Dennison,  Volk,  Dibbern 
Blackman,  and  Hasenfus (  Needham).  Other  events  were  the  log  rolling  contest, 
won  by  Johannesen  (Samoset);  the  upset  race  won  by  Newhall  (Breed’s);  the  over¬ 
board  race  won  by  Beeton  (Breed’s);  and  the  tail-end  race  won  by  Newhall  (Breed’s). 

Those  on  the  regatta  committee  were  as  follows:  Frank  J.  Bartell,  chairman;  Con¬ 
rad  A.  Albrecht,  assistant  chairman;  Hollis  Thomas,  starter;  Richard  Moore,  referee; 
Jack  Campia,  clerk  of  course;  Albert  V.  Nelson,  timer;  Joseph  F.  Muster,  announcer; 
Dr.  J.  E.  Knight,  physician;  Marion  Royle  and  Joseph  F.  Musler,  publicity;  Adam 
Hofling,  Frank  Matthews,  Fred  Keisling,  and  Robert  Gould,  judges;  and  James  Welsh, 
Fiank  Gibson,  Clifford  Beeton,  and  George  Byers,  officials. 

All  sport  events  were  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Tercentenary 
Sports  Committee,  composed  of  John  J.  Smith,  chairman,  Robert  M.  Bailey,  Jr.,  John 
W.  Connors,  Lyman  E.  Matta,  and  Boyd  S-  Whiting. 
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Dedham  Gardens 


The  first  event  of  the  official  tercentenary  celebration  took  place  Sunday,  May  17 
when  twenty-four  local  gardens  were  opened  by  their  owners  to  Dedham  neighbors’ 
and  visitors  from  surrounding  towns.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  auspicious  as 
a  beginning  of  the  Tercentenary  observance,  giving  expression,  as  it  did,  to  the  com¬ 
munity-wide  spirit  of  hospitality  which  was  to  mark  the  entire  celebration  and 
impressing  upon  Dedham  people  and  visitors  the  beautiful  environment  of  winding 
river,  gent  y  rolling  country,  and  encompassing  blue  hills  in  which  the  town  has  its 
location;  also  giving  an  opportunity  to  ei.joy  in  an  intimate  way  the  beautiful  homes 
and  cultivated  landscapes  in  which  the  town  as  a  whole  takes  great  pride. 

Fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  people  visited  the  gardens,  a  number  that  doubt¬ 
less  would  have  doubled  itself  had  not  the  morning  of  the  day  been  ushered  in  with 
leavy  rain  and  a  lowering  sky  shown  no  signs  of  relenting  until  a  half-hour  before 
the  hour  of  garden  opening.  The  brilliant  afternoon  sun  dried  out  the  garden  paths 
and  was  joyfully  greeted  by  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers  as  well  as  by  an  enthusiastic  public 

Much  publicity  was  given  to  the  garden  opening  for  several  days  preceding  the 
event  through  local  and  city  newspapers,  by  means  of  posters  in  pubfic  places,  by 
letters  to  organization  leaden,  and,  on  bunday  morning,  from  Dedham  pulpits. 

The  idea  was  conceived  and  largely  executed  by  Mr.  H.  Wendell  Endicott  of  the 
I  ercentenary  Committee.  Under  Mr.  Endicott’s  direction,  a  well-ordered  plan  for  visit¬ 
ing  the  gardens  was  developed.  The  gardens  were  arranged  in  numbered  groups 
according  to  location-six  in  all— and  a  '  Welcome”  sign  placed  at  the  entrance  to  each 
garden  to  enable  the  visitor  to  make  his  tour  with  the  greatest  convenience  and  to 
choose  from  the  large  number  the  different  types  he  might  wish  to  visit.  Those  who 
opened  their  gardens  in  co-operation  with  this  tercentenary  event  were: 
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GROUP  1 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Wilkes,  26  5  Walnut  Street,  Dedham. 
Mrs.  Frank  W.  Kimball,  283  Walnut  Stieet,  Dedham. 

Mr.  Samuel  C.  Endicott,  East  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Eastman,  East  Street,  Dedham. 


GROUP  2 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  B.  Conant,  Sandy  Valley  Road,  Dedham. 

Mrs.  Philip  L.  Flale,  213  Highland  Street,  Dedham. 

GROUP  3 

Mrs.  Walter  Austin,  19  Court  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  T.  Russell  Robinson,  74  Church  Street,  Dedham. 

Mrs.  Fay  Miller,  66  Church  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Russell  Nourse,  Village  Avenue,  Dedham. 

Miss  Margaret  Warren,  Guild  Road,  Dedham. 

GROUP  4 

Miss  Frances  Baker,  41  Dexter  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindsley  Loring,  Dexter  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  Soule,  Common  Street,  Dedham. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Alornll,  Glenridge  Road,  Dedham. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Nickerson,  Common  Street,  Dedham  (not  open  until  three  o’clock). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  \V  illiam  A.  Whitcomb,  Karlstein,  Common  Street,  Dedham. 
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Garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  IT.  Endicott 


Haven  Street 


Garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Harding 

"Burntwood” 
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GROUP  5 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Williston,  986  High  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  B.  Stearns,  Havenwood,  SO  Haven  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Wendell  Endicott,  Rockwood,  entrance  on  Westfield  Street 
Dedham.  ’ 

Mrs.  Charles  L.  Harding,  Burntwood,  Westfield  Street,  Dedham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  W.  Wrenn,  Wilson  Mountain,  Westfield  Street,  Dedham. 


Aj 


A 


GROUP  6 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Lowell,  Fox  Hill,  Westwood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Richmond  Fearing,  Fox  Hill,  Westwood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Converse,  Fox  Hill,  Westwood. 

The  gardens  were  open,  generally,  from  two  to  six  o’clock.  Out  of  town  visitors 
came  from  Needham  Wellesley,  Newton,  Hyde  Park,  Roxbury,  Brookline  and  an  ever 
*  idenmg  radius  which  included  Randolph,  Millis,  Marlboro,  Worcester  and  Providence, 
it  was  well  into  the  evening  before  the  final  visitors  withdrew. 

Neighborliness  and  hospitality  marked  the  afternoon.  Gracious  hosts  and  hostesses 
welcomed  with  friendly  informality  all  who  came  and  provided  many  thoughtful  corn- 
torts  for  their  guests.  The  visitors  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  extended 
them  in  painstaking  consideration  of  the  property  of  their  hosts.  Much  delight  was 
expressed  at  the  beauties  of  the  gardens  which  ranged  from  the  small  backyard  type— the 
creation  of  the  loving  hands  of  its  owners— to  the  extensive  garden  of  the  large  estates 
planned  and  cared  for  by  professional  horticulturalists.  Nature  showed  herself  w  iling 
to  co-operate  with  all  who  would  make  beauty.  The  same  trees,  shrubs  and  plants  were 
found  in  all  gardens,  delightfully  different  effects  being  achieved  by  their  arrangement 
according  to  the  individuality  of  the  owner. 

Gorgeous  masses  of  richly  colored  tulips,  pansies,  ground  phlox,  dicentra,  aquilegia, 
tnllium  azaleas,  lilacs  and  anchusa  filled  the  gardens  with  color.  Hedges,  garden  walks 
pools,  fountains  benches,  summer  houses,  pottery  vases,  furniture  created  charming 
environments.  Bird  life,  attracted  to  the  gardens  by  many  subtle  devices,  lent  melody 
to  fragrance  and  color.  1 

Vistas  of  the  town  which  had  become  more  or  less  of  a  commonplace  renewed  their 
charm  when  seen  from  a  garden  vantage  point  and  new  views,  brought  out  by  garden 
arrangement,  were  frequent  interesting  discoveries  of  the  visitor.  Century  old  elms  oaks 
and  pines  sometimes  formed  the  background,  sometimes  made  the  center  of  interest  in  the 
gardens,  and  trees  of  a  younger  growth  added  much  interest  to  the  landscape.  Shrubs 
in  leaf  or  flower,  and  rock  gardens  in  great  variety  exhibited  the  expanding  possibilities 
of  garden  architecture. 

At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  there  was  increased  pride  in  the  hearts  of  Dedham 
people  m  their  home  town  and  a  new  and  more  friendly  regard  for  their  fellow  towns¬ 
men.  I  here  was  pr.de  in  a  common  citizenship,  unity  ,n  sharing  a  common  interest 
and  increased  incentive  to  mutual  esteem.  The  garden  opening  proved  itself  not  alone 

a  successful  initial  event  m  the  tercentenary  program  but  also  a  heartening  experience 
in  neighborly  relationship.  6  F 
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Garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Kastman 

East  Street 
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Garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  IV.  JVrcnti 

"Wilson  Mountain” 
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The  Old  Onion  House 

1  West  Street 


'The  Diamond  House 

927  High  Street 
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Nothing  connected  with  Dedham’s  Tercentenary  celebration  created  more  neigh¬ 
borly  interest  than  the  opening  of  eighteen  Dedham  homes  during  the  afternoon  hours 
of  September  14,  15,  and  16,  the  first  three  days  of  Tercentenary  week.  Under  the 
direction  of  the  Hostess  Committee,  a  sub-committee  composed  of  Mrs.  William  C.  Rugg, 
Mrs.  Sidney  F.  Batchelder,  Mrs.  Patrick  Carr,  Mrs.  George  F.  Connors,  Mrs.  Louis  C. 
Dethlefs,  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Eastman,  Mrs.  Joseph  Guild,  Miss  Elizabeth  Humphreys, 
Mrs.  C.  H.  J.  Kimball,  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  Pope  took  over  the  arrangements. 

Eighteen  characteristic  Dedham  homes  were  chosen  to  be  opened,  some  for  their 
age  and  historic  associations  and  others  for  the  charm  of  their  gracious  modern 
interiors.  Their  owners  cooperated  with  much  good-will.  Then  came  the  detail  of 
arranging  the  homes  in  the  order  of  route,  placing  suitable  designations  at  the  entrances, 
determining  the  visiting  hours,  providing  transportation,  and  preparing  a  form  of 
credential  to  be  presented  by  visitors  for  the  protection  of  the  home  owners.  Three 
dozen  of  Dedham’s  charming  young  women  were  invited  to  act  as  assistant  hostesses, 
two  in  each  home.  They  were  dressed  in. period  costume  and  instructed  to  answer  all 
questions,  be  unfailingly  courteous,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  an  eye  on  the  family 
antiques. 

Five  hundred  admission  tickets  were  distributed  from  Tercentenary  Headquarters 
arid  Dedham  Community  House  the  first  days  of  the  Open  Homes  period  and  before  the 
end  of  the  third  day  a  total  of  one  thousand  passes  had  been  issued.  Approximately  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  persons  visited  the  homes  on  the  three  afternoons  designated.  In  the  regis¬ 
tration  books,  in  which  the  names  of  guests  at  each  home  were  recorded,  visitors  were 
found  to  have  come  from  various  parts  of  New  England,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  Minnesota,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  California  and  England.  Over 
six  hundred  guests  were  recorded  in  several  of  the  homes.  The  average  number  was 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  order  that  as  many  as  possible  might  have  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  homes 
and  enjoying  Dedham  s  spirit  of  gracious  hospitality  the  committee  organized  a  motor 
corps  with  Mrs.  Kennedy  Pope  as  its  chairman.  This  corps  did  valiant  service  although 
hard  pressed  by  the  unexpected  numbers. 

An  indispensable  feature  of  the  opening  of  the  homes  and  one  that  greatly  increased 
the  pleasure  of  the  visitors  was  a  list  of  the  homes  with  pertinent  facts  about  each 
compiled  in  pamphlet  form  after  much  research  by  Mrs.  Rugg  and  supplied  the  visitors 
as  they  set  out  on  their  itinerary  of  visiting.  On  both  the  part  of  host  and  visitor 
mete  was  oelightiui  exchange  ot  courtesy  in  tne  various  homes  —  tnc  host  generous  m 
hospitality,  the  guest  appreciative  of  the  welcome  extended  to  him.  The  occasion 
displayed  much  general  neighborliness  and  shared  far  beyond  its  own  borders  the 
graciousness  of  life  in  Dedham  in  its  tercentenary  year. 

One  of  the  most  thoughtful  provisions  of  Dedham  Tercentenary  hosts  was  the 
establishment  of  a  day  nursery  in  the  Nathaniel  Ames  house,  fitted  up  in  observance 
of  the  best  and  newest  ideas  in  child  education.  The  nursery  was  sponsored  by  the 
Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  owners  of  the  house,  and  was  open,  as  was  the  house,  all  the 
week. 

The  assembling  and  costuming  of  the  attractive  group  of  assistant  hostesses  is  to  be 
attributed  to  Mrs.  Patrick  Carr.  The  young  women  were:  Misses  Priscilla  Bailey, 
Priscilla  Barlow,  Florence  Carlson,  Constance  Carney,  Ann  Carr,  Phyllis  Carr,  Mrs. 
Loring  Conant,  Miss  Marion  Conant,  Mrs.  George  F.  Connors,  Misses  Esther  Cutter, 
Betty  Daniels,  Kay  Daniels,  Mary  DeBenedictis,  Nancy  Drew,  Nancy  Eaton,  Louise 
Gagliard,  Mrs.  Francis  A.  Harding,  Misses  Grace  Fline,  Jacqueline  Hornsby,  Helen 
Hussey,  Patricia  Keelan,  Mrs.  Walter  Kipp,  Misses  Marion  Lynch,  Ruth  Marble,  Helen 
McMasters,  Bertha  Moore,  Mrs.  Otis  Nash,  Misses  Audrey  Phillips,  Marion  Scanlon, 
Betty  Swett,  Mary  Wood,  Eleanor  Wright,  Mary  Wyman,  Mary  Young. 
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1.  BROAD  OAK,  West  street  (Needham  road) 

Built  b\  Rev,  Ebenczer  Burgess,  D.  D.  in  183  9,  this  fine  old  place  is  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  John  K.  Burgess  and  his  sister,  Sarah.  It  is  situated  on  the  Needham 
road,  just  across  from  the  Onion  House. 


2  THE  OLD  ONION  HOUSE,  West  street 

Built  in  173  5  by  Hezekiah  Fuller.  In  1776  the  house  passed  to  his  daughter 
Anna  (Fuller)  Onion  and  was  occupied  by  members  of  that  family  name  until  1892, 
then  by  descendants  until  1912.  Now  occupied  by  Mason  Sears  and  family. 


3  THE  DIAMOND  HOUSE,  927  High  street 

Built  before  1799  by  Deacon  Baker,  then  passed  to  the  Fessenden  family.  Inter¬ 
esting  for  its  unique  form  of  architecture  and  fine  old  woodwork.  Now  occupied  by 
John  W.  Wendell  and  family. 


4.  THE  DEDHAM  CLUB,  943  High  street 

This  was  formerly  two  houses,  one  built  about  1736,  the  other,  now  the  east 
end,  in  1800.  They  were  first  joined  by  an  overhead  passage,  then  made  into  one  com¬ 
plete  unit.  It  became  the  property  of  the  Dedham  Polo  Club  and  was  recently  pur¬ 
chased  by  Horace  F.  DeCourcy  Pereira  for  a  residence. 


5.  OLD  DEACON  EVERETT  HOUSE,  41  Dexter  street 

Built  about  1768  and  occupied  by  the  Richards,  Lawrence  and  Baker  families  to 
the  present  day.  Much  added  to  and  surrounded  by  beautiful  gardens,  it  is  one  of 
Dedham’s  loveliest  old  homes.  Now  owned  by  Miss  Frances  M.  Baker. 


o.  HOUSE  OF  W.  H.  Y.  HACKETT,  848  High  street 

Directly  opposite  the  old  Training  Field,  this  house  held  a  strategic  position  for 
many  years  and  witnessed  many  stirring  events  of  national  and  local  importance, 
including  drills,  musters  and  public  executions. 


7.  THE  QUINCY  HOUSE,  759  High  street 

Also  known  as  the  Dowse  House,  it  was  built  early  in  the  nineteenth  century 
by  Edward  Dowse,  who  lived  during  the  period  of  its  erection  in  a  smaller  house  nearby, 
which  was  later  moved  to  upper  High  street  and  is  still  standing.  The  clock  on  the 
steeple  of  the  First  Parish  meeting  house  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Dowse  and  his  wife.  Mr. 
Edmund  Quincy,  grand-nephew  of  Mr.  Dowse,  subsequently  became  the  owner  of  the 
property,  which  remained  in  the  family  until  recently  purchased  by  Dr.  James  A. 
Halsted. 


8.  THE  DEXTER  HOUSE,  699  High  street 

Now  owned  by  Mrs.  Theodore  P.  Burgess,  this  house  was  built  about  176  5  and 
owned  successively  by  the  Dexter,  Henshaw,  Sprague,  Swett  and  Burgess  families. 
Its  builder,  Samuel  Dexter,  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter,  fourth  minister  of 
the  first  Church.  Mr.  Dexter  was  deeply  interested  in  education  and  was  a  frequent 
benefactor  to  the  town  schools.  The  Dexter  school  on  High  street  was  named  in  his 
honor.  The  house,  overlooking  the  Charles  River  and  surrounded  by  gardens,  is  noted 
ior  its  fine  old  wallpaper  and  handsome  interior. 


9.  THE  PARSONAGE,  facing  the  green  of  the  First  Church 

Built  about  1798,  it  was  the  parsonage  of  the  First  Church  and  Parish  under  Rev. 
Alvan  Lamson,  the  seventh  minister.  Now  owned  and  occupied  by  Miss  Julia  Baker. 
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10.  THE  NORFOLK  HOUSE,  19  Court  street 

other  “  15j°1rb/  Maftm  Marsh>  kn°Wn  as  The  Norfolk  House,  the  Alden  Inn,  and 
her  names  Noted  as  an  inn,  it  enterta.ned  many  celebrities,  including  Lafayette  (for 

J  °Z  Unhid'*  t8'Veni  m  U  faT°US  haf"  "uth  thC  SpHnS  fl°0r)  ’  3ind  *everal  Presidents 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  the  subject  of  a  charming  book,  "Tale  of  a  Dedham  Tavern” 

b>  its  late  owner,  \\  alter  Austin,  and  is  still  occupied  by  Mr.  Austin’s  family. 

11.  THE  GAY  TAVERN,  73  Court  street 

Previous  to  1795,  this  house  was  also  an  inn,  of  which  there  were  several  on 
Court  street,  formerly  the  Boston  Post  road  to  New  York.  Its  present  owner,  an  archi- 
uct,  has  renovated  and  modernized  it,  but  kept  the  simple,  charming  lines  of  the 
original  house.  Hugh  Perrin  is  the  owner.  ^ 

12.  HOUSE  OF  LEWIS  E.  MOORE,  57  School  street.  (Open  Wednesday  only). 

Little  is  known  of  the  history  of  this  house,  which  is  exceedingly  quaint  and 
situated  on  one  of  Dedham  s  most  interesting  old  streets.  The  character  of  the  house 
has  been  carefully  preserved.  It  is  known  to  b;  at  least  100  years  old. 

13.  THE  JOSEPH  GUILD  HOUSE,  Franklin  square 

About  1817.  Occupied  by  Samuel  Noyes  in  1818.  Purchased  by  Joseph  Guild 
m  18.9,  it  has  remained  in  the  Guild  family  for  four  generations,  and  is  now  occupied 

and  owned  by  Rev.  L.  C.  Dethlefs  and  his  wife,  Elsie  Guild  Dethlefs.  Its  garden  is  a 
particular  attraction. 

M.  HOUSE  OF  LAWRENCE  G.  DEAN 

T  -  wb°U,t,  LJ07-  but  occupied  by  Eliakim  Morrill  in  1809,  then  successively  by 
Joseph  Morrill  Daniel  Farrar,  and  George  W.  Fisher  until  1931,  then  by  the  present  own- 
ci.  I  he  Dedham  Library  Association,  founded  in  18  54,  occupied  the  left  hand  front 
loom  from  1870  until  1872,  when  the  Dedham  Public  Library  was  opened.  The  libra¬ 
rians  were  Elizabeth  Skillings  and  Frances  Mann. 

15.  THE  NATHANIEL  AMES  HOUSE,  619  High  Street 

The  Nathaniel  Ames  House  was  built  in  1772  by  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames,  2nd  and 

Nath0CCTA  ^  ,n\Unm  hl!  m  July’  1882’  Dr'  Ames  was  the  son  of  Dr. 

^  DedhaL  ,7 l  dder,  br0tHer  °f  Fisher  Ames’  His  father,  Dr.  Ames,  Sr.,  moved 
ln  ’  ar“J  was  known  as  a  publisher  of  almanacs  from  1726  to  1765.  The 
younger  Dr.  Ames  continued  this  work  for  some  10  years  afterward.  Dr.  Ames  ?nd 

°L  JTmiah  ShutdLeworth-  By  will,  his  estate  passed  to  his ’niece! 
Hannah  Shuttleworth,  who,  in  turn,  by  her  will,  left  to  the  Dedham  Historical  Society 
many  interesting  documents,  among  which  was  a  diary  kept  by  Dr.  Ames  from  the 
time  he  was  in  college,  in  1758,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1822. 

16  Ttu-  “  HOMESTEAD>  2 1 8  Cedar  Street  (Open  Monday  only) 

This  is  the  second  oldest  house  in  Dedham,  having  been  built  before  1684  It 

m  Sth°ennn:  A  c  PrOPrty  °f  tHe  FisHer  famHy  3nd  is  the  oldest  tnown  Fisher  house 

and  in  1  ’  °w  ^  remained  the  Property  of  the  Whiting  family 

and  m  1870  was  acquired  by  Mrs.  Pratt’s  family.  It  is  still  used  as  a  residence  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Pratt.  7 

1 7 •  CHICKERING  HOUSE,  Washington  street 

Built  by  Eliphalet  Pond  about  1727  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth 

I  V'  0Wned,  successively  by  Martin  Bates,  Leonard  Alden  and  Martin  B.  Inches. 

In  1864  it  became  the  Dedham  Temporary  Asylum  for  Discharged  Female  Prisoners  and 
in  191 1  it  was  turned  into  a  Convalescent  Home,  which  it  now  is.  There  are  many  inter¬ 
esting  and  some  amusing  anecdotes  of  Revolutionary  and  other  historical  interest  con¬ 
nected  with  the  house,  and  visitors  are  welcome  to  inspect  its  up-to-date  and  charm- 
lngly  equipped  rooms. 
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THE  FAIRBANKS  HOUSE,  East  street 
Long  famous  as  one  of  the  oldest  wooden  houses  in  America,  this  has  now  been 
opened  permanently  to  the  public,  although  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Fairbanks 
family.  It  was  built  by  Jonathan  Fairbanks  soon  after  the  founding  of  the  town  and 
contains  many  objects  of  historic  value.  Particularly  amusing  are  the  three  stairways, 
rumored  to  have  been  built  for  the  convenience  of  three  old  maid  sisters  who,  unable  to 
get  along  peaceably  together,  took  this  method  of  leading  entirely  independent  lives  in 
the  same  house. 

NOTH: — The  louse  of  Fisher  Anns,  which  has  been  removed  from  its  original  site  and  is  now 
the  property  of  Hon.  Frederic  .1.  Stimson,  is  not  to  be  opened,  hut  visitors  are  welcome  to  visit 
grounds,  charmingly  located  on  the  hank  of  the  Hilaries  River  at  the  end  of  River  Place, 
the  wil.ow  tree  planted  by  Lafayette  in  1S25. 
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The  Guv  Tavern 

73  Court  Street 


'l' he  Joseph  Guild  House 

14  Franklin  Square 
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The  Nathaniel  Ames  House 

619  High  Street 
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Th  e  Fish  e  r  Horn  es  tead 

218  Cedar  Street 
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Historic  Sites  Marked  in  Tercentenary 

Observance 

One  of  the  first  committees  appointed  to  work  for  Dedham’s  Tercentenary  observ¬ 
ance  was  the  Committee  on  the  marking  of  places  of  historic  interest.  The  committee 
caused  to  be  prepared  and  placed  at  important  sites  forty  wooden  signs  from  two  to 
three  feet  long  and  about  eight  inches  wide.  Black  letters,  two  inches  high  on  a  white 
field,  plainly  designated  to  passersby  the  significance  of  the  places  so  marked.  The 
combined  facts  of  all  the  signs  present  comprehensive  and  accurate  information  as 
to  the  historic  background  of  Dedham. 

More  detailed  information  was  supplied  by  the  committee  in  printed  pamphlets 
containing  a  map  on  which  the  route  of  a  continuous  historic  pilgrimage  about  the 
town  was  plainly  designated.  Data  for  the  itinerary  was  compiled  from  the  report 
of  the  2  5  0th  celebration  where  much  of  it  was  written  by  the  late  Don  Gleason  Hill 
and  Henry  O.  Hildreth,  from  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  County  Records,  from  the  Nathaniel 
Ames  Diary,  from  files  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Register  and  from  the  published 
town  records. 

It  is  impossible  to  record  how  many  local  and  out-of-town  people  visited  the  his¬ 
toric  landmarks  during  Tercentenary  week.  Calls  for  transportation  and  inquiries  were 
so  numerous  that  the  Hostess  Committee  arranged  to  have  Mr.  Percy  Chamberlain’s 
bus  make  special  trips  over  the  route,  certain  afternoons  of  the  week,  and  the  plan  was 
given  fair  patronage.  Many  from  out  of  town  as  well  as  in  town  were  much  aided 
by  the  pamphlets  when  touring  the  historic  sites  in  their  own  cars. 

In  connection  with  the  placing  of  the  markers  the  committee  regrets  that  it  was 
not  able  to  mark  all  the  old  houses  in  Dedham.  To  do  this  would  have  required  a 
vast  amount  of  research  and  could  hardly  have  been  satisfactory  except  where  the 
owner  had  personal  records.  Among  the  Dedham  houses  which  might  repay  investi¬ 
gation  into  their  past  are  the  Gay  Havern,  the  Stow  house,  and  the  Pond  house,  all 
known  under  other  names  today. 

The  Committee  was  influential  in  having  a  boulder  placed  in  Franklin  Square  to 
the  memory  of  Samuel  Colburn,  a  hero  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  a  benefactor  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Markers  has  permanent  value  to  the  people  of 
Dedham  to  some  of  whom  it  has  made  surprising  revelations.  The  committee  was 
warmly  commended  for  its  important  contribution  to  Dedham  Tercentenary.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  markers  will  remain  in  place  for  some  time  and  that  many  will  continue 
Co  have  the  opportunity  of  increasing  their  acquaintance  with  town  history  by  visiting 
the  town’s  historic  landmarks.  The  itinerary  compiled  by  the  committee  follows: 
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1636  —  Dedham  Tercentenary  - 
Committee  on  Markers 


1636 


The  Committee  on  Markers  chose  some  of  the  better  known  points  of  historical  interest 
and  placed  signs  to  indicate  their  location. 

A  suggested  scheme  of  sight  seeing  which  will  cover  most  of  the  marked  historical 
sites  is  as  follows: 
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The  Tercentenary  Headquarters  is  in  the  building  owned  by  the  Knights  of  Col¬ 
umbus  in  Memorial  Hall  Square.  This  is  itself  a  historic  site.  All  of  the  land  near 
here  was  owned  by  Nathaniel  Colburn  and  his  descendants  since  163  8  and  was  willed 
by  Samuel  Colburn  to  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Dedham.  Samuel  Colburn  died  October 
28,  1756  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  near  Saratoga.  The  Church  came  into  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  land  in  1792  on  the  death  of  his  mother.  The  rector,  William  Montague, 
tore  down  the  old  Colburn  house  which  stood  in  the  center  of  Washington  Street  be¬ 
tween  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Building  and  the  Wardle  Block  and  Montague  split 
the  facm  into  lots. 

The  Episcopal  Church  on  May  1,  1792  leased  the  land  where  the  building  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  stands  to  Isaac  Doggett.  Here  he  built  a  house  and  in  1798  sold 
the  "house  barn  and  other  buildings  on  Church  land  where  Jesse  Clap  lives”  to  Willard 
Gay,  who  immediately  transferred  them  to  Timothy  Gay,  July  9,  1798.  Here  several 
people  ran  Gay’s  Tavern,  the  best  known  proprietor  being  James  Bride.  It  was  burned 
in  the  night  of  October  29,  1832  and  October  2,  1833  Timothy  Gay  entered  a  contract 
with  Daniel  Kingsbury  to  build  a  hotel  on  this  spot.  This  was  called  the  Phoenix 
Hotel.  On  August  3  1,  1837  Gay  by  his  assignee  sold  the  Phoenix  Hotel  to  Theodore 
T.  Kimball.  Freeman  Fisher  was  the  next  owner  and  Josiah  D.  Howe,  and  his  widow 
follow  as  owners.  Hannah  Howe  sold  it  to  Henry  White  December  27,  1879,  who 
owned  it  at  the  time  it  was  burned  Christmas  Eve.  of  1880  at  that  time  it  had  been 
leased  to  James  Eaton. 

Now  going  westerly  on  High  Street  on  the  left  side  of  High  Street  in  the  corner 
of  Church  Street  and  High  Street  with  a  large  sycamore  tree  we  see — 

1.  The  site  of  the  first  Post  Office  in  Dedham  where  Jeremiah  Shuttleworth  was 
Postmaster  from  1794  to  1833  and  whose  daughter,  Hannah  Shuttleworth,  left  money 
to  construct  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  Building  (of  red  brick)  which  now  occu¬ 
pies  the  lot.  A  large  collection  of  items  formerly  owned  by  old  Dedham  families  is 
found  there  and  a  large  library  of  geneologies  and  historic  papers  and  records  is  on  file. 

The  house  next  on  the  same  left  hand  side  of  High  Street  is — 

2.  The  second  Post  Office  in  Dedham.  A  brick  end  house  of  beautiful  lines, 
built  about  1803  by  Jeremiah  Shuttleworth  and  deeded  by  him  in  1826  to  Dr.  Elisha 
Thayer,  who  succeeded  Jeremiah  as  Dedham’s  second  Postmaster  and  held  this  position 
from  1833  to  18  56. 

Opposite  on  the  right  hand  side  of  High  street,  directly  beyond  the  present  new 
brick  Post  Office,  is — 

3.  The  beautiful  white  painted  wooden  house  built  by  Doctor  Nathaniel  Ames, 
the  third  of  that  name,  in  1772.  He  was  the  son  of  the  almanac  maker  and  practiced 
many  years  as  a  physician.  He  followed  his  father  as  publisher  of  almanacs.  He  was 
an  ardent  and  even  violent  patriot,  continually  opposing  his  equally  patriotic  youngei 
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Still  on  the  Church  Green  and  also  on  Court  Street  is — 

9.  The  site  of  the  First  Court  House  of  Norfolk  County,  built  in  1795.  This  was 
a  wooden  building  which  in  its  short  history  on  this  site,  1795-18  27,  was  to  hear  the 
powerful  addresses  of  the  most  famous  lawyers  of  our  country.  Later  moved  across 
Court  Street  and  a  little  further  from  High  Street  it  was  to  be  the  general  meeting  place 
for  the  public  to  hear  orators  of  national  renown  including  Abraham  Lincoln  as  its 
most  famous  guest.  It  has  since  been  burned. 

Still  on  the  Church  Green  a  little  further  along  High  Street  we  find — 

10.  The  site  of  the  first  school  of  Dedham  ordered  to  be  built,  "A  schoole  house 
&  a  watchouse  is  resolved  to  be  built  this  next  year”  (Dedham  Records,  10th  month 
19,  1648  Dec.).  A  large  granite  boulder  marks  Dedham  as  having  the  first  free  public 
school  supported  by  public  taxation. 

Just  a  few  feet  further  is — 

11.  The  site  of  the  first  Church  of  Dedham.  The  church  was  gathered  on  the 
"8th  day  of  the  9th  month  1638”  (Nov.),  a  total  membership  of  eight  persons.  John 
Hunting  was  ordained  as  ruling  elder  and  John  Allin  as  pastor  on  the  24th  of  the  2nd 
month  1639  (April).  Joseph  Kingsbury  sold  to  the  Town  an  acre  of  land  where  the 
Church  Green  lies  in  163  8  for  a  "publique  Meeting  house”  and  received  an  acre  in 
exchange  from  John  Allin  to  be  added  to  his  own  land  on  the  north  side  of  High  Street. 
Here  was  built  the  first  meeting  house  probably  completed  in  163  8  after  the  size  de¬ 
cided  upon  "the  first  of  the  11th  month  1637”  (Jan.  1638)  to  be  36  feet  by  20  feet. 
Additions  were  made  in  1646  (see  Dedham  Records,  11th  Mon.  8,  1646)  but  continual 
improvements  were  made,  a  bell  in  165  1,  shingled  in  165  1,  floored  in  1651,  plastered  in 
165  8,  a  new  gallery  in  1659. 

On  the  3rd  month  12th  day  of  1672  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting  house, 
and  it  was  usable  by  fall  of  1673,  the  old  meeting  house  being  sold.  The  present 
building  was  built  in  1762. 

Turning  across  to  the  right  hand  side  of  High  Street  where  now  stands  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  built  in  1819,  we  find  nearby — 

12.  The  site  of  the  homes  of  the  first  five  ministers  of  Dedham  covering  over 
one  hundred  sixty  years.  The  lot  just  beyond  the  Congregational  Church  was  sold  by 
Nicholas  Phillips  to  John  Allin,  the  first  pastor,  on  August  first,  1639  and  here  he  lived. 
Mr.  Adams  later  lived  in  the  same  house.  The  third  minister,  Rev.  Mr.  Belcher,  lived 
about  where  the  Congregational  Church  stands  and  his  successors,  Samuel  Dexter  and 
Jason  Haven,  fourth  and  fifth  pastors  of  the  Church,  lived  in  the  same  house,  taken 
down  about  1819  when  the  Congregational  Church  was  built. 

We  find  a  sign  just  beyond  the  Congregational  Church  pointing  to — 

13.  The  Town  Landing  is  on  the  west  side  of  a  lane  on  the  Charles  River.  This 
is  on  land  set  out  to  Nicholas  Phillips,  August  18,  163  6  and  by  him  transferred  to  the 
Town  before  the  6th  of  the  2nd  month,  1638  (April).  This  may  not  have  been  the 
exact  spot  where  the  first  settlers  landed  but  the  Town  has  held  this  for  a  public  landing 
place  or  "Keye”  ever  since.  The  original  way  to  the  Keye  went  down  Ames  Street 
and  wound  to  the  westward  along  the  side  of  the  river  bank  to  the  Keye.  It  was  aban¬ 
doned  by  1700  and  the  present  way  to  the  Landing  took  its  place. 

Although  we  have  a  memorial  seat  at  the  Ames  Street  Bridge  for  the  "Keye”  its 
actual  location  was  at  the  Nicholas  Phillips  lot,  where  it  still  remains. 

Just  beyond  the  lane  to  the  Landing  Place  we  find  within  a  high  board  fence — 

14.  The  Samuel  Dexter  Mansion,  built  in  176  5  by  Samuel  Dexter,  born  in  1726, 
son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter.  He  was  a  merchant  and  came  back  to  Dedham  in  1762. 
He  held  office  as  representative  to  the  General  Court,  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
gress  and  State  Supreme  Executive  Council.  He  directed  military  operations  in  the 
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Revolution.  The  Dexter  School  in  Dedham  was  so  named  for  his  many  benefactions  to 
he  schools  of  Dedham.  Here  lived  his  son,  Samuel  Dexter,  the  third,  who  later  be'me 
eprescntanve  and  Senator  in  Congress,  Secretary  of  War  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

onc  of  ht'Lr  TK  k"*  U‘"  ^  **■  W.  of  Bosnn  and  Samuel  sZ7, 

one  ot  Ins  heirs.  The  house  is  now  owned  by  the  descendants  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  G.  Bur- 
gcss. 

Continuing  West  on  High  Street  on  the  right  we  see  a  house  set  in  a  large  lawn 
extending  to  the  Charles  River,  known  as  the—  S 

chan/"  of  Boston^  ThT  H°U“  b?,‘  17,8  by  Ed"'"d  Do»'“  a  "Cfci»a  mer- 

chan  ot  Boston.  The  house  was  afterward  owned  by  the  nephew  of  Mrs.  Dowse  Hon 

Josiah  Quincy  and  his  son,  Edmund  Quincy.  ’  °  - 

Continuing  on  High  Street  we  come  to  a  fork  in  the  road  and 


rn  H  I  cThe  Tr"'"mg  F,eld-  The  first  mention  of  the  Training  Field  is  in  the  grant 
o  Hugh  Stacye  of  land  across  High  Street  from  it  in  November  28,  1640  Two§acres 
on  ,e  westerly  end  of  the  trayning  ground”  was  transferred  to  the  military  company 

X  un.z;  a"TrS  “  **  "T-^cd  Company"  on  d,e  S 

DLtys.::rw^4ollTit™,y„ru:  ct rx  sr< a-j 

was  continued  through  it  about  1828  ’  ’  ^  S°  J'  Bndge  StreeC 

°f  C°mm0n  °r  Trainin8  F,dd  °n,°  C°™»"  S‘"*t  »nd  right 

grT  care4)-  t/  Eor„fhadetoStcr;::; 

Rock  Bridge,  here  again  casing  the' ^  CharieT R ivT  ^  *»  °,d  V‘"» 

18.  The  Powder  House,  on  the  Grear  Rrw-L-  Tt •  l  t 

icon,  it,  top  U  a  heautiM'/^Xhe^rk^^^Z^11”'5  ^  - 

StreecTrtrrightTthe'church^0  b“‘  S°  scraight  ahead  on  Court 

nght  is  the  Church  Green  and  just  beyond  it  on  the  right  is  the— 

r  II  m'  House>”  f°rmerly  a  Tavern,  a  beautiful  large  brick  house  with 

all  pillars,  built  in  1801  by  Martin  Marsh  and  for  many  years  serving  the  trade  of 

the  Court  in  competition  with  Bride’s  Tavern,  or  its  successor,  the  Phoenix  House  in 
Dedham  Square. 

Continuing  on  Court  Street  on  the  left  in  the  fork  of  Court  Street  and  Church 
Street  stood  the  building  where  many  lawyers  held  their  office,  including — 

20.  Horace  Mann,  the  great  public  school  educator  of  Massachusetts,  who  held 
his  office  here  from  1823  to  1  833.  On  this  same  lot  stands  a  large  house  which  was 
built  about  1801  and  run  by  William  Howe  as  a  Tavern.  It  was  sold  as  a  dwelling 
to  Mace  Smith  in  1818. 
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bear  right  under  the  railroad  again  right  onto  East  Street.  After  going  under  a 
second  railroad  bridge,  a  few  hundred  feet  further  on  the  left  is  the — 

26.  Avery  oak,  an  immense  white  oak  probably  older  than  our  Town,  standing 
in  front  of  the  cellar  of  the  Avery  House  (taken  down  in  188  5  ).  The  house  was  that 
ol  Dr.  William  Avery,  a  physician  of  Boston  who  bought  this  land  probably  about 
1  65  5  and  his  descendants  lived  here  until  about  188  5.  Near  here  stood  the  town  black¬ 
smith  shop  as  the  Averys  always  had  a  smith  in  their  family  to  do  the  iron  work  in  the 

t°V9?/  .  ^  shop  st,°°d  until  near  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  near  the  corner 
o  Clark  Street  and  East  Street.  Edward  Keinpe  who  lived  on  East  Street  nearer  High 
Street  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  163  8. 

Ve  continue  on  East  Street  and  on  our  right  at  the  far  corner  of  East  Street  and 
Eastern  Avenue  we  have — 

27.  The  Fairbanks  House.  There  is  no  need  to  tell  its  story.  The  land  has  been 
in  the  family  ownership  since  its  original  grant  to  Jonathan  Fairbanks  probably  in  1637. 
Let  the  house  speak  for  itself.  Whatever  its  exact  age,  it  is  the  most  picturesque  antique 
one  could  wish  ol  our  first  settlers.  It  cannot  in  fairness  to  the  social  history  of  our 

people  be  passed  by  without  a  visit  to  its  interior  which  has  seen  so  many  lives  cross  if 
threshold. 

The  remainder  of  our  sight  seeing  must  be  to  scattered  places. 

i  a  f'0™™10?  on  East  Streec  Past  old  Farrington  houses  on  the  right  where  the 

haS  *"  the  Earnngton  family  or  their  relatives  since  their  earliest  grants  about 
,  ’,anf  the  b°Uses  aferof  unknown  but  ancient  age,  we  may  pass  under  another  rail¬ 
road  bridge  and  turn  left  on  Cedar  Street,  cross  over  that  railroad  and  on  the  right 
just  beyond  Ash  Street  see  the——  * 

28.  Home  built  by  Anthony  Fisher,  Jr.,  or  his  son  Josiah.  Anthony  Fisher,  Tr., 
was  here  granted  43  acres  in  1664  and  it  is  safe  enough  to  say  the  house  is  over  two 

undred  and  fifty  years  old.  The  house  is  in  a  unique  state  of  preservation  and  has 

°/  th.C  F‘Siher  fam,ly  latCr  °Wne<J  b>'  D°Ctor  Sprague  and  then  owned 
by  the  Vf  hiting  family  who  were  the  millers  of  Dedham  for  almost  two  hundred  vears. 

Then  we  may  follow  Cedar  Street  and  Oakdale  Avenue  to  Hartnett  Square  and 
Bussey  Street  to  Mother  Brook  where  on  the  right  stood— 

29.  The  site  of  the  first  grist  mill  of  Dedham  built  by  John  Elderkin  by  early 

1640  and  soon  sold  to  Nathaniel  Whiting.  From  1649  to  1823  his  descendants  ran  a 
mill  at  this  spot.  To  furnish  water  for  the  mill  we  have _ 

30.  Mother  Brook,  the  first  English  built  canal  in  America  which  has  steadily 
since  it  completion  in  1640  (ordered  built  March  2  5,  163  9)  furnished  the  water  of  the 
Charles  River  to  mills  on  its  way  to  the  Neponset  River  in  Hyde  Park.  It  receives  one 
third  of  the  water  of  the  Charles  River  arriving  at  Dedham  and  diverts  it  to  a  new 
course  and  drop  about  forty-five  feet  in  its  length  of  about  three  miles  to  the  Neponset 
River.  It  had  hve  privileges  between  the  rivers  and  has  ground  corn,  fulled  cloth, 
stamped  coins,  made  paper  woven  cloth  and  carpets,  sawed  lumber,  made  leather  and 
stamped  nails  in  its  history.  It  has  helped  to  finance  colleges,  and  endow  education 
and  science,  finance  parks  and  done  a  noble  service  for  the  country. 

On  Mother  Brook  at  Maverick  Street  we  find — 

.  The  Sl^  °f  ,tbe  se,cond  mil1  of  Dedham  granted  the  29th  of  the  9th  month 

1664  (Nov.)  to  Daniel  Pond  and  Ezra  Morse,  so  we  may  suppose  it  to  be  built  in  166  5 
Ih.s  site  was  a  short  way  above  the  present  dam  on  Maverick  Street  and  the  dam  still 
existed  in  1846. 

Prepared  by  the  Committee  ox  Markers: 

Earl  W.  Pilling 
Charles  Stearns 
George  A.  Phillips 
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Arts  Exhibit 


During  the  week  of  the  Tercentenary,  Dedham  had  its  first  opportunity  to  see  a 
comprehensive  collection  of  its  arts  and  crafts,  past  and  present.  Housed  in  the 
Unitarian  vestry,  where  fifty  years  ago  a  similar  though  less  pretentious  collection  was 
assembled,  this  exhibition  occupied  the  two  large  halls  and  one  smaller  room.  It  was 
open  for  three  days,  and  during  that  time  over  two  thousand  visitors  came  to  see  it. 

The  exhibition  was  divided  into  three  parts:  the  historical  collection,  arts,  and 
crafts. 

The  articles  of  the  historical  collection,  all  closely  connected  either  with  Dedham 
families  or  former  residents  of  the  town,  showed  the  changes  in  living  that  have  taken 
place  from  the  founding  of  the  town  up  to  the  present  century.  There  were  notably 
line  examples  of  rough  Indian  tools,  simple  Colonial  pewter  and  spinning  wheels, 
delicate  Chippendale  chairs,  robust  Empire  bureaus,  and  ornate  Victorian  settees.  Link¬ 
ing  this  town  with  its  mother-country  were  pictures  of  Dedham,  England;  a  book  by 
John  Rogers,  once  a  resident  of  that  town  and  one  of  our  earliest  settlers;  and  an 
English  ivy  from  the  grave  of  one  of  his  ancestors.  A  few  of  the  outstanding  exhibits 
were  a  rare  Liverpool  pitcher,  a  mirror  that  once  belonged  to  Fisher  Ames,  a  christening 
robe  13  0  years  old,  a  Chippendale  chair  the  duplicate  of  which  is  in  the  Metropolitan 
Museum,  a  portrait  by  Rembrandt  Peale.  There  were  many  other  fine  and  rare 
examples  of  clothing,  books,  silver,  china,  glass,  pottery,  paintings,  and  guns,  as  well 
as  hundreds  of  pieces  of  furniture.  The  exhibitors  were  Mrs.  Walter  Austin,  Robert 
M.  Bailey,  Jr.,  Ernest  J.  Baker,  Miss  Frances  M.  Baker,  Miss  Julia  A.  Baker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ross  W.  Baker,  Mrs.  Sumner  E.  Brown,  John  K.  Burgess,  Mrs.  Theodore  P.  Burgess, 
Mrs.  Charles  J.  Capen,  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Clarke,  Henry  Cole,  Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Converse, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Comerais,  Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Cutter,  Ernest  B.  Daniels,  Laurence  G.  Dean, 
Dedham  Country  and  Polo  Club,  Dedham  Pottery  Co.,  Mrs.  Louis  C.  Dethlefs,  Thomas 
3.  Doggett,  Charles  A.  Eaton,  Miss  Isabel  C.  French,  Allan  Forbes,  Miss  Frances 
Guild,  Mrs.  Joseph  Guild,  Albert  Hale,  Mrs.  Andrew  H.  Hodgdon,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Ronald  M.  King,  Miss  Edith  Loring,  Miss  Alice  F.  Marsh,  Miss  Gertrude 

L.  Morse,  Miss  Helen  F.  Page,  Mrs.  Ebenezer  T.  Paul,  George  A.  Phillips,  Mrs.  Chester 

M.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Rogers,  Anson  H.  Smith,  Frank  Smith,  Frederic  J.  Stimson, 
Mrs.  Frank  F.  Streeter,  Arthur  F.  Thayer,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Thayer,  Miss  Margaret 
Warren,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Wattles,  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Weatherbee,  Mrs.  Alonzo  O.  Withington, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  M.  Worthington,  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Worthington. 

Dedham’s  artists  were  fully  represented  in  the  Arts  Exhibit.  Over  a  hundred 
pictures  by  thirty-two  artists  were  shown.  The  modes  of  pictorial  representation  includ¬ 
ed  charcoal,  pencil,  pastel,  oil,  watercolor,  and  tempera.  Although,  as  in  most  exhibits, 
landscapes  predominated,  there  were  also  a  number  of  portraits,  still  lifes,  and  abstrac¬ 
tions.  Dominating  the  show  were  two  large  sketches  by  Mrs.  Philip  L.  Hale  and  oils 
by  Charles  E.  Mills.  There  were  portraits  and  landscapes  by  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Rev.  Francis  L.  Whittemore,  and  Manley  Butler,  oils  by  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Sewall 
and  Henry  D.  Minot,  and  sculpture  by  Mrs.  Lovering  Hathaway,  Mrs.  James  A.  Hal  - 
sted,  and  Joseph  Malenfant.  A  group  of  photographs  was  exhibited,  and  also  a  set  of 
cartoons  by  Charles  Donelan.  Other  contributors  were  Mrs.  Baker  Bates,  Ross  W. 
Baker,  Mrs.  George  M.  Butler,  Arthur  Corsini,  Arthur  B.  Cutter,  Albert  H.  Dockray, 
Miss  Margarita  W.  Ells,  Joseph  Guild,  Lovering  Hathaway,  Harry  W.  Hewins,  Mrs. 
Carl  Masson,  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Moore,  Hugh  Perrin,  Miss  Clara  G.  Perry,  Mrs.  Anna 
Kimball  Rogers,  H.  Lee  Shumway,  Miss  Edna  C.  Spiers,  Harry  Spiers,  John  M.  Whit¬ 
comb,  Miss  Laura  Wiggins,  and  Miss  Constance  B.  Williston.  As  many  of  these  artists 
have  made  painting  their  vocation,  the  work  on  the  whole  was  remarkably  high  in 
calibre  and  free  from  dilettantism. 

[140] 


\jT  THE 

>6  DEDHAM 

Iffifil 


landing  place  of 

FIRST  SETTLERS 


VV 


HE 


MAIHIJTfl 


I  n-Mnfl  .*iM  bn*  ,r»oiyi«l"i©\i  .M  '***«  riU  bnr.  ,iC> 

.«  i<iit  ;m!iL  moil  jari  bot  sic  > 


UQJTATUA  "t  .!  J'i 


DEDHAM 
i  (j  3  6 


rERCENTENAirqn^ 

10  36  fSPlfii 


rd  | 
: 

1 1 

=1  ; 


31 

d  i 


a 


1 

m 


ii 


The  crafts  exhibit  was  outstanding  for  its  scope  and  the  perfection  of  the  arti¬ 
cles.  Particularly  prominent  in  this  exhibition  of  Dedham’s  handcraft  were  examples 
of  silver  by  Miss  Katharine  Pratt,  bowls  and  dishes  from  the  Dedham  Pottery,  and 
fabrics  from  the  Dedham  Weavers.  Notable  exhibits  were  a  violin  made  by  F.  S. 
Converse,  a  doll  house  by  Albert  MercPr,  a  telescope  by  Carl  Hedlund  and  a  3 -wheel 
clock  by  Ernest  Daniels.  Other  exhibits  included  examples  of  silver,  pottery, 
wood  carving,  cabinet  making,  ship  modeling,  metal  work,  jewelry,  and  needle  craft. 
Additional  interest  was  given  by  daily  demonstrations  of  weaving  and  block  printing. 
The  following  also  contributed  articles  to  the  exhibition:  Dr.  Frederick  C.  Allen,  Mrs. 
Walter  Austin,  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Bailey,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Baker  Bates,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  W. 
Bird,  Sumner  E.  Brown,  George  S.  Butler,  Manley  Butler,  Mrs.  Ernest  H.  Chute,  Frank 
H.  Clarke,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Cobbett,  Thomas  Connors,  Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Converse, 
Mrs.  Antonio  DeFalco,  David  G.  Dethlefs,  Mrs.  Edwin  S.  Dodge,  Eric  B.  Ericson,  Mrs. 
W  illiam  F..  Glover,  Miss  Lucy  Glover,  F.  J.  R.  Gyllenberg,  Mrs.  George  E.  Hall,  Mrs. 
Edward  B.  Hunt,  Miss  Evelyn  S.  Kimball,  Hans  Kudlich,  Miss  Florence  E.  Leonard, 
1  rank  G.  Leonard,  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Leonard,  Frank  F.  Lipps,  Mrs.  Arthur  T.  Lyman, 
Mrs.  Alfred  V.  Maas,  Mrs.  Dorothy  McDermott,  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Moore,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
S.  Moore,  Mrs.  Wallace  J.  Murray,  Feliciano  Nemiccolo,  Mrs.  Sture  Palmquist,  Hugh 
Perrin,  Clara  G.  Perry,  Mrs.  Knute  A.  W.  Peterson,  Mrs.  Frederick  WL  Rice,  Edward  C. 
Sager,  Mrs.  Rose  T.  Schortmann,  Max  G.  Seaver,  John  M.  Shaw,  Mrs.  Herbert  H. 
Simpson,  Miss  Mary  F.  Snelling,  Alfred  H.  Swanson,  Miss  Margaret  Warren,  Miss 
Merle  W'hitcomb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Whitcomb,  Miss  Marion  Williams,  Mrs. 
Carl  Nelson,  Eli  Leshansky,  and  Mrs.  Sven  Ekberg. 

In  all  three  parts  of  the  exhibition,  admirable  restraint  was  shown,  both  in  selection 
and  in  arrangement.  The  exhibition  had  its  genesis  late  in  June  when  a  group  of  citi¬ 
zens  met  to  discuss  a  possible  showing  of  Dedham’s  present  and  historic  arts.  Mrs.  Frank 
FI.  Clarke  as  acting  chairman  led  the  plans  for  organization.  J.  Milton  Robertson  was 
elected  permanent  chairman  and  Miss  Margarita  W.  Ells,  secretary.  After  a  series  of 
meetings  the  following  committees  were  selected: 

Fine  Arts:  H.  Lee  Shumway  chairman;  Mrs.  Philip  L.  Hale,  Mrs.  James  A.  Hal- 
sted.  Miss  Mildred  Jaques,  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Moore,  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Shumway,  Ross  WL 
Baker,  Manley  Butler,  Charles  E.  Mills,  Rev.  Francis  Lee  Whittenaore,  and  Arthur  L. 
Williston. 

Crafts:  Hugh  Perrin,  chairman;  Robert  M.  Bailey,  3rd,  Mrs.  Grafton  J.  Corbett, 
Preston  Cole,  A.  H.  Dockray,  Miss  Carmela  DeFalco,  Miss  Lucy  Glover,  Theodore  T. 
Fledlund,  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Hunt,  Miss  Marion  Hebblethwaite,  Mrs.  Dorothy  McDermott, 
Miss  Katharine  Pratt,  and  Mrs.  Percival  L.  Pc-well. 

Historic  Art:  Mrs.  Ross  W.  Baker,  chairman;  Mrs.  W'alter  Austin,  Mrs.  Robert 
M.  Bailey,  Jr.,  Miss  Margaret  Boyd,  Mrs.  Albert  L.  Nickerson,  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Pratt, 
and  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Thayer. 

The  records  of  every  article  exhibited  will  be  preserved  in  the  Dedham  Historical 
Society  for  the  use  of  the  town  in  any  future  celebrations. 
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SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  20 
2:00  P.  M. 

HISTORICAL  EXERCISES  OF  TERCENTENARY  CELEBRATION 
STONE  PARK.,  Whiting  Avenue 

Band  Concert — 1:30  P.  M.  to  2:00  P.  M. — Lilly’s  Dedham  Band 
Stepping  Along  Goldman 

Raymond  Overture  Thomas 

Songs  of  Uncle  Sam  llosmer 

Opera,  Mirror  Tobam 

Selections,  Maytime  Romberg 

March,  Stars  and  Stripes  .  Sousa 

Program — 2  P.  M. 

Invocation,  Rev.  George  P.  O’Conor 

Opening  Chorus — The  Heavens  Resound  Beethoven 

Robert  W.  Gibb,  director 
America  (band  accompaniment) — Audience 
Opening  Address — Dr.  Arthur  M.  Worthington 

Chairman  of  the  Dedham  Tercentenary  Committee 
Greetings  of  the  Commonwealth 

His  Excellency,  Governor  James  M.  Curley 
America,  the  Beautiful — Audience  and  Band 
Tercentenary  Address — Mr.  Charles  Warren 
Solo — The  Star  Spangled  Banner  —  Mrs.  Jean  Fyffe  Williams 
(band  accompaniment) 

Benediction — Rev.  Francis  Lee  Whittemore 


ORGAN  RECITALS  AND  SPECIAL  TERCENTENARY  SERVICE 
AT  THE  FIRST  PARISH  CHURCH 

First  Parish  Church  was  open  to  Tercentenary  visitors:  Sept.  12,  1-4  p.  m.;  Sept. 
13,  4-5  p.  m.;  Sept.  14,  15,  16,  17,  1-4  p.  m.;  Sept.  18,  1-  5  p.  m.;  Sept.  19,  4-5  p.  m.; 
Sept.  20,  4-5  p.m. 

On  Sept.  18  and  Sept.  19  there  were  formal  organ  recitals  from  4-5  by  William 
Friso  Frank.  Recitals  September  15  and  17,  2:00  to  3:00  p.  m.,  by  Carrie  Frances  Hill. 

There  was  a  special  Tercentenary  service  in  the  church,  Sunday  morning,  Sept.  20, 
at  11  o’clock.  At  that  time  there  was  a  special  musical  program  with  an  augmented 
choir  of  mixed  voices  and  organ  and  string  orchestra  accompaniment.  The  Festival 
Prelude,  by  Arthur  Foote,  was  played.  Mr.  Foote  was  present  for  the  occasion.  The 
patriotic  cantata,  "Land  of  Our  Hearts”,  by  George  W.  Chadwick,  words  by  John 
Hall  Ingham,  was  sung  by  the  choir.  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  minister  of  the  church, 
assisted  by  past  ministers  of  the  church  preached.  The  musical  program  was  arranged  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Boetje. 
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Historical  Exercises  at  Stone  Park 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  present  generations  did  Dedham  enjoy  such  a  feast 
of  oratory  as  was  hers  at  the  Tercentenary  Historical  Exercises  at  Stone  Park,  Sunday 
afternoon,  Sept.  20.  The  exercises  followed  special  morning  Tercentenary  services  in 
some  of  Dedham’s  churches  and  began  at  2  o’clock. 

The  weather  was  ideal,  a  film  of  light  clouds  screening  the  audience  at  intervals 
from  a  too  brilliant  sun.  There  was  not  the  slightest  untoward  incident  to  mar  the 
dignity  of  the  occasion  which  was  carried  through  under  the  careful  planning  of  the 
Sunday  Program  committee. 

The  speakers  stand  was  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  park.  Before  it  were  ranged 
many  hundred  seats  later  occupied  by  a  large  concourse  of  people  including  the  chorus 
and  many  invited  guests.  Although  seats  were  provided  many'  of  the  audience  preferred 
to  range  themselves  at  vantage  points  about  the  park.  Many  y'oung  people  and  children 
were  in  the  gathering.  Poles  to  hold  a  tent  covering  were  in  place  in  case  of  a  sudden 
shower,  but  happily  were  not  needed.  Ushers  were  on  hand  to  seat  the  audience  and 
care  for  its  general  comfort.  Programs  giving  the  order  of  exercises  were  distributed. 

The  program  presented  as  speakers  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  His 
Excellency  James  M.  Curley;  the  Chairman  of  the  Tercentnary'  Committee,  Dr.  Arthur 
M.  Worthington,  and  former  Asst.  Attorney  General  of  the  U.  S.,  Charles  Warren. 
Rev.  George  P.  O’Conor  gave  the  invocation  and  Rev.  Francis  Lee  Whittemore  pro¬ 
nounced  the  benediction.  With  them  seated  on  the  platform  were  Honorable  and  Mrs. 
Frederic  J.  Stimson,  Congressman  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth  and  Mrs.  Wiggles- 
worth,  State  Senator  Samuel  H.  Wragg,  Rep.  Mason  Sears,  Com.  John  E.  Bronson,  Rev. 
Eyman  V.  Rutledge  and  members  of  the  Tercentenary  Committee. 

Lilly' s  Dedham  Band,  composed  of  twenty-five  musicians  opened  the  program  with 
a  half-hour  concert,  beginning  at  1:30  o’clock.  Amplifiers  insured  the  enjoy'ment 
of  the  entire  program  to  all. 

A  chorus  of  one  hundred  voices  under  the  direction  of  Robert  W.  Gibb,  assembled 
from  various  choral  groups  of  the  town  sang  the  opening  chorus,  "The  Heavens  Re¬ 
sound,”  Beet  bore  n,  and  led  the  audience  in  two  patriotic  numbers  at  intermissions  in  the 
speaking  program. 

Preliminary  addresses  were  made  by  the  Chairman  who  welcomed  the  citizens  of 
Dedham,  and  daughter  and  sister  towns  to  the  culminating  event  of  the  Tercentenary 
celebration.  The  Governor  brought  the  greetings  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Tercen¬ 
tenary  orator,  Mr.  Warren,  because  of  his  native  Dedham  citizenship  and  his  distin¬ 
guished  career  as  a  statesman,  inspired  more  than  the  usual  interest  incident  to  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Warren  fulfilled  the  expectations  of  his  audience,  holding  their  unremit¬ 
ting  attention  for  more  than  an  hour  with  much  new  historic  data  and  brightening  his 
fundamentally  serious  line  of  thought  with  pleasing  anecdotes,  all  in  a  manner  that 
made  his  oration  an  unforgettable  memory  of  those  who  heard. 

The  high  note  of  the  patriotic  occasion  was  touched  when  Mrs.  Jean  Fyffe  Wil¬ 
liams  sang  with  band  accompaniment,  The  Star  Spangled  Banner.  During  the  program, 
America  the  Beautiful  ,  byr  Katherine  Lee  Bates,  was  sung  by'  the  chorus  and  audience, 
her  father,  Rev.  Joshua  Bates,  having  been  a  former  minister  at  First  Parish  Church. 

After  the  exercises  there  was  much  picture  taking.  An  informal  reception  was 
held  at  Dedham  Community  House. 
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Informal  Reception  Follozvmg  Historical 

Exercises 

The  old  Judge  Haven  House,  representative  of  Dedham’s  most  dignified  architec¬ 
tural  period  and  now  serving  the  people  of  Dedham  as  a  Community  House  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Dedham  Community  Association,  was  an  active  participant  in  the  ter¬ 
centenary  celebration.  Prior  to  the  week  of  celebration  the  house  was  prepared  by 
outside  and  inside  renovations  to  creditably  assume  its  place  as  one  of  the  town’s 
most  distinguished  landmarks.  The  new  decoration  brought  out  effectively  the  superb 
architecture  of  the  stately  rooms  of  the  house  whose  furnishings  create  the  comfortable 
atmosphere  of  its  earlier  history. 

It  was  with  much  pride  that  the  Tercentenary  Committee  accepted  the  invitation 
of  the  Association  to  hold  the  Informal  Reception  to  follow  the  Historical  Exercises 
in  the  historic  mansion.  A  Reception  Committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  this  closing  event.  Mr.  Theodore  T.  Marsh  was  made  chairman.  The  committee 
was  assisted  by  the  House  Committee  of  the  association,  Mrs.  Albert  Hale,  chairman. 

Following  the  Historical  Exercises  at  Stone  Park,  Sunday  afternoon,  September  20, 
a  distinguished  gathering  assembled  at  the  House.  The  guests  of  honor  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Warren  and  others  who  had  taken  part  in  the  speaking  program,  Hon.  and 
Mrs.  Frederic  J.  Stimson,  Congressman  and  Mrs.  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth,  Town,  State, 
County  officials  and  their  wives,  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Wilhston,  president  of  the  Dedham 
Community  Association  and  Mrs.  Williston,  Chairman  Dr.  Arthur  M.  Worthington 
and  Mrs.  Worthington,  and  members  of  the  Tercentenary  Commitee. 

The  center  of  hospitality  was  in  the  East  Room  where  Miss  Margaret  Warren, 
sister  of  the  Tercentenary  orator,  Miss  Frances  M.  Baker,  Mrs.  Albert  Hale,  Miss  Gladys 
Dean,  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  J.  Kimball  served  as  hostesses.  The  yellow  and  white  table  deco¬ 
rations  lent  a  charming  note  of  color  and  added  general  buoyancy  to  the  occasion. 
Bouillon,  cakes,  ices  and  coffee  were  served. 

During  the  reception  there  was  a  musical  program  by  Joseph  Boetje’s  Orchestra. 
The  orchestra  played  on  the  veranda  outside  Haven  Hall  where  chairs  were  placed  for 
the  convenience  of  those  guests  who  wished  to  listen  more  fully  to  the  music.  The 
program  was  as  follows: 

1.  Priests’  March  (from  "Athalia”)  Mendelssohn 

2.  Overture  to  The  Magic  Flute 

3.  Ballet  Suite 

(Tambourin  -  Menuct  -  Gigue) 

4.  French  Military  March 

5.  On  the  Beautiful  Blue  Danube 

6.  A  Group  of  Concert  Pieces: 

a.  Alt  Wien 

b.  Little  Viennese  March 

c.  Dagger  Dance 

7.  Invitation  to  the  Dance 

8.  From  Italy 

(Neapolitan  Folk  Song  Medley) 

9.  Melodies  from  "The  Mikado”  Gilbert  and  Sullivan 

10.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever  Sousa 
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Organization  of  Committee 

For  more  than  ten  years  before  Dedham  s  3  00th  anniversary  of  its  incorporation  as  a 
town  the  townspeople  looked  forward  to  a  suitable  celebration  of  the  Tercentenary.  The 
decade  previous  to  the  Tercentenary  year  was  of  wide  economic  variation  starting  out 
with  a  boom  period  greater  than  the  country  or  town  had  ever  known.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  one  of  the  most  severe  depressions  in  history,  world-wide  in  its  scope.  The 
depression  was  such  as  to  call  for  drastic  reduction  in  all  expenditures,  private  and  pub¬ 
lic.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  condition  did  not  interfere  with  the  town’s  desire  to 
commemorate  its  3  00th  birthday  fittingly. 

In  February,  193  3,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Warren,  former  U.  S.  Assistant  Attor- 
General,  a  citizen  of  Dedham  but  resident  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  published  in 
1  he  Dedham  Transcript  suggesting  that  the  matter  of  a  celebration  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society.  The  suggestion  preceded  an  article  in  the 
warrant  for  the  town  meeting  of  that  year — To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
as  ith  reference  to  the  celebration  in  193  6  of  the  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Town.  By  action  of  the  town-meeting  members  in  Town  Meeting, 
April  1,  it  was  voted  that — "the  subject  matter  of  this  article  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  consising  of  the  Curators  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  and  ten  citizens  of 
the  Town  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator.” 

Accordingly  the  Committee  for  the  Celebration  of  the  Three  Hundredth  An¬ 
niversary  of  Dedham  came  into  being.  It  was  known  as  the  Dedham  Tercentenary 
Committee.  The  ten  members  at  large  appointed  by  Moderator  James  R.  Hooper  were 
Mrs.  Frank  H.  Clarke,  H.  Wendell  Endicott,  John  A.  Hirsch,  Miss  Rosanna  F.  Lynch, 
James  J.  Mandeville,  Lyman  E.  Matta,  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Pratt,  John  J.  Smith,  Boyd  S. 
\\  hiring,  George  C.  W  ilia rd .  Tne  Curators  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  were  Er¬ 
nest  J.  Baker,  Theodore  T.  Marsh,  Charles  E.  Mills,  George  A.  Phillips,  Earl  W.  Pilling, 
James  P.  Roberts,  Frank  Smith,  Charles  Stearns,  Julius  H.  Tuttle,  Alvan  F.  Worthington 
and  Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington. 

The  committee  held  its  first  meeting,  Alay  13,  193  3.  The  name  of  Air.  Tuttle, 
president  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society,  was  placed  in  nomination  as  chairman. 
Mi.  Tuttle  felt  he  could  not  accept  the  nomination.  The  honor  was  then  extended 
to  Air.  H.  Wendell  Endicott  who  also  regretted  his  inability  to  serve. 

The  committee  then  organized  with  the  following  officers:  Chairman,  Dr.  Arthur 
Al.  Worthington;  Vice-chairman,  Airs.  Chester  AI.  Pratt;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Aliss 
Rosanna  F.  Lynch;  Recording  Secretary,  Airs.  Frank  H.  Clarke;  Treasurer,  George  C. 
V  illard. 

Resignations  from  the  committee  over  a  period  of  months  made  it  necessary  to  make 
the  following  changes  in  its  membership:  Mr.  Richard  S.  Whitney  was  appointed  to 
take  the  place  of  Air.  James  J.  Mandeville,  resigned;  Air.  Robert  M.  Bailey  Jr.  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Aloderator  to  take  the  place  of  Airs.  Chester  Al.  Pratt,  resigned;  Air.  John 
W.  Connors  was  appointed  by  the  Moderator  to  take  the  place  of  Richard  S.  W'hitney, 
resigned;  Rev.  Lyman  V .  Rutledge  was  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Dedham  His- 
toiical  Society  to  take  the  place  of  Air.  Charles  E.  Mills,  a  curator  of  the  society,  who 
resigned. 

The  committee  of  twenty-one  which  originated  and  carried  out  plans  for  the 
town  s  Tercentenary  celebration  was  as  follows: 

Chairman,  Arthur  Al.  Worthington ;  corresponding  secretary,  Aliss  Rosanna  F. 
Lynch;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Frank  Hilliard  Clarke;  treasurer,  George  C.  Willard; 
Robert  M.  Bailey,  Jr.,  Ernest  J.  Baker,  H.  Wendell  Endicott,  John  A.  Hirsch,  John  W. 
Connors,  Theodore  T.  Alarch,  Lyman  E.  Matta,  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  Earl  W. 
Pilling,  George  A.  Phillips,  James  P.  Roberts,  Frank  Smith,  John  J.  Smith,  Charles 
Stearns,  Julius  H.  Tuttle,  Boyd  S.  W  hiting,  Alvan  F.  Worthington. 
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The  committee  met  monthly  over  a  period  of  ten  months  and  in  a  few  special 
meetings  called  by  the  chairman;  thereafter  bi-monthly  with  special  meetings  when 
needed,  up  to  the  time  and  for  several  months  following  the  celebration.  The  meetings 
were  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society  and  for  a  time  at  Tercentenary 
Headquarters. 

Early  in  the  organization  of  its  plans  an  executive  committee,  by  vote  of  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  Committee,  was  appointed  by  the  chairman.  They  were  Dr.  Arthur  M. 
Worthington,  Julius  H.  Tuttle,  H.  Wendell  Endicott,  Charles  Stearns,  Miss  Rosanna  F. 
Lynch.  Most  of  the  business  relative  to  the  Tercentenary  Celebration,  however,  was 
conducted  by  the  main  committee. 

A  bill,  introduced  into  the  General  Court  by  Representative  Mason  Sears,  resulted 
in  the  week  of  September  13 -September  20  being  devoted  to  the  Tercentenary  celebra¬ 
tion. 

The  following  bill,  introduced  into  the  General  Court  by  Representative  Mason 
Sears,  resulted  in  the  week  of  September  13 -September  20  being  devoted  to  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  celebration. 

"This  bill  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  and  was  signed  by  the  Governor  on  April 
S/h,  and  is  now  Chapter  9  or  The  Resolves  of  1936.” 


HOUSE 


No.  1664 


By  Mi*.  Sears  of  Dedham,  petition  of  Mason  Sears  and 
other  members  of  the  General  Court  that  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  designate  the  week  commencing  September 
14  in  the  current  year  as  Dedham  Tercentenary  week  in 
commemoration  of  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Dedham 
in  1636.  Legal  Affairs. 


Commontoealtt)  of  f?la££>acf)u£etts. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Thirty-Six. 

Resolve  providing  for  the  Designation  of  a  Week  in  Sep¬ 
tember  as  Dedham  Tercentenary  Week  in  the  Cur¬ 
rent  Year. 

1  Resolved,  That  the  governor  is  requested  to  desig- 

2  nate  as  Dedham  tercentenary  week  the  week  com- 

3  mencing  on  September  fourteenth  and  ending  on 

4  September  twentieth  of  the  current  year,  in  com- 

5  memoration  of  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of 

6  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Dedham. 
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Before  the  town  meeting  of  April  1936  the  Tercentenary  Committee  had  definitely 
outlined  the  plan  of  celebration  and  had  conferred  with  the  town  Finance  Committee 
relative  to  a  request  from  the  town  of  an  appropriation  of  S9800  to  cover  expenses.  An 
article  accordingly  appeared  in  the  town  warrant  asking  that  this  sum  be  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  the  Tercentenary  Committee.  The  request  was  granted  and  with  the 

full  support  of  the  town  behind  them  the  committee  proceeded  to  put  its  plans  into 
action. 


The  Tercentenary  Film  pageant  had  already  been  started,  the  most  original  and 
most  arduous  part  of  the  celebration,  toward  which  $5  000  of  the  sum  appropriated  for 
the  celebration  was  set  aside.  The  cost  of  the  pageant  did  not  amount  to  the  full  sum 
devoted  to  it,  due  to  the  creative  energy  of  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  pageant  director, 
ut  in  point  of  time  involved,  effort  of  the  entire  community  contributed,  outside  in¬ 
terest  created,  and  permanence  of  the  investment  it  may  properly  be  considered  an  im¬ 
portant  half  of  the  whole  celebration. 
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In  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  main  committee  and  to  create  as  wide  an 
interest  as  possible  in  the  celebration  sub-committees  were  appointed  and  approved  by 
the  general  committee.  To  these  committees  the  success  of  the  celebration  is  to  a  large 
extent  due.  Unselfishly  and  self-effacingly  men  and  women  devoted  many  hours  and 
much  thought  to  create  memorable  entertainment  for  the  great  Tercentenary  event. 
The  names  of  many  whose  cooperation  and  assistance  were  important  assets  in  the  work 
of  the  celebration  may  not  appear  in  these  annals  but  their  quiet  support,  sustaining  in¬ 
terest,  and  generous  response  to  every  requirement  of  the  committees’  plans  was  quite 
as  vital  to  the  success  of  the  occasion  as  the  efforts  of  those  who  did  the  immediate  work 
of  the  Tercentenary  celebration.  The  entire  citizenship  of  Dedham  must  always  be  re¬ 
membered  in  any  account  of  Tercentenary  activities  for  without  this  bulwark  of  sup- 
port  there  could  have  been  no  celebration. 
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Hospitality 

Hospitality  is  that  gracious  accompaniment  of  entertaining  which  looks  out  for 
the  comfort  of  every  guest  and  which  keeps  the  machinery  of  entertainment  functioning 
smoothly  and  unobtrusively  to  the  happiness  of  all.  Among  the  last  committees  to  be 
appointed  to  assist  in  Dedham’s  Tercentenary  celebration  was  the  Hostess  Committee 
whose  prescribed  duties  were  to  provide  general  hospitality  for  the  week  of  celebration, 
September  13-20. 
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Thirty-one  women  responded  to  the  invitation  of  the  Committee  on  Committees 
to  serve  on  the  Hostess  Committee,  but  only  twenty-six  of  this  number,  due  to 
summer  vacations  away  from  Dedham,  actually  served.  They  were:  Mrs.  Patrick  B. 
Carr,  Mrs.  George  F.  Connors,  Miss  Gladys  Dean,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Eastman,  Mrs.  Ralph 
A.  Eaton,  Mrs.  Joseph  Guild,  Mrs.  Albert  Hale,  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Harrigan,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Humphreys,  Mrs.  Harold  E  Johnson,  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Keelan  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  J.  Kimball,  Miss  Rosanna  F.  Lynch,  Mrs.  Richard  E.  Mark,  Mrs.  Ralph 
IT.  Pettingell,  Mrs.  Roswell  F.  Phelps,  Mrs.  Ada  H.  Pillsbury,  Mrs.  James  Purdon, 
Mrs.  James  P.  Roberts,  Miss  Marion  Robinson,  Mrs.  William  C.  Rugg,  Mrs.  Anson 
H.  Smith,  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Williston,  Mrs.  Kennedy  Pope,  Mrs.  E.  'XL  Birchall. 

The  committee  organized  bv  electing  the  following  officers:  Executive  co-chairmen, 
Mrs.  Harold  I.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Williston;  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
opening  Dedham  homes,  Mrs.  William  C.  Rugg;  chairman  of  committee  on  social 
functions,  Mrs.  James  Purdon,  Mrs.  George  F.  Connors;  Miss  Rosanna  F.  Lynch, 
secretary. 

The  committee  voted  to  proceed  along  three  definite  lines.  These  were:  the 
opening  of  Dedham  homes  as  a  special  feature  of  Tercentenary  week,  the  encouragement 
of  social  activities  among  social  and  church  groups  in  the  town,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  hospitality  center,  to  serve  also  as  Tercentenary  headquarters,  in  a  central  place 
in  the  town.  Later  Mrs.  Ethel  W.  Birchall  was  appointed  chairman  of  this  committee. 

The  committee,  on  the  opening  of  Dedham  homes  under  Mrs.  Rugg,  consisted 
of  Mrs.  Sidney  F.  Batchelder,  Mrs.  George  F.  Connors,  Mrs.  Patrick  Carr,  Mrs.  Louis 
C.  Dethlefs,  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Eistman,  Mrs.  Joseph  Guild,  Miss  Elizabeth  Humphreys, 
Mrs.  C.  H.  J.  Kimball,  Mrs.  Kennedy  Pope.  The  splendid  accomplishment  of  this 
committee  is  told  elsewhere. 
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SOCIAL  FUNCTIONS 

Under  the  fostering  influence  of  Mrs.  Purdon  and  Mrs.  Connors  the  Social 
Functions  Committee  was  formed.  The  committee  called  into  conference  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  all  the  social  and  church  groups  of  the  town  making  a  large  and 
ever  changing  membership.  Among  those  who  served  on  the  committee  were:  Mrs. 
Ralph  A.  Eaton,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Flodgdon,  Mrs.  Henry  Harrigan,  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Pettingell, 
Mrs.  Emily  Rauschenbach,  Mrs.  John  Brown,  Mrs.  Charles  Ohrenberger,  Mrs.  Anna 
Chambers,  Mrs.  Max  E.  Ward,  Mrs.  Walter  Colby,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Murphy,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Donovan,  Mrs.  William  Shaw  McCallum,  Miss  Ruth  Whitehouse,  Mrs.  Luella  Schaefer, 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Birchall,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Chisholm,  Mrs.  Albert  Hale,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Hodges,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Mary  McDonough,  Mrs.  Richard  E.  Mark. 

A  program  of  luncheons,  teas,  dancing,  and  lodge  and  group  gatherings  were 
so  arranged  that  every  day  and  evening  in  Tercentenary  week  there  was  entertainment 
by  the  various  social  groups  of  the  town  for  visitors  attending  the  celebration.  The 
full  program  was  as  follows: — 

CONCURRENT  SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES  OF  TERCENTENARY  WEEK 
Sept.  12 — Open  House  for  visiting  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliaries  at  the  American  Legion 

Club  House  following  the  parade. 
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Sept.  13 — Open  House  and  Tea,  Allin  Parish  House,  Sunday  afternoon,  4  to  6  o’clock. 
Tea  served  by  Women’s  Union,  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Pcttingell,  president.  The  Parish 
House  open  Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  18  and  19,  3  to  8  p.  m.,  for  those  who 
wish  to  rest. 

Sept.  14,  2  to  3  p.  m. — Informal  Organ  Recital,  Parish  House,  First  Church.  Wil¬ 
liam  Friso  Frank,  organist. 

Sept.  14,  3  to  5  p.  m. — Open  House,  American  Legion  Club  House.  Tea  served  by 
Miss  Mary  Trudeau,  Miss  Foley,  under  auspices  of  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

9  p.  m. — Dedham  Grange  One-Ring  Circus,  following  regular  meeting.  All 
visiting  Grange  members  invited.  Auspices  Literary  Committee  of  Grange. 

Sept.  14,  6:30  p.  m. — Rotary  Clubs  of  Norfolk  County  Banquet,  Masonic  Temple. 

Sept.  15  and  17,  2  to  3  p.  m. — Informal  Organ  Recital,  First  Parish  Church.  Miss 
Carrie  Frances  Hill,  organist. 

Sept.  15,  3  to  5  p.  m. — Open  House,  American  Legion  Club  House,  auspices  Legion 
Auxiliary.  Tea  served.  Hostesses,  Mrs.  John  A.  Geishecker,  Mrs.  Mary  McDonough. 

Sept.  15,  4 — 6  P.  M. — Puppet  Show,  Dedham  Community  House. 

Sept.  16,  1  p.  m. — Weenie  Roast  and  Whist,  Pine  Heights  Women’s  Club.  Home  of 

Mrs.  F.  X.  Mundro.  Mrs.  Mundro  and  Mrs.  Jos.  Martel  in  charge. 

2  to  8:3  0  p.  m. — Dedham  Garden  Club  Flower  Show,  Parish  House,  Allin  Con¬ 

gregational  Church;  auspices  Dedham  Women’s  Club. 

3  to  5  p.  m. — Open  House,  American  Legion  Club  House.  Tea  served.  Hostesses, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gillis,  Mrs.  Grace  Claffey.  Auspices  Legion  Auxiliary. 

8  p.  m. — Ladies’  Auxiliary,  V.  F.  W.  Social  for  members.  Post  Headquarters, 
Eastern  Ave. 

8  to  12  p.  m. — Tercentenary  Dance.  Miss  Dedham  to  be  chosen.  St.  Mary’s  Hall. 
Auspices  St.  Mary’s  L.  C.  B.  A.  Slavin’s  Orchestra.  Tickets  3  5  cents. 

Sept.  17,  2  p.  m. — Norfolk  County  Bar  Association  observes  Constitution  Day  at 
Norfolk  Golf  Club.  Dinner,  6:30  p.  m. 

8  p.  m. — Open  House  for  members,  A.  O.  H.  Division  14,  St.  Mary’s  Guild  Hall. 

Sept.  17,  8  p.  m. — Get-Together.  U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Jones  Post,  V.  F.  W.  Auxiliary  2017. 
Members  and  friends.  Post  headquarters,  Eastern  Avenue. 

Sept.  18,  6:3  0  p.  m. — Banquet  and  Inspection,  Contentment  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.  Visit¬ 
ing  O.  E.  S.  members  welcomed.  Masonic  Temple,  Washington  St. 

2  to  6  p.  m. — Coffee  and  sandwiches  sold  on  Club  Flouse  lawn  by  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Helen  J.  Noonan  in  charge. 

4  to  5  p.  m. — Formal  Organ  Recital,  First  Church.  William  Friso  Frank,  or¬ 
ganist. 

Sept.  19,  10  a.  m.,  through  the  day — Refreshment  stand,  lawn  of  Allin  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  Sunshine  Circle,  Kings  Daughters  and  Sons. 

12  to  2  p.  m. — Luncheon,  Afternoon  Guild,  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 
Parish  House,  Oakdale  Sq. 

Sept.  19,  1  to  3  p.  m. — Open  House,  First  Baptist  Church,  East  Dedham.  Tea  served. 
Mrs.  Peter  L.  Cosman  and  Mrs.  Ida  Littleton,  hostesses. 
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Sept.  19,  4  to  5  p.  m. — Formal  Organ  Recital,  First  Parish  Church.  William  FrLo 
Frank. 

6  p.  m. — Tercentenary  Supper,  Ladies’  Auxiliary  U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Jones  Post,  2017, 
V.  F.  W.,  Post  headquarters,  Eastern  Ave.  Price  2  5  cents.  Mrs.  William 
O’Neil,  chairman. 

6  p.  m. — Baked  Bean  Supper,  Grange  Hall,  East  Dedham.  Auspices  Dedham 
Grange.  Price  40  cents.  Mrs.  Daisy  Nickerson,  Mrs.  May  McDonough  in 
charge. 

8  p.  m. — Past  Grand  Noble  Grands’  Night,  Wildey  Rebekah  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Visiting  Rebekahs  invited. 
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Sept.  20,  4  to  6  p.  m. — St.  Mary’s  School.  Afternoon  Reception. 

The  Dedham  Girl  Scouts  held  open  house  at  their  center,  Eastern  Ave.,  opposite  the 

railroad  station,  all  week.  The  girls  were  ready  to  act  as  guides  and  to  be  of 

other  assistance. 

7  'cr ren  ten  a  ry  Headqua  rters 

St.  Raphael’s  Court,  Dedham  Knights  of  Columbus,  opened  the  way  for  a  center 
of  activities  by  offering  a  vacant  store  on  High  st.,  the  former  Dedham  Post- 
Office,  for  use  as  Tercentenary  Headquarters, — a  voluntary  contribution  to  the  success 
of  the  celebration.  The  large  room  was  well  adapted  to  the  need  of  the  committee 
who  saw  that  there  was  sufficient  space  for  a  business  office  and  a  rest  room.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Birchall  the  interior  was  put  into  good  order,  the  windows  made 
attractive  by  curtains,  furniture  collected  from  private  individuals  and  town  depart¬ 
ments,  walls  adorned  with  maps  and  pictures.  Draperies  midway  of  the  long  room 
permitted  half  of  the  space  to  be  fitted  with  the  necessary  comforts  for  a  rest 
room.  For  voluntary  assistance  in  furnishing  headquarters  the  committee  was  indebted 
to  the  Dedham  School  Department,  town  departments  in  Memorial  Hall,  the  Edison 
Elec.  Co.,  Frank  H.  Clarke  Jr.,  Earl  W.  Pilling,  Mrs.  Maria  Bingham,  Mrs.  John  Brown, 
Mrs.  Patrick  Carr,  Mrs.  James  Purdon,  Miss  Rosanna  Lynch,  John  Birchall,  James  P. 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Williston,  Miss  Grace  E.  Hine. 

Desks  at  headquarters  were  maintained  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Tercentenary 
Committee,  Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington,  with  Mrs.  Elsie  Kilpatrick  in  charge  of  corres¬ 
pondence;  the  Film  Pageant  Com.,  the  Publicity  Com.,  and  the  Hostess  Com.  Much 
literature  relating  to  the  celebration  was  available  for  distribution  to  visitors,  and  time¬ 
tables  and  other  conveniences  were  also  on  hand.  Cards,  coins,  programs  and  Tercen¬ 
tenary  souvenirs  were  on  sale  under  the  supervision  of  the  Publicity  Com. 

The  windows  of  Headquarters  were  used  to  display  Sports  trophies  and  souvenirs, 
and  to  build  up  interest  in  the  Tercentenary  pageant. 

The  place  was  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  conduct  of  the  celebration.  A  registration 
book,  its  cover  decorated  with  the  town  seal  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Bates,  recorded  visitors 
trom  New  England  and  many  states  south  and  west,  among  them  Texas,  Louisiana, 
Minnesota,  Illinois,  New  Brunswick,  Alabama,  Virginia,  Ohio,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut, 
California,  New  York,  Colorado. 

During  the  days  of  Open  Homes  the  Headquarters  was  a  very  busy  place.  Under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Williston  the  following  women  served  at  the 
desks:  Mrs.  Patrick  Carr,  Mrs.  James  Purdon,  Mrs.  George  F.  Connors,  Mrs.  W.  S. 
McCallum,  Miss  Helene  McCallum,  Mrs.  Anna  Chambers,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Chisholm,  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Birchall,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Eastman,  Mrs.  Thomas  Donovan,  Mrs.  William  C.  Rugg,  Miss 
Marion  Robinson,  Mrs.  Anson  H.  Smith,  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Pettingell,  Mrs.  Ralph  A.  Eaton, 
Mrs.  James  P.  Roberts,  Mrs.  Roswell  F.  Phelps,  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Moore,  Mrs.  Emily  Rausch- 
enbach,  Miss  Rosanna  F.  Lynch,  Mrs.  Henry  Harrigan,  Mrs.  Ernestine  Canning,  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Murphy,  Miss  Sybil  E.  Rolland,  Mrs.  Kennedy  Pope. 
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More  than  three  thousand  people  attended  the  showing  of  the  Tercentenary  film 
pageant  on  the  three  nights  of  Tercentenary  week.  Sept.  18,  19,  and  20.  A  preview 
for  those  who  had  taken  part  in  or  contributed  in  any  way  to  the  making  of  the  film 
was  held  Sept.  11.  About  five  hundred  people,  with  approximately  a  hundred  special 
guests,  were  present.  Enthusiasm  ran  high,  although  for  this  first  showing  many 
substitutions  in  final  equipment  were  necessary.  As  throughout  the  making  of  the  film 
Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  director,  was  the  animating  personality.  Not  content  with 
having  provided  the  actors  and  his  assistants  with  a  permanent  place  in  history,  at  the 
close  of  the  pre-view  Mr.  Rutledge  further  honored  the  group  by  presenting  each  with 
a  certificate  bearing  the  town  seal  and  his  own  signature  with  that  of  the  Tercentenary 
chairman  and  secretary.  The  certificate  told  the  part  which  each  had  taken  in  making 
the  film  pageant  and  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  director,  the  Tercentenary  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  citizens  of  Dedham  to  each  for  his  services.  The  certificate  was  further 
adorned  with  a  novel  affixed  seal  -  a  fluted  one-inch  gold  disc  to  which  were  attached 
ribbons  of  celluliod  film  such  as  was  used  in  making  the  picture. 

The  high  point  of  the  Tercentenary  celebration  to  many  local  people  and  to 
large  numbers  who  came  from  outside  Dedham  was  the  Film  Premiere  the  evening  of 
Sept.  18.  This  took  place  at  the  George  F.  Joyce  Auditorium  of  the  High  School. 
Tickets  were  on  sale  several  weeks  before  and  a  window  at  Tercentenary  Headquarters 
was  devoted  to  advertising  the  event.  Posters  were  also  placed  in  various  stores  about 
town. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Premiere  baskets  of  flowers  adorned  the  stage,  and  window 
ledges.  These  were  afterward  presented  to  especially  helpful  members  of  the  pageant 
group,  including  the  Tercentenary  chairman,  Dr.  Worthington,  the  secretaries  and 
George  A.  Phillips.  Mr.  Rutledge  opened  the  evening,  welcoming  the  audience,  com¬ 
menting  on  the  film  and  especially  commending  the  whole-hearted  co-operation  of  the 
townspeople  in  the  making  of  the  film.  Nothing  was  lacking  to  the  satisfactory  showing 
ot  the  pictures  so  long  in  the  making.  The  synchronization  of  music,  narration  and 
picture  produced  a  delightful  effect  surprisingly  professional  in  its  atmosphere.  The 
continuous  and  prolonged  applause  of  the  audience  expressed  genuine  enjoyment  of  the 
whole  production.  By  means  of  unusually  artistic  book-programs  the  audience  was 
provided  with  a  synopsis  of  the  pageant,  a  complete  list  of  characters  and  those  taking 
part,  and  a  full  record  of  committees  involved  in  the  undertaking.  A  corps  of  Girl 
Scouts  acted  as  ushers.  On  the  succeeding  nights  of  the  pageant  showing,  audiences 
of  increasing  numbers  witnessed  and  approved  the  film. 

Illumination  of  Dedham  Homes 

The  opening  of  Dedham  Tercentenary  week  was  officially  marked  by  a  candle¬ 
light  illumination  of  Dedham  homes  from  eight  to  ten  o’clock,  Sept.  13.  The  illumina¬ 
tion  was  preceded  by  a  half  hour  playing  of  the  chimes  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 
during  w hich  the  melody  of  old  hymns,  patriotic  airs  and  other  songs  floated  about 
Dedham  streets  and  into  Dedham  homes.  The  chimes  were  played  by  Irving  Daniels 
wiio  adapted  his  program  to  include  music  of  all  periods  of  Dedham  history. 

The  houses  in  Franklin  Square  and  other  old  sections  of  the  town  were  lighted 
oy  old  time  tapers,  and  modern  electric  candles.  In  some  instances  the  occupants  de¬ 
pended  upon  their  usual  electric  lighting  but  lighted  their  homes  on  all  floors  and  raised 
the  window  shades.  Such  homes  were  an  effective  part  of  the  general  illumination. 

On  the  tower  of  Memorial  Hall  the  electrically-lighted  sign,  ”163  6,  Dedham,  193  6”, 
piesented  to  the  town  by  the  Dedham  Historical  Society,  held  a  central  place  in  the 
illumination. 
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Tercetitcntirx 


Observance  at  the  Library 


A  prominent  feature  of  the  Tercentenary  observance  at  Dedham  Public  Library 
was  a  map  of  the  original  grant  showing  the  present  towns  of  the  grant  and  the 
libraries  established  in  them.  In  addition  to  the  libraries  there  were  shown  branch 
libraries  and  the  circulation  of  books  in  each  town.  The  map  was  made  from  data  com¬ 
piled  in  193  5  by  Lee  Shumway. 

Pictures  of  the  libraries  themselves  were  hung  in  the  reading  room  —  a  fine  set 
from  Norwood  showing  in  addition  to  the  earlier  libraries  of  that  town  pictures  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrill  who  gave  the  money  for  the  first  library  building. 

Another  feature  of  Tercentenary  interest  was  a  display  of  books  by  Dedham 
authors  in  a  case  in  the  main  reading  room.  Among  these  were  included  some  rare 
old  volumes  and  many  modern  ones.  They  embraced  many  subjects  —  fiction  and 
non-fiction,  poetry  and  prose.  Five  music  composers  were  among  the  authors  repre¬ 
sented. 

Of  historic  interest  was  a  list  of  subscribers  to  Dedham’s  Social  Library,  the  first 
attempt  in  this  town  toward  a  public  library.  This  first  library  was  founded  in  18  54. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  Sept.  18  and  19,  the  trustees  and  staff 
of  the  local  library  served  afternoon  tea  to  visitors  —  fruit  punch  taking  the  place 
of  tea  on  the  second  afternoon.  Plostesses  on  these  afternoons  were  Mrs.  Nora  Tracy, 
Mrs.  Edward  Wright,  Jr.,  Miss  Anna  P.  Rolland  and  members  of  the  staff.  Many 
visitors  were  recorded  especially  on  Saturday,  librarians  and  visitors  from  nearby  towns 
displaying  much  interest  in  the  exhibits. 

The  authors  whose  books  were  displayed  during  tercentenary  week  and  for  several 
weeks  before  and  afterward  were: 

Fiction:  —  FL  W.  Chaplin,  Ellen  D.  Deland,  Margaret  Deland,  Nancy  Ffale, 
Leonard  Nason,  William  FL  Nutter,  Witherspoon,  Ffalliday,  pseud.;  M.  S.  C.  Pelton, 
F.  J.  Stimson,  Charles  Warren,  Gertrude  Capen  Whitney. 

Non-fiction:  —  Fisher  Ames,  Seth  Ames,  Walter  Austin,  Dr.  H.  L.  Babcock,  S. 
C.  Beach,  Louis  D.  Brandeis,  John  D.  Cobb,  Harold  Cowan,  Wendell  Endicott,  H.  W. 
Farnsworth,  Frank  W.  Hackett,  Philip  L.  Hale,  Flerman  Mann,  Horace  Mann,  Joanna 
E.  Mills,  Edward  H.  Rudd,  Jacqueline  Russell,  J.  B.  Seabury,  J.  S.  Seabury,  Carlos 
Slafter,  Frank  Smith,  Z.  Carleton  Staples,  F.  J.  Stimson,  Margaret  Etta  Sullivan,  Mabel 
M.  Swan,  Charles  Warren,  Stephen  M.  Weld,  Erastus  Worthington. 

Composers,  (Music):  —  Mrs.  George  Cutter,  Arthur  Foote,  Robert  W.  Gibb, 
Arthur  H.  Ryder,  Arthur  W.  Thayer. 
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His  toned!  Displays  in  Stores  and  Businesses 

Many  of  Dedham  s  stores  and  businesses  added  no  little  interest  to  the  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Celebration  by  displaying  in  their  windows  various  items  of  historical  interest. 
In  the  front  window  of  \\  ardle  s  Drug  Store  was  a  comprehensive  group  of  pictures 
of  old  Dedham  and  a  book  of  prescriptions  dating  back  to  the  founding  of  the  store  in 
1  358.  Sukowske’s  Shoe  Store  exhibited  a  copy  of  the  Dedham  Gazette  of  1860  and 
Hamilton  s  a  miniature  log  cabin  and  some  old  Toby  jugs  and  decanters.  In  the 
window  of  Chase’s  Hardware  Store  was  a  large  display  of  tools  typical  of  those  used 
since  the  founding  of  the  town.  There  were  chisels,  planes,  scales,  auger  braces  and 
many  others,  each  type  illustrated  by  an  example  from  each  of  the  three  centuries. 
Tools  and  farm  implements  were  also  shown  in  Gates’  Drug  Store  in  East  Dedham, 
this  group  included  a  measuring  rod  used  by  Jeremiah  Shuttleworth. 

I  rominently  displayed  in  the  windows  of  the  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings 
as  as  an  extensive  group  of  Dedham  Pottery.  Beside  the  well-know  grey-crackle 
\  are  there  s\  ere  fi\e  hard  paste  vases  ranging  in  color  from  green  through  blue. 
Ihese  were  maele  by  the  present  owner’s  grandfather  and  are  the  type  that  secured 
for  him  the  Gold  Medal  at  San  Francisco,  St.  Louis,  and  Paris.  Inside  the  bank  were  a 
number  of  old  hymnals  and  music  books.  One  of  them  was  "The  Occasional  Champ¬ 
ion,”  a  book  of  music  published  in  Dedham  in  1810. 


Motor  Corps  Committee 

Mrs.  Kennedy  Pope,  Chairman;  Miss  Dorothy  Austin,  Mrs.  Patrick  B.  Carr,  Mrs. 
Lawrence  E.  Carter,  Mrs.  Ernestine  Canning,  Mrs.  Woodman  C.  Hill,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hodg- 
don,  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Keelan  Jr.,  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Hodges  Jr.,  Mrs.  Peter  Maggione.  Mrs. 
Richard  E.  Mark,  Miss  Katherine  Mahern,  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Moore,  Mrs.  William  C.  Welch, 
and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Wyman.  Assisted  bv  Theodore  T.  Marsh  Jr.,  Prescott  Drew,  and 
Philip  Johnson. 
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yf  Tercentenary  Study 

By  Julius  H.  Tuttle 

Three  hundred  years  from  the  plotting  of  her  first  grant  of  a  Plantation,  to  be 
about  two  miles  above  the  Falls  on  Charles  River,  on  the  morning  of  May  8,  1  936,  the 
Dedham  Historical  Society  was  honored  by  the  visit  of  an  Englishman,  Mr.  Lionel  R. 
McColvin,  the  Borough  Librarian  of  the  Hampstead  Public  Libraries  in  London,  Eng¬ 
land.  Mr.  McColvin’s  early  professional  career  was  spent  for  several  years  in  Ipswich, 
England,  not  far  from  Dedham  on  the  River  Stour;  and  he  was  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  region  there,  which  Constable’s  painting  so  finely  shows  on  canvas.  The 
sight  of  our  Chailes  River,  ever  winding  through  our  wide  expanse  of  meadows,  quickly 
reminded  him  of  our  English  prototype,  which  Constable  has  made  so  famous. 

After  a  short  stay  at  the  rooms  of  the  Historical  Society  and  a  lunch  at  the  Ded¬ 
ham  Community  Association  we  strolled  down  to  the  monument  which  marks  the 
place  near  the  river  where  the  very  earliest  settlers  landed  when  they  came  up  the 
Charles  in  canoes,  from  their  homes  in  Watertown,  attracted  by  the  beauty,  the  eleva¬ 
tion,  and  fertility  of  the  region  which  they  hoped  to  make  their  future  home.  From  the 
bridge  nearby,  the  views  greatly  interested  Mr.  McColvin,  and  he  caught  two  with  his 
camera,  one  up  and  one  down  the  stream.  A  call  at  the  Dedham  Public  Library  gave 
him  a  suggestion  of  American  Library  methods.  Then  a  brief  motor  trip  to  the  site 
of  our  first  grist  null  of  1640,  through  the  streets  of  our  village,  over  Common  Street  to 
Needham,  through  Westwood  and  Norwood,  and  back  to  Dedham,  led  to  his  remark 
that  the  region,  with  its  trees,  meadows,  views,  and  the  atmosphere  of  the  place,  were 
all  very  English. 

The  little  Dedham  Society  in  Watertown,  shaping  itself  probably  early  in  163  5, 
evidently  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  early  adventurers  were  looking  about  for  a  suitable 
place  tor  settlement  in  the  spacious  wilderness  outside.  Under  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  this  group  had  permission  to  move  elsewhere,  owing  to  the  overcrowded  condition 
of  W  atertown.  By  August  18,  1636,  the  date  of  the  first  recorded  meeting  of  the 
Society,  there  were  at  least  twenty-five  persons  covenanted  together  under  the  name 
Contentment,  which  name  was  first  chosen  for  their  coming  plantation.  As  noted  in  our 
previous  history,  only  twenty-two  persons  entered  into  the  group;  but  the  names  of 
John  Ellis,  Daniel  Morse  and  Joseph  Morse  must  be  added  although  Haven  in  his  ad¬ 
dress,  183  6,  says  their  lots  were  not  taken  up  immediately.  This  will  be  explained  in 
the  following  list  of  incorporators,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  helpful  to  readers,  and 
I  may  add,  who  are  with  the  writer  indebted  to  Mr.  Earl  W.  Pilling  for  the  correct  de¬ 
scription  of  the  various  lots  and  home  sites. 

EDWARD  ALLEYN 

Leader  among  the  townsmen;  his  lots  running  northeasterly  across  the  junction  of 
Has  en  and  Common  Streets,  and  a  plot  just  south  of  Motley’s  Pond;  third  of  the  eight 
founders  of  Church,  Nov.  8,  1638;  representative  to  the  Great  and  General  Court, 
163  9  to  Sept.  8,  1642,  the  day  of  his  death;  faithful  and  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Town;  Selectman,  first  member  of  the  first  Board,  May  17,  1639,  then  Dec.  19,  1640, 
and  Dec.  28,  1641;  Freeman,  March  13,  1638-39;  left  his  estate  to  his  kinsmen,  John 
and  Edward  Allen. 

FRANCIS  AUSTIN 

Present  at  first  recorded  meeting,  August  18,  1636,  lot  running  northeasterly 
across  East  and  Mt.  Vernon  Streets,  with  Barrows  Street  running  through  it;  lot  later 


[157] 


THE  "KEYE 
DHAM  PLANTATION 


ITfiT: 


m 


T‘*  ~ 


LANDING  PI  ACE  OF 
FIRST  SETTLERS 


■l,4[ 

it:-  '• 


3  NIL 


B . Wi 

.  :=:■  : - r  i  .  < 


•  '  4 

.mli  A  lmvrl>  I  bnt 


. 


I)E 


1)11  AM 

i  (j  :i  6 


(1S8| 


■M 

u . ) 


THE  "KEYE 

^  DEDHAM  PLANTATION 


y* 

\m 


l  ANDING  PI  ACE  OF  THE 

FIRST  SETTLERS  J, 

-•s  A. 


i 


! 

r 


iffflir 


w- •&'£&$  S# 


DEDHAM 
i  6  3  6 


TERCENT1SNARY%|@ 
1  9  3  6 


61 


V5l 


went  to  William  Avery,  and  was  the  site  of  his  house  which  may  have  been  built  by 
Austin.  Austin,  described  by  Samuel  F.  Haven  in  his  address,  1837,  as  a  "man  of 
property”  who  attempted  to  return  to  England,  but  was  taken  by  the  Algerines  and 
carried  into  slavery;  said  to  have  removed  to  Hampton  and  then  to  Ipswich,  where  his 
two  children,  Jemima  and  Sophia  were  born,  the  latter  baptized  Jan.  24,  1641  accord¬ 
ing  to  Savage’s  Dictionary,  which  gives  the  mother’s  name  as  Isabella. 

THOMAS  BARTLETT 

Set  out  and  measured  the  first  lots  to  proprietors,  granted  at  the  first  recorded 
meeting,  August  18,  1636;  present  at  the  third  meeting,  Sept.  5,  1636,  when  the  peti¬ 
tion  for  the  new  and  enlarged  grant  was  signed;  recorded  Nov.  28,  1637,  that  he  had 
not  attended  to  "Measuring  out  our  Lots,  ...  we  wholly  discharge  him  .  .  .  until  he 
shall  come  and  inhabit  with  us”;  laid  down  his  rights  in  Town  to  John  Kingsbury, 
his  lot  being  probably  in  the  Island  in  the  region  of  Jenny  Lane;  including  his  lot  in 
Purchased  Meadows;  Freeman,  March  4,  1634-5. 

WILLIAM  BEARSTOWE 

Came  from  England  in  the  ship  "True'iove”  in  163  5  ;  present  at  the  second  re¬ 
corded  meeting,  August  29,  1636;  lot  ran  a  little  northeasterly,  across  East  Street,  the 
second  lot  north  of  that  of  Jonathan  Fairbanks;  married  Ann  Hubbard,  July  8,  163  8, 
who  joined  the  Church  April  16,  1641;  children,  Joseph,  June  6,  1639,  Mary,  Dec.  28, 
1641,  Patience,  Dec.  3,  1643;  removed  to  Scituate  after  Jan.  13,  1644-5;  his  lot  and 
that  of  John  Rogers,  next  south  of  it,  soon  were  in  possession  of  William’s  brother 
George;  the  part  west  of  East  Street  in  1651  went  to  Francis  Chickering,  and  George 
Bcarstowe  obtained  the  part  east  of  East  Street  at  an  early  date,  the  whole  lot  coming 
into  the  possession  of  William  Avery. 

JOHN  COOLIDGE 

Born  about  1604,  the  ancestor  of  the  late  President  Calvin  Coolidge;  present  at 
the  first  recorded  meeting,  August  18,  1636,  in  Watertown,  and  on  July  14,  1637,  in 
Dedham;  on  August  1  1,  1637,  his  lot  had  remained  waste  for  a  long  time,  an  order  re¬ 
corded  that  if  he  does  not  "set  on  to  build”  and  improve  in  six  days  his  lot  will  be 
disposed  of  to  some  other  man;  Nathaniel  Coalborne  became  the  owner  of  the  easterly 
part  at  the  entrance  of  Washington  Street  to  High,  and  John  Hunting  the  owner  of  the 
westerly  part  which  in  165  1  became  Nathaniel’s,  whose  descendant  Samuel  gave  it  all  by 
will  in  1756,  with  a  life  interest  by  his  mother,  Mary,  who  died  early  in  Feb.,  1792; 
very  soon  afterward  Church  Street  was  put  through  the  center  of  the  part  west  of 
High  Street,  and  about  1804,  the  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike  (Washington  Street) 
through  the  center  of  the  part  east  of  High  Street;  later  John  Coolidge  owned  the 
Philemon  Dalton  lot,  which  he  sold  to  John  Hunting,  lying  between  Marsh  and  Richards 
Streets  at  Court  Street,  but  he  did  not  come  to  Dedham  to  live. 

PHILEMON  DALTON 

Born  about  1  5  90;  linen-weaver,  came  in  the  ship  "Increase”  in  163  5  ;  had  origi¬ 
nally  two  lots,  one  from  Court  Street  across  Washington  Street  and  Eastern  Avenue 
to  Dwight’s  Brook,  which  later  became  the  house  lots  of  Rowland  Clarke,  Nicholas 
Phillips,  then  Nathan  Aldus,  later  through  Aldus  into  the  Richards  family;  a  second 
smaller  lot,  between  Marsh  and  Richards  Streets,  crossing  Court  Street  soon  went  to 
Nathaniel  Colborne,  then  to  John  Coolidge,  and  then  became  the  home  site  of  John 
Hunting;  and  a  later  lot  across  East  Street,  with  Madison  Street  running  through  it, 
which  John  Guild  acquired,  building  his  house  just  south  of  Madison  Street  and  east 
of  East  Street;  faithfully  attended  meetings  until  May  17,  1639;  said  to  have  removed 
to  Hampton  and  Ipswich  soon  afterward;  married  Hannah  (  ),  child  Samuel, 

about  1630;  Freeman,  March  3,  1685-6;  died  at  Ipswich,  June  4,  1662. 
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JOHN  DWIGHT 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting  August  18,  1636;  lot  running  northeasterly 
along  the  southeast  side  of  East  Street,  beginning  at  the  High  Street  railroad  bridge, 
on  the  site  of  the  northerly  abutment  of  which  stood  his  house  facing  southerly;  one  ot 
the  four  purchasers,  who  bought  from  Samuel  Dudley,  Purchased  Meadows  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Town;  Freeman,  March  13,  1638-9;  joined  the  Church  August  24,  1639;  of 
first  Board  of  Selectmen,  May  17,  1639,  then  1640  to  1644  1643  to  1648,  1650  to 

1654,  1656-7;  married  Hannah  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church,  Jan.  9,  1639-40; 

and  died  Sept.  5,  16  56,  married  2dly  Elizabeth,  Jan.  20,  1657-8  widow  of  William 
Ripley,  and  before  of  Thomas  Thaxter;  she  died,  July  17,  1660;  children,  Hannah  Tim¬ 
othy  about  1630,  John,  died  March  24,  1638-39,  Mary,  the  first  female  cn.ld  July  25, 
163  5,  Sarah,  June  17,  1638;  father  died  Jan.  24,  1660-1;  had  a  brother  Timothy. 

JOHN  ELLIS 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  August  18,  1636;  joined  the  Church,  July 
17,  1640;  must  have  signed  the  petition  to  the  General  Court  for  the  enlarged  grant 
to  Dedham  of  Sept.  10,  1636,  as  he  had  already  signed  the  Covenant  before  Sept.  5. 
Samuel  F.  Haven  in  his  address  of  183  6,  however,  does  not  add  h.s  name  to  the  nineteen, 
as  he  does  not  those  of  Daniel  and  Joseph  Morse  who  increase  the  number  to  twenty-five 
ail  having  signed  the  Covenant.  The  complaints  Haven  refers  to  were  not  made  until 
August  1637.  Ellis  owned  a  lot  in  Purchased  Meadows,  as  indicated  in  the  record  ot  the 
meeting  of  January  28,  1636-7;  he  was  granted  a  lot  of  seven  acres  which  John  Haward 
had  laid  down  on  November  23,  1638;  granted  land  in  1  6  5  3  near  Medfield  bounds, 
joined  the  Church  July  17,  1640;  listed  as  a  proprietor,  Feb.  4,  1644-5;  was  later  in 
Medfield;  Freeman,  June  2,  1641;  married  Suzan  Lumber,  Nov.  10,  1641.  She  jo.ne 
the  Church,  April  12,  1644;  children,  ]ohn,  April  26,  1646,  and  Hannah,  Ap  »  ,  ^ 

Samuel,  May  24,  1660,  died  at  24,  Joseph,  Oct.  24,  1662;  she  died  April  4,  1654,  and 
he  married,  2dly,  June  16,  165  5,  Joan,  widow  of  John  Clapp  of  Dorchester,  who  dies 

March  12,  1703-4.  n 

RICHARD  EVERED 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  August  18,  1636;  later  held  occasional  town 
office;  Freeman,  May  6,  1646;  joined  the  Church  March  6,  1645-6;  lot  across  East 
Street,  with  Munroe  Street  now  running  through  the  center  o  it;  also  a  lot  ne 
south  of  Philemon  Dalton,  mostly  between  Richards  and  Weatherbee  Streets,  which 
he  soon  sold  to  Lambert  Genere  who  sold  it  to  John  Hunting  in  165  ;  here  may  have 
been  the  Genere  clay  pit  of  1649;  married  Mary  (  )  2dIy  Mary  Waoch,  who 

came  in  the  ship  "Francis”  from  Ipswich,  at  Springfield,  June  23, .  !643  and ^ 
joined  the  Church  on  March  6,  1645-6;  children,  John,  Mary  Sept.  28  1638,  S,/ mu  , 

Sept  30,  1639,  Sarah,  March  14,  1640-1,  James,  March  4,  1642-3,  Sarah,  June  2  1644 
Abigail,  Nov.  29,  1647,  Israel,  July  14,  165  1,  Ruth,  Jan.  14,  1653-4;  Jcdcdmh,  July 

U’  1656‘  ROBERT  FEAKE 

Present  at  the  second  meeting  on  August  29,  1636;  when  his  name  was  placed  first 
in  the  list  of  those  present,  evidence  of  appreciation  of  h.s  .merest  in  the  proposed  ncav 
Township;  lot  running  northeasterly,  including  most  of  Wights  1  ond  to  common 
Street,  Glen  Ridge  Road  running  through  the  center,  and  a  farm  two  miles  to  the  west 
of  150  acres;  all  laid  down  Nov.  23,  1638,  for  twenty  marks  o  English  money  and 

later  given  to  Samuel  Cooke,  July  6,  1640;  Freeman,  May  IS,  16  Starter 
widow  of  Henry  Winthrop,  son  of  the  Governor,  and  a  daughter  ot  Thon 

settled  in  Dedham  and  died  in  1663. 

JOHN  GAY 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  August  18.  1656;  lot  running  across  Haven 
and  Common  Street,  just  vest  of  the  Town  Landing;  ,o,ned  the  Church,  Aprd 
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12<  1644;  Freeman,  May  6,  163  5  or  May  29,  1644;  married  Joanna  Balden  (Balducke 
or  Baldwicke)  widow  of  John,  as  her  second  husband;  their  son  John  Balden,  June  24, 
1635,  is  the  first  recorded  birth  in  the  Dedham  records;  Mr.  Gay  closely  identified  with 
Town  affairs;  their  children,  Samuel,  March  10,  163  8-9,  Hczekiah,  July  3,  1640;  Na¬ 
thaniel,  January  1  1,  1642-3,  Joanna,  March  23,  1644-5,  Eleazer,  June  25,  1647,  Abiell 
and  JudHh,  April  23,  1649,  John,  May  6,  165  1,  Jonathan,  Aug.  1  6  53,  Hannah,  Oct. 
16,  16  56,  died  young.  Nathaniel  married  L)  dia  Starr,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Eleazer  Lusher, 
who  lived  in  the  Lusher  family  since  infancy  and  was  probably  known  as  Lydia  Lusher, 
and  the  name  of  Lusher  has  come  down  through  several  generations. 

LAMBERT  GENERE 

One  of  four  proprietors  who  purchased  the  so-called  Purchased  Meadows  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Town;  lot  running  across  Village  Avenue  and  Lligh  Street  including 
Ghestnut  Street;  joined  the  Church  June  9,  1644;  called  Goodman  Genere,”  when  his 
first  wife  was  admitted  to  the  Church  on  Dec.  4,  1640;  Freeman,  May  1645;  married 
secondly,  on  May  14,  1658;  Thomasin  Hews;  children,  Mary,  Dec.  24,  1659  and  a 
daughter  (  ),  who  married  Richard  Ellis. 

THOMAS  HASTINGS 

Born  about  160  5  in  Suffolk;  present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  August  18, 
1636;  lot  running  across  East  Street,  High  Street  and  Brookdale  Avenue  was  laid  down 
to  John  Eaton  May  1  1,  1637;  but  actually  went  to  Edward  Richards,  who  in  1651 
transferred  it  to  William  Avery;  came  in  the  ship  "Elizabeth,”  1634;  admitted  as  a 
Townsman  again  on  Feb.  20,  1637-8:  Freeman,  May  6,  1  63  5  ;  married  Susan  (  ), 

born  about  1600,  from  Ipswich,  who  died  Jan.  20,  165  1;  married  2dly  Margaret  Cheney, 
April,  1651;  child,  Thomas. 

JOHN  HA  W  A  R  D 

Born  about  1  593  ;  present  at  the  meeting  which  petitioned  for  the  enlarged  grant, 
Sept.  5,  1636;  Freeman,  May  14,  1634;  Selectman,  1640,  1644  to  1646,  165  5,  1657  to 
1  6  5  9;  joined  the  Church  from  Watertown  Jan.  19,  1644-5;  died  at  Charlestown  Dec. 
29,  1672;  married  Mary  (  );  she  died  April  23,  1684;  his  lot  was  on  Island  Plain; 

no  children  recorded. 

EZECHIELL  HOLLIMAN 

Present  at  the  second  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  2  9,  1636;  granted  the  lot  just  west 
of  Court  Street,  which  was  soon  transferred  to  Joseph  Kingsbury,  who  sold  to  the  Town 
one  acre  of  lus  lot  next  south  of  High  Street  "lor  a  seat  for  a  publique  Meetinge  house”; 
removed  to  Salem  and  then  to  Mount  Hope  (Providence)  to  be  associated  with  Roger 
Williams. 

JOHN  HUGGEN 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636,  the  first  meeting  in  Dedham, 
Mar.  23,  1636-7;  sold  his  lot  at  the  source  of  East  Brook,  and  its  enlargements  on  July 
19,  1  63  9  to  James  Herring;  Mother  Brook  canal  from  Charles  River  to  the  source  of 
the  brook,  which  was  also  called  Huggen’s  Brook,  in  1639;  removed  to  Hampton. 

JOHN  KINGSBURY 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636;  joined  the  Church  from 
W  atertown,  Oct.  20,  1639;  was  a  faithful  attendant  at  Town  Meetings;  Selectman  of  the 
first  Board,  then  1640,  1648  to  16)6;  Representative  1647;  Freeman  Mar.  13,  163  5-6 
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or  6-7;  married  Margaret  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church  with  her  husband;  child, 

John.  There  was  a  Hannah  Kingsbury,  a  kinswoman,  who  joined  the  Church,  Mar.  11, 
1640-1,  and  a  Sarah,  perhaps  sister,  who  died  on  Jan.  24,  1645-6;  lot  on  the  Island 
bordering  on  the  clay  pits  at  Charles  River,  near  the  region  of  Jenny  Lane. 

DANIEL  MORSE 

Son  of  Samuel  Morse;  present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636;  Haven 
in  his  address,  1  83  6,  thinks  he  did  not  sign  the  petition  for  the  enlarged  grant  on  Sept. 

5,  1636;  lot  from  Court  Street  across  Eastern  Avenue,  just  south  of  Bryant  Street, 
of  which  John  Hunting  and  John  Aldus  became  owners  by  165  0,  after  Daniel’s  removal 
to  Medfieid;  was  next  present  at  the  next  meeting  of  Thanksgiving  on  Sept.  14  and 
he  was  an  early  signer  to  the  Covenant,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  disclaim  his 
signing  the  Petition  thus  making  the  number  of  the  Covenanters  including  him,  twenty- 
four;  married  Lydia  Fisher,  who  joined  the  Church  on  Jan.  25,  1639-40;  followed 
by  his  joining  on  April  30,  1643,  both  from  the  Church  in  Watertown;  removed  to 
Medfieid,  and  died  in  Sherborn,  1688;  children,  Obadiah,  Aug.  8,  1639,  Daniel,  Jan. 

3  1,  1640-1,  Jonathan,  Mar.  8,  1642-3,  LiJeah,  bapt.,  April  3,  1645,  Bcthia,  Mar.  24, 
1647-8,  Mary,  Sept.,  1650. 

JOSEPH  MORSE 

Son  of  Samuel;  came  in  the  ship  "Increase”  from  London,  age  20;  present  at  the 
first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636;  Freeman,  May  6,  163  5  ;  at  the  first  meeting  in 
Dedham,  Mar.  23,  1636-7,  he  was  granted  land  in  consideration  of  his  aid  in  the  first 
discovery  of  the  north  side  of  the  Town;  had  early  signed  the  Covenant;  and  there 
appears  to  be  no  reason  to  disclaim  his  signing  the  Petition,  thus  making  him  the  twenty- 
fifth  man  of  the  first  group;  married  Hannah  Phillips,  perhaps  sister  of  Rev.  George 
of  Watertown,  Sept.  1,  1636;  children,  Samuel,  Jan.  10,  1639-40,  Hannah,  Aug.  8, 
1641,  Sarah,  Sept.  16,  1643,  Dorcas,  Aug.  24,  1645,  Elizabeth,  Sept.  1,  1647,  Joseph, 
Sept.  26,  1649,  Jeremiah,  June  10,  165  1,  and  another  child  before  Joseph’s  death  on 
June  20,  1654. 

SAMUEL  MORSE 

Born  in  England,  1  5  87,  bapt.  July  25;  came  in  the  ship  "Increase,”  from  London, 

1  63  5  ,  age  50,  with  wife  Elizabeth,  48,  and  son  Joseph;  son  of  Richard  and  Margaret 
(Svmson)  Morse;  present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636;  joined  the 
Church  before  Dec.  24,  1641,  when  he  was  called  "brother”;  Freeman,  Oct.  8,  1640; 
house  lot  ran  easterly  from  near  Court  Street  crossing  Washington  Street,  Spruce 
Street  and  Eastern  Avenue,  with  Dwight  Street  running  through  the  center,  most  of 
which  was  obtained  by  John  Morse  in  16  54  and  sold  to  Lambert  Genere  the  same  year; 
the  westerly  part  was  obtained  by  John  Hunting;  another  lot  covered  Prospect  Street 
and  Metcalf  Street;  and  George  Barber  had  a  house  on  it  which  through  Nathaniel 
Fisher  came  to  Daniel  Pond  in  1651;  married  Elizabeth  Jasper,  b.  1  5  87,  d.  16  54,  who 
joined  the  Church,  Dec.  24,  1641;  died  June  20,  1654;  Selectman,  1641,  1642;  children, 
John,  1611,  married  Annis  Chickering  (or  Evered),  Daniel,  married  Lydia  Fisher, 
Joseph,  1615,  married  Hannah  Phillips  of  Watertown,  Abigail,  married  Daniel  Fisher, 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Samuel,  married  Mary  Bullen,  Jeremiah,  Mary,  married  Deacon 
Samuel  Bullen,  Medfieid. 

NICHOLAS  PHILLIPS 

Brother  of  Henry;  present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636;  Freeman, 
May  13,  1640;  lot  ran  across  High  Street  just  west  of  Bullard  Street,  alienated  to  Rev. 
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John  Allin,  July  19,  1  639;  married  (  ),  children,  Experience,  May  8,  1641, 

,  J.3"-  22,  1644;  Djacon-  and  died  Sept.,  1672;  removed  to  Weymouth  perhaps 

late  in  life.  v 

JOHN  ROGERS 

There  were  two  Johns  in  Watertown  when  the  Dedham  Society  was  preparing 
for  settlement  in  our  region;  one  was  made  Freeman  Mar.  13,  1639,  who  married 
Priscilla  Dawes,  of  Boston,  and  the  other  probably  older  Savage  thinks  may  be  of 
Dedham,  who  married  perhaps  a  second  wife  in  Nov.,  1  653  ;  one  of  them  was  present 
at  the  first  recorded  meeting  in  Watertown,  Aug.  18,  1636,  and  three  more  meetings 
there;  had  a  lot  in  Purchased  Meadows;  and  must  have  been  a  proprietor  in  good  stand¬ 
ing;  lot  next  north  of  Jonathan  Fairbanks,  sold  to  George  Bearstowe,  1640;  in  165  1 
conveyed  by  John  Thurston  to  John  Fairbanks,  and  became  a  part  of  the  Fairbanks 
property  just  north  of  the  house;  while  owned  by  George  Bearstowe,  clay  pit  owned 
by  the  Town  at  the  southerly  corner  of  the  lot,  with  a  way  out  to  East  Street.  Who 
can  say  that  bricks  from  the  clay  here  may  not  have  been  used  in  the  Fairbanks  House? 

ABRAHAM  SHAWE 

Present  at  the  first  recorded  meeting  in  Watertown,  Aug.  18,  1636;  his  house 
there  burned  in  1636;  Freeman,  Mar.  13,  1636-7;  at  the  last  meeting  there,  Feb.  21, 
1636-7,  makes  a  proposition  to  build  "a  cornemill  in  our  towne  of  Dedham,”  and  he 
was  granted  free  liberty  to  do  so,  also  sixty  acres  to  belong  to  the  mill;  his  lot  lay  on 
the  south  side  of  Charles  River,  both  sides  of  the  Ames  Street  Bridge  and  extending 
to  the  Little  Brook;  died  between  Nov.  23,  1638  and  Mar.  25,  1639;  children,  Joseph 
John ,  Mary,  Martha. 

JOSEPH  S  H  A  W 

Son  of  Abraham;  present  at  the  second  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  29,  1636;  lot  lay 
next  south  of  his  father’s,  from  Court  Street  across  High  Street  with  Maple  Place  and 
River  Place  running  through  it;  sold  to  Henry  Brock  on  Nov.  23,  1638,  and  soon  be¬ 
came  the  site  of  the  Fisher  Tavern;  on  Nov.  29,  1639,  Robert  Mason  was  given  liberty 
by  the  Town  to  purchase  his  father’s  lot,  including  his  brother  John’s  interest,  which 
was  left  to  them  under  his  will;  Freeman,  May  22,  1639;  removed  to  Weymouth;  died 
1  6  5  3. 

RALPH  SHEPHEARD 

Born  about  1606;  came  from  London  in  the  ship  "Abigail,”  in  1  63  5  ;  present  at 
the  first  recorded  meeting,  Aug.  18,  1636;  lot  across  High  Street  nearly  following  the 
present  bounds  of  the  Dowse-Quincy  homestead;  married  Thanks  (  ),  born  about 

1612;  removed  to  Weymouth  where  he  died;  child,  Sarah,  163  3. 

The  twenty-five  persons  given  above  were  the  original  proprietors  of  the  en¬ 
larged  grant  of  September  10,  163  6,  and  the  incorporators  of  our  Town  whose  Ter¬ 
centenary  was  celebrated  on  last  September  20.  Their  first  grant  of  September  3, 
163  5,  apparently  did  not  satisfy  them,  and  they  waited  a  whole  year  to  obtain  the 
lands  shown  in  the  frontispiece  cut  which  follows  a  drawing,  including  a  few  changes, 
made  by  Earl  W.  Pilling,  issued  in  the  1936  calendar  of  the  Fisher-Churchill  Company 
of  Dedham. 

1  he  petitioners  of  163  6  evidently  wanted  the  two  plains,  the  Middle  Plain  and 
the  East  Street  Plain.  As  soon  as  the  grant  was  obtained,  High  Street, 
and  East  Street,  the  way  from  the  "Keye,”  or  first  landing  place, 
to  the  Pond,  and  the  other  old  roads  were  promptly  laid  out.  These,  with  the  several 
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to  fit  the  course  of  the  road  as  given  in  the  two  grants  just  mentioned.  The  road  evi- 

Bakerypbarfn  d  ^  AmCS  Street  BridSe  and  ran  around  the  hill  in  Frances  M. 

Baker  Park  and  across  to  the  present  Ames  Street  in  a  winding  way. 

?3  1656  /  fifte-n  of'rh  “‘‘l  the  proprietors  held  their  first  meeting  here  on  March 

n  '  ,Ma-n  of  the  number  be.ng  recorded  as  present.  John  Dwight  though 

not  recorded  among  them,  presented  Jonathan  Fearebanke,  and  he  was  "accepted  & 
subscribed  to  the  Covenant.  Down  to  this  point  we  have  reached  the  nun!ber  of 

Wmbcrs  W1«J6  HS'8nCd  thC  C°T‘m  'md  tl>e  l>C"t,0n  to  «•*  General  Col  „„ 
September  3,  1636.  Here  a  new  cond.tion  appears,  as  recorded  in  the  meeting  held  in 

Watertown  on  the  previous  January  28,  1636-7,  when  the  question  of  Purchased 

FohnDwT  C°T  k  T  °f  thc  proprictors-  Samuel  Morse,  Philemon  Dalton 
John  Dwight  and  Lambert  Genere,  are  reported  as  having  purchased  the  grant  of 

lvinc  ahlonfchaTeSRWhlChfthe  Geneni1  ICourt  in  1634  had  made  t0  Samuel  Dudley 
)  mg  along  Charles  River  from  our  Little  River  down,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Town 

and  now  known  as  Purchased  Meadows.  The  point  in  the  record  of  special  interest  R* 

r  °udnr  by  'rf8"  C?nnent  °f  the  meennS  that  the  "first  3  0.  Lotts  allrcdy  graunted 
out  shall  paye  Thirteene  shillings  &  foure  pence”  per  lot  to  make  up  the  twenty  pounds 

lOP\°6P3r6  tCTl  T  llS  WaS  rblt  °T  fT  m°nChs  fr°m  the  date  of  the  Kranc  of  September 

cattle  in  rh  $  mUSt  ‘l  "  ^  ty  pr0riet0rs  had  b=en  given  rights  for  pasturing 
cattle  in  this  new  purchase.  This  must  mean  also  that  there  were  possibly  five  more- 

signers  to  the  Petition,  whose  names  are,  from  lack  of  reference  to  them  definitely  in 

our  existing  records,  only,  to  be  surmised.  There  is  no  record  of  admissions  beyond 

he  twenty-five  known  names  to  the  admission  of  Jonathan  Fearebanke,  March  2  3 

Let  us  consider  the  condition  of  the  early  records,  which  were  supposed  to  contain 
thc  original  list  of  signers  to  the  Covenant.  The  Town  voted  on  February  6  1642-3 
to  purchase  books  tor  Mr  Edward  Alleyn  to  keep  the  records  in.  Before  this  date  the 
records  were  on  independent  papers  There  are  occasional  references  in  the  printed 
records  to  the  loss  of  papers.  In  volume  3,  page  8  8,  a  note  shows  that  a  leaf,  there 
printed  relating  to  the  Selectmen,  was  fastened  at  the  beginning  of  Vol  I  of  the 

?Z,nh  rH°r,  *Tk  °f  Z  '“f  ”  b>'  and  painstaking 

Jonathan  Holmes  Cobb  on  September  3,  1830,  "This  leaf  was  found  in  John  Bullard 

sq.  s  garret  on  that  date.  The  list  of  signers  to  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  Vol.  l’ 
page  j,  follows  an  old  copy  of  the  original  list  then  presumably  in  a  worn  and  brittle’ 
condition,  and  perhaps  inperfect,  and  now  lost.  There  are  a  number  of  persons  re¬ 
corded  as  having  been  admitted  as  Townsmen,  and  also  of  owners  of  lots,  who  are 
not  on  the  list  of  signers.  Daniel  Fisher  was  recorded  as  present  at  a  meeting,  May 
17  16a 9,  and  there  ,s  no  record  of  a  lot  assigned  him  or  of  his  signing  the  Covenant. 

1  here  are  other  instances  to  show  omissions  in  recording,  and  of  many  imperfections 
in  the  records.  The  five  missing  names  to  make  up  the  thirty  are  given  below  as  pos¬ 
sibilities:  Rev  John  Allin  in  his  first  book  of  records  of  the  First  Church  begins  in 
the  summer  of  1637  by  saying  there  were  then  residing  here  about  thirty  families. 

Hie  Possible  Additional  Incorporators 

JOHN  BALDEN 
(or  Balducke,  or  Baldwicke  or  Baldwin) 

Son  John’s  birth  was  first  recorded  in  the  Town  Records,  as  of  June  24  163  5- 

his  widow,  Joanna  married  John  Gay.  No  further  record  of  Balden  is  found!  signa- 
turc  to  Covenant  lost.  ° 

JOHN  FRARY 

.  °n  Nov-  28>  1637>  propounded  with  Robert  Williams  for  John  Dwight’s  grati- 
lication  lot,  but  they  were  not  present;  signed  the  Covenant;  on  Feb.  20,  1637-8,  they 
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were  assigned  the  lot,  and  both  were  present  at  the  meeting,  but  no  record  then  as  to 
their  signing;  Frary’s  lot  was  on  East  Street  just  south  of  Walnut  Street. 

T  H  O  M  AS  MORSE 

Tenth  of  the  ten  men  from  whom  were  chosen  the  eight  founders  of  the  Church, 
Nov.  8,  1  638;  signature  in  Covenant  lost;  joined  the  Church  June  28,  1640;  no  further 
record  of  him. 

ROBERT  WHITMORE 

On  Jan.  28,  1636-7,  recorded  .as  having  one  of  the  thirty  lots  in  the  Purchased 
Meadows,  "allredy  granted  out,”  therefore  at  that  time  one  of  Dedham’s  proprietors; 
although  absent  at  this  meeting. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS 

Propounded  for  John  Dwight’s  gratification  lot,  with  John  Frary,  Nov.  28,  1637; 
present  at  a  meeting  Feb.  20,  1637-8  when  they  were  granted  John  Dwight’s  gratifica¬ 
tion  lot;  signature  to  Covenant  lost;  Freeman,  May  2,  1638;  lot  on  East  Street  just 
south  of  Walnut  Street  became  John  Frary’s. 

Admissions  of  Townsmen  to  become  proprietors  by  the  Incorporators  began  at  the 
first  meeting  in  Dedham,  March  23,  1636-7,  with  the  admission  of  Jonathan  Fearebanke. 
The  following  list  includes  new  members  from  the  Incorporation  to  the  Founding  of 
tite  Church  of  Christ  at  its  gathering  on  November  8,  1638. 

Ail  missions  ns  Proprietors 
FERDINANDO  ADAMS 

Shoemaker  from  London;  admitted  July  18,  1637,  joined  the  Church,  Jan.  25, 
163  9-40;  lot  crossed  East  Street,  just  north  of  Walnut  Street;  Freeman,  May  13,  1640; 
married  Ann,  who  joined  the  Church  Oct.  2,  1639;  children,  Abigail,  Sept.  1  5,  1639, 
Bcthia,  June  10,  1640,  Nathaniel,  Mar.  16,  1641-2;  sailed  for  England  Aug.  3,  1641, 
afterward  at  St.  Catherines;  sent  for  his  wife  who  sailed  in  1642;  perhaps  both  returned 
later. 

THOMAS  ALCOCK 

With  brother  George,  of  Roxbury,  came  in  the  Winthrop  Fleet  in  1630;  joined 
the  Church  from  Boston,  Sept.  29,  1644;  lot,  April  6,  1638;  recorded  as  carrying  brick 
earth,  Dec.  2,  1640;  Freeman,  May  6,  163  5  ;  married  Mary  or  Margaret  (  ),  who 

joined  the  Church  from  Boston,  with  her  husband;  children,  Mary,  bapt.  No.  3,  1  63  5  , 
died  soon,  Elizabeth,  Oct.  14,  1638,  Sarah,  Dec.  28,  1639,  Hannah,  May  25,  1642,  Mary 
Oct.  4,  1644,  Rebeeka,  Oct.  21,  1646,  John,  bapt.  July  6,  165  1,  Philip;  removed  to 
Boston,  1646. 

JAMES  ALLEN 

Cousin  of  the  Rev.  John  Allin,  who  left  him  a  legacy  in  his  will;  admitted  April 
6,  1638;  Freeman,  May  26,  1647;  married  Ann  Guild,  Mar.  16,  1638-9;  children, 
John,  Dec.  4,  1639,  Martha  and  Mary,  Dec.  11,  1641;  Sarah,  May  4,  1644,  James,  April 
28,  1646,  Nathaniel,  Aug.  29,  1648,  and  others;  died  Sept.  27,  1673  or  6. 

REV.  JOHN  ALLIN 

"Whom  ye  whole  Towne  had  invited  to  ye  Towne  with  thoughts  of  future  im- 
ploynt  in  publik  worke”;  admitted  from  Wrentham,  England,  with  several  others,  July 
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18,  163  7;  describes  the  interesting  efforts  among  the  group  of  settlers,  comprising 
about  thirty  families  when  he  came,  from  different  parts  of  England  and  little  known 
to  each  other;  met  every  fifth  day  in  the  week  to  consider  the  establishing  of  a  peace¬ 
able  and  comfortable  civil  society  and  a  spiritual  communion  in  a  church  society,  a 
rare  effort  in  those  early  days  as  such  purposes  were  usually  well  prepared  beforehand; 
ten  persons  were  selected  in  the  company,  out  of  whom  eight  were  chosen  to  become  the 
founders  of  the  Church,  Mr.  Allin  himself,  Ralph  Wheelock,  Edward  Alleyn,  John 
Luson,  John  Hunting,  John  Frary,  Eleazer  Lusher  and  Robert  Hinsdell;  the  Church 
of  Christ  was  finally  gathered  on  November  8,  1638,  and  on  April  24,  1639,  Mr.  Allin 
was  elected  and  ordained  pastor,  and  John  Hunting,  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Allin  was  bom 
about  1  5  97  in  Colby,  Norfolk,  England,  and  educated  at  Caius  College,  Cambridge, 
with  degree  of  A.B.,  1615,  and  of  M.A.,  in  1619.  His  faithful  and  liberal  service 
won  for  him  a  warm  support  both  from  his  own  townspeople  and  the  people  of  the 
Bay  Colony  during  his  long  pastorate  ’till  his  death  on  August  26,  1671.  His  book  of 
records  through  this  period  is  still  preserved,  and  in  print.  He  was  married  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Morse,  at  \\  rentham,  Suffolk,  on  October  22,  1622.  Their  eldest  son  John  was 
born  there  October  13,  1623.  She  died  on  May  1,  1653,  and  he  married  2dly  on  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  16  53,  Katharine  (Hackburne)  Dudley,  widow  of  Gov.  Thomas  Dudley.  Joseph 
Dudley,  her  young  son,  who  later  became  Governor,  was  brought  up  in  the  Dedham 
home,  and  fitted  for  College  and  civil  life  by  Minister  Allin.  His  house  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  Country  and  Day  School,  on  the  original  lot  assigned  to  Nicholas  Phillips 
in  163  6.  The  evidence  of  his  high  consideration  by  his  town  is  shown  by  the  large 
grants  of  land  to  him.  Their  other  children  were  Benjamin,  August  1  1,  1654,  Daniel, 
July  3  1,  16  56,  Eliezar,  May  26,  1658. 

JOHN  BACHELOR 

Admitted  Aug.  1  1,  1637;  joined  the  Church  from  Watertown,  July  30,  1641; 
Selectman,  1639-1640;  Freeman,  May  6,  163  5  ;  married  Rebecca  (  ),  who 

joined  the  Church  from  Watertown,  July  30,  1641;  children,  Samuel,  Jan.  8,  1639-40, 
Jonathan  and  David,  Dec.  14,  1643;  removed  to  Hampton. 

THOMAS  BAYES 

Admitted  April  6,  1638;  lot  extended  across  East  Street,  Crowley  Avenue,  High 
Street,  and  Brookdale  Avenue,  sold  to  Henry  Chickering  in  1647,  who  in  turn  sold  it 
to  John  Metcalf  in  1650;  married  Ann  Baker,  Dec.  26,  1639,  who  joined  the  Church 
before  July  16,  1643;  children,  Ruth,  July  2,  1643,  Thomas,  Mar.  4,  1645-6;  removed 
to  Boston,  thence  to  Edgartown. 

GEORGE  BEARSTOWE 

Brother  of  William;  came  from  London  in  the  ship  "Truelove,”  163  5;  admitted 
Aug.  1  1,  1637;  member  of  the  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  1644;  lot  east  of  his  brother 
William’s,  taking  in  a  part  of  High  and  Maverick  Streets;  soon  he  owned  Williams’  lot 
and  John  Rogers’  lot  which  bordered  westerly  on  the  clay  pits  in  Memorial  Park; 
removed  to  Scituate. 

HENRY  BROCK 

Admitted  Aug.  28,  1638;  Goodman  Brock  joined  the  Church  December  24,  1641; 
soon  (in  1638)  owned  Joseph  Shaw’s  lot  which  was  a  little  northeasterly  from  the 
Court  House  site;  Freeman,  March  14,  1638-9;  married  Elizabeth  (  ),  who 

joined  the  Church  on  March  29,  163  9-40;  children,  Elizabeth,  joined  the  Church  here 
Oct.  27,  1643;  John,  1620,  Stadbrook,  Suffolk,  England,  who  joined  the  Church  here 
April  3,  1640,  and  was  for  a  time  Minister  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals  and  at  Reading,  Mass. 
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JOHN  BULLARD 

Admitted  July  6,  1638;  joined  the  Church  July  2,  1639;  lot  a  part  of  Edward 
Alleyn’s;  Freeman,  May  13,  1640;  married  Magdalen  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church, 

July  2,  1639;  children,  Abigail,  Oct.  8,  1641,  Joseph,  April  26,  1643,  Hannah,  Feb. 

1,  1645-6,  Michael,  Mar.  21,  1647-8,  and  a  daughter,  16  50. 

WILLIAM  BULLARD 

Born  in  England  about  1  594;  admitted  July  6,  1638;  joined  the  Church,  Dec.  13, 

1  639;  lot  Common  Street  a  little  northwest  of  Haven  Street;  Selectman,  1644,  1648; 
Freeman  May  13,  1640;  married  first  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church,  Dec.  13, 

163  9,  and  2dly  Mary,  widow  of  Francis  Griswold  of  Charlestown;  children,  Isaac,  born 
in  England,  Nathaniel,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary,  who  married  John  Farrington  of  Dedham, 
April  23,  1649,  in  whose  home  he  lived  with  her  father  for  some  months  before  his 
death  early  in  1687. 

THOMAS  CAKEBREAD 

Admitted  July  14,  1637;  lot  ran  northeasterly  across  High,  Avery,  Clark  and 
East  Streets;  of  the  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  1637;  admitted  because  of  his 
knowledge  of  martial  affairs,  July  14,  1637;  Savage  says  that  he  was  here  for  a  short 
time  and  then  removed  to  Sudbury;  Freeman,  May  14,  1634;  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Nicholas  Busby. 

THOMAS  CARTER 

Came  in  the  ship  "Planter,”  163  5,  to  Watertown;  educated  at  St.  John’s  College, 
Cambridge,  1629-33;  admitted  April  25,  1637;  lot  both  sides  of  Bridge  Street,  between 
Common  Street  and  the  River;  Freeman,  March  9,  1636-7;  married  Mary  Dalton; 
children,  Samuel,  Aug.  8,  1640,  Judith,  Theophi'us,  June  12,  1645,  Abigail,  Mary, 
July  24,  1648,  Deborah,  Sept.  17,  1651,  Timothy  June  12,  1653,  Thomas,  June  8, 

1  6  5  5  ;  called  to  the  Church  in  Woburn;  died  Sept.  5,  1684. 

FRANCIS  CHICKERING 

Came  in  1637  from  the  north  part  of  Suffolk,  England;  of  the  Artillery  Company, 
Boston,  1643;  admitted  April  6,  163  8  and  had  Thomas  Cakebread’s  lot,  and 

the  westerly  part  of  William  Bearstowe’s  lot  in  165  1;  joined  the  Church,  Dec.  26,  1639; 
Ensign,  also  Deputy  to  the  General  Court,  1644,  1653;  Selectman,  1641  to  1643,  1645, 
1647  to  1649,  165  1  to  1658  ;  Freeman,  May  13,  1640;  married  first  Ann  Fiske,  who 
joined  the  Church  Dec.  29,  163  9,  2dly  Sarah  Sibley;  children,  Anne,  Mary,  Elizabeth, 
Sept.  26,  1638,  Bethia,  Dec.  20,  1640,  Easter,  Nov.  9,  1643,  John,  April  19,  1646, 
Merry,  April  10,  1648. 

ROWLAND  CLARKE 

Lot  of  two  acres  on  the  westerly  end  of  Philemon  Dalton  s  lot  assigned  to  him 
Aug.  1  1,  1637,  lying  east  of  Court  Street,  where  the  Dedham  Emergency  Hospital  stands; 
married  Mary,  who  joined  the  Church  April  1,  1642,  and  died  May  22,  following. 

NATHANIEL  COLBORNE 

Admitted  Aug.  1  1,  1637;  entered  into  John  Coolidge’s  lot;  joined  the  Church 
Jan.  29,  1640-1;  Freeman,  June  2,  1641;  Selectman,  1  6  5  1  ,  16  5  5,  and  1659;  active  in 
Town  affairs  and  held  positions  of  responsibility;  during  his  life  time,  ending  May  14, 
1691,  he  acquired  considerable  property  in  Dedham,  including  my  farme  of  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty  acres  that  I  purchased  of  Mr.  (Daniel)  Allin  ,  son  of  Rev.  John  Allin,  ly¬ 
ing  across  High  Street,  just  beyond  the  pound,  a  part  of  which  is  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Waldo  Colburn  Hodgdon,  a  descendant;  the  other  part  including  the  McLaren,  Allan 
Forbes  and  George  C.  Lee  estates;  married  Priscilla  Clarke,  July  25,  163  9,  who  joined 
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the  Church,  Oct.  23,  1640,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1692;  children,  Sarah,  April  15,  1640, 
Rebecca,  Feb.  17,  1642-3,  Nathaniel,  March  3,  1643-4,  Priscilla,  April  1,  1646,  John 
July  29,  1648,  Mary,  Jan.  21,  1650-1,  Hannah,  Jan.  20  1652-3,  Samuel,  Jan.  25, 
1  654-5,  Deborah,  Jan.  28  1656-7,  Benjamin,  Sept.  24,  1659,  Joseph,  Dec.  1,  1662. 

EDWARD  COLVER 

Wheelwright;  admitted  Nov.  28,  1  637;  lot  North  of  East  Street;  married  Anne 
Elhce,  Sept.  19,  1638,  who  joined  the  Church  Sept.  17,  1641;  children,  John,  April  15, 
1641,  Joshua,  Jan.  12,  1642-3,  Samuel,  Jan.  9,  1644-5,  Joseph,  bapt.  Sept.  20,  1646. 

TIMOTHY  DALTON 

Born  about  1  5  77;  elder  brother  of  Philemon;  educated  at  St.  John’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  A. B.,  1613;  admitted  July  18,  1637;  lot  just  south  of  Jonathan  Fairbanks;  Free¬ 
man,  Sept.  7,  1637;  called  to  be  a  Teacher  of  the  Church  at  Hampton,  where  he  died 
Dec.  28,  168  1,  aged  84;  married  Ruth  (  ),  who  died  May  12,  1665: 

HENRY  DEENGAINE 

Surgeon,  Watertown;  admitted  Aug.  28,  1638;  lot,  three  acres  bought  from 
Abraham  Shawe,  east  of  Ames  Street,  and  other  land  to  be  measured,  probably  on  the 
Island;  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Deacon  George  Alcock,  a  physician,  April  1,  1641; 
died  of  apoplexy,  Dec.  8,  1645. 

TIMOTHY  DWIGHT 

Brother  of  John;  admitted  Aug.  28,  1638;  Selectman,  1644,  1648,  165  1,  1652; 
Freeman,  June  2,  1641;  lot  next  south  of  John  Huggins,  covering  much  of  Brookdale 
Cemetery,  and  also  land  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  East  Street  opposite  land  of  his 
brother,  John  Dwight;  joined  the  Church,  August  30,  1641;  Selectman,  1644,  1648, 
16  50  to  16  52;  married  Dorcas  Watson,  of  Roxbury;  removed  to  Medfield;  children! 
Timothy,  John. 

JOHN  EATON 

Son  of  Nicholas  and  widow  Abigail  Damon  Eaton;  admitted  May  1  1,  1637;  joined 
the  Church,  July  3  0,  1641,  from  Watertown;  was  to  have  the  lot  of  Thomas  Hastings 
when  he  laid  it  down  but  instead  it  went  to  Edward  Richards;  Freeman,  May  2  5,  1636; 
married  Abigail  Damon  or  Damant,  widow  of  John  Damant,  born  about  1600,  who 
joined  the  Church  July  30,  1641;  children  of  Damant,  Jane,  who  married  John  Plimp¬ 
ton,  and  John,  of  Eaton,  Mary,  bapt.  March  20,  1630-1;  John,  Oct.  17,  1633,  Thomas, 
1634,  John,  proprietor  of  family,  Abigail,  Jacob,  June  8,  1642;  father  died  Nov.  17, 
16  5  8.  Eaton’s  lot  mentioned  above  was  just  north  of  Ames  Street  bridge,  in  which 
was  the  rock  on  which  our  Powder  House  stands;  Eaton  and  William  Bullard  built  the 
first  foot  bridge  on  the  site  of  the  present  bridge  in  1640. 

JONATHAN  FEAREBANKE 

Came  to  Boston  from  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1633,  with  six  children;  the  first 
townsman  admitted  on  Dedham  soil;  Mar.  23,  1636-7;  joined  the  Church  Aug.  14, 
1646,  Selectman,  16  58;  the  Old  Fairbanks  House,  the  early  house  of  the  family, 
built  in  part  by  him,  is  standing  on  the  original  lot  granted  to  him  when  he  was  admitted, 
running  across  East  Street;  married  Grace  Smith;  children,  John,  George,  Mary,  Susan, 
Jonas,  and  Jonathan. 

ANTHONY  FISFIER 

Born  at  Syleham,  Suffolk,  England,  15  91,  called  in  his  will  as  late  of  Dorchester; 
admitted  July  18,  1637;  joined  the  Church  May  14,  1644-5;  son  of  Anthony  and  Mary 
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Fiske  Fisher;  Freeman,  May  3,  1645  ;  Selectman,  1646,  1647;  lot  on  Lowtler  Street, 
both  sides,  including  the  region  of  Wampatuck  Road,  with  house  on  the  south  side  cf 
the  road;  married  Mary  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church  on  March  27,  1642,  and 

2 dly  Isabel,  widow  of  Edward  Breck  of  Dorchester,  Nov.  14,  1663,  who  died  on  June 
22,  1  673;  children,  Anthony,  Cornelius,  Nathaniel,  Daniel,  Lydia,  and  John;  father 
died  at  Dorchester,  April  18,  1671. 

JOHN  FISHER 


Probably  son  of  Anthony;  said  to  have  come  with  John  Luson  and  Thomas  Fisher; 
probably  unmarried  as  the  house  lot  across  Westfield  Street,  including  the  easterly  part 
of  Wights  Pond  was  inherited  by  his'  brother  Daniel;  died  July  1  5,  1637. 

JOSHUA  FISHER 

Son  of  Joshua  and  Anne  Luson  Fisher;  blacksmith;  on  Jan.  1,  1637-8,  allowed  to 
enter  upon  the  Smith’s  lot,  in  behalf  of  his  father;  on  March  23,  1639-40,  allowed  to 
purchase  the  widow  Thomas  Fisher’s  lot  north  of  the  junction  of  Lowder  and  Highland 
Streets;  Deacon,  and  Selectman,  1653,  1  658,  and  several  years  later;  Freeman,  May 
2,  1649;  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Nathan  Aldus,  March  1  5,  1642-3,  who  joined  the 
Church  July  30,  1641,  and  2dly  Lydia,  widow  of  Samuel  Oliver  of  Boston,  Feb.  16, 
16  54;  children,  Mary,  Joshua,  Hannah,  Abigail,  Joshua,  John,  Hannah,  Vigilance,  and 
lames. 

THOMAS  FISHER 

Came  from  Winston,  Suffolk,  England,  and  was  in  Cambridge,  1634;  admitted  to 
Dedham,  July  18,  1637;  Freeman,  March  4,  1634-5;  married  Elizabeth  (  ), 

children,  Constance,  Thomas;  lot  northerly  of  the  corner  of  Lowder  and  Highland 
Streets;  died  August  10,  163  8,  while  building  the  Meeting  House. 

SAMUEL  GREENE 

Assigned  a  lot  from  the  Samuel  Dudley  Gift  land,  one  hundred  of  the  three 
hundred  acres  of  Purchased  Meadows  which  Mr.  Dudley  was  desirous  to  have  the  Town 
confer  upon  him  "for  a  seate  of  an  house,”  Feb.  20,  1637-8.  This  tract  was  near 
the  corner  of  Newton,  Roxbury  and  Dedham  bounds,  on  Baker  Street. 


t 


I- 


ROBERT  HINSDELL 

Admitted  July  18,  1637;  the  eighth  of  the  eight  founders  of  the  Church  on  Nov. 
8,  1638;  of  the  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  1645  ;  Selectman,  1639,  1640,  1645;  Free¬ 
man,  Mar.  13,  1638-9;  lot  on  both  sides  of  East  Street,  Sanderson  Avenue,  running 
through  the  center;  present  Farrington  House,  standing  on  it;  in  1645  obtained  the 
Fleazer  Lusher  lot  east  of  East  Street;  sold  original  lot,  and  part  of  the  Lusher  lot  to 
Peter  Woodward;  married  Ann  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church,  June  2,  1639,  and 

2 dly  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Hawks;  children,  Barnabas,  Nov.  13,  1  5  39,  Gamaliel, 
March  5,  1641-2,  Mary,  Feb.  14,  1643-4,  Experience,  Feb.  23,  1645-6,  John,  Jan.  27, 
1647-8,  Ephraim,  Sept.  26,  1650;  removed  to  Medfield,  thence  to  Hadley  and  Deer¬ 
field. 

JONAS  HUMPHREY 

Tanner  from  Dorchester;  admitted  April  6,  1638;  Freeman,  May  13,  1640. 

EDWARD  KEMP 

Blacksmith;  admitted  Aug.  28,  1638;  Freeman,  Mar.  13,  1638-9;  lot  next  south  ot 
John  Dwight  crossing  East  and  High  Streets,  Brookdale  Avenue,  and  Churchill  Place 
running  through  the  center,  sold  in  1649  to  John  Thurston,  who  sold  it  in  turn  to 
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>*'."i  Tr".Cd  Esth,!r  (  >•  "h°  i°'ncd  lhc  f-h^rch  Oct.  11, 

if  .Lv' d’  F  Xr’  ,0mCd  Church  N,ar'  6-  1646-7,  and  married  Samuel  Foster,  Nov. 

ROBERT  KEMP 

Joined  the  Church,  April  24,  163  9;  may  be  a  mistake  for  Edward  given  above. 
JOSEPH  KINGSBURY 

Brother  of  John;  admited  July  18,  1637;  joined  the  Church,  April  4,  1641-  Free- 
™n’  JVne,  2;  !64li,°btfined  the  Ezekiel  Holliman  lot  next  west  of  Court  Street  in 
,“d*d  th.e  Church  Green  and  a  part  of  the  burial  place  in  1638;  Selectman, 
4  m!47tu  *6!8;  marned  Millicent  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church,  April 

24  16  9;  children,  Mary,  Sept.  1,  1637,  Elizabeth,  Sept.  14,  1638;  Joseph,  Feb.  17 

1640,  John,  Aug.  1  5,  1643,  El/ezcr,  May  17,  1645,  Nathaniel,  Mar.  26,  1649-50. 

THOMAS  LEADER 

Admitted  Sept.  2  1,  1638;  Goodman  Leader  joined  the  Church,  April  30,  1641; 
marned  Susanna,  who  joined  the  Church,  April  30,  1641;  removed  to  Boston’,  1647- 
died  there,  Oct.  28,  1663. 

ELEAZER  lusher 

Admitted  July  18,  1637;  seventh  of  the  eight  founders  of  the  Church,  Nov.  8, 
63  8;  a  founder  of  the  Artillery  Company,  Boston;  Deputy  to  the  General  Court 
1640,  and  for  many  years;  of  the  first  Board  of  Selectmen,  May  17,  1639,  and  for 
many  years;  kept  the  Town  Book  1641  and  for  several  years;  Freeman,  Mar.  13,  1638-9; 
lot  the  second  south  of  Walnut  Street,  East  Street  crossing  it,  and  Wentworth  Street 
and  Dartmouth  Avenue  running  through  it;  sold  the  west  part  in  1646  to  John  Frary, 
and  the  cast  part  to  Robert  Hinsdell;  married  first  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church! 

April  24,  1  6a  9  and  died  Jan.  26,  1672-3,  and  2dly  Mary  Gwinn,  widow  of  John  Gwinn 
ot  Charlestown,  whose  sister’s  husbind  was  John  Starr.  Their  daughter  Lydia  Starr 
married  Nathaniel  Gay;  see  John  Gay  above;  Lusher  died  Nov.  13,  1672. 

MICHEL  METCALF 

Born  1  586  at  Tatterford,  Norfolk,  England;  was  a  dornock  weaver  at  Norwich; 
came  with  wife,  nine  children,  and  servant,  mid-summer,  1637;  admitted  July  14, 
16a7;  chairman  of  committee  to  build  the  Meeting  House,  1638  ;  joined  the  Church! 
Aug  24,  1639;  Selectman,  1641;  married  first  Sarah  Elwyn,  Oct.  13,  1616,  who  joined 
the  Church,  Oct.  1  1,  1639,  and  died  Nov.  30,  1644,  and  2dly  the  widow  Mary  Pidge, 
who  joined  the  Church  from  Roxbury,  June  10,  1649;  children,  Michael,  Nov  13* 
1617,  died  young,  Mary,  Feb.  14,  1618-9,  Michael,  Aug.  29,  1620;  John,  Sept.  5,  \622, 
Sara,  Sept.  10,  1624,  Elizabeth,  Oct.  4,  1626,  Martha,  Mar.  27,  1628,  Thomas  Dec’ 
27,  1629,  Ann,  Mar.,  163  1,  Joan,  Mar.  24,  1632,  K  bcka,  April  5,  163  5  ;  father  died 
Oct.  27  16  54.  Mr.  Metcalf,  at  the  age  of  75,  was  engaged  by  the  Town  to  keep  the 
school  of  male  children  at  seven  shillings  and  eight  pence  a  week  in  the  parlor  of  the 
dwelling  house  formerly  Francis  Chickering’s,  to  begin  August,  1661,  and  provided  he 
take  no  children  from  other  Towns  unless  he  agrees.  Metcalf's  lot  was  the  second 
north  of  Walnut  Street  on  East  Street,  and  Chickering’s  was  the  eighth. 

JEFFERY  MYNGEY 

Admitted  Aug.  1  1,  1637;  lot  on  Lowder  Street  near  Mr.  Ralph  Pettingcll’s;  Free¬ 
man,  May  13,  1640;  removed  to  Hampton. 
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JOHN  MORSE 

Son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  England,  1611;  admitted  July  18,  1637; 
joined  the  Church  Mar.  1,  163  9-40;  Freeman,  May  13,  1640;  obtained  most  of  his 
father’s  land,  but  sold  it  in  16  54  to  Lambert  Genere;  extended  from  near  Court  Street 
to  Dwight’s  Brook,  with  Dwight  Street  running  through  the  center  of  it;  removed  to 
Boston,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  tailor;  next  year  he  went  to  England;  signed 
the  Covenant;  married  Annas  (or  Agnes)  Chickering,  sister  of  Francis;  children, 
Ruth,  June  3,  1637,  John,  June  8,  1639,  Samuel  and  Rachel,  before  165  5-6,  Joseph, 
Feb.  30,  1640-1,  Ezra,  Feb.  5,  1643-4,  Abigail,  Mar.  2,  1645-6,  Ephraim,  July  19,  1648, 
Bcthia,  Mar.  28,  165  1,  Nathaniel,  May  2,  1653  ;  father  died.  May  26,  1657,  and  mother 
died  Sept.,  1691. 

JOSEPH  MOYSE 

Joiner;  admitted  Sept.  21,  1638;  lot  on  Wigwam  Plain;  removed  to  Salisbury. 


I 
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HENRY  PHILLIPS 

Admitted  July  14,  1637;  of  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  1640;  Selectman,  1645; 
lot,  Dedham  Island;  Freeman,  Mar.  13,  1638-9;  obtained  much  of  the  Philemon  Dalton 
lot  from  Nicholas  Phillips,  on  the  south  side  of  School  Street,  extending  from  Worth¬ 
ington  Street  to  Eastern  Avenue;  married  first  Mary  Brock,  who  joined  the  Church 
April  5,  1640,  and  died  July  2,  1640,  2dly,  Ann  Hunting,  May  1,  1641,  who  joined 
the  Church  June  9,  1644,  and  3 dly  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Dwight;  children,  Eliezer, 
Jan.  30,  1641-2,  Hannah,  May  25,  1643,  Abigail,  Oct.  20,  1645,  John,  June  20,  1648, 
Sar y,  Aug.  30,  1650,  Nathaniel,  bapt.,  April  3,  1653,  Eleazcr,  againn,  bapt.  Oct.  8,  1654; 
removed  to  Boston  as  a  butcher;  father  died  Feb.  3,  1683. 

MARTIN  PHILLIPS 

Admitted  Aug.  1  1,  1637;  present  at  a  few  meetings;  voted  in  Medfield  in  1664. 

JOHN  ROPER 

Admitted  Aug.  11,  1637,  age  26;  joined  the  Church  April  9,  1642;  Freeman, 
June  2,  1641;  lot  just  south  of  Philemon  Dalton  near  Endicott  Railroad  Station,  cross¬ 
ing  East  Street,  with  Jefferson  Street  running  through  the  center  of  it;  sold  in 
1640  to  John  Guild;  other  lot  ran  southwest  from  Court  Street,  crossing  Richards 
Street,  was  owned  by  John  Hunting  later;  married  Alice  (  ),  who  joined  the 

Church  Sept.  13,  1639;  children,  Rachel  (but  Mary  when  she  was  baptized),  Mar.  18, 
1638-9,  Hannah,  April  5,  1642,  Ephraim  and  Benjamin  (Church  record  says  Nathan¬ 
iel),  Feb.  22,  1644-5. 

HENRY  SMITH 

Came  from  New  Buckingham,  Norfolk,  England;  admitted  Nov.  28,  1637;  joined 
the  Church  Sept.  22,  1639;  two  lots,  one  between  Adams  Street  and  Washington  Av¬ 
enue  at  the  Endicott  Railroad  Station,  and  the  other  along  the  southwest  side  of  High¬ 
land  Street  running  southwest  from  Court;  Freeman,  Mar.  13,  163  8-9,  or  May  13, 
1640;  married  Elizabeth  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church  July,  1639;  children, 

Daniel,  Oct.  13,  1639,  Samuel,  Oct.  28,  1641,  Joseph,  Aug.  1  5,  1643. 

RALPH  WHEELOCK 

Educated  at  Clare  College,  Cambridge,  degrees,  1626,  163  1;  second  of  the  eight 
founders  of  the  Church;  Freeman,  Mar.  13,  1638-9;  Selectman,  1640;  first  school 
teacher  here,  of  the  first  free  public  school  to  be  supported  by  General  Taxation,  1644- 
1651;  lot  running  southwest  from  Common  Street  across  Haven  and  Westfield  Streets, 
with  Channing  Road  in  its  center;  married  Rebecka,  who  joined  the  Church  Aug.  3, 
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T  heTillar  of  Liberty 

Ercctd  byike  5ons  ofLiterty 
mi  his  Vicinity 
laus  DEO  RecJ i>etlmmunit2tm 
Suitor  it  u  s  cj.  m  axun  ePationo 
Px  t  t,  cjui  ReinpuL  .Turfumevulilt. 

Faucitus  Orel 

Tke  Pillar  of  Liberty 
To  Bie  Honor  of*  Wiui^PlrrEfc^? 
v  other  PATraoTS'wh.o  faved 
AMERICA  from  impending  Slave 
ry,vconfTTmi  our  moft  loyal 
Affcriion IoK^GeorckIII  hypro 
curing  aKeyeal  ofllio  i’tampdrt, 

IR^Maiich,  i  j£6. 


Erectedkere  July  22,1766, 
byDoctr  Nath1.  Antes  %”,? 
Col.  EbenT  Battle,  Maj  Ab  yak 
Draper^  olbenrfk.trio'tifriendly 
fotLeBigkts  of  the  Colonies  at 
that  day 

RepLaced  by  ike  Citizens 
July  4.  1828. 

INSCRIPTION  ON  PILLAR  OF  LIBERTY 
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1639;  children,  Benjamin,  Dec.  8,  1639,  Samuel,  Sept.  22,  1642,  Record,  Dec.  13,  1644, 
Experience,  Oct.,  1648;  removed  to  Medficld,  where  he  died,  Jan.  1  1,  1684;  Deputy  to 
the  General  Court,  163  9,  1640. 

THOMAS  WIGHT 

Came  from  the  Isle  of  Wight;  admitted  July  18,  1637;  joined  the  Church,  Sept. 
6,  1640;  lot  on  the  southeast  side  of  High  Street,  on  both  sides  of  Lowder  Street;  his 
house  foundation  stands  in  a  bend  in  the  wall  west  of  that  street  on  the  south  side  of 
his  lot,  about  four  hundred  feet  from  same  street  and  four  hundred  feet  from  High 
Street;  an  incorporator  of  Medfield,  16  32;  Selectman,  1641  to  1643,  1647  to  1649; 
Freeman,  Oct.  8,  1640;  married  Alice  (  ),  who  joined  the  Church  Sept.  6, 

1640,  and  secondly  Lydia  Penniman,  Dec.  7,  1663,  widow  of  James,  of  Boston,  and 
sister  of  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  Apostle  to  the  Indians;  children,  Samuel,  Feb.  3,  163  9-40, 
Ephraim,  Jan.  27,  1643-6;  and  Henry,  John,  and  Thomas,  born  in  England,  and  Mary, 
Miriam,  Elcazer  and  Joshua. 

The  preceding  pages  give  the  reader  brief,  individual  pictures  of  all  the  people  who 
made  up  the  community  who  prepared  for  the  gathering  of  the  Church  of  Christ  on 
November  8,  163  8.  The  next  group  of  admissions  will  follow  in  a  short  list  to  the 
building  of  the  School  House  in  1649-5  0: 

Aldridge,  Henry,  1641;  Island;  wife.  May  Judson;  children,  Thomas,  1643,  Mary, 
1643,  Samuel,  1644. 

Aldus,  Nathan,  1640;  wife,  Mary;  child,  John,  born  England;  wife,  Mary,  born  England. 
England. 

Bacon,  John,  1645;  Great  Plain;  wife,  Rebecca  Hall;  children,  Mary,  Susanna,  John, 
16  56,  Rebecca,  1658,  Daniel,  1661,  Samuel,  1665,  Thomas,  1667. 

Bacon,  Michael,  1640;  lot,  Thomas  Carter’s;  wife,  Alice;  children,  Michael,  born  Ire¬ 
land,  John,  Daniel,  Sarah. 

Barber,  George,  1640;  m.  first,  Elizabeth  Clarke;  2dly  Joan  widow  of  Anthony  Fisher 
Jr,  children,  Mary,  1643,  Mary,  1645,  Samuel,  1647,  John,  1650,  Elizabeth,  1651. 
Barber,  Richard,  1639;  lot  just  north  of  Highland  Street  (near  Court). 

Battelle,  Thomas,  1649;  wife,  Mary  Fisher;  children,  Mar y,  1  6  50,  John,  165  2,  Sary, 
1654,  Jonathan,  1658,  Martha,  1660. 

Bcarstowe,  John,  1648;  wife,  Hannah;  children,  Michael,  1  6  5  3  ,  John,  Jeremiah. 

Bullcn,  Samuel,  1641;  lot,  Island;  Deacon;  wife,  Mary  Morse;  children,  Mary,  1642, 
Samuel,  1644,  Elizabeth,  1647,  child,  1649,  Joseph,  1651,  Esphraim,  16  53,  Mclctiah, 
1  6  5  5,  Elisha,  1657,  Iileazer,  1662,  Befhia,  1664,  John. 

Chickcring,  Henry,  1641;  lot,  South  Plain;  Deacon;  wife,  Ann;  child,  John,  physician. 
Clarke,  Joseph,  1640;  lot,  Common  Street  at  Vine  Brook;  wife,  Alice;  removed  to  Med¬ 
field;  children,  Joseph,  1642,  Benjamin,  1644;  Ephraim,  1646,  Daniel,  1647,  Mary, 
1650,  Sary,  165  1,  John,  16  52,  Nathaniel,  1658,  Rebecca,  1660,  Joseph,  1664, 
John,  1666,  Jonathan,  1669. 

Cooke,  Samuel,  1640;  had  lot  of  Robert  Feake. 

Crossman,  Robert,  1643;  of  Taunton  later. 

Cushion,  Theophilus,  1648. 

Da)-,  Ralph,  1645  ;  had  Edward  Colver’s  lot;  wife,  Susan  Fairbanks,  2dly,  Abigail 
(  );  children,  Elizabeth,  1648,  Mary,  1649,  Susan,  16  52,  John,  1654,  Ralph, 

16  57,  Abigail. 

Dewing,  Andrew,  1646-165  1;  wife,  Liddia  (  ),  2 d  1  y ,  Ann  Donstall;  children, 

John,  1650,  John,  165  1,  Andrew,  1656,  Rachel,  1  658,  Lydia  1663,  Ann,  1666, 
Jonathan. 
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Tames,  Robert,  1648. 

Eames,  Thomas,  1640;  brickmaker;  wife,  Margaret  (  ) ;  lot  on  Island;  removed 

to  Cambridge;  children,  John,  1641,  John,  1642,  Mary,  1645,  and  others. 

Liderkin,  John,  1642;  lot  near  Mill  Pond;  wife,  (  );  removed  to  Reading;  chil¬ 

dren,  John,  163  9,  Abigail,  and  others. 

Ellis,  Richard,  1642;  wife,  Elizabeth  French;  children,  Elizabeth,  165  1,  Sary,  1  65  3, 
Mary,  1  6  5  5,  John,  1657,  Annah,  1660,  Rebecca,  1661. 

F.llis,  Thomas,  1649. 

Farrington,  John,  1647;  wife,  Mary  Bullard;  children,  Mar y,  1651,  Sary,  1652,  John, 

1  654,  Nathaniel,  1656,  Eliczer,  1660,  Hannah,  1662,  Daniel,  1664,  Judith,  1666, 
Abigail,  1668,  Benjamin,  1672,  Joseph,  1681. 

Fayerbank,  George,  1649;  maker  of  timber  into  vessels;  wife,  Mary  Adams;  removed 
to  Medficld;  children,  Mary,  1647,  George,  1650,  Samuel,  1652,  Eliczcr,  1  65  5, 
Jonas,  16  57,  Jonathan,  1662,  Margaret,  1664. 

Fayerbank,  John,  1640;  wife,  Sarah  Fiske;  children,  Joshua,  1642,  John,  1644,  Sarah, 

1645,  Jonathan,  1648,  Mary  and  Martha,  1650,  Joseph,  1656,  Hannah,  165  8,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  1662. 

Fayerbank,  Jonas,  1649;  wife,  Lydia  Prescott. 

Fisher,  Anthony,  Jr.;  wife,  Joanna  Faxon;  children,  Mchitable ,  1648,  Experience,  16  50, 
Josiah,  1654,  Abiah,  1  6  56,  Sarah,  165S,  Deborah,  1661,  Judith,  1663,  Eliczer, 
1669. 

Fisher,  Daniel,  1639;  lot,  Lowder  Street;  wife,  Abigail  Marriot;  children,  Abigail, 

1646,  Daniel,  16  50,  Lydia,  1652,  Amos,  1654,  John,  1656,  Jeremiah,  1658,  Esther, 
1661. 

Fisher,  Joshua,  Senior,  1649;  wife,  Anne  Luson;  removed  to  Medficld;  children,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Joshua,  Mary,  John. 

Foster,  Samuel,  1648;  wife,  Ester  Kemp;  removed  to  Wenharn. 

Fuller,  Giles,  1638;  removed  to  Hampton. 

Fuller,  Robert,  1647,  from  Dorchester,  1640;  wife,  Ann  (  );  2dly,  Sarah 

(  );  children,  Jonathan,  1643,  Bcnony,  1646,  Sarah,  1647,  John,  Patience, 

1652,  Mary,  1  6  53. 

Fuller,  Thomas;  wife,  Hannah  Flower;  children,  John,  1644,  John,  1645,  Elizabeth, 
1648,  Hannah,  16  5  0,  Thomas,  1653,  Mary,  1  6  5  5  ,  Samuel,  16  57,  Sarah,  1659, 
Thomas,  1662. 

Genery,  John,  1648;  wife,  Sarah  Boylston;  removed  to  Haverhill;  child,  John. 

Glover,  Henry,  1643;  wife,  Abigail;  removed  to  Medfield. 

Gowen,  Robert,  1640;  wife,  Elizabeth  Brock;  lot,  Green  Lodge;  children,  John,  1645, 
Elizabeth,  1647,  Hannah,  1649. 

Guild,  John,  1641;  wife,  Elizabeth  Crooke;  lot  just  south  of  Madison  Street;  children, 
John,  1646,  Samuel,  1647,  John,  1649,  Eleazer,  1653,  Ebcnezcr,  1657,  Elizabeth, 
1661,  Benjamin,  1664. 

Guilham,  James,  1646. 

Halstead,  Nathan;  died  here  Feb.  3,  1643-4. 

Herring,  James,  1639;  bought  John  Huggen’s  lot;  from  Dorchester. 

Herring,  Thomas,  1644;  wife,  Mary  Pearce  of  Dorchester;  children,  Mary,  1652, 
Thomas,  16  54,  James,  16  56,  Sarah,  1  658. 

Hudson,  William,  1639. 

Jordan,  James,  1640. 

Jordan,  Thomas,  1639;  from  Dorchester;  wife,  Frances  (  );  chdd,  Hannah. 
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Judson,  Samuel,  1645;  wife,  Bridget  Warne;  2dly,  Mary  Aldridge;  children,  Mary, 
1647,  Sary,  16  5  1,  Esther,  16  54. 

Kalem,  Austen;  measurer;  lot  on  Island;  wife,  Alice  (  );  children,  Lot,  1641, 

Sarah,  1642. 

Kent,  Joshua,  1643;  wife,  Mary  (  );  children,  Liddia,  1647,  Sary,  1650,  Mary, 

1651. 

Leader,  John,  1649. 

Lower,  (  ),  1640. 

Makepeace,  Thomas,  1648. 

Mason,  Robert,  1639;  from  Roxbury;  wife,  (  );  children,  John,  Robert,  Thomas. 

Metcalf,  John,  1643-1645;  wife,  Mary  Chickering;  children,  John,  1648,  Michael, 
16  50,  Mary,  165  2. 

Metcalf,  Michael,  Jr.,  1640;  wife,  Mary  Fairbanks;  children,  Michael,  id,  1645,  Mary, 
1646,  Sary,  1648,  Jonathan,  1650,  Eleazer  1653. 

Mills,  Samuel,  1645;  wife,  Frances  Pimbrook;  children,  Samuel,  1646,  Benjamin,  1651, 
Elizabeth,  16  5  2,  Sary,  16  54,  Rebecca,  16  57. 

Newton,  John,  1643;  from  Dorchester;  wife,  (  );  child,  Henry,  1643. 

Onion,  Robert,  1645,  wife,  Grace  Ebrew;  2dly,  Sary  Metcalf;  children,  Sary,  1649, 
Alary,  165  1,  Hannah,  1656,  Benjamin,  1659,  Joseph,  1663,  and  others. 

Parker,  John,  1643,  "his  farm.” 

Payne,  Thomas,  1640;  wife  Rebecka  (  );  children,  Rebecca,  1642,  Thomas, 

1644,  John,  1646,  Elizabeth,  1648. 

Pembroke,  Frances,  1643. 

Phillips,  Rev.  John,  1640;  wife,  Elizabeth  Ames;  removed,  1640,  to  England. 

Plimpton,  John,  1642;  wife,  Jane  Dummin;  removed  to  Deerfield;  children,  Hannah, 

1645,  John,  1646,  Marah,  1648,  and  others. 

Powell,  Michael,  1639;  Tavern  Keeper;  wife,  Abigail  (  );  removed  to  Boston, 

1646  or  1647;  children,  Sarah,  born  England,  Elizabeth,  1641,  Dorothy,  1643, 
Michael,  1645,  Margaret,  1648. 

Prentice,  Thomas,  1649. 

Richards,  Edward,  1639;  shoemaker;  wife,  Susan,  sister  of  Elder  John  Hunting;  had 
lot  of  Thomas  Hastings;  children,  Mary,  1639,  John,  1641,  Dorcas,  1643,  Nathan¬ 
iel,  1649,  Sarah,  1651. 

Smith,  Benjamin,  1641-1642;  wife,  Mary  Clarke;  2dly,  Martha  (  );  child, 

Benjamin,  1646. 

Smith,  Christopher,  1640;  had  lot  of  Jonas  Humphreys;  wife,  Mary  Fairbanks. 

Stacy,  Hugh,  1640;  lot,  Island;  wife,  Margaret  (  );  child,  Hannah,  1641. 

Stearns,  Nathaniel,  1648;  wife,  Mary  (  );  child,  Mary,  1661. 

Strickland,  Thwaits,  1640;  wife,  Elizabeth  (  );  removed  to  Rhode  Island; 

children,  Elizabeth,  1647,  John,  1649,  Rebeckah,  165  1,  Joseph,  1  65  5,  Jonathan, 
1657. 

Thurston,  John,  1641-1642;  from  Wrentham,  England;  wife,  Margaret  (  ); 

children,  Joseph,  1639,  Benjamin,  1640,  Mary,  1643,  Daniel,  1646,  Judith,  1648, 
Hannah,  1650. 

Ting,  (  )  ;  his  farm,  1643. 

Ward,  Thomas,  163  8,  had  a  lot. 

Ware,  Robert,  1642;  Thomas  Eames’  lot  on  Island;  wife,  Margaret  Hunting,  daughter 
of  Elder  John;  children,  John,  1646,  Nathaniel,  1648,  Margaret,  1651,  Ester,  1  6  5  5, 
Samuel,  1657,  Ephraim,  1659,  Elizabeth,  165  1. 
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Wheeler,  Richard,  1647;  lived  at  Mrs.  Israel  Stoughton’s  farm;  wife,  Elizabeth  Tur¬ 
ner;  children,  Sarah ,  1645,  Mary,  1646,  John,  1648,  Samuel,  165  1,  Hannah,  1  6  5  3, 
Joseph,  16  56,  Abraham,  1659. 

Whiting  Nathaniel,  1641-1643;  lot  near  mill;  wife,  Hannah  Dwight,  eldest  daughter 
of  John;  children,  Nathaniel,  1644,  John,  1646,  John,  1647,  Samuel,  1649,  Han¬ 
nah,  1652,  Timothy,  1654,  May,  1656,  Mary,  1  6  5  8,  Sarah,  1660. 

Wilson,  Henry,  1639-1640;  lot  on  Island;  wife,  Mary  Metcalf;  children,  Michael,  1644, 
Sarah,  1  6  50,  Mary,  16  52,  Sarah,  1  653,  Elizabeth,  16  54,  Ephraim,  1  656. 

Wing,  Anne,  1640. 

Woodward,  Peter,  1640;  lot  of  John  Dwight  as  gratification;  children,  Peter,  William, 
Rebecca. 


Woodward,  Robert,  1638. 

The  three  great  objectives  of  the  plantation  had  now  been  reached:  the  civil 
society  had  been  settled;  the  Church  had  been  established;  and  the  whole  town  had  voted 
on  January  1,  1644-5  to  have  a  free  public  school.  This  last  great  purpose  began  a 
system  of  education,  ingrained  in  the  body  politic,  which  so  far  as  existing  records  show, 
was  the  first  example  of  the  kind  known  in  which  all  had  equal  rights  and  equal 
control.  The  underlying  principles  exist  today  in  all  our  public  schools,  safeguarded 
through  all  the  years  by  laws  which  have  preserved  them.  Dedham  also  looks  back 
with  grateful  feelings  and  pride  to  the  accomplishments  of  a  former  citizen  of  the 
Town,  the  late  Horace  Mann,  a  century  ago,  who  was  for  ten  years  her  adopted  son, 
18  23  to  1  83  3,  and  began  here  his  public  career  as  a  lawyer,  a  statesman  and  an  edu¬ 
cator.  It  was  on  May  27,  1837  that  Governor  Edward  Everett,  in  accordance  with  a 
law  passed  on  the  preceding  April  20,  selected  the  eight  members  of  the  new  Board  of 
Education,  including  Horace  Mann,  then  President  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Mann  wrote  in 
his  diary,  "It  is  the  first  great  movement  towards  our  organized  system  of  Common 
School  Education,  which  at  once  shall  become  thorough  and  universal.”  He  was  made 
Secretary  on  June  29,  and  began  his  duties  on  July  1,  to  continue  for  ten  years,  ever 
showing  increasing  ability.  His  efforts  were  needed  to  give  us  our  educational  inheri¬ 
tance  of  today.  Some  monument  to  his  memory  should  stand  here  in  grateful  recognition 
of  his  distinguished  service  to  our  Town,  our  Commonwealth,  and  to  our  Nation. 

The  Feoffees  of  the  first  seven  years,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  first  school,  were 
Elder  John  Hunting,  Eleazer  Lusher,  Francis  Chickering,  John  Dwight,  and  Michael 
Powell.  Ralph  Wheelock,  the  first  schoolmaster,  was  educated  at  Clare  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  England,  M.  A.  1631,  and  served  as  Deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1639  and 
1640.  Eleazer  Lusher,  a  Feoffee,  and  a  man  of  affairs  in  the  Town  and  Colony,  was 
also  a  Deputy  to  the  General  Court  most  of  the  time  from  1640  to  1647.  In  the 
latter  year  the  Court  passed  a  statute  establishing  a  system  of  education  throughout  the 
Towns  of  the  Bay  Colony.  This  became  a  gradual  feature  of  progress  in  the  advance 
of  civilization  westward;  but  it  waited  for  the  guiding  influence  of  Horace  Mann  as 
noted  above. 

The  passer-by  will  notice  on  the  Church  Green  near  the  Meeting  House  of  the 
First  Church  a  bronze  tablet,  erected  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  on  June 
17,  1898,  to  commemorate  the  establishment  of  this  school.  The  late  Don  Gleason 
Hill,  Esq.,  then  president  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society,  delivered  a  fitting  address 
on  that  date.  Mr.  Charles  E.  Mills  drew  the  accompanying  view,  used  here  by  his 
courtesy.  The  names  of  the  scholars  are  given  in  the  lists  above.  Thomas  Fisher  built 
the  Meeting  House,  and  died  before  it  was  completed.  Shingles,  in  1651,  replaced  the 
thatch  on  this  building,  and  were  used  then  on  the  school  house 

The  Church  Green  was  the  center  of  the  Town’s  activities  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years.  The  Meeting  House  was  our  first  Town  House  until  1828,  used  for 
all  Town  and  Church  purposes.  A  suit-at-law  was  decided  against  the  Town  in  the 
early  20’s  as  to  its  right  to  use  the  school  house  standing  on  Church  land.  The  build- 
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DESTROYED  BY. LIGHTNING  IN  JULY,  1882  . 

SECOND  BOATHOUSE  BUILT  ON  THIS  SITE 
IN  1883- -ENLARGED  IN  1888  AND  1902  * 
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TORN  DOWN  IN  MAY,  1935 

THE  LAND  ON  WHICH  THE  BOATHOUSE  STOOD 
GIVEN  TO  THE  DEDHAM  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

MAY  1,1935 

LIQUIDATED  WITH  HONOR  ON  THE  SIXTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  ITS  INCORPORATION 

OCTOBER  29,1934  V  ' 
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ing  was  soon  taken  down.  A  lot  for  the  second  Town  House,  on  Bullard  Street,  was 
leased  from  the  Church  at  a  yearly  rental  of  $8.88.  The  building  erected  on  it  was 
used  for  town  purposes  untd  September  29,  18  68,  when  the  present  "Memorial  Hall’’ 
was  dedicated. 

This  Third  Town  House,  in  Dedham  Square  was  built  under  a  vote  passed  by  the 
Town  Meeting  held  on  May  7,  1866,  the  purposes  of  which  were  to  provide  a  place 
for  the  transaction  of  all  the  public  business  of  the  town,  and  to  provide  a  suitable 
"memorial”  in  some  prominent  and  enduring  form  to  the  soldiers  of  Dedham  who  died 
in  the  service  of  our  country  during  the  Rebellion.  Is  "Memorial  Hall”  serving  its 
mission  today  as  a  loyally  respected  memorial,  and  as  designated  for  its  proper -use  by 
the  Town? 

Other  interesting  features  of  our  history  are  noted  on  an  accompanying  page.  Some 
of  our  historic  spots  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society:  Powder 
Rock,  the  Avery  Oak,  and  the  land  on  which  the  Dedham  Boat  Club  stood  whose  gift 
is  told  in  the  accompanying  views.  Mr.  E.  Vernon  Cormerais  sponsored  this  gift  to 
the  Society  in  behalf  of  the  Club,  and  gave  an  interesting  and  detailed  history  of  the 
Club  at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  in  193  5,  and  the  Society  expressed 
its  appreciation  of  this  valued  addition  to  its  property. 
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y7  Brief  Financial  History  of  Dedham 

The  financial  history  of  early  Dedham  is  similar  to  other  towns  of  the 
New  England  colonies.  Money  was  scarce,  for  whatever  supply  was  brought 
with  the  first  settlers  soon  found  its  way  hack  across  the  Atlantic  to  England 
in  spite  of  the  decree  that  “no  planter  .  .  .  returning  for  England,  shall  carry 
either  money  or  heaver  with  him,  without  leave  of  the  Governor. 

Trade  was  carried  on  in  those  remote  times  hy  barter.  In  transactions 
with  the  Indian  wampum  or  wampumpeag,  heads  made  out  of  quahaug  and 
periwinkle  shells,  were  used  which  with  beaver  skins  came  to  he  the  common 
currency  of  the  Colonists.  Musket  halls  were  used  for  change  in  1636,  and 
were  legal  tender.  In  fact  products  of  all  kinds  served  as  barter  currency. 
A  man  in  those  days  could  pay  for  a  meal  with  about  10  pounds  of  tobacco, 
and  this  system  was  carried  so  far  that  admission  to  an  entertainment  could 
he  paid  for  in  fish. 

Coin  did  not  come  into  general  use  until  about  1652,  when  the  mint 
was  established  at  Boston,  and  the  first  issue  of  paper  money  in  an  Ameiicau 
Colony  was  emitted  in  Massachusetts  in  1690. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  the  Colonies  were  said  to  have  had 
about  12  million  dollars  in  coin  in  circulation  but  this  supply  almost  entirely 
disappeared  through  purchase  of  foreign  goods  and  supplies.  Almost  the 
first  move  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  to  issue  paper  currency,  but  it 
lacked  the  power  to  back  it  up  with  taxation.  So  these  first  issues  were 
apportioned  among  the  states  which  were  asked  to  raise  the  necessary  money 
by  taxation  which  the  states  neglected  to  do.  1  his  made  the  Continental 
currency  vastly  inferior  to  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  Colonies  which  were 
secured  by  direct  taxation  and  therefore  greatly  preferred  by  the  people. 
The  story  of  how  Congress  struggled  frantically  to  sustain  the  various  issues 
of  hills  is  a  pitiful  one.  Over  $300,000,000  was  issued  during  the  war  and 
the  depreciation  of  these  hills  of  credit  was  drastic,  1  inally,  when  it  tooic 
$1000  in  these  bills  to  obtain  one  Spanish  milled  dollar,  it  practically  ceased 
to  circulate.  In  1786  Congress  redeemed  $168,280,219  of  these  bills  for 
about  one  cent  of  each  dollar  of  face  value. 

Thus  it  is  easy  to  see  that  along  with  other  New  England  towns  the 
inhabitants  of  Dedham  from  the  time  of  its  founding,  until  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  rarely  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a  sound  currency.  There  were  no  banks 
then,  as  we  know  them,  even  in  Boston  until  1  784  and  at  Dedham  the  town’s 
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funds  were  handled  hy  "trustees”  who  were  greatly  handicapped  hy  the 
unstable  state  of  the  various  forms  of  currency  then  in  circulation.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  lead  set  hy  the  Massachusetts  Bank,  which  was  chartered  in  1784, 
hanks  sprang  up  in  various  communities  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  19th 
century. 

Dedham's  First  Bank 

Dedham  at  this  timewas  one  of  the  principal  shire  towns  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  need  for  a  hank  led  to  definite  action  hy 
leading  citizens  of  the  town.  On  March  21,  1814,  over  122  years  ago,  the 
fust  Dedham  hank  was  organized  as  a  state  hank  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 
1  avern  of  Martin  Marsh.  This  hank  was  called  the  Dedham  Bank,  and  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  members  and  stockholders  Willard  Gay,  James  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Jabez  Chickering,  Phineas  Ellis  and  Elijah  Crane  were  chosen 
directors.  On  March  25,  Willard  Gay  was  chosen  president  and  Jabez 
Chickering  cashier.  The  first  quarters  of  the  hank  were  two  rooms  in  the 
north  end  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Guild.  It  was  also 
voted  to  build  a  suitable  stone  vault  for  the  hank’s  use,  8  feet  long,  6  feet 
wide  and  7  feet  in  height.  The  president  and  Elijah  Crane  were  chosen  to 
procure  doors  for  the  vault.  The  overseeing  of  alterations  and  construction 
work,  and  the  procuring  of  such  hooks,  furniture  and  stationery  as  might  be 
needed  were  left  to  various  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  hank 
was  to  he  opened  from  10  to  12  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  and  from  1  to  3 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  every  day  except  Sunday,  Public  Feasts,  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day,  General  Election,  Fourth  of  July,  Commencement  Day  at  Har¬ 
vard  and  on  the  day  of  election  of  the  Governor  and  Members  of  Congress. 

Friday  was  the  day  for  discounts.  The  first  salary  of  the  president  was 
$200  per  year,  while  the  cashier  received  $1700.  The  original  capital  was 
$50,000.  The  first  issue  of  bank  notes  was  made  April  28,  1815.  So  many 
people  insisted  on  doing  business  after  banking  hours  that  in  1819  the 
cashier  was  directed  to  charge  25  cents  to  every  individual  who  should  cause 
him  to  open  the  bank  after  business  hours,  and  it  was  further  ordered  that 
"the  hank  shall  not  be  opened  by  candle  light  except  under  very  particular 
circumstances.”  From  the  very  beginning  the  bank  was  successful  and  as 
early  as  October  20,  1815  it  was  able  to  pay  a  dividend  of  $2  per  share  on 
the  capital  stock. 

The  Dedham  Bank  grew  steadily.  On  February  1,  1865,  it  became  a 
national  bank  under  the  National  Bank  Act  of  Congress.  Later  in  1892  it 
moved  to  the  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings  Building  in  Memorial  Square 
and  in  192  1  when  control  was  purchased  by  the  Newton  Trust  Company,  the 
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Greenleaf  Building  was  purchased  and  after  extensive  alterations,  including 
a  new  vault  and  other  modern  hanking  equipment  the  new  oilice  was  opened 
in  March  1926.  In  May  1928  the  hank  became  a  member  of  the  Old  Colony 
Trust  Associates.  On  January  1,  1935  the  Dedham  National  Bank  consoli¬ 
dated  with  five  other  banks  in  Norfolk  County  to  form  the  Norfolk  County 
Trust  Company,  with  Capital  and  Surplus  of  SI, 500, 000  and  Resources  of 
nearly  $16,000,000. 

Through  the  many  years  that  this  bank  has  served  the  town  of  Dedham, 
many  of  Dedham’s  most  prominent  citizens  have  served  on  its  board  of 
directors,  and  as  officers  of  the  bank.  The  following  is  a  list  of  all 
Presidents. 
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PRESIDENTS 

/ 

.1. 

Willard  Gay 

March  21, 

1814 

to  May  20, 

1829 

VM;. 

John  W.  Ames 

1829  through 

1833 

'  ! 

Jeremy  Stimson 

1834 

95 

1864 

-  : 

m : 

Lewis  H.  Kingsbury 

1865 

99 

1873 

-j  r 

Ezra  W.  Taft 

1873 

99 

1 884 

T.\  : 

L.  H.  Kingsbury 

1885 

99 

1892 

T 

A.  B.  Endicott 

1892 

99 

1910 

j 

: 

11.  B.  Endicott 

December  2, 

1910 

99 

1911 

-  !; 

Allan  Forbes 

December  15, 

1911 

99 

1924 

F.  L.  Richardson 

1924 

99 

1928 

1 

-  J 

R.  W.  Redman 

1928 

99 

1935 

lii 

E.  R.  Marshall 

January  1, 

1935 

to  date 

u- !  i 

!  fv-i  i 

The  Institution  for  Sa  vings 

The  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings  was  incorporated  March  19,  1831 
and  its  charter  was  approved  by  Governor  Levi  Lincoln.  1  he  incorporators 
were  ministers,  doctors,  lawyers,  manufacturers  and  other  leading  men  of 
Dedham.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Institution  was  held  April  21,  1831  in 
the  law  office  of  Jonatlian  H.  Cobb  which  was  in  his  residence  on  Norfolk 
Street.  Jairus  Ware,  clerk  of  the  Courts  of  the  County  called  the  meeting 
and  Rev.  Ebenezer  Burgess  was  chosen  Chairman.  A  committee  consisting 
of  Jairus  Ware,  J.  A.  Wilder  and  Dr.  Jeremy  Stimson  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  code  of  By-Laws.  The  object  of  the  Institution  was  ...  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  safe  and  profitable  mode  of  enabling  industrious  persons  of  all 
descriptions  to  invest  such  part  of  their  earnings  or  property  as  they  can 
conveniently  spare  in  a  manner  which  will  afford  them  both  profit  anil  secur¬ 
ity.”  The  annual  meeting  was  fixed  as  the  first  Wednesday  of  May  and  the 
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Treasurer’s  bond  at  $10,000.  I  he  Treasurer  was  required  to  keep  all  the 
securities  and  other  evidences  of  property  of  the  Institution  in  a  trunk  and 
deposit  it  with  the  Dedham  Bank  for  safekeeping.  1  he  smallest  deposit 
which  could  be  made  was  one  dollar  and  five  dollars  was  the  smallest 
amount  which  would  be  put  on  interest.  Four  per  cent  was  fixed,  as  an 
experiment  as  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  to  depositors.  I  be  surplus 

profits  were  to  be  divided  as  extra  dividends. 

On  May  10,  1831,  the  Trustees  directed  that  the  office  of  the  Institution 
be  kept  at  the  office  of  Jonathan  H.  Cobb,  Treasurer,  and  that  a  sign  board 
with  the  Institution’s  name  be  procured  and  put  up  by  him.  On  May  1 1,  the 
next  day,  the  first  deposit  was  made  by  Sophia  Foord  who  received  Deposit 
Book  No.  1.  In  183-1  the  office  of  the  Institution  was  removed  to  the  Court 
House.  At  this  time  Enos  Foord  was  elected  Treasurer  and  be  served  in  that 
capacity  until  1845  when  he  was  succeeded  by  George  Ellis  2nd. 

A  committee  appointed  in  1845  to  procure  quarters  for  the  future  of 
the  Institution  reported  that  a  large  room  in  the  Norfolk  Fire  Insurance 
Company  Building  which  was  about  to  be  built,  "19  feet  square  .  .  .  well 
finished,  and  the  use  of  a  safe  for  their  books,  papers,  etc.  connected  with 
the  room,”  could  be  leased  for  a  price  not  to  exceed  $100.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  in  January  1847  the  Institution  took  possession  of  its  new 
quarters  which  it  occupied  for  over  30  years.  In  1891  plans  were  drawn 
up  for  the  erection  of  a  building  of  its  own  which  wrere  approved  by  the 
Trustees.  The  land  had  been  previously  purchased  at  the  corner  of  High 
Street  and  Maple  Place.  Upon  completion  of  the  new  building  the  Institu¬ 
tion  occupied  part  of  the  lower  story. 

The  steady  and  healthy  growth  of  the  Institution  is  shown  by  the 
increase  in  deposits  through  the  years.  In  1841  deposits  totaled  $206.24  i, 
and  from  that  figure  they  have  increased  to  more  than  $10,000,000  today. 
The  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings  has  had  but  8  presidents  in  its  105  years 
of  existence. 


Ebenezer  Burgess 
Thomas  Barrows 
Waldo  Colburn 
Augustus  B.  Enoicott 
Winslow  Warren 
Clifton  P.  Baker 
Andrew  H.  Godgdon 
Winthrop  H.  Wade 


1831-1870 

1871-1877 

1877-1886 

1886-1901 

1904-1911 

1911-1926 

1926-1928 

1928- 
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From  BARTER  to  BANKING 


It  took.  300  years  of  economic  development  to 
make  the  modern  hanking  institution  of  today.  When 
the  first  settlers  founded  Dedham  in  1636,  heaver  skins, 
musket  halls  and  Indian  wampum  were  the  common 
currency.  For  many  years  trade  was  carried  on  by 
barter.  Coins  did  not  come  into  general  use  until  1652. 
Dedham’s  first  hank  was  organized  on  March  21,  1814. 
The  Dedham  Office  of  the  Norfolk  County  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  proudly  acknowledges  that  hank  as  its  direct 
forebear. 


On  this,  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  Town  of  Dedham,  the  Directors,  Officers  and  Staff 
of  this  hank  pay  tribute  to  those  worthy  and  fearless 
men  and  women  who  laid  their  hearthstones  and  raised 
their  rooftrees  in  Dedham,  the  newr  plantation  “above 
the  falls  of  Charles  River,”  three  centuries  ago. 


NORFOLK  COUNT'S 
TRUST  COMP  ANN 


T 


Dedham  Office:  588  High  Street 


Member  of  Federal  Reserve  System 
Member  of  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation 
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Norfolk  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co, 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS 

ORGANIZED  1825 
Second  Oldest  Company  in  the  State 
Confined  its  business  to  Massachusetts  until  1913 


Connecticut 

—  1913 

Rhode  Island 

—  1918 

Vermont 

—  1923 

Maine 

—  1928 

New  Hampshme 

—  1933 

It  has  always  stood  for  sound  and  conservative  underwriting, 
looking  more  to  quality  rather  than  the  quantity  of  its  business 
and  consequently  built  up  a  surplus  in  proportion  to  its  assets  and 
amount  at  risk  that  is  second  to  none. 

It  is  thereby  giving  the  best  of  security  at  the  minimum  of  cost, 
writing  at  tariff  rates  but  paying  a  dividend  of  20'  <  on  all  expiring 
policies. 

It  has  agents  in  all  the  larger  New  England  cities  and  towns 
and  enjoys  the  patronage  of  a  large  number  of  policyholders  who 
desire  a  strong  Company  with  careful  underwriting. 

THEODORE  T.  MARSH,  Secretary - JAMES  Y.  NOYES,  President 
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SERVICE  ®  SECURITY  •  PROMPT  SETTLEMENT  IN  CASE  OF  LOSS 


Quincy  Mutual 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

.  i  * 

Incorporated  1851 
84  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 
57  Washington  Street,  Quincy,  Mass. 


SPECIFY  MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE 


FIRE,  WINDSTORM,  AUTOMOBILE  and  ALLIED  COVERAGES 


DIVIDENDS  TO  POLICY  HOLDERS 
HAVE  NEVER  BEEN  LESS  THAN  200 


AGENTS  EVERYWHERE 


We  have  saved  our  policy  holders  over  $4,500,000  since  organization 
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THE  EDISON  ELECTRIC  ILLUMINATING 
COMPANY  OF  BOSTON 

iffcrs  congratulations  on  its  300th  anniversar 


y 


1636 


C'  OR  33  years.  The  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Com¬ 
pany  of  Boston  has  aided  in  the  social  and  business 
development  of  Dedham  by  supplying  adequate  and 
dependable  electrical  service.  On  May  12,  1922  we 
opened  a  local  Edison  Shop  at  561  High  Street.  Here 
we  are  immediately  available  to  assist  in  electrical 
modernization  plans  ...  to  supply  modern  and  reliable  1936 
appliances  ...  to  act  as  a  convenient  center  for  all 
electrical  matters. 


Time-Honored  Dedham 

Dedham  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  occasion  of  its 
THREE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 

Few  communities  in  this  entire  country  can  point  to  a 
longer  life.  Dedham’s  roots  are  so  firmly  embedded  in 
the  land  because  it  is  primarily  a  community  of  homes. 

The  Dedham  Water  Company  is  proud  in 
serving  this  time-honored  town 

Dedham  W  ater  Company 
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DEDHAM  INSTITUTION  FOR  SAVINGS 


Incorporated  March  19,  1831 

Assets  $12,475,000 


+  +  + 


WEEKLY  SAVINGS  CLUBS 
AGENCY  FOR  SAVINGS  BANK  LIFE  INSURANCE 


+  +  + 


Money  is  available  for  first  mortgages 
on  home  properties 


New  Fall  Fashions 


For  Men 


NEW  creations  in  both  Suits  and  Topcoats — mostly  imported 
fabrics.  The  designing,  styling  and  tailoring,  the  handiwork 
of  our  own  Boston  tailor  shops  .  .  .  Standards  of  merit  that  have 
stood  up  for  over  30  years. 


DISTINCTIVE  AND  DISTINGUISHED  SUITS  AND  TOPCOATS 


Priced  from  $50oo  up 


336  to  310  Washington  Street,  Boston 
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A  Promise  ...  to  Dedham 

Step  by  step  a  transformation  is  taking  place  on  the  site  of  the  first  mill  in 
Dedham.  Started  in  1932,  the  initial  step  gave  promise  of  an  institution  that 
might  some  day  emulate  the  tradition  of  its  one  tim  epredecessor.  today,  lour 
years  later,  the  building  houses  an  equipment  second  to  none  in  flexibility,  manu¬ 
facturing  envelopes  and  drinking  cups  that  are  shipped  to  practically  every 
state  in  the  union  arid  to  many  foreign  lands. 

Boston  Envelope  Co.  -  Boston  Drinking  Cup  Co. 1)ivision 

HIGH  AND  MAVERICK  STREETS,  DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS 


DEDHAM  SQUARE  GARAGE 

351  WASHINGTON  STREET 

As  it  appeared  50  years  ago 
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Operated  at  that  time  as  a  livery  stable  by 
Oeurge  W.  Toomey,  father  of  John  0.  Toomey,  the  present  owner 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

DEDHAM  &  HYDE  PARK 
GAS  &  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  COMPANY 

1176  River  Street 
HYDE  PARK,  MASSACHUSETTS 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 


PHILIP  W.  WRENN 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 


ROGER  AMORY 


DRAPER  &  COMPANY 

INCORPORATED 

WOOL  &  MOHAIR 

421  Summer  Street 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
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Green  Lodge 
Gardens 

MILK  and  CREAM 

ACCREDITED  PURE  BRED 
GUERNSEY  HERD 

Strawberries,  Raspberries,  Vegetables 

389  Green  Lodge  Street 

Edmund  I).  Codnmn,  Proprietor 

Incandescent  Lamp 
Department 

General  Electric 
Company 

New  England  Division 
BOSTON,  MASS. 


FIELD  and  COWLES 

INSURANCE 

40  BROAD  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Greetings  to  Dedham  and  Its 
300  Historically  Proud  Years 

WELLESLEY  PRESS,  Inc. 

AWKIUATKI)  WITH 

"THE  TOWNSMAN" 

•  Wellesley's  Only  Home  Paper" 


DEDHAM  FLOWERS 

Carl  E.  Benson,  John  A.  Mason,  Jr. 

Theatre  Bldg.,  Dedham 

Phone  Dedham  1011 


Gilmour,  Rothery  &  Co. 

INSURANCE 

Forty  Broad  St.,  Boston 


Kimball,  Gilman  £r  Co. 

INSURANCE 

137  Milk  Street,  Boston 


Best  Wishes  From 

FIRST  NATIONAL  STORES 

Managers  anti  Clerks 

;  On  Dedham's  300th  Anniversary 


EDWARD  J.  KEELAN 

Hardware 

Paints,  Oils,  Glass,  Kitchenware 
Crockery  &  Household 
Furnishings 

AN  1  High  Street,  Dedham 
Telephone  Dedham  132 
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WHITING 
MILK  COMPANY 

Congratulates 

THE  TOWN  OF  DEDHAM 
on  its 

300TH  ANNIVERSARY 

Whiting  service  brings  to  your 
door  every  morning  milk  and 
milk  products  from  New  Eng¬ 
land’s  choicest  herds. 

WHITING 
MILK  COMPANY 

HYDE  PARK  BRANCH 
Tel.  Hyde  Park  0702 


PROTECTION 

From  Lightning 

•  .  | 

On  country  residences,  suburban 

houses,  churches,  hospitals, 
schools,  etc. 

I  neons  pinions— — Permanent 

Dependable  copper  conductors  in¬ 
stalled  in  conjunction  with  existing 
copper  ridges,  slashing  cave  troughs 
and  down  spouts. 

Concealed  equipment  installed  on  new  i 
buildings  before  the  slate  or  tiles  are 
placed. 

References 

States  Capitol  Mass.,  R.  I.,  Conn., 
United  Shoe  Machinery  Bldg.,  Har¬ 
vard,  Yale,  Princeton,  Dartmouth, 
Fordham,  University  of  Vermont. 

Private  owners  throughout  N.  E. 

BOSTON  LIGHTNING  ROD  CO. 

BOSTON  MASS. 

Have  Continuously  Operated  For 
Three  Generations 

EST.  IN  BOSTON  IN  1873 


RIMMELES 


FOODS  OF 


EXCELLENCE 


FINE  SEA  FOOD  —  MEATS 
VEGETABLES  —  FRUITS  —  GROCERIES 

Free  Delivery  Service 

990  GREAT  PLAIN  AVENUE  NEEDHAM,  MASS. 

Telephone  NEEdham  1S00 
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Follow  New  England’s  progress  dailg  in 

THE 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR 

LOCAL  EDITION 

Published  by 

The  Christian  Science  Publishing  Society,  I’ostou,  Massachusetts 
An  International  Daily  Newspaper  For  The  Home 


An  International  Daily 


LUMBER  &  MILL  WORK 


HU  I L I  >  I X  < ;  M  ATKIUALS 
OH  KYKKY  HKSCUIFTIOX 


'FULL  VALUE  FOR  THE 
HOME  OWNER” 


Dedham  Lumber  Co. 


EA  STERN  A  V  K. 


TEE.  HNS 


EAST  DEDHAM 
GARAGE-  INC. 

NO  -  100  High  Street 
EAST  DEDHAM,  MASS. 

TEI.EI’HONK  01 5S 


FLOWERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
('all  Dedham  »:;7I  for  Ohm<e  Hloxvers 
and  Plaids  —  Flowers  Telegraphed 

JAMES  P.  O'NEILL 

1  Hl'SSKY  STREET,  DKDHAM 
We  Speeialize  in  Funeral  Designs 
and  Wedding  Hoixjuets 


Oakdale  Pharmacy 

1 X  l  "OH  1  'ORATED 
Oakdale  -  -  -  Square 

A  modern  and  up-to-date  drug 
store.  Everything  in  the  drug  line 
at  down  town  prices. 

Agents  tor  “FRO-JOY” 
French  -  American  Ice  Cream 
We  Deliver 

Anything,  Anywhere,  Anytime 
HI  UIVEIi  ST.  TEE.  1»I01>.  1UUU 
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Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail¬ 
way  employs  union  men  and  pays 
living  wages.  Both  in  man  powei 
and  in  mechanical  equipment  we  are 
in  the  position  to  give  the  public  the 
highest  grade  service. 

We  perform  special  bus  service  at 
reasonable  rates  and  would  like  very 
much  to  have  you  call  us  either  at 
the  Boston  office,  Hubbard  0350,  or 
Westwood  office,  Dedham  0129. 


EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS 
STREET  RAILWAY 
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36  LAGRANGE  STREET  BOSTON 


MASS. 
HANCOCK  3  997 


Home  Telephone: 
Dedham  0693-R 


EDWARD  BINGHAM  Cr  SONS,  Inc. 

FLORISTS 

FLOWERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

PINE  STREET,  DEDHAM,  MASS.  TEL.  DEDHAM  1692 


HERE  IT  IS 

Our  New 

Shawl  Collar 
T  uxedo 

"For  Rental" 

READ  &  WHITE 

111  Summer  St.,  Boston 
Woolworth  Bldg'., 
Providence,  R.  I. 


Greetings  .... 

To  The  Citizens  of 
DEDHAM 

On  Their  300th  Anniversary 


Dedham  Community 
Theatre 


This  Advertisement  of 
ours  in-  the  "Columbian 
Centinel"  appeared 
nearly  1 50  years  ago. 

We  compliment  our 
customers,  residents  of 
Dedham,  on  the  Tercen¬ 
tenary  of  their  town. 


Now  {tiling, 

At  ihe  SIGN  of  the 

Spinning  li  heel , 

No.  , 

Marl  boro  ugh- Street, 

At  the  Sterling  Cofl ,  free 
from  all  Changes, 

CAL  LI  COES,  patches, 

Shawls,  fpot'ed  Tiffany,  Luteffrings,  black 
and  white  Modes,  black  and  white  Satin,  variety  of 
Ribbons,  be- ft  Kid  Gloves,  white  ami  coloured,  black 
and  white  Silk  Gloves;  Worlfed  Hole,  ditto  Mitts  and 
Glovrs,  low  piifed  Cambricks  and  Lawns,  Needle- 
Worked  -Aorons,  Muffins,  low  pri fed  Linens,  fine 
Sheeting,  pink,  blue,  and  white  Marfei  les  Quilting, 
ladies'  Silk  Quilts,  French  Wax  Beads,  Princes  Stuff, 

Cafh,  and  the  higheft  price  for  a  few 
Tuns  P  OT-A  SUES. 

B'Jlon,  ’June  19,  1788.  eo'6  r. 


T.  D.  WHITNEY  COMPANY 

Temple  Place  — -  West  Street,  Boston 
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MITCHELL  AUTO  LIVERY 

rl .  K.  Mitchell,  Drop. 

PACKARD  LIMOUSINES 

FOR  FUNERALS,  WEDDINGS,  ETC. 
Phone  Dedham  0765 

JOSEPH  P.  TUOHY 

Successor  to  I*.  J.  Tuohy 

FLORIST 

list.  IS!).-, 

Greenhouse,  158  River  St.,  Dedham 
Telephone  Dedham  0137 

A.  T.  CHASE  CORPORATION 

\\h*-r**  Y«»n  <h*t  Value  *NL-  Service 

EVERYTHING  IN  HARDWARE 

TOOLS,  PAINTS  and  KITCHENWARE 

586  High  St.,  Dedham 

Tel.  Dedham  0116 

DEDHAM  UNION  MARKET 

Formerly  .1.  Kverctt  Smith  .V  Sons 

PURVEYORS  OF  FINE  QUALITY  FOQD 
Kstnblished  l.St>2 

•lohit  T.  Foster,  prop.  Dedhsun  t'HM-OUir, 

570-572  High  St.,  Dedham 

SMITH  &  HIGGINS 

WOODMAN'  HILL 

FUNERAL  SERVICE 

Kst ahlished  by  Joel  Kichards  isi:; 

Succeeded  by  Comfort  WValherbee  IS47 

Succeeded  by  Timothy  Smith  1N77 

Succeeded  by  Smith  it  Hi^ins  ik.S7 

THE  “WINDMILL" 

Route  128  Westwood 
"Home  of  Pure  Food" 
r>KLICIOrs  OKKAMKHY  IFF  OH  15AM 
Toasted  Frankfort*  .V  Sandwiches 
"Where  prices  and  quality  meet 
t<»  make  friends” 

WALPOLE,  MASS. 
Telephone  Walpole  536S 
Mocal  St  *r vice  :  Walpole-Xorwood 
H\di-  Park  -  Dedham 
Interstate:  Boston  -  Providence 

Chartered  Muses  -  Kxpress  Delivery 
1  onnections  To  All  Points 


BENJAMIN  C.  TOWER,  Realtor 

list. i  Wished  l:iD7 

87  Milk  Street,  Boston 

Telephone  Liberty  s  l:ir. 

Offers-  his  services  in  the  selection  or 
d  isposu  1  of  properties  throughout 
Dedham.  Westwood,  Dover,  Wellesley, 
Sherhorn  und  Lincoln 


WESTIN  BEAUTY  SHOP 
Tel.  DED.  1616 

Dedham  Theatre  Bldg. 


W  e  will  lie  glad  to  discuss  vour  real 
estate  problems  gratis,  whether  your 
problem  is  buying,  selling  or  b  asing.  We 
ofjer  a  complete  servile  in  Dedham 
Westwood,  Charles  River  Village,  Dover, 
Wellesley — from  the  modest  cottage  house 
to  the  large  country  estate. 

50  Congress  St.,  Boston,  Tel.  Hub  8230 


Compliments  of 

WALTER  W.  CHAMBERS 

registrar  of  deeds 

Dedham,  Mass. 


Oakdale  Community 
Garage  &l  Bus  Line 

OAKDALK  StJl’Alti:,  DKDHAM 

P.  A.  Chamberlain,  Prop. 

24-Hour  Taxi  Cr  Ambulance 
Service 

Chartered  Busses  For  Hire 

Call  for  rates  on  40-29-25 
passenger  busses 

Tel.  Dedham  0222  —  0348 


Francis  Marsh  2nd,  Realtor 

36  Marsh  Street,  Dedham 

REAL  ESTATE  -  MORTGAGES 

Telephone*  Dedham  0170-0160 

Insurance:  P»  Kroad  Street,  Poston 
Doom  S04  -  Telephone  lluhbard  7.730 


SARAH  K.  DUTTON 

390  Washington  Street 
Dedham 

BOOKS  -  DRY  GOODS 


“WARD'S  GREENHOUSES" 

Flowers  For  All  Occasions 
WILLOW  STKKKT  AND  I  'I  iOVI  I )  i-hYCK 
HU  II I  WAY 

Telephone  Dedham  1221 


THE 'KEYE 

DEDHAM  PLANTATION 
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CROSSMAN’S  JOHNSON'S 


SINCE  1886 

The  Complete  Food  Store 


RESTAURANT 


Our  dining'  rooms  are  available  at  all 
times  for  socials,  bridge  parties,  ban¬ 
quets,  etc. 


NEEDHAM  MASS. 

Tel.  Needham  0012 


Refined  Atmosphere 

Complete  Privacy 


For  information  call — 
DEDHAM  2060 

Junction  of  Routes  1  &  128,  Dedham 


Tel.  Dedham  0290 


H.  D.  Humphrey  Co. 

Francis  W.  Fay 

INSURANCE  AND  REAL  ESTATE 
Savings  Dank  DIdg. 

599  HIGH  ST.  DEDHAM.  MASS. 


Milk 


DON  GLEASON  HILL 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
Savings  Bank  Bldg. 

Room  1  Tel.  0290 

William  F.  Helmer 


Insurance  of  Every  Description 

Est.  1926 


150  High  St.  East  Dedham 

Tel.  DEDham  1072 


Fresh  creamy  milk,  locally  pro¬ 
duced  from  our  own  herds  of 
State  and  Federal  inspected 
cows.  One  trial  order  will  con¬ 
vince  those  who  appreciate 
quality. 


Call  Norwood  1168 

Gay  Farm 


Dedham  News  Agency 

.380  Washington  Street 
Memorial  Hall  Square 
HENRY  M.  CAREY,  Proprietor 
August,  1911  25  YEARS  August,  1936 
John  T.  Carey  Joseph  R.  Gannett 
Mary  C.  King 


Bertha's  Beauty  Shoppe 

Established  Eight  Years 
BERTHA  MARIER,  Owner 

Wilfred  Academy  Graduate 
73  Cedar  St.  Oakdale  Square 


DEDHAM  DYE  HOUSE 

DRY  CLEANSERS 


Est.  1926 

628  HIGH  ST.  DEDHAM 

Tel.  I)ED.  0706 


H.  G.  BUSSEY  &  SON 

BATTERY  SERVICE 

Telephone 

DEDham  0100 


B0IT, DALTON, CHURCH&HAMILTON 

INSURANCE 


89  BROAl)  STREET  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  HUBbard  6100 


rf. 


\QJ- 


1 


■ 


n 

E3 


® 

IT) 


w  I 


r 


MAtrCIftd 


M02MH0|,  '  2'M AM 280*13 


£1  (>  .n  ;rtl>99/.  „bT 


-  ■-  <  ^ 

/  u 


■ 


TSIHHTH  (fAOHff  <?* 


80  5 


* 

V 


■  '  '  .  .  v:-l  . 


^OlTATHAJ^  MA  jG 


,  i  jiu  • .  .  ••  BJi- 


